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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL, 

Rbad at the Ahniversarv Meeting,24tii Mat. 

The Council Lave to report that, since the Iasi Anniversary 
Meeting there have been elected 19 new Members, There have 
occurred 42 vacancies^ of which J 1 are by deathj *20 by resigna¬ 
tion, and 11 liavc been struck off for non-payment, and the 
Society now consists of 67 + 2 Members, besides 39 Foreign 
Honorary and 22 Corresponding Members* 

I^uianvc -—In purs nance of the resolution of the Special 
General Meeting of the 13th of May, ,1*46. ° that the Journal be 
sold in Members,” the Council entered into an arrangement with 
Mr r Marray, the publisher, by which (on the understanding that 
a certain number of Members won id purchase the Journal) be 
undertook to publish it for one year at his own rials, without any 
charge to the Society. Under this agreement, the two Parts, 
forming Vol. XV L* been published. 

The subject of removing to more commodious oiid* at the sattif 
fime, cheaper apartments, Ims also been fully considered by the 
Council at successive Meetings - but h after viewing several house* 
it was found impossible to obtain a suitable one, in such a shun 
lion as appeared desirable* at any reduction of rent which wouk 
justify thh heavy expense necessarily consequent on a removal oi 
the Society's property to any new abuHe, 

In the month of September last the Librarian, Mr j. Shil- 
f linglaw, having resigned Ins situation* the Council, at the sugges¬ 
tion Colonel Jackson (who agreed to undertake the general 
iUpenDtcndeuce of the bunks and maps w ithout any increase ^f 
salary) T determined on effecting a baling by abolishing the 
separate office of Librarian, and substituting a Clerk at a salary 
of 5W. a-yeftr m t a Porter and Housemaid being at the same tifiic 



vi Report of ihe Council, * t f 

i * fc * ■ 

"appointed at n salary of 30A a-year and lodging in llie hyuse. in 
(he place of the messenger, who bad received IQ#- a-week. By 
this change a saving of 4f?/ r a-year was effected. 

On balancing ibe accounts hi thr dose uf the year, a deficiency 
(chiefly arising from title coat of publishing the Journal in 1S45) 
wjia found P which rendered it necessary to provide 274/. 18i, Gd. 
beyond ihe funds in band. This the Council have done with 
much "reluctance by selling from the funds of ihe Sorieiy 300/* 
Consol a ; bul they fell it a more becoming course than lo leave the 
debt to be liquidated by their successors. Every cm is landing 
debt on ihe Isl of January was thus paid off, and a small balance 
kepi in baud. 

The sum of 2001., the contribution uf the Ciovernnient and the 
East India Company towards aiding the laic Mr* Brockman in 
bis journey to Hadrninnut, not hating been applied to the purpose 
originally intended, the Council have direr led it to be invested in 
the three per cent. Consols; this has been done, and slock lo the 
amount of 224/. ll. I Of/. purchased. 

Secretaries . —In February Mr, Murray announced to the 
Council that be must decline lo continue publishing the Journal 
on the terms agreed on. This heavy charge being thus again 
thrown upon the funds of the Society, it became necessary fur the 
Council once mure to consider the whole state of it$ finances, and 
Colonel Jackson, in the must handsome manner, offered to re¬ 
lease the Council from any difficulty ns regarded himself, by 
tendering his resignation of the nitres of Secretary and Editor of 
the Journal : a Committee was appointed to consider the whole 
fjucstinn* upon whose report it was resolved— 

1. That both the Secretaries of the Society, Members of the 

Council according to the regulations, be hence forth 
Honorary Secretaries. ■ * 

2. That an Assistant Secretary be appointed, at a salary n«t 

exceeding 1 50/. a-year, to perform the duties of ihe lain 
Secretary and Editor. ^ 

. 3, That an advertisement to this effect be inserted in the 

, 4 Times,' ' Literary Gaxctte/ and J Athenmum*' * 

4. That the edition of the Journal be reduced from 12^0 lo 
1000 copies, and that the volume do not exceed thirteen 

1 sheets. i * * 


# ' Report of the Council. vjj 

* * ■ 

, 5. That the Society revert lo 1 be old practice of gratuitous di|» 
tri billion, but that nil Members be required to send to the 
Society fur their copies, and that Members not upplying 
- iy it bin one year shall only be able In procure such copies 
through application to the Council , 

The advertisement ptfulutcJ a large number of taiulidfttrB, 
from amongst whom the Council have sclecied Dr. William 
E l Limbic as' ilie gentleman best qualified to perform the duties of 
Hint office. 

The resignation of Colonel Jackson as Secretary anil EJilw 
has already been alluded to ; and I he Council regret to have also 
to announce that the Honorary Foreign Secretary, tbe Rev. C i. C. 
Rcndtlard* hflt again pressed upon them the tender of his resigna¬ 
tion. which they felt they could no longer decline to accept In 
each of these gentlemen the Society will lose a valuable mid 
efficient officer. Mr. Rem man! has for a long course nt years 
given to the Society tbe gratuitous benefit of bis great learning, 
especially in Oriental literature; and* under Colonel Jackson p the 
Journal hoi been most carefully edited, and publisher I with the 
greatest punrtualitv i ther accounts . and correspondence of the 
Society have been kept wilh great regularity, and a general I mlex 
of the first ten volumes (forming itself n volume «f 200 pages, 
executed entirely by hunsidf, and gratuitously) lias been published. 

virerar*.—Although every exertion has been made to recover 
tbe arrears due to ihc Society, they amounted, on the l&l of 
January of the present year, to the sum of 44GL Of ibis sum a 
very small portion only has since been received ; the collector, 
however, slates that the subscriptions for tbe current year have 
t been, for the most putt, punctually paid. 

* RoyalEmotion .—Of Hie two gold medals, the donation of Her 
•Most Gracious Majesty, the Patron’s Medal has been awarded 
to Dr. Ludwig Leichardt* for bis explorations in Australia, mvl 
t especially for his journey from Moreton Pay to Port Kssington; 
an^ the Founders Medal in Captain ChariSturt, for his dis¬ 
coveries in Australia, namely of tbe rivers Darling and M urray, 
aEicl more especially fur his journey in Ifr45-G> fixing the eastern 
« Limit of Lake Torrens, and penetrating into the heart of the con* 

tinent to fat, 24° 30' &, long 138* 0' E. 

* * ■ 


ViU Retort of iim Gntiwil* * < c 

* i 

*4 The accessions lo the library since the lost^Aniitr 

versarj Meeting consist of 344 books and pamphlets* 5 G sheets of 
maps and charts, two atlases, several sketches and portraits, |nd 
tk/ac-simife of an ancient globe in the public library and mi^um 
of Frank Wt-on-Mai no, 

In conclusion* the Council confidently trust that the efforts 
they have made to place the pecuniary affairs of the Society on a 
firm b:^Ls wi|] v with the cooperation of the general body of the 
Society P secure its permanent prosperity swad suability, and enable 
it fully lo carry out the intentions of its founders; but it must not 
be disguised that to effect this desirable result ihe exertions of all 
must be united to increase the number of ils Members, and to 
provide the funds still required to place its valuable collection of 
books and maps in that condition which a due regard to their 
preservation* and easy access by Members, still continues to 
demand. 
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I S31.—Mr. Richard Lam>h, for the discovery of the course of tie 
River Niger or Quottil, and ita outlet in tbe Gulf of Benin, in 
Central Africa. 

1832Mr, John Biscoe, for tie discovery of the land now named 
“ Emltrby’s Laud" and 11 Graluiin’s Land,'’ in the Antarctic 
Ocean. 

1&33.—Captain Sir John Ross, R^ ra for discovery in the Arctic Re¬ 
gions of America. 

1834* *—Major Sir A. Burm&, C B, F.R.S, for the navigation of the 
River Indus^ and a juurntv by Bulkh anti Bokhara acru&a 
Central Asia. 
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--— Major IL C. Rawl^son > E.I.C., [Fcunder’o Medal,] for Ins 

travel# and researches in Kusiana and Persian Kurdi#tdn + 

9 * and for the light thrown by him ou the comparative geography 
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GOLD MEDALS, 

■ 

AW AllDED RESPECTI VEtV TO CAPTAIN CHARLES STURT AND 
DOCTOR LUDWIG LEICHHARDT. 


The President, Lord Colchester* thus addressed the Meeting:— 

“ The Com Ned having awarded one of the medal* placed at its dis- 
posal by the muni licence of the Sovereign, for the furtherance of geo* 
graphical Faience mid discovery* to Captain Charity Wturt* fur his 
various and extensive explorations in Australia, it is nsv pleasing duty 
to remind you of the grounds upon which itib honourable distinction 
hm been biitowed. 

“ So far back an the year 1827, Captain Sturt, then attached tn H. M. 
39th Regiment* sewing in New South Wales, was appointed* in com¬ 
pany with Mr. liumi\ to follow sip the discoveries of Mr. Os ley. 
Starting from Mount flams, he explored the marshes of theMacqimr^ 
He s and proceeding thence to the X.W. came to the hank ot a Urge 
river, who® waters were found to be salt. This river fie named the 
Darling, and Followed its cowrie about 40 miles, when he was obliged 
to quit it for want of drinkable water. At the dose of the year 1829 
Captain Sturt proceeded on an expedition to explore the course of the 
Murrumbidgoc* Mo traced its downward course, from the furthest 
point provioasly reoclwd, for 90 mile?, when it delivered its waters Into 
jl broad and noble river, which was named the Murray* After lie^coiid- 
ing the Murray for 9 days he passed the mouth of a stream Rowing 
from the N. t a little inferior to the Murray itself, its waters -turbid hut 
|>erfeetly sweet- This river he considered (as proved afterward? tn Iks 
' iho fact) to be identical with the Darling, whose upper course he had 
discovered in bis former journey. From tills junction Captain Sturt 
coDtiuuccl to descend the Murray till it emptied itself into an extensive 
hike which he named Alexandrian, and which he traversed tilt stopped * 
by the sand-hanks that separate il frum the tea at Encounter thy» « 

4 * The discovery of the two great rivers of New South Wales w ould 
* of itself give to the enterprising explorer a strong claim to the favour 
of ri|is Society, but it b to Captain Sturt's more rvreot journey, wider- 
taken with lbs view of traversing the whole extent of die continent of 
Australia from Adelaide to the Gulf of Carpentaria*dint I wHhmftro 
particularly to draw your attention. With this view Captain ■_ or 
* quilted Adelaide in August, IS44, with a party composed of Mhstb* 
FckjV Browne, Stuart* ami 14 men* Proceeding emtmu* to the 
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•Jiumy, He followed tlm upward courseof that river m d of the Darling 
lu Lftldlt'v V Panda] which He* fiseliod on the JOtli of October. Pro¬ 
ceeding thence through * country, hitherto unexplored, TotbeNAV., 
ho fixed hia fir*! in lal. 29 4CK and long, 141 45 J on the western 
slope of the Chi-Darling range, not more than 300 Feet above the level 
of theses Here the expedition ws« detained from January IT to 
July 14 by the excessive drought, no rain having fallen between 
November and the latter date. The country, however* wens rceon- 
noitemj in evety direct ion t and Mr, Poole made un excursion at far 
an the eastern shore of Lake Torrens, While nl thi* depdt the beat 
rvm to 133° of Fahrenheit in the shade and 157° in llie sun. The eou- 
*imtpEion of provisions during this long detention determined Captain 
Sturt lu -n-niJ back one-third of ids party, and with (he remainder* on 
the first full of rain* be moved forward to a spot <*n the western slope, 
about 62 miles from the ftnst depot, where he formed a second, <u 
hi t. 29 (y ami long. 141 ° rV r Before mi vanei ng from hence upon hU maa n 
object, Captain Sctirt determined to ascertain tbe nature of the country 
tu the west* A journey of miles brought him to the 1 broad, dry, 
and sandy bed of on extensive lake, apparently 12 miles wide, extending 
So the S. beyond the range of vision* but coming round to tbe westward 
iu a northerly direction, in the shape laid down For Lake Torrens., 1 
The ba*(rj was found to be composed of isaod and salt, with patclies of 
day und gypsum, and though apparently dry, it wits too soft to bt-ar 
the w eight of a man, The basin coiiiaineil detached *beeta of diffc blue 
x&te w a ler + 

" Returning tothft deputy Capt. Sturt started from thence on tlie I4ifi 
of August, accompanied by Mr* Browne and a fmrt of bis men, to pene- 
irate to the N. W. Their route for the first 70 miles lay through a coun¬ 
try of Ktid^tidgca alternating with long narrow Hats; beyond this they 
found a more oped count ly, but so dry ns to make i( didie nil to pro* 
ceed. Continuing to the X.W, they traversed extensive plain* subject 
in inundations j then high and broken ridges of sand 00 or 100 feet 
high, and fiery red, brought the travellers to a stony desert 50 miles 
hi width, beyond which other sandy ridges, appeared, similar to those* 
before posted, as if a Ihiod hud swept through the range, making ihis 
breach* l u 3at. 25 4.T the party found themselvo* on the banks of a 
considerable erork, coming direct front ihe N.N.W.* with large and 
deep pools of water. This greet ly raised their spirits. They (meed it* 
upward* of 60 miles, but though Its; tied vtm full or grass, the coutitiy 

# V* extremely barren. On the 6th of September they retched 
Ut* 24* 5' and long. 138 3 W. Beyond this they found a salt Ingwv 
in the bed of the creek, and crossed it to the N*W. r but the country 
became worse and worse, and at length (he impracticable charaeier of 
the country 1 , want of haul and water for the horses, and the illness of Mr 
Brewno, compeBed Captain Sturt lo retrace his steps* a ft cr ht hiu/adl 
iasced 400 milt* from the depot, and reached within 20C3 milts of the 
centre of the continent. The party niched the depot on the 3rd of 
Octofjer* and, after only six day* 1 rest, Captain Sturt, mking with him 
Mr^Slurtrt and some of the men who had been left at the donut duiW * 
the former journey, again endeavoured to penetrate northward, but in 
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a. direction less to ike W. For «6 mils lie pursued his former route—. 
til keeping mere to the N„ bb route for 40 mi'w Jr 
Here he met a splendid creek 240 yard, undewul 26&etd^P, 
ingdt, lie proceeded 36 miles farther over plains, ™ th “®£* JVjj 
sandv rklgea running in the same direction a* bttore. B ^ nillr iil 
about 12 miles in circumference, but whose '*T* tere we ™ " , p , ’ 

be again met the stony desert in lat. 86“ 30 and long. l9P*t\ 

55 miles E. of bb former journey. He still pushed on to lat i 

when the desert nature of the country, and the fiat that tl,L 
water w hich had supplied him io Ms advance would W.mpk^j tned 
op bv the continued drought, ‘be reluctantly turned Ms fiice 
the S and only just reached the great creek, or river in turn to mu- 
Id, horses, som/of whom bad actually dropped from exhaustion beMne 
reaching it. Captain Stout traced this, which lie named Cooper “ Creek, 
upwards iu an easterly direction for 65 mi Us, when i t became » 
afterwnnIs split into numerous narrow st reams coming from on imbrokcn 
grassy plain, stretching to the SL and E. as far as the eye could reach, 
A tribe of more than 400 natives were found inhabiting several vil¬ 
lages on the banks of this creek. They were a tail race and verf P»ee- 
able, and appeared to subsist on the seeds of a coarse gra™, » i e ) 
stacked and thrashed cut, and tbe »ed thus obtained was pounded by 
the women. Hence Gapt-in Sturt returned hi ht> depfit, but h» difli- 
eultlcs were not vet at an end, for the country between it am UUI«y ‘ 
Ponds liad become so burnt up by the continued drought, that H 
iiulv bv killing some of his oxen, and filling their sUn* wdb water freni 
the well at tlw depot, that he was enabled to provide* sufficient supply 
to secure fab return, which tie at length effected wUboutMT low tbut 
fab own health, which Imd been kept up only by the euergy of to* mind* 
hi long oa difficulties were to be overcome, now gave ' Ta 2f> mid M was 
maW with a severe illness, from which he did not recover lor mai y 

weeks after hts arrival at Adelaide, . , } 

« For these sendee* in the cause of geographical discovery, tor the 

energy and cottrage displayed in confronting difftcuitfcs of no ordinary 
•diameter. for tteprwfa** with which further advance was *b^™od. 
when it could on! v have risked the loss of those lotnirted to htf charge, 
tor the Lc.hu J, conduct to the natives, which no, on y avoided 
hostile conflict, but rendered them w illing to assist the expedition, and 
'nbo to excite future explorers to a display of the like qualities, 1»- 
Oooncil Juiveawarded the medal of the founder, and l have much pit. - 
mn in now having the opportunity of delivering it Into the Mods of a 
«ena«mati bolding high office in die colony of South Auctntar aifd 
who will be able to in?eouni persoiwlly to Captain Sturt ibu high va u 
i this Society seta upon Li# labour*/ 1 

The President, now addressing himself to Mr* Morpbett, said— 

, «»s ?sr£tS 

ca|, knowledge. 1 * * 
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* Mr. Morphutt, rising, rtipllocl-—■ 

.'mi iSSTSi! £? Z s*"? °/r'■ “ 

P w«i soc iay „ jsziSz ZJ°T^{Z ^ °"f*- 

to conveyt 0 himi ESSKf bt T’ *■«*'» 

which your Lordship | ]u . trm/jn ■: e e S Iin * • w, d encojiiiajijc allusions 
the cauL of 22? “ 13 ” 3mm “ d Tft »«ble sorrica in 

Pa Taos 4 * Medal. 

Tho President then proceeding, observ'd— 

Bay pin ^^TTliilLli SIS * f 7 m 

•he settlor in AurtndiT S,2 tateSS. WH* "I*"™* <o 

necting the remote enl “P r “e. and con- 

OJ * tbe cuufqkies i>f ihv Indkn Arr-ltinnl * i ' ” pt J 11 *W»™ port 

and dangen>iii imrijz&fjmi tlir^u ii t ihe cxrcuiloii* 

the cS at.SKE Sfj ofT" Sl f U ’ *“ ^ by 

Gxaeiot* Fa,™, tW^aT 7 nusilJ ^ !lwl ^ ««r Most 

f ass* i **««* », 

Jtoha, UmlorlWi^ Sif the ftarl L ^ ta I**** 
I*. ,a H -ithapSyS-T gm»‘^ 1« of Onto. 

■"W* of mountains which tu£ m-nrly iianiljIliViJ v C °* ,ree wf U,e 
tmlia, dll lie readied the S.E, anode of the Oiilf Irn? w ? a * ^ A,u ' 
following the coast to westward 'h.- n uiti^rV Carpentaria * thence, 

and, striEing directly er^ flleitrv ~ i " 7 V 11 ™ 8 Iu «&■>», 

17th Dweiiiber, 1H4S, Aaianz tlm iiin■ i - "* u" the 

terprne, are staled to be the discovery of IE 0 *!? * i^'f 8 of *** tu - 
Isoach'a, and the Sutter Ami ,,f . ^ f 16 M*ckeaue river, the 

coast of Australia an.’l the Gulf of^ ^«*wn between the 

ilic York Peninsula. Coal w fa^l JhBFEf**!** '? c ' lwl lhs >“» of, 
comitry is iftecritMrtl u highly admred lf ‘“ Mackt-'iaus and the No,id* 
turLit. Dr. Leichhartt & wSSLu &LF? aiU of (h * 
lhrough which he travelled - ami an «m*n 1 ^'J^f roB P of the country 

J£“7 .»»nJS hi««.3- 

W. Hooker, One dirtinguialunB feature of il.fc * ‘ hE ^“ b[l , c b >‘ iiir 
•purely the ns,,], 0 f private .-ntsiSiirZt^ “» tJlal 't i» 

f*vo obtained the presence of , t L ,.r i( . ^e»o fortonate as ttv 
Nicholson, who will receive tUs metbil m l irt *nioters, Dr, 

SSt^ ' vha 1s l,ia,w,f ftow h -pSSSSStH & - 

reeAal of our jJJt G«5 £pK t0 T ° u tllB 

boeietys acknowledgment of the lucreasedk^Si ? i nmrfe of *bis 
iinwit of Australia gained by Dr. lArichlumii 1 ' ** 01 t *" s ft 7 ® 1 ! con- 
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Council unmindful of the mint* of a great ditto* creT; and we sin- p 
cerely wish Dr. Leichhardt evety success in the still vaster enterprise 
which he is now prtaecuting, and that it may add freak stores to geo- 
graphical knowledge, and fresh honour to hinudf 11 

Dr. Nicholson rose, and returned thanks, on the part of Dr. 
Leichhardt, id the following terms 

* l Mr Loao t —Qn behalf of my friend, Dr, Leichhardt, I beg to 
offer your Lordship my beat thanks for the very handsome way in 
w hich the Royal Geographical, Society has been pleased to tick now- 
ledge the services which lie has rendered to geographical science by 
his late expedition to Port Esstogtom I can assure your Lordship, 
that even while I bear in mind the veiy fluttering tokens of approba¬ 
tion which Dr. Leichhardt received on his return to Sydney, and the 
munificent sums of money which have been granted to him by the 
Colonial government and subscribed by the generous colonists of New 
South Wales. 1 still cannot hesitate to say that there is no mark of 
honour which wulJ be more gratifying and encouraging to him m a 
man of science titan that which your Lordship has just conferred on 
him in the name of this dbitfigiiMcd Society. #p 
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address 

TO Tilt 

ROYAL GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY 
OF LONDON; 

Delivered at the Anniversary Meeting an the 24th May, 1847, 

BY T1IE 

ftiGirr Hon* Lore COLCHESTER* Capt^ R K., &e. &c. 

PRESIDENT. 


G^ntlemkx—A t the rnnrniGiieemenl of the Address whieh I had ih$ 
honour to deliver last year from this chair, ] alluded to the expedition* 
iheo in progress*, or under eonshteration, for the eiptoration of conn- 
tries still little known, and from wboae success we might hope largely 
to augment onr stock of f^^ogtaphical knowledge- 

The mtfbbs ihii day presentv I lo Captain Sturt and Dr. Leichhardt, 
for their discoveries In Australia, prove these hope* to have l>eett not 
altogether unfounded, and the re«ajch» of Sir T. Mitchell in tffce 
eoontry lving between the routes of these travellers, largely locwm 
our knowledge of that gn*l continent, and lend u* to augur fovminbly 
of the success of the new enterprise In which Dr. Leichhardt is now 

•engaged. 

In Africa our Mutations havo been disappointed by the alsindoij- 
mcnt of the proposed journey* of Mr. Duncan ami Lieutenant Ituxinn; 
•the first not having yet nffleiatty recovered from the effects of liis 
former journey to face again the dangers of that deadly climatei and 
the latter for reasons not communicated to this Society, li c learn, ^ 
Waver, that a French officer, M. RafTcnel, already known by his ex- 
plorations in SenegsmbU, has set out on the arduous laak of exploring 
* Dial continent in its greatest breadth, From W. to E., between the 
jiurtflcU of 10’ and 15 c N. Jut. 

The attempts of Mr. Brockman to penetrate into Hadramnut vrere 
frustrated by the unsafe state of that country, anti we have t™°' 1 to 
fear that there is no likelihood of any European traveller being able at 

* t 

pri£gnt to gueoeed in such ®ui altempl* 



XKTL 


Lord Cotcn ester's Addrets—QhUmrtj. 


\ U tr st ’ 11 contmuc * lthou ‘ Accounts of Sir John Franklin and bte ad* 
teatumt* compile**, but „ bis chips went fully stored and provisioned 
for dirt* years, and we may reckon iliat whatever can he obtained 
from ttanttd effort, of .kill, science, a ,id daring, guided bv «W 
eii^e, will be performed, we may ..fill be permitted to hope that tucee*. 

eWflluflJ| y CTOWt> the > r a«Jiioufl effort*, and we may rely upon 
Go vernment's adopting every practicable means of fornMdng supplies to 

W Hi J**? “ 1 ' im * ° Uy * nbI,! to “PP™*. if P«ve«t«l 

{?' P e "|^ Ie obstacles from completing their passage to J Wiring's 

. r,n tl . Other exploration. in those icy regions are ai*o in eonteni- 
phthon, to which I shall hereafter allude. 

Objtuakv. 

I nod for „ Moment. call 5 ™, utmllon to tbow cmi „„, 
kT, .“'‘’’I « « *"* W-Wta. who. ta .Z u'r 

atltsU’oir M T’ "* "»« wpbc«s 

OmcitilSlrO««a» Homy, .W tm™ .ill fe |„„j b, 

countrymen at large as one of the most distinguished of those meat 
•■•me «l,o o.,ittribtit„| ,o He bfcrf^, „f pc „ E ,^“ 

“ “ pra»Iin s 0.0Uic coin*. „f dj, c , b 

“ ..... re opecl v U, to„™b„« l l. m , „ Bivi „,. ^ ' 

° r ,M —~ ■» - 52 : 

jJl tf Y a rl d9 ° T ° f [Jie Dukcof Northumberland, the 

. “! \ a * bm ™&> *«» Right lion, TWGrenville Lord iw i l 

Z Sir George Gipps, ** GuvenoV^'tl 

—-n« i*. * in sc a ee a Jr^ , nr * 

.18131 lln. epic „ Iol „. „ ^ f '°" ,l1 ' 

'JVo xz tz£.'£L'z*z * “«* •<»* 

consisting of Oriental manuscripts. ' ,0 °° V ° lum<!S ' 

I m happy, however, here to state, that the death „f \r * „ 

plauii, the companion of Humboldt in South v - ' ^fowiemjBon- 
public!, mucaccol. L« !„„ „ ilm> c „„‘, rjJicl „" m “’ *“* tad >«™ 

B^^bTXte'Tur^^^ ’ f «"• T * 

i 1 to psnetJtit<f iu^ 
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. • * Papers Read during the Session. 

] iutlramnut, continued exploring the coast of Arabia, and was Tjutur- , 
innately at Lack ini bv fever at Wad y-Beni-Taber in Oman- Hi* effect? 
anil paper* having l>een farwwnted to the British authorities in India, 
wc Riay hope to bene tit by the information obtained by Mr- Brockman 
during bis long sojourn in Scutlieffl Arabia. 

Ocn own L a bo l bs. 

During the session which k about to terminate, various pa pegs 
been read, and formed the subjects of discission at our evening meet¬ 
ings. Of these I will briefly mention a letter from Colonel von llel- 
mersen to the Society, remarking upon the great similarity between tho 
Australian mountains and those of the Umlcliain {being alike in direc¬ 
tion, height, and gcognostie character), and expressing ids conviction 
that auriferous and plnlltdfttaut s an d s will be found, in the firmer, as 
they are known to exist in the latter range i he concludes by strongly 
recommending a strict cxomiufltion with a view to ascertaining whether 
bin'll be the case. 

From Sir J. II. Telly we learn, that the Hudson's liny Company 
have fitted out a well-equipped ejqwdttion for the purpose of surveying 
the hitherto unexplored portion of the coast at the N.E. angle of the 
iiMri wn Gontlnents 

The Journal i>r Captain Sturt, giving an account of his explor¬ 
ations in the Interior of Australia, lias also been rend before the 
members of the Society, and will appear in an early number of our 
Journal. 

To Colonel Jacks in *e are indebted for a paper on the history and 
description of the various systems of representing hills, and the irregu¬ 
larities of the ground in general , on topographical maps. This pa|wr 
may properly be included under the head of physical geography, 

A very important pa|«r by Dr. Beke, mi the sources and affluent* of 
the Nile, and which will be found in the forthcoming part of our 
Journal, has justly claimed the attention of the Society, but os this will 
be very shortly in the hands of the members, it would be sttjKren$*tory 

dwell at any length upon it in my present Address. 

An account of a voyage up the Tigris, by lieutenant Jones, has 
* formeiI the subject or an evening’s discussion. 

\ memoir on the great river of China, the Yang-t/e-Kiarg. from its 
mouth to tlie outlet of the Poyang Jjiko, has also been read to yjfu. 
That portion which was ascended by our tteet ill 1B42, as high as flte 
city of Nankin, luis been accurately surveyed by Captains Beth tin#, 
’ Collinsuu,* and other officers of the navy. The upper portion is 
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* ' cs * ril>ed frotn th ® journals or those who accompanied the British 
■Embassy II. 1816, which ascended this magnificent river from the 
nirnirh of the Grand Canal at Kwatehoo to the outlet of the Po jan g 

A memoir of IWnn Grange! l's, -On the best mod* of nsrnW the 

If 1 ^; 10 lhis oLject * ■“ of *p 

L ges- fie Ad mi nil found* his hypathens on feet* coHected by him- 

h ' ** P ° ,ar S»-«d ^ Ptaa mas 

follow rhe Ships or the expedition are to winter near the fequi- 

™ v ; l! ^ Z tbc 7 ; lil 1»«'H OO the W. coast ofGmtZd. 
J here should be previously dispatched to this point 10 mTtv ( a ™ rli _ 

volar kind of sledge), with doge and active and courageous drivcnjmte- 

oT £ h P™~ I" tteautarau, a, soon;* the water ftUare; 

Z^ltX T t0 SnUth ’ 8 Sa,m(J - *" 1 f ™ n ' tiienco further 

tosan s the N.; on nnjvmg at the 79% it should seek on the coasts of 

■ mm land, or m the valleys between i ho mountains, a convenient place 
for depositing a pari of the provisions. 

-In February the expedition might advance towards that place and 
,n . l L he bt ^ Ilnl,1 S° f March, another station, two degree furth,r w * 

l.« CTpol.I„.„ <l„Hn S March, on, |_ 

leaving the e^sis. or keeping nlo„g tll0 valleys, or on the rid,,,. of thc 
nionnimns, as may lie found most convenient; but deviating Juiittte ns 
po^ilil.- from the line of the meridian, and shortenin'' the i 

crowing the straits and bays/ 1 5 >Uu,ce ^ 

^S^S^^SZ'ST mM •—* * • 

livable viih wclbcunHtruciedl 4lr-r3H™ .v/ L , a a „ Cr )PP“ 

^ss:^^S^rSS?r 

attempts io dbcovor * North-W«t I***™ lias toT j tt ,. ri f(l ^ 
clctit of the Royal Astronomical Socielv inform! n ' 11 Vft ' 1 ’ 
of his proposal to,he Admiralty in pj^d toSpi^n 
pose of measuring an are of the riHwidN™ i r , I0 * " * JM, I‘ 

the North Foie on sledges drawn hy Swtfuh ^ Ch 

“ ,Vtt th ? ft ™ w "“""P*- have felled because' a v'™- *** 

eh^-n; lie consider, the months of April and Mai- t f 

suited for the purpose. He propose, w intfiril|g j 

start from theac* at the proper season. Ulii -Tgcn, so as to 

Papers on the N AY. toast of Borneo, hy Mr W e rr ■ 

, ■ y^irMl.S. Harvey-on th ^ 
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volcano of Saddle Island, by Lieu t. Bather ; oji Dr, Morsel system (tf 
ceiogtmphy j ami one funiUliliig the rieEuitd of a route in a pari of the 
S^^ni f^piii Ghat to Twat, laaTU been under conaidoration, 

Tbe Society has aI*o hail brought before it a jwjier by Governor 
Ingram* on the Gambia river and Settlement; from this we learn that 
treaties have been concluded with many of the small states on the 
banks of the Gambia for the extension of our commerce ami the lota I 
extirpation of the Blavo tnufe. Governor Ingram gives ui .some very 
pleasing and Eathdaetory statements concerning the condition of the 
liberated shv(s p colonized on the banks of the river* 

And* in cottdlisioR, you have lately heard a very detailed paper on 
the Physical Geography of Lower Canada, by Mr. Wittich, describing 
die climate, the general features, and the productions of the throe jior- 
lions into which, for the purposes of his subject, he divides the country, 

UlimuE Slkvevs. 

Home .—The Surveys of the coasts of the HriiiaFt dominions, under 
the direction of the Admiralty, which were fulEy delailetl in the 
Address of last ycnr f continue to be pmeeutal, with thdr accustomed 
%adam| ability, by the oifieers employed on them, but they present 
no new features mpiiring special notice* 

IwipH ,—Captain Sullivan bn returimi from his lulnairs on the 
river Plate, and lias made a most interesting sketch-cfiart of the 
l\iruna as high as Curricuies* Captain Denham lain ret unidi, 
having finished the survey of the cant from Cape S*. Vml to the 
river Nun. 

* Australia, 

Australia.—liy recent accounts from Australia we learn that 
Dr, Leichhardt proposed in start. In October last, on a new journey of 
t vploratiop into the interior. Captain Sturt's expedition having id l own 
Ehat the anterior, in the long, of the head of the Great Southern GuL!> * 
i^D. desert, at least to lit* 24 it would be useless to attempt to cro** 
the continent in that or in a higher latitude: Dr. Leichhardt hzts 
arranged the following plan ; namely,—to proceed at once to iaE. 23* 
where in lib hist journey he found the Mackenzie and Peak range; amF* 
as the Mackenzie was well supplied with water, to follow it up to i* 
sources* which he calcolalrs on Ending about 80 or 100 miles to the 
Westward of* the spot w here lie before fi eg t came to that river. He 
conquers lie siiall then be able to ascertain wltcther the western 
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l.mticlus of the supposed watenfaed go down to the southward u, Join 
ilie «ysl«u of the Darling, or whether they turn to the northward ami 
form the sourci. of the largest rivers of die head of the Gulf of Cur- 
]H’iitaria. Should the latter he the true, and should the country tie 
sufficiently well watered, he would proceed t a the westward, keeping 
the mine latitude, ami endeavour to reach the waters of the N.W. coast 
Uut Aould want of water not permit him to continue his journey to 
the w^timrd, or even to the northward, he will then retrace his stein 
down the Mackenzie, and follow the track of his last journey up to the 
Bunich in, where if is joined by the Cape in (at. I9 a 12'. 

In following the latter river, Dr, Leichhardt entertains no doubt of 
finding the heads of the Flinders, aJW crowing either a table-land or 
ad'M'JNig range. He then purposes continuing' his journey to the 
Albert, following up its course to ascertain the latitude of its sources 
rind the nature of the country. Thu w hole of the journey, he hopes to 
perform in two jtm* 

Accounts have very recently been received of an important journey 
performed by Sir T. Mitchell, with the object of reaching the Gulf of 
Larj^utam from the Darling, of which I must endeavour to give a 
sketch, although we have not yet received the details, except through 
t m public printd. 6 


Sir 'J. Mitchell started from the junction of tbs river Maoquarrie 
with the Darling m J[lt . 30 G'S. and long. 147* 53' t proceeding to 
’ fie crossed the Iharran Swamp, and thence ascended the river 
Jklonuc, to a hill range in Lit. 2G° W and W. UV*? xiils ho 

™" ml " Beyond this range ft river was discovered 

lining to the S.U ,, fullyaa large fts the Darling j it was called by the 

to ioi!S; ; f ftcrwu * found, a. well a* tbs BeW, 

to joni the Darling. From hence Sir T. Mitchell traced the Uararma 

tU Ll mountoi “ volcanic summits; p^imr be- 

^ * lu ® i,or ^"S 0 town n Li the const, he at leugft reached 
'■ Vm ‘ e*? ° r nun,nt<uns **l«ndiug westward, about the 25th 
- ^ iri \ “ InljMlde - AtlifficuU sniiifaione country succeeded ■ M 

tniergiiig from its ravines, a river, the Belyanrfo, was struck, ilowhw 

WuetJ first lieCji, lo th* X W TL, n ^ ]■„. * 1 

h.. 44- O'. »d taTuSm Xl?Mr“f* ” |>, » 

■ Pape” Of Leichhardt. * mMtl 113 lhe 

Hence the party retraced their steps to the tamp in J nt H ' 3tf 
The syphou-baremetcr gave the , aHUl }ld , (t ^ 

***&* crossed i u hu. 2? as eiceeding 2<Xx> °l lhl > 




Frante. 


XXXV 


Starting afresh from this camp,, Sir T. Mitchell reached a gap yi" 
tlie westerly range, m fc&L 24 SO\ and Joug. 116 42% On oaceudrng 
t Etc range lie saw oj>eii down* and plains, with a line of river In the 
mif H eiteodiog to the N.N.W., as far os the horizon. He punned 
the course of this river during too mcct^ivc days, the furthest point 
^hich ho reached being: in Jai T 24 14% and long* 144° &4% Here 
imisi a rising; ground he could trace it* dfffDvpd eotuvse far to ibe 
northward* A range, showing sands tutu? cliffy appemed to th& south¬ 
ward, in about kt, 24 s 30% and long. 145 B 0% Sir T. Mitchell 
describes iho whole of this country a* the best watered portion of 
Australia (hat he had seen. New birth* and new plants mark this out 
as a region different from any previously explored.* Ha feels convinced 
that the estuary of this river bt in the Gulf of Carpentaria; and, at 
all events, (hat the country is open and well watered for a route 
thereto. 

I'rom flik jsoht Sir Thomas was obliged to return ; and his account 
of his journey was forwarded From the depot on the Darling, fitoca 
which he originally Marled, 

'Hits journey h not only exceedingly interesting in itself hut, consi¬ 
dered in connexion with those of Sturt and Leichhardt, completes our 
knowledge of the geoend physical feature* of the a Eh portion of Ausira- 
liaj which may now he considered as one great basin, watered by the 
Darling and the Murray, and their numerous tributaries, alt rising In the 
eastern or coast range; while tlic western wide is a desolate country, of 
lower elevation, deprived, so fiir as we know,, of any running streams. 
IV 1! ure happy to learn tliat that able geographer Mr-John Arrow- 
stntth is preparing a new map of this country on a large scale. 

• 

El hope. 

.France.—BL Vivien tie St. Mart in has published the fifth series of \m 
4 Nnuvelles Anna]es da Voyages f and the same indefatigable author 
has also *given to the world his * Keche relies sur lea Populations du 
Caucused , t 

* M* J. J. Nfeolw Hunt has rendered an important service to our 
m science by a translation into French of Pom perdu* Metals work, * De 
Situ Orbis. 1 The translation is enriched with numerous iioieK, while 
main- obscure passages in the test have been elucidated. 

We am happy to me, by the * Bulletin de h Socitte do Geographic 
de Parish tJial attention is being awiikened to the important subject of 

»- - * _, „-- - . --- 
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* Tine Euitivd were Jew nU'i ia-itf-niLr*, 
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biographical orthography. The advantage of ynifonuiiy in the spell- 
of the tames of places must be evident boll, and this advantage b 
still further enhanced by attention to proper orthography. Of all ithe 
various ways In which a name may be written, them can be but one 

that ' s corwc, > *" d tiK dfaftMr «y twd adoption of this one' Is certainly 
an nbject K] which, ns geographers, we cannot be indiflerent. 

T1, o Abbd Homlon Lis addressed a memoir to the Academy of 
Science* ofBirw on the detcnnliiatioii of a fi rst meridian, but 

liave no! htlmt t Fie n^ult. 

From our corresponding member Don J ft = e dTrculIu wo 
torn, (bat the principal master of the Museum of Engineers at Madrid 
JiTtiiir.fr ^ modtU of Tencrilfc ami VilUFrauca di Him, made hy 

The Gepgmphiod Dictionary of Modes, mentioned in my Address 

n'mlTJ tifil J - l l ' X * aMy: volumes ate already published, 

nm the fifth is , n the press. The work is to consist of 1K volumes. 

. I<? S" 11 of Majorca, in 4 sheet.-, illustrated with views of I’olma 
and some other low,*, ™ to be published oll H, a 30U, of April 

Of S'Zn T OB * of TfVt™ is in the com*, 

vecution, under the direction of the Imped*] Military Institute or 
> iuin^ Ill this limp Rome constitutor ili* merbKim* 

A niiip of Iialv* in tm * ,r&T*> ^ \ t, 

eomp^i * tbs, W Civalli, of Milan, wife 2 

wink 10 the Chevalier Adrien da Balbi. 

hl> i aIs ° P ubIiibet] al Mitre, remarkable alike for 
‘ TTZZY m " r Us «“<»<*«>, a map entitled « Carta 

m 1 r I ‘ flhC1 lflctmi mi & lior! material i/ At l’nriea, a mineral 
napof .alv, in 6 sheets, by Captain Aziti, has been 3SJJT3» 
*m otnanh, by !l,a engraver Pimaim. * mi 

Afikm.—M Milan Live appeared some works mediately ami imme 

££“ w!th ... *V*t, Of them we'wo dZrJ 

^mcularly refer to the ‘ Didonario Corografie Dnivereale dZ 
* ijLl * a work the production of some Italian taviou ami t t ■ , 
several pan* lm e already upptsuwl-of Lombardy qmi tlte Dnd.v of- 
I arnui; and □ ho ,hc ‘MboelLnea Italmna,' n collection of , 

memom, on geography arid statistics, from the r*rt of M \ , ' 

*** a,Kl ^ % *>- «* of the author, M i 

»«*« 1 Topografi* S,orica di SnM 1 t 

entitled * xNotiiic Katareli e Civil! pelt* LomUnlim'* ’ * ^ 

Znra .—An iniportniit publication by Mr Cnri-.rn i t iE 
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fijid a i.I<ar an 1 lucid exposition of tljt> physical and political ■ «)'. 
graphy of Zara, ' T 

Turin ,—TJie Superior Commission fur SMlblics has published ,1 
volume on Sardinia, ami also one on the subject of trimiml statistics. 
1 lio GeograpLmal, Statistical, and Commercial iMctlouaiy, of Mr, 
Cossolis nutl hk coadjutor Mr. Align is, is continued, and it* publica¬ 
tion appqan from time to time; as do also iTie Topographical ami 
Stalls Lien] Works «f Captain dn Butolomincij and Mr. Dim. . 

.Sm/inio.—Mnjor-Gcnein] Ferrara di Mannora has published n, map 
of Sardinia, on the scale of 

/’ lureiire. At llorcnce geographical inquiries and studio* are prose- 
eiKcd with inncli earnestm-^. The publication of the work 1 Cura- 
grafio deli* Italia/ forming 18 volume* 8v 0l , with aq Atlas of HI 
inaps and -bO Illustrations, is just completed, Kej>ctti’s * Dimuario 
Geograficn IMco Stone® della Toscana, ’ with a Supplement, forming 
the sixteenth volume of this remarkable work, Inw recently been 
brought Id cl dose. 

Mr T S,tlvngw>]i Marshatti, Medical Inspector of Grawclto, has |?ub- 
ibliwl a ‘Memorie Ecouomieo Staiistlcbe suiie Marrenua* Twain*/ a 
work abounding i» statistical details of an important character, relating 
to that portion of Italy herein fore but little known. The publication of 
the volume entitled ‘Geegnifia FolHJcn dell’ Italia/ by .Mr. Binntlis, 
h continued ; » is the work by Mr. Mnrmoulte, the ‘IVfrcino 
deJJa Sturta Natumlr generate e comparuU d" Italia/ 

JVepfo—General Visconti Informs us that, during the past year 
f l y i(5 )» ^ IL ‘ operations of tlie Engineers of tlie Topographical 
OLliec were greatly obstructed by the great dryness of the season, 
^whieli kept tin- inouiilaiiis oT Calabria, as seen from die Island of 
StremWi, hidden in coiitimial clouds, so tlibC the triangulatiori of the 
first order along the meridian fromTenooli io Capo Fksstie «juld not - 
be carried on, and they were only able to determine some secondary 
joints in Csdabrin* 

In the present year, requiring some geodetic paints for the Map of 
Ixingdom, on the scale of -ffirirr towards the frontier, it has been 
found Decenary i 0 employ the whole of the operator* in determining 

• points of the second and third order toward that frontier j deferring the 
i]itfeilioi]5 on ihe aic of (he HoeiMimi li]l they con be resumed wiiii & 
gicutir force of pcr$oEts and iii^runici]^, The (rienguleLiLHij of k Jic 
fecund mid third order ntivaiiCLt! tfuriug 1&4G considerably tonoitLi 

* tlie northero Frontier, mn\ to the K of JUikc Frame* The deHraaiimi of 

Fudijo is compk-k^, as ireJla& tlmt of the fjwintry that fumlniti 
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it* ELS fi.LT as tlio parallel wliicb passe* about a mile to the S + of Monte 
VaJlno. The topography of the country surrounding Naples has been 
revi$ird T in order to add all the details of the ground which had j^ot 
been inserted when the plan was originally drawn—that is, before 
1820. 

With regard to the internal labours of the office, much progress kw 
been modem engraving the great Mup of the Kingdom oti the jwjak 
of *t4-¥t : the BialbiicaJ and rood map of the kingdom, on the 
scale of IT ,V*fT commenced two ycart since, is alw mtidt advanced. 
Some plan* of the collection of Porta of the Mediterranean for the use 
of the Royal Navy, arc abo engraved. 

QrtfrrapAy*—The frequent eruptions nf Mount Vesuvius must 
nceesaiTttjf produce variation* in the height of the borders of in* miter, 
ntid, accordingly f M. Elk dc Peanmont, in a letter la our country- 
n*en Mr. Pen Eland, lias expressed the desire that the height of FunEn 
del Palo be very exactly ruensured every year, oral least once in ten 
years* On llik subject M. Canginno has written to M. Elio do lieau- 
inont, stating the mode by which this adeicaaurement iiuty 1* boat 
effected* It would appear tliat the Finite, measured by 5L Ainanli ori 
the 27 th February, I84U, was metres above the sen ; and tlmt 

the burning cone wns tTLeci metres lower Elian it; but that, mea¬ 
sured again on the 3La March, the latter bad risen 2'1 metres. 

Aaptes .—Of the various publications which have recently appeared 
at Naples, we tuny allude to that by Mr. Salvatore rli Rciui, tinder the 
name of 1 La Tupografia e Slalistica Meciica della Cilia di Napoli," not 
confined to statistical details of that city only, hut embracing a ho many 
wictitilic and learned consideration* relative to the whole kingdom of 
the Two Sicilies* f 

Austria ,—At Vienna h being prepared, by the Imperial Military 
Gcograpliical Institution, a general Map of Tuscany and of the Papal 
State*, on a *cate of j^rrJ being a con tin nation of those hereto¬ 
fore published of Venetian Lombardy, and the Duchies of Parma ami 
Modena. 

Under the same authority has been recently published, the result ,V 
the trignuometrical opew^ons executed bV Marten! m the year* 
1841, 1K4^, and 18-Li, In which will bo found many important new " 
altitude*, which Wert* previondy wonting Id the orography of Til If 
*Bussia.—Slr Roderick I. Murchison has received a eonimuntcatiuu 
from Admiral Ltttkd, of an intended Russian expedition of discovery 
along the Uralian chain, being the first enterprise of tl» Imperial, 
Geograpliical Sod§ty of St. Petersburg, a Society founded on the 
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model of the Royal Geographical Society of London. Colonel lluflj- 
tmsm (the companion of Colonel Hdmcrsot) in Jus Siberian tours) k 
thei chief of tbe expedition, and U already oh hk way to Farm, accom- 
] turned fay II, Kowakky os astronomer. At Penn lie vn 11 be joined 
by JL Strajefeky, (lie previous explorer of that part of the chain N. of 
Rogoslofak, who will act as second in command. Brant!), the faith fid 
companion of Middcndori?, k tbe naturalist of the exjieditiol]. 

This summer will In? pasted in inching tbe 65* N. lat. 7 Eh expand Ed 
previously attaints I on the Asiatic side by die labour* of Slrajefeky * 
and, in the ensuing year, it h hoped that the glacial sea w r ill be 
reached. 

lowland. —M. Leofton de Luc, w ho has published a work on Fin¬ 
land, propose* going again to that country, unit asks instructions of llii 1 
Academy of Science of Paris. 

Af&ka, 

M. Rochet dTieri court, wliose tirst travels in Abyssinia, in 1839 
and 1840* you are already acquainted with, lias just published the 
account of hk second visit to the same country; be had already, as i 
stated in tnj last Anniversary' Address, furnished the Geographical 
Society of Paris w ith some of the results of hji second voyage. The 
w hole of his late labours, have now been submitted to the examination 
of a Committee of the French Academy of Sciences. 

M. Rocket had embarked from Marseille hi January, 1842, and 
returned at die end of l&4o. The report of the Academy k very 
favourable to M* lioehcte exert ions. 

lie Iul -1 taken the respective bearings of leading positions froui the 
joints already detenuInod, and made a considerable number of meteoro¬ 
logical observations, not only at Angoboj and Anguilla, but also at 
Koasdr anti at Moka* The magnetic declination was also observed by 
him at Malta, at Alexandria, at Cairo, at Deudemb, at Kosseir, at * 

lljidda, tit Mokha, at Ambabo, at Uaubadf, at Augulala, and at 
^knknbar. 1 •* 

The geology of the country through which he passed has not been 
p neglected by the travel tar, who hog likewise collected many planls, 

««% of which are new. 

The tides of tbe Pul Sen w ere observed by M. Rochet, whenever h* 
had an opportunity, and it apitears from his observation* that tlte mean 
diurnal variation at Mok;i, on the N. of the Slrait of RuM Mandub k 
‘o-GnieiK!if but lliat it k much greater a t Amhaho, to tibu S* oft the 
st»it. M. Rochet's narrative contains, moreover, some interesting 
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detail on tike character, musoer^ and religion of the people of iliose 
[lirts of Abysuoin visited by him ; and, on the whole, whether at con¬ 
firmatory of the statements of other travellers who have lately explored 
itiat part of Africa t or as supplying fresh matter, is a most wclcdrue 
addition to ou r knowledge of Abyssinia, 

We sincerely regret to lunm that no accounts have been received of 
J/. D'AhbtidiG since early in 1845 ; nevertheless, liis friends are san¬ 
guine of bis return, attributing the abduce of all communications 
father to tbo difficulty of forwarding them than to any pL-rsunal 
d Ulster. We trust tWt these opinions may be realised in his safe 
return. 

On the dark side of the picture of geographical research, we lament 
to place the assassination of M. Maize U, an officer of the Kmn-h navy, 
w-1 io has fdleii a sacrifice to us live jcaUiusy or native cupidity. Tina 
young and zealous officer purposed proceeding direct into the interior 
cf flic country bordering lliu Zanzibar \ he bod made considerable pro- 
gre^s when the too murderous blows of ihe assassin Eliminated at 
unco his discoveries and his life. Of M, Kraff also we regret tu 
learn that very serious fears sire entertained Jcat ho have shared a 
similar fate. 

M. linflbncl, whose exploration of the River Faliim!, ami of the gakt- 
mhics of Kv i lit he, in Scnegambia, in the years 184344. was nicnliminj 
in my predecessor* wintvcrFary address for 184a, has undertaken thu 
very difficult and hazardous task of exploring the African continent In 
its greatest breadth, front \\\ to E., between the parallels of 10 and 
15° Js'.f end the French Academy of Sciences, ever ready to Further 
the views uf advcnlurmts travellers for the benefit of science, have 
famished M. Eaffcnel with all the necessary instruct iuus for his re- 
searches The geueml questions supplied to fdm have been drawn up* 
by M. Frey cine!, and specM questions by the Indefatigable M* JonianJ, 
besides particular instructions on various subjects by other mrtiw* 
Thus the means have been afforded him of acquiring valuable informa¬ 
tion on the historical traditions of the people am! their government, 

** their maimers-r pultons?, laws and religion, and tlieir inducin' j on 
the soil, the geological formation, the productions of the country ami 
Its climate. The study of the winds has been particularly reconi- € 
mended Eo him, and the dt^irablcncw^ of ascertaining, if possible, 
whctliw the W, wind which blows from lb* Atlantic a little to thl N* 
urthe Equator be due to the rartfication of the air over the African 
cuotiiient pointed out ; ns also w hether it be true, as affirmed, that in 
the JatLtmks he is about in imveree the wind from the S-te ho|, in - 
whtch caac it is provable that no high mountains Me iu that direelim j 
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or iTmC iFiliey do, tin y are further remove-1 iton the position of 10* T 
in wlifeh a duim U laid down on the 1 t L! ‘ livelier s attention 

has abo been called to the impGrta&co of lnctvarolflglcail observations 
ge&ully, and to tlie advantage that would art-rue from hourly read¬ 
ings of the thermometer and Uaroiiictcrj at different atloiu on his 
mute, and the method pointed out by Eoussifighnult for ascertaining 
tlio incau annual temperature of any place particularly recommended 
to him, as well as the gb^rvatlon of maxim a and minima temp-jratures. 
Observations for 3nt. ami long. have bmt properly slated as most 
desirable, there living on the li ne of his journey but three poirita aseer- 
tamed, vifc, Sak baton, Au&sa, and Kobe* in Darfour: the magnetic 
variations will also be observed. With tlie detailed instructions thus 
supplied to him by the Academy of Science*, and in possession of 
various iucdllcd memoirs and itineraries of parts of the country he is 
about to explore, furuMicd with the more essential instruments, ami 
gifted with the necessary moral qualifications, and already ncclimated, 
mid experienced in dealing with the natives; there is every reason to 
hope that M + HafTooera exploration will produce important results to 
geography and to science in general: he assuredly hits our be^t wishes 
for 3iis safety and success. 

It is also reported that four Italians (mmomrira) arc about to 
esplorc simultaneously, hut by ditferent route*, the central parts of 
cunt inert in! Africa, throughout the large space comprised between tlwJ 
Si ham ami the Congo* the Senegal and Aby>Mni*+ This combined 
exploration is said to have been a favourite project with Gregory X.\ L, 
a in I the present po|>e appears lo enter on the plan of his predecessor 
with much goodwill. 

Jfftdtiffmrfir .—The projected voyage of M- Lcguitfaft to Mnda- 
B ^ycnr f we understand, is nol to take place ; ami the instruct ions which 
had been drawn up fur the traveller have been sent to the governor of 
the Isle of Bourbon, to be given by him to such surgeons uf the 
French navy it*? may have m opportunity of exploring in Mada¬ 
gascar. 1 # 

* AwcmrA, 

* United Stvtrt^ The report of the Seererary of ihe Treasury affords 
m It Jo rotation of the progress made during the last year in the survey* 
of the line of coast. His report embraces the opera! iona of 
*,! iflcrinit survey lug jiartt^ in the field, an-. I (lie uiHeu work + Including 
computation*, drawing, engraving, and publishing of maps ami chart?* 
on which the wurk Im proceeded during Urn past two year^, 
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contemplates the survey, at one and the same time, of did* 1 rent sections 
of the coast, and the publication of the resulting imps. Thu* in 
1844-45, the tmngulation was begun iti North Carolina, and a r«on- 
noissancc made oq the Gulf of Mexico, from Mobile Ray westward and 
eastward. At the same time the work was vigorously prosecuted in 
the caste™ section, anti In the Chesapeake section, and tltihnhheil parts 
were completed on the coast between Point Judith and the Capos of 
Lhe Dditure. 

In 1845-6 the operations on the Chesapeake have b«n resumed, 
the number of parties in North Carolina increased, and the trian^u- 
iation on the Gulf of Mexico commenced. The iwnunoUsancc of 
t,K C(>ast of South Carolina, Georgia, anti the coast of Texas, has been 
ordered. The discovery of the* New South Shoal off Nantucket Ls im¬ 
portant, lying six nitles H, of any known danger, in the usual track of 
vessels between New York and Europe, out of sight of land, unmarked 
and untnon n except Uy the lost. 

From these surveys, it appears that the line of coast lias been much 
under estimated Fiillicrti.i. It is now proposed to divide the whole 
extent of shute-Hne into nine sections, by which arrangement the 
survey may be completed within n limited period ; in 1847-48 six of 
these sections will he in fall activity. Daring the past year fourteen 
surveying panics have been employed in fourteen Slates, but the exist¬ 
ing hostilities between the United States and Mexico have been pro¬ 
ductive of delay and interrupt ten, from Elm withdrawal of nil tf lc 
uHictTS of lhe line fbr miUtajj service. 

The magnetic telegraph has been used to ascertain the differences 
of longitude between the Washington ami Philadelphia observatories 
as cut introduction to operations on n large scale. 

CWm of New Uedlbrd and Annapolis Harbours bare beau pub-’ 
hshed t also the chart of Fisher's Island Sound, and the middle sheet 
of Delaware Pay and Hirer; the chart of Little Egg Harbour and ^ 
sketch of the newly discovered South Shod off Nontucket. A chart 
of New Haven ] larger is stated to be ready for printing, f he cl,arts 
. ,f New London and Syopet Harbours are nearly engnJwi. , 

dlreov Jv nr " yf I 1 '* ^ been rewarded by the 

!£I2 1 ? ? r,,C50 “ tl ^ !lnl ^'IW known as the Ntaikrt • 

South Shoal ; and of a shoal spot in the Vineyard Sound, where H was 

l *** WiUCr * ‘ Vlme **-«*■» important «“ 
vccL-, io the intercourse between Europe trad the United States the 

dangers brought to our knowledge lying, a, i, were, in the very high! 
way of each. * ,° l * 
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Temperature of the Sea, Rivers, 4fe. 

fFr.Tf Indies,— The West Italian Archipelago, and tlic Islam! «i( 
Gundalonpo in particular, lias been minutely examined by n. French 
traveller, M. Charles Devi lie, who wvls witne*. at the latter Island, of 
the earthquake of the 8th of February, 1843, the most disastrous with 
which it lm* ever been affiicted. lie has correctly surveyed the 
southern anti most difficult portion of the island, and has corrected tlm 
configuration ami relative position of some of the other islands. He 
has determined the heights of 150 points in Guadeloupe, and'found, 
from si ditraii of many observation?, that the highest peat is 1494 
metre* above the s*a. It may be here stated, that M. Duville, luving 
maitc an excursion to Teneritfe, to the Cape Verde IalantLiand Burba- 
tloes, observed in the first of these islands the height of its peak, to 
widt h he gives 370G metres—the mean of six other observers being 
3702. At Trinidad, Porto ltico, Rl Thomas, awl Guadakmpc, very 
numerous ami very exact meteorological observation* were made, the 
results of which, taid to be of the greatest interest, will no doubt lw 
published. In the West India Island*, the temperature of their rivers, 
lubes, njjrJ 11 rings lias been carefully observed, as also the temperature 
uf the sea around them and of the ocean, in hi* trip to and from I ene* 
rifib. The high temperature of the ocean, observed by 51. Deville, 
between Guadnloupe ami Bermuda, ia a new fact in science. M. 
Deville ha* also confirmed the fact of the difference, all reduction* 
nude, in the indication* of the barometer at the level uf the *ea nt 
different placet, anti corroborated the curious result* arrived at by 
Brman on this subject. Terrestrial magnetism ami geology have also, 
particularly the latter, been carefully observed by M, Devil]e, whoso 
work will no doubt be one of very great interest. 

• Central America,—Ur, M. Hurtado has taken hi* departure for 
the Isthmus of Panama, where lie intend* making observation* on 
Physical Geography, being supplied for that purpose with instructions 
frmu the Paris Academy of Science*. 

jVb«* yliflfrics.—M. Morelet i* travelling in Mexico and tins neigh¬ 
bouring countries, a* a naturalist mid antiquarian; and, a* be ha* been 
Applied with both general and special instruction*, it is hoped he will 
glean much interesting arid valuable information. 

South America. —M, Castelnau, wo learn, has rent home from Lima, 
aiiLl*stiU more recently from Ctttco, some Information respecting 
the countries he ha* visit id. and procured a complete list Mall the 
earthquake* which here been felt in ilmi city from Ih^U to 
- 51. CWftlnnU lifts aUu aildrrvred to the French Minister of I ubbe 

luxtructiun a report of his expedition from Cuy4» m t* L ‘ frouiieroi 
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Paraguay. Ilia route lay through a country almo&t tin known tu Eu¬ 
ropeans. Leaving Paraguay, ho entered the great Lake Cajva, a I jay 
kuJ, by Ihe native, to commuaLcale with the Ubcr&va* This river 
M. OiEtdnau proposes lo name Rio Pedro II. in honour of th«*«tn- 
pror. The best maps, the writer slates, mark net fewer tfuui four or 
five imaginary rivers, 

M> ChsKelnau proposed ret timing from Cuzco by the route of the 
river* *\[iurihjiic acid Uenvaic to the Amazons, uliicli hr would descend 
to Pirn, and thence proceed to Cayenne. 

The exploratory expedition of the Amazons which waa to have 
bwu executed under the direction of M. Tardy da Motttm*], ha* been 
postponed, a* appears from a comimmlcatloa mode by the Minister uf 
Marine to I he Academy of Science*, in the beg] lining of last January'. 

Other French travellers axe preparing to explore different portions 
of tEte continent of Soulli America, M. Mellvrt proceeds to the 
i^ lIihii of Dnrii'o * r M, Morelct is about to examino the natural hte- 
tory of Guatemalai M. d'Anet will explore the interior of Brazil; 
and 3 f r ilc HiUVCy has lately t] nit led the region of Fujrngmiv lo tie* 
m-nd imo the Pampas and the solitude* of [lie Rio Negro* 


Foreign ConEE3rONl)iL\TS H 
Asia. 

Wc have been favoured by M. Riot with a communication, fnm 
w hidi wc regret to learn that his valuable labours, as regards tlw pub¬ 
lication of the second portion of hk Essay, have been fora time stu- 
pended, in consequence of domestic bereave mebL Of the former y.nj 
of thb Essay, you will find some particular* in my Address of last 
year, 

Ctui*—Mr. Riankhus Jut Sen hm produced a most valuable tnu- 
liiimn of (he Ctuiww description of die province of III, which, though 
probably somewhat dry, snd but little attractive to the general reader, 
yet contain* important scientific facts, ami k the more valuable il 
enabling U3 to add to or correct the maps of Central Asia, publish^ 
some time &io» by M. Klaproth, It ia t we are happy to hear, the* 
intention of Mr. .Stanislaus Julicn to continue bk labours, afd tu 
tan*late many other descriptions of province* connected with ihe so- 
ended, Celestial Empire. II* purges ako lo make us actpiidnkd 
with the account of certain expeditions undertaken by ihe Chinese in 
QAlnl Asia, tin* rendering tu geographical science and discovery 
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very vnliiAblo servicp^ by making us more iniimaU i ly acquainted wiib 
the i interior of & va^t country hitherto nearly closed from our wtspec* 
tfoq. 

M. Schrenek, a Rinnan voyager, baa made some very interesting 
‘ excursions to wants the frontiers of Central Asia* visiting the countries 
in the vicinity of the lake* Balkach and AkctougcmL The particulars 
of those excursions Lave been published at Petersburg!], by M. Baer. 

Hong Kon^—A map of ihi* bland, on tlic contour principle, 
giving the heights at every 100 feet, Isas been completed by the officers 
of the Royal Engineers, 

Uitioric&l Grthjprq/*/iy/—For a long lime past* two of Olir most 
valued Foreign member*, each with an ardent desire for truth, but each 
very naturally anxious to find in favour of his own country,—the 
Viscount dc Saularem and D^tvesnl, have been at Issue o-n the 
subject of priority of discover}' between the Portuguese and French 
navigators to the sdijlIi of Cape Bojador. The honoiimblc icat and 
the extensive researches of the disputant# command our admiration ; 
and without vent tiring to pronounce in favour of either, wp cheerfully 
neknowledge our obligations to boil; for the mass of curious fuels 
which they have severally collected in support of their views, and 
w hich k all so much valuable addition to historical geography. 

SuhjrrU cognate io Gtograp Ay*—M. Grange, It appear# from (lie 
‘Comptn Kendus/ has printed, though not published, a memoir, 
entitled * Recherche &ur 1 m Glaciers, ies Glaccs flatiantes, les Depute 
m * Erratiqn^sur riufiimnccdesCHmats aurln Distribution Geographhpse 
cl la Li mite infmeurc desNeiges perp^tneUc^ct etudes da phriiornSno 
erratique du Nord de rEuflpe/ The matters thus treated of by M. 

Ip range arc not only highly interesting in themselves, but constitute 
Miinc of (tie most important problems of physical geography. 

To the same detriment of our science belongs &hw> a memoir of 
M. Alexis Ferry on earthquake^ by w hich it appears, that bt 1A45 
there wetq no less than fifty felt in Europe, distributed equally over 
the seasons, though it was previously ijclipvcd that the autumn and the* i 
winter were the seasons mcnst subject to them. 

The 1 Gomptes Reining Sftth Uny T 1846, coutnin.4 a memoir by 
Bureau de k Malle, tending to establish, in opposition to the work 
p f Foster, that the climate «f France lias not changed in modem 
lioies. JL Durum de k Malle intends to follow up the subject by A 
memoir tin the Ancient and Modem Climatology of Italy. In the 
number nf *hc loth of June, however, will be found Dr* Kurter =• an¬ 
swer fu M- Bureau dv la Malle,—and in the number for 29th June, 
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IOSCJ+ M. Dureau de la Malle f s rejoinder>—List reply of Dr- Fnst< r+ 
10th Au^t, p T 290. 

The geographical distribution of plant:*, a branch of our science 
rained iniu its well merited importance by the labours of Humboldt,, 
Wahlenbeig, E. Brown, Schow, de MirbeL de Candolle, de St, 
Hilaire, Marti us, Ac., who have laid down its law-*, h entitled to the 
best attention of those w ho have a just appreciation of the vast range 
of ultimately connected subjects Implied by the general term Geo- 
graphy j—it h accordingly my duty in the present address, to point 
out w here any additional information on the geography of plants may 
he found* I will therefore state, that in the ‘ Comply Rendu* * of 
the Academy of Sciences of Paris of the 29th June, 1846, you w ill 
ws Uie very Interesting report on a valuable memoir by M a Cfa. Mar¬ 
tins, entitled an ( l^siy on the Climate and Vegetation of the Northern 
Estuary of Norway/ 

Mescellasea, 

An hbtorical sketch by Mr. Francis Hutton, a resident in South 
Australia* and having a considerable stoke in the well doing and pros¬ 
perity of that important colony* This work gives m account of I ho 
discovery of the vast mineral treasure* of South Australra, which, 
though declared to exi*t ? by Menge, a German* were accidentally das- 
covered by the youngest sou of Captain Eftgol, whilst gathering 
flowers, anil subsequently by the author. 

The topography of the harbours of Athens, by the late Professor 
Hindis, a Hindi, but interesting treatise, has been translated from the 
huh tern Greek by Sir. E. Pye Colquhoum 

A dbMcrtatkm on the knowledge of the Passes of t he Alp* pos&aactf 
by the Roman historians, under the title of "Some liemnrk* on the 
Alpine Passes of Strabo/ has been printed by a member of our So¬ 
ciety, W. J. Law, lusip 

A second volume of Humboldt’* ‘Ewmos* has appear**! since my 
Ja*t address, but not having yet appeared in an authorized English 
form, T am obliged to content myself with the hare nijiHiuncemcuL * 

Our learned honorary member, the Chevalier Palbi, lio* published hk 
U Ess ^ l T° n the Population of Portugal from the Tim* of the BomW 
to the present date. ’ After scaling the great diversify tu the accounts 
*f funner writers* caused by lb# deficiency of accurate data, he pro- 
ceeiis to show that the population, which by the census of the Enrperor 
Augustus amounted to 2,841,000, had deceased in J5B0 to 1,000,00a, 
nfivr which it incijfiwd regularly up to the year 1907, when it rSachefi 
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3,199*000. The war with France, and the emigration of the royaj 
farmfy to Brazil, candied a diminution* bo that, according to Colonel 
Fraimaf, it was red need on the 1st of January* J815, to 2*959,000, 
pi lice which Elate it has graduaUy recovered, till in 1841 it amounted to 
3 * 460 , 000 , 

Athisrs .'—I base in my lost year's address called your attention to 
the very beautiful and improved edition of Berghaus 1 Physical Adas of 
Mr + Alexander X< JohB&toa, of Edinburgh, which is cow drawtog to a 
conclusion* and which, hut for the citnordliWFy demand made by 
the proprietors of railways on draLighlziiiierL and engravers generally* 
would liavo been completed by this time- Of the ten number* pro* 
raised, have already appeared ; mid the work will, in all proba¬ 
bility, lie finished by the end of the year. The execution of these 
maps is beyond all praise ; and while the atlas reflects) honour on the 
skill and ability of the enterprising publisher, it U admirably cal¬ 
culated fur calling attention to that most intending and important 
object, physical geography, to the study of which I must again invite 
all who would derive from our science all the delight and the prac¬ 
tical benefit* it Ls competent to yield. 

Within the last few weeks Sir. Betts has published tin atlas con¬ 
taining some new features, and rendered extremely valuable by a most 
copious index, compfiring nearly GO,000 name* of place*. In addition 
to the longitudes and latitudes usually given, there i- an arrangement 
of letters round the margin of the mops, by referring So which the 
situation of any required place can easily bo learnt. We must, how¬ 
ever, observe tliat this arrangement of marginal letters is not now 
introduced for the first time, as Captain Mangles* R.N.* a member 

this Society* had some years since brought forward a simitar mode 
of easy reference. Several entirely new maps of India* Canada, Poly- 
ncHia, *tc, are introduced. 

Au atlas Ita* just been announced by Mr. John Sharpe* which we 
notice in consequence of a peculiarity that is undoubtedly a step in 
the right direction. While in every atlas with which we are ae- p 
qwuutcd there are aa many scales iu maps*—in the present atlas, con¬ 
sisting of beiw'een 50 and 60 majs, the number of different scales is 
deduced to four* which nre ih-nomiualcd Coiuiuontal* Iniermediota, 
Divbk>imJj and Enlarge. The Continental, which is the smallest of 
the four scales, comprises 45 by GO equatorial degrees; the IntCrnuv 
dinte arc twice this size, or 22^ by 30 degrees; the Divisional, five 
mes the Continental, or 9 by 12 degrees; and I he Enlarged, Mem 
tiuies*the Continental* or 3 by 4 degree*. By this arrangement btfth 
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the linear dimension* anil the superficial extent of countries may be 
compeared with facility and dbpaietn A grater uniformity of scales 
Mian generally prevails muon^ our map-makers is very desirable on 
many accounts ; one of iIlc most obvious di^ vantages of a great 
variety of scales b the great time llmt is lost in seeking fora place 
whose approximate distance from some capita] or principal town is 
known, but the eye being unaccustomed to the scale* much time Is lost 
in seeking for it. It is, however, but fair to notice that it U not ^o 
much tlie nnip-makers as the publishers who employ them that are to 
blame. The rcpresenlnlions of the map-maker are frequently mi- 
hetided, because llie maps must be made to a given sbe, ami thus the 
advantage of the science is sacrificed to the convenience of the pub¬ 
lisher* 

Canclutim,^ Permit me, in conclusion, to ail vert for a moment to 
the present state and future prospects of the Society; The Report of 
the Council has so fully detailed the financial reforms which it has 
adopted since the last anniversary, and w hich you have tiovr confirmed, 
that I will only add my own conviction that, If fully carried out, the 
Society w ill bo entirely relieved from the four of any deficiency in the 
means of meeting its ordinary expense^ ulihout any decrease in the 
efficiency of its operations, except a reduction hi the sue of the Journal, 
w hich we may hope will only be temporary t ami that increasing funds 
will soon enable the Council to restore it to its former bulk. It would 
doubtless be ver> r desirable to passrai more cemTnodious apartments for 
bolding our continually increasing col lection of books and map, but I 
fear we must not at present but for any ns^Is lance towards this object 
beyond our own Society j ami the researches of the Cou.ncil during 
the past winter have shown tliat any removal to more desirable apart 1 
ments can only lm effected at an increased annual expense. We must 
trust, therefore, to our own exertions % and now that past differences 
of opinion have subsided, let us hope that our prospects trill continue 
to brighten, and tliat under the guidance of tho able and distinguished 
■geographer whom you have this day elected to fill ihc chair of the 
Pr^idents the Geographical Society will again increase the number of 
lli members, and extend the sphere o f its public utility* ; 
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50 l, Ami llirougku1 1 /D]' Sii]^i]iisr T SingDjwn. TI* uieifliL uid pm^tE ?>Sa1,iy 
nain<f tiSiikgajiuii- tEut EuglitJt uh« L Singapore. 

* r ami (limughuiii./fiir Luj^ata, tmd liu-ngabw. 
p f t.i for Logan, read 

* i ,/br C«ab«, read Conibeoi^ 

W*, | j jfer Tmjcn^p, /if-ti-d 1 Tfliijtiuj, 

*i /orpuLili, Fta^jiulih, 

5(^ p delete griiiitic, 

, f far TiLnjou£> mi lln? Tiinjg»g. 

11 for ^linitLctJy ilrtlti«il, rrad oluliuriiEedi 

-3 M L /l.jr inUnd rivet*, mini lulIIjuiI vi-ru i, 

* 3 /"■*’ pmid^tit, mi PMSiiair, 

5 iluiubovi, read IC u m LujW. 

3)1,^ Riiium, read Hi mail. 

t . for Irfpa F read Lfcpl* 

I, /(IT Ujtu liny jj, rtTlJ Rukct DiyK 

it far IkEn Uirfnm, read DCiket Jlmim, 

31i # iUjd llifqqgSigul, for Wrlleilpj Frufrinc#? read Ftufll&C Wdlfitet. The 
fitnu^t twnr tun* long litai iii d^iwfluilt 
t j far Amt ISlim, read Ayer KtiuvL 
« . for GEuCcr, read (jlii|ir> 
h far Pwe, mi Ptjp. 

3- L \t\ T f/r imilLc iciil, read deft£itt\L 
r i f Jr Songr, read S&SglL 
SilJOr Piiin rtrti Prye. 
i p for ClUbiLd, read CLtibliul, 

333 f f w Tnwm Allah, racf Tufa AlEali- 
i i fr r read MnnoiWi. 

1’ii.iil ddicliiHl tufttv*, trod 1 lion 1 observed dtlid^l ihahh, 

52^/er 1 believe ihti i* the fint iiaiuncc of gromi* racki near ik ihure titiHrvhl *> 
* oliw to1lie Equ Lnoctinl Line, Trad I Insl^te Mi ti ii the linE t i roe giwtf#4 
reclii Imre bm gl»meil to eltse u(urn the Iine + 
fr rkmenijffy, raa/ tlvrmtacj. 

Ht ^iikillin^- fig- 1 tl« ikeTchc* of the P*vUj Ubln grooved grimle-roek*, Ebe dr 
Kriptiun in the lexl hai bent irndwl rrmnecmi. 
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I. — On the Nile and iu Tributaries. By Charlie T + Bfke, 

Esq*. Ph. D t , F T S r A + « FJi.G.S,, Corresponding Member of 

the Geographical Society of Pari*. 

NotwlthstabDtWg all dial ha* been effected during the last few 
year? in the way of acquiring a knowledge of the upper basin 
of l he Nife, the position of the source of that celebrated river 
remains as unknown as It was in the earliest ages: the saying 
of the ancients, JVi/t qwnrere caput, continues as applicable iTt the 
present day as it was when first used lo denote din impractlca- 
bilily of any undertaking. 

Still, the want of success which has hitherto attended the attempt 
la discover the head of the Nile, instead of discouraging, might 
rather to incite us to more arduous endeavours. If the birth- 
place of the giant-stream of Africa has not yet been detected, we 
are at least in a better condition than ever before to decide where 
it is not . In this, as in most other questions of research, it is by a 
long and tedious journey round a spiral, with the fare never 
directed in a straight line lowards the eenlre, that lhal point l< al 
length attained ; and It is only by the comeiousnesSp ihoU as the 
fold* of the spiral become more and mure contracted, all that is 
untrue is left on the outside, that we are encouraged to persevere 
iiifour course till at length we reach ihe goal. 

The last few yearn have been most fruitful in results bearing 
upon our knowledge of lhi§ iuteresting subject. The expedition* 
undertaken by command of the Fashdof Egy pt on the one hand, 
and I he explorations of the numerous travellers who hate entered 
Africa finom the eastern ccutsi on the other, have supplied rich * , 
mtferials for the history of the upper basin of the Nile. We have 
on many points acquired certainty, where before nil was doubt 
slid speculation ; and the vantage-ground thus gained affords us a 
sure i\wl firm footing for the prosecution of further labours. 

As an aid lo wards the solution of ihb important geogra- . 
phieal problem + it is proposed in [he present K*say lo take a 
general survey of the numerous streams which undo to form ihe 
rfter qf Egypt. so far as our knowledge of ihem extends, In the 
performance of ihis task ivo s-hall confine ourselves as much a$ 
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possible to thy actual results which have born obtained by the 
various travellers who have visited the countries watered by those 
sire atria, Thai special Ian must at ill, at limes, coroe in aid of 
facts is unavoidable; but it will be our endeavour io confine this 
speculation within legitimate bounds, end to limit it, indeed, lo 
the reconciling of seemingly Contradictory abatements and to the 
arranging and combining of isolated and uncoimed cd facts, where 
achial information is still insufficient and unsatisfactory. To say 
that we shall, on all points, come to definite results, ia more than 
b warranted by the imperfect nature of the promises* 

The usual and m»l methodical mode of describing a river U to 
commence ai its source, and to fallow its course down the entire 
stream* noting Us various tributaries us they consecutively join it. 
This method is, however, forbidden to ns in I he case of the Nile 5 
for its head h snll enveloped in the clouds of my si cry which have 
in ad ages concealed it from our sight. The next best melhod 
is to reverse ihe process and to ascend ihe river, enumerating i<s 
various tribulariei as they, from time to time, fall into it. When 
we coma to a fork of the principal si ream, each arm of tile fork 
must be considered se|nir.uely. and its affluent* noticed in she 
same manner as in she case of the main stream irself. 

Jt is this latter process which must be adopted with respect to 
the Nile, And the right or eastern bank of that river being 
the more accessible, and consequently the better known 1 o us, is 
naturally first entitled to our consideration. 

For a dhuancc of upwards of 1^00 geographical miles 
from the Mediterranean, into which it discharges its waters, this 
mighty river, the largest in the continent of Africa* and one lliat 
is probably unsurpassed in lengi h hy any on the entire aurfhee 
of die globe, is a suttjk stream* Fed by the incessant rains of 
(he tropics, which are collected by its innumerable head-streams in 
die south, it Is enabled to contentl wiih the burning sun and the 
scarcely less bn ruing sands of N'tibia and Egypt throughout (his 
groat extent of country* wilhmft the aid of n single tributary; pre¬ 
senting a phenomenon which finds il& parallel in no other river. 

In about 18* N* lat,, at she northern limit of the tropical 
rains. ihe Nile receives on its right hank its Gnu great affluent, 
the Albarah—the Aslabonu ol Ptolemy* Tins river bfftrs rd-^o 
the name of El Mokidah, as coming from Abashin,* and at it* 


' MA|fcl, M>ki<Ub, or Mi-kvidHs. 11 the hj Fhids lli# *tirir* hilt cnnEfy 

uf Ab^iin 14 imU tka GiLt^i 11 known *&»*£ tlw rnlmUibuiU of the hmrr diitricti of 
- Alhorah and Samiir, % ihe Arab* Ihti euinitfj in call*! ttUv-jJV, But, in otdw to 
p,*¥rpit il ihowhl ho mnarkfet that i!*t apply this name nni mnAx l fl 

U.a Ai™** of Eniupean ramAw ml iftfalknt but unmJlj unto tWrri 
of t*ble4*i*i ef taasmi Africa— da* country winds, yj pwdnniw iW. of ftcWutrr 
tfitallr diprEnt fr.>m lUi (hr Narrow, » by the A*ah Etatrdunb ami iUt*-4«drn; 
ouirtrjuflaticigTaiiiiCii rums tk» Batiil rt $udi* r or country uf th* BftxJti. Thm lIlb 





■Tftjf Atharah or T jkhazic—ihe ** JftjFnftn-" 3 

confluence with the Nile it is called El Mokrdn.* It is Further # 
designated Bahr el A f smd J or the Black River*f From tho quan¬ 
tity of black earth brought down by it during the rains* winch is 
so great as even to afFect the general colour of the Nite.J In 
Abe^inia it is knoun as the Tikkazie* In the lower part of its 
course the bed of the Atharah is from 400 to 500 paces in width r 
with but liiih* wa \t?t except during the rains p it being stagnant 
and not drinkable For three or four months in the year. § 

At about 2 dap 1 journey up its stream the Atharah reteives 
on its right bank a small tributary* having its rise in the Bi-sham eh 
mountains towards SuwakinJ which b nearly dry in the summer, 
and appears la be nothing but a Collection of wadfs ot winter- 
torrents. To this stream Burckbandh attributes the name of 
Mogren, adding tlml below its junction with the Atharah the 
latler assumes the name of its tributary^ Cailliaud asserts, on 
(he contrary*** that the term Mokrdn (Moqrftn) signifies “ c con¬ 
fluence ” or ^juneiiW and that there is no such river as i liar men¬ 
tioned by Rurckhnrdt, As, however, the French traveller admits 
that several tarrenis join the Atharah, Bure k hard e 3 whose accuracy 
as a recorder of Facts b beyond diqmle t must he understood as 
alluding to one of the-e torrents* even if it should happen that 


ilivci alt«l 11 Hnl4ifr 4 '{Fl§hiiihi} nf Absltiiiiin (n F^p( T Arabia, ami tikdb, 
m 1131 -JiuiJty iidL i¥tm of In eL* otri hut* aeootjEiiii.oi] of Unit Errm. but of Hit 

COUtHri« S. ofliw A Lai; fclid I?VPJ: lliuw wll3 an! piirtkul .Lriinl ih Alrfjuini^ -uul 
W Ll K3iirf,nn h " cam c, m mui; on, frum rottnEritv ft ill frirltar lo the ??, Utai W tJ 
b#iiiK taM by th*E pbutic b«ri« ihf ikvc-nacr-rhim* pf Abr»*i™& piirduL* ihem Eu 
tlifl morltH* nf KnVm-i, Sifx on cbl, iiibjw«i tbfi " Friend of ilif AfrfcHW 1 irol. i. p. 35, 
Al rcgJJlll I lie 'line nf E^e furm fcL ALr^Miikin.'' irultnul of "■ Ai-yHiuifi/" [l L juiktjj- 
bjrthe Re*. C-W- timber^ in III* e AbmiiaHn und di|eifdJi|ftlliKhl Mihkhi 11 

(tlinCK*, l^nnikf Hi*), tuI. i. ^ 1, Eliol M (Ji( ipllinj ufllw iwnn? of (h|i cduntry 1 Afoji- 

Of a -w 

»miV i* dfnu}|^iu!'ly incovntit For, from tlw Arabic we iiaiJ finl tbe 

frum wbkb m J^wnni i iunjlil [laiuroHj be IdFCnei^ but tM)t 

r-fl_v Etima. #bi<1i irflna to Jn^int tn tE|« tforJ * At™' M hi fiki* + which i( ii TiCllTbt# 

tr^uHiui istKlr nf ipelLin^ ib« noma u vlapted by Dr r J n-hii>u iti hiiTpuiiliiion *rf 
F*lJtrr Jerome E V^a^e tu AhyuhiiV |mb]iwfatd in 1735; but ih bit ♦ kawlu, 1 

pub] I iiliL'cl in 175^, four-amt-1 w ml y jriii lalrr h lie Iim 

* ('nmmrtnljr pnjiKpuncenl Megrim Ctilliiui J Vnjagr k MfhrfifitBu Fleure niwc* 1 

toL iiL p. 17 <j. 

t 4 Sjjralir# of ibe Kv| im!Le i■-u tu Dorl'i?(a and pp* 107. 

7 Lin ini, in 4 JuarTml of 11llojal Soo»*^r p " roS, ii. fi, 1.^3. 

# Cj.lI tiaud T »uL iLp. L'JO. iy. Mr. Iiinl;ib iJLyi (- Njurasivr. |i 137)^ J l 
rffiiuAted il nrnbont Ih<>- thi fJi uf a mite nt in tin(Kiudiurv + ” Thii wm during Eb# 
tiim, 

I * TnaTtii iti Nubiit’ p. J7-^. [Su*lklH p nr 14 JrJu- 

bitant. 1 ^?. SJ 

5 1 (fcrliwire tlit oui Kcnmptiaii^l mid worHiy Skirluy* Colooel J.irtsoo* vu 

fifit Ira diircE jaitrxitigri, inh«rtli»btc litllC rn-aniuil 11 Whit Eu Obamr" (ijaad rdil* X 
to Ehr cireuin*tAtic;« irf a rivet* below lire tunfitirti ce of two Hrrunii, brin^ rv^iiiiis-i I 3-y 
llrf LEibnJii itoLii* ef the oppoeiiu I tonke a* ibo continuation of the onr or Elif mlbrr of tb-:ao 

■ iu *i onr Unfreqn^nt r^iiM’ nf HlRnpst-rv in InsTrllrnT archtitiU of niiimri^ 

lint VnuWEa. Tbe tMjCrttily fbt I hi m cauliiin haJ t|«vef iNTtlf r FS^HipliEli’d 111 111 iti Eli* 
cjk of the Nile and ibTifkxu rFilaitiriH. ** Veil, iu. pv I7fl . 
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he is mistaken wilh respect to ils name : since it is clear* from hfs 
"mention of it on several occasions* and from ihe factor his having 
traced its course upwards nearly an far as Sewakin, that such a 
water-course actually exist*. * 

At the same time (hat Cailliaud denies the e\i*tei^ce of the 
Mogren," he st riles f that there fa no trihuSary of ihe At- 
barah except the Sitit p which joins that river 3 degrees (ISO 
mile*) above its junction with the Nile. M, We me, J cm his 
way from Taka to tC6&-Radjeb4 crossed a lar^e ivater course in 
about this situation, which he calls Khur el Gash, and which, 
though usually dry, was* at the time when he passed it (in the 
month of November, I840) P no less than jfowr iAoitfu/tif feet in 
breadth, in consequence of Use rains. On looking to the position 
attributed in our maps lo the Mureb, which is made lo run 
towards the At ha rah in about I 6° _\ , lat., but without joining it, 
we should be led to the conclusion that that river is ihe upper 
course of the Shit, or Khdr el Gad], Bui from ihe relation 
of Dr, Petit* \\ the juneiion of the March with the At bn rah, or 
Takkazie, takes place considerably higher up —In fact* oppo^ 
she to the province of Walkait, in about 14® N* laL ; so that the 
Si tit must be a separate stream. 

Proceeding up the rig I it bank of the Tiikkazio— as, in accord¬ 
ance with tins native usage in Abessintar the Alba rah will hence¬ 
forward be designated-—we next come to the Mureb* This river 
fa generally supposed not to reach the Takkajb, but to lose itself 
in the sands of an extensive marshy and woody district, named 
H^rakiva or " the Desert :"^j indeed. Dr. Huppdl goen *o 
far as aliogethLr to deny the existence of the Mireti as a 
river,"* and applies thatname, or f as he writes it* *' Maleb/’ lo 
the desert country just alluded to* But this must have arisen 
from some misunderstanding; since nothing is more certain than 
that the Mareb is a river* i£ large, deep, and smoolh f "f | which hhs 
been crossed by myself in common with all other traveller* who 
have passed (which Dr. Ruppell has not) between A'dowa and 
Sera we 4 J Jliai ibis river become* nearly stagnant in the dry 
season is* ho wevet\ not to he denied *§§ an^ it may even be that 
* at the hoi glit of that season its lower course is altogelher dried 

--—-------- -- .% 


* Btiltt&hMiflt wik Wf-rrr, nmrikm in nipfiwh# fl* u MtumT lo he ih f ] awvr 
edotK af ihe Mprfct- $w hit 'Tuti^ p, 26 i. f V**l. iii+ *. 177. 

: in Rlutr’i m h]** Kil-Qurill*™^ p, luhL * Mi>uilit«ftid.t t 11 qf t|* 

Geographical Six-irij df liei-lija (IhlS), vol. ii. p. 10. 

* ^ i 1 ,#. !he motiBi itin3'bilL—F_ 5. 

* ILulli-iln tie b Socilti de Gi^grmpht* Jp PterV 3rd Series vol, uu h 3#. 
f £h* Lefthvir, in £ Uull*liu r &eV frid Strict tuU xW. p, 1:16. 

** 1 Hebe in Xbjwnigpr* vdS, ii, 74 301 ,17, 

H Brow, 4 Travel* la duawtr thr Source nf tlvt Mite' (Edit, w.k *ol, Ui. fl iu* 
tt Sw + J<iumil of R. G, S rh * mL fi. 0t. fed 
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up. Still it is most probable tlibii during I he rains its'walen 4 
find their way to the Tikkasie." 

As early as I he beginning of ihq *e vented nth century ihe For* 
tuguusc missionaries in Abossinia had laid down the March, in a 
general way^ as rising in the neigbhtmHiood of DoblrwA) in Hi' 
tii Listen , the most north-easterly province of the kingdom of 
TigTO ; ami in their maps they plainly showed the remarkable 
peculiarity which it possesses h in common with many of the fivers 
of the Ahessiman tabic-laud, of returning on itself* so as ffi per¬ 
form a sort of spiral coursed In the more recent maps the 
upper [portion of the Mdtcb has gradually been withdrawn from 
Its true position, rill at length even its uxbtence has been disputed. 
But in the map of MM. Combes and Tamisier % tin? Mlreb* 
notwithstanding that it is not quite correctly lain down, is re¬ 
stored to irs importance as a river, and the general accuracy 
of the delineation of its upper course hy the earlier Portuguese 
is psiablishrd< 

On its right bank the ftUreb is shown in the maps apparently 
on lIvt- authority of Bruce, as receiving the Lidda, which river has 
its head in Asm proximity to that of its recipient* though its 
course Is considerably to the northward of the Salter.§ It may be, 
however* that the Lidda h only the upper course of the Suit, or 
Khor el Gush. On it* left bank the Mgreh is joined by the 
Angljya, which river has its rise not far from A'degrat* the chief 
tow n o t A gilmte* a n d is c rronoo u sly made by K tippel l t o appro- 
priate to itself the honour of being the upper course of the former 
river*! 

As Tigre is that portion of Aboraxiia which has been the most 
frequented by Europeans* it would naturally be imagined that hi 
rivers would be well known and their courses accurately ns- 

S rtaitied. Yet such is fur from being the case. Even the 
assam (not Ass* nor Assam), the small stream flowing by 
A'dowa, a place which has been visited by every traveller in 
Tig re and where many of them have reskied for years, was 


* HI, U'Aliharfiti ItdlM lliiit the lonrt [ultion of tlir Minrb ji cillnl fCi&cli)* 
Mill that itjuim iTw AlWwh ofwt* but a^mrtutly ittity duEiutf tb* mu*. 

4 BuHttfr, 1 2nd Srtin, tul. aviis! p, 2ivi. Uoljf !M. Pttil iv correct in hi* infi™*- 

| i ■3CI > Elirrr iiLUit ht btff# BOHW fuaiuti iff llin rivcf WlUl Uvf SitJl 4»V M. C.LtllmJsJ-. 

* M. d'AhWtr fun her drwri bn a j #™ii rif*r SIV^i ^ dllrJ A^imI^+ u t lit* 
tbe uthef near Dubirwi, tiut miming muibifAfllijiiitil diitUiuitijf iUelf into i hr Utd 
near SAwfclliv 

f Tbit lf?d Viwiui ti* hrtr ll* r**ntcisuln nf Jfnw. Deliilf, id 4 Menu?™ 
Us 1'Aett\ltmw Hi^yaW *I« ShjEcucm,'170S, 36S- 

; ■ Xojug* ™ Ahvuiuir; a to,, Pan*. leas. i>r. rbw^ii *«■* w ^ T ^.r llti *** 

4c*..' v«J. ii. r, aotj/tbal tlii■ ii Barely Mjsiwt fnun lWr% bnua'i Mu Si\r- 

* ij ,^udi nnite ^nchr in fonnjiitfcM trailing il-n*-** tijm in i^ulhi^ Uruf^ v. t 
c-aii Jrlrmi iiMC slicir CiitEiJkctim'lT, 

| 1 Rti*r in AtlJulllt«i + , Tut. ii. p. 301 . 
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always regarded sis joining tba MAreb (il being so laid down in 
'the maps of Bruce, Sali„ and others), sill Dr RfipptU first 
poiiiretl out ihftt in reality it flows soul h-westward towards the 
TAkkime,* But this stuto of things is on the eve of terttil- 
naling. The military survey of die wbote of the north of Abes- 
$inia lately executed by M \l. Gulin ier and Ferret by order of 
the French Government, and that made by j[, Leiebvre and 
his colleagues under the same auspices, will, w hen shear results 
are published (which may shortly be ex peeled}, clear up all 
doubts upon ibis subject, as likewise on. many other points con¬ 
nected with the tojjography of that country. 

Leaving the Mireh h we have now lo proceed up iho right bank 
of the TAkkarie. This river is joined by several streams, which 
bear lo it the wulcra of the north-east of Abessiiiiu p among which 
are especially to be named the GekAa (the Gibba of Sdi), which 
dhides the district of Sahlrte from Terabiem and the A rebus, 
w hich joins the Tnkknric between Tembien and Abiirgdle, 

A liitie to i he south of the junction of the Arekwa* the 
Takkrizio divides into two arm*P Of these the eastern one il 
called the TsoMrh while the western one retains the name of the 
main stream, I hough in sire and in tile quantity of water which 
it carries io the common channel the former river h at least equal 
lo the laiter + f and according to Bruce^ it is tliq principal 
branch* 

A recent French traveller, M, Even* in his journey ihrough 
Lista to Shea, followed the course of the Tselari from near its 
junction with the Tdkkuiie to its source; and in the map of his 
route reconIly published § the name of die Jailer river is attributed 
lo the former. This 1 am iitclined to regard as an error. Ah 
far as my own personal knowledge extends—and I have crossed 
fath nw*—the western or left branch i* called the Takkarie, and 
tlie right or eastern one the TbeUrL Dr, Krapf also mentions 
having crossed the Terari (as the sunny is frequently pronounced) 
not far from Lake V'^hangi ;|| but ho makes no allusion whatever 
to die T&kk&zie as being in that direction. The Tsekiri is stated 
by Bruce % to rise in A'ngob near a spot named Swirai Midre, 
- close to the village Gum, where it has, be hays, three sprint 
head* « wurwa like the AbaL Jt receives a large proportion If 



kP bt m mm MOr rami*. from ait* in (hr fbnrtmb ^lumViE 

J J ™™b ™ whidi tie ttavelleft mt* bu bwu flllid m bj | W Ttrf .kf^ 


hlU3cl. 


, * Jcutmali .if ihc R«t. Jlwm, twribfrg lunJ Krarif,' p. ^$3. 
f *T««VToI.iii. p. 1M, l i 
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the waters of Wang os far as Wdffia. Its principal tributary 
on the rig hi bant is the Zamni, which rises in W ddjeral aiKi 1 
receives the waters from tiie WJilthpfii side of LndprlA." Of 
thb kuer. river the T*ami crossed by Dr* Krapf t _ k h tributary* 
Southward of tile Ziiiura iha Tselifi is joined by the Sieseli* 
coming ffom Wtjflfla*J and by the Slienisheho and Gebiu, two 
rivers Eiienhoned by Dr* Krapt as having been crossed by hiiu,§ 
Of the tributaries of the Ttdin on its left bank, I am acquainted 
only with die Knlia, a mkmB stream* which runs lo the «st of 
Sdkola* ihe capital of Waag, and is joined by the Cbda coming 
further from the east; the Sbagaiu, a u torrent* * w 1 1 cell faiEs into 
the T«Ufll much further to (he ponti T and down (he dry bed oi 
which I journeyed in the month of Aprils 1&I3 i on my way troni 
Waag to Bora; and the Mai Ldmi, the upper portion of which 
was visited by me before Teaching the Shagal u, and which j-’ins 
the main stream somewhat lower down towards (lie north-west. 

The high land of LsUta. of which Mount Bi*k form* (he 
northern extremity, divides the headwaiers of the Isdarilrom 
tliose of the upper Tahkapft»j] Ascending the ri^ht bank uS this 
latter river above the confluence* we meet wish the 1, eJln, vVrri.and 
Merri, all having their rise on the western Iknk of Mount Biala. 
The source of iho Tiikkarie iiseli is in the kingdom of Lasts* mitt 
id the neigh hour boo'd of Laltbak* one of the most celebrated 
places in ah Abessima, and remarkable for l(s churches 
hewn out of the living rock. t Of those churches a minute descrip¬ 
tion, witJ i plans, is given by Father Francis Alvara, who visited tbo 
spot in the year 1520*11 In Bitfgiijnider 1 heard, dial* slLortly 
before I passed through that country, M. Antoine d Abbadio bad 
visited Lalibak; bur I have nol been able, since my return to 
Europe* to find any record of the fact. Stumid it be an reported, 
that traveller will doubtless have it in bk power lo Lay down, with 
accuracy* (he position of the head of the Tikkaiic and (he 
direction of in* upper course, and thus to clear up the discrepancy 
between my description ot it froiu informatiou obtained from 
native sourcesj 11 and that given by Mr. bsdttt gsl the authoriiy of 

Peareo* * -. a , 

Fussing over to the left bank of the Tdkkaric and following ]ts 
«pursc downwards* we skill not pause to consider the various 
small streams which fall into it from Biegaitiider and ( he adjoining 
•districts, but shall proceed at once to the Belief, or Shoddy 
This* river has its rise in the Softy mountains of Ssinw»H,tI 


t fc Journal*/ p, I9LK 
| ■ Journals/ p- iSlr 


■ * Journal Jt. G. 3 r /?oV. sir, p, 59* 

| * Jmimai H, Ci. S./ idL alt- p- &S- 

II 1 Jnumfll 1L ti. Sr.' T«l‘ 3iiv, p. 5S r , . . r ■ 1 1 T 

. rn ‘tWb iwl3i K&wfHi/ in ^NJiratirtil * / ifS* 

ft ■ Vtnp AbjMmi*' p. X7 y ^ U K«Fl^llr *'>• »■ P 6I - * 
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and taking a spiral course to the S. and R— in a direction 
'conirary to dial of most other risers of Abessinia, which go round 
to i he S. ami W,—joins the Takkazio at some distance tot ho south 
of ii* confluence with the TselAiu Further down arc the Angrab 
and Gwangwe, rivers of some magnitude, having,their rise ill the 
province of Deuiboa, in the vicinity of Lake Tbuimu These 
rivers, the head-_>lreams of which were crossed by Bruce* on his 
road from Gdmlor to Sunuir, nolle with I lie Takkazie in the low 
marshy and woody districts of Wlddabba and Walkuil^ opposite^ 
as it would seem, "to the confluence of the March with the same 
river. 

Below this, we are not acquainted with any tributaries of the 
Takkazie or Atbarah on its left bank ; and wo may therefore take 
leave of that river, and pursue our original course up ihe right 
bank of the Nile. 

F r upwards of 160 miles from the junction of the A thumb, 
the main stream may be ascended without meeting with anything 
which deserve* particular mention* till in lal. 15 37* at a 
short distance to the south of the town of Hal ft yah, wo come to 
the confluence of the Babr el Abyafl and the Ruhr cl Azrdjt — 
the While and Blue Rivera* 

Without pausing here to institute any comparison be! wren 
l hew: I wo rivers—a subject which will be more in place in a later 

E on ion of thi» in VH*tigatkm — wo shall proceed In ascend the right 
link of the Bn hr el Airek- Here we first meet with ihe R&’ad 
(Hahad),f and then the Dernier m 7 two rivers having their rise in 
the high land Lo the west of the lake of Dembea, and both 
running from about S.E. so NAY., in courses nearly parallel to 
the Blue River itself. J 11 ic source of the Rail'd is not far 
from Chelga; and it flows between K mini and Sentiar, forming 
the boundary between Abessima and Nubia- In the latter 
country it is known by the name of Shimfah.§ At its juncTiofi 
with the Bahr el Azrv'k, ihe bed of the Halid is from 150 lo '200 
paces in width, hut it is full of water only during I he rains : at 
other times of the year it is in several places almost dry. || 

The precise position of the source of the Deuder b Hat known * 
« but this liver Is said to be of greater length than the Ra ad.^f In 
March, 1841 T t owed Ihe head of a small stream named GudA\ 
having iUi ri*e in Mount Bprf, in A'gaiimider, in 11° 5' N- 
lat. ond 36 40 E. long , at a short distance westward uf 
the source of the Abdi; and I tt&* informed that this stream 
(the Gudcr) falls Into the A'* her, which joins the Bahr d Azrek 


* * a D, 331* 32-4. 

% CdUbttdr nil- ». j>, 2L3. 

Cw]|iAH>l« Tol. il |1. 220. 
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Fair to the noirlh.* I look up m Si that the A'sher is the sain& 
as tlic Dernier, or, at nil events, one of its principal tributaries; 
so that, from the head of ihe Gudi^r to the junction of the Deader 
with the Bahr el A Trek, the Pender has a course of at least 250 
miles iti length. When Brute crossed this river at the end of 
April, almost at the close of the dry season, its waters stood in 
pools ■ but^ from the width of its banks (Cailliaud says about 200 
paces), and the great depth of its bed—all of white sand—it 
would seem I hat during the rains it contains nearly as much water 
as the Bahr d Arrek f It is important to bear in mind the 
length and size thus attributed to Itie Deiider, as they will form 
material Feature* in the consideration which will shortly be given 
to the subject of Cailliaud a river Flessetin.' 1 ' 

Beyond the Dewier, an ^ considerably to the south, we come 
fii’St io the Sodaliub, meniiutled by Cailliand J ns be mg n day's 
journey to the north of Fatnaka, a place on the right bank of 
the Bahr el Axrek f opposite to FrLc&kl; and then to the G&lia,§ 
halF-a-day’s journey higher up. Both the Soduhab and the 
Gann are si Died to be if torrentat* that is to say T si ream s which 
cease to run in the dry season. 1 From the position of the Bolassa 
and Hurra, two river* of A'gaumider* which join the Bahr el 
Azrek in the country of the Shankala^, or Negroes, below 
Cfrughdl,| is would seem that Mi Cailliaud's two iJ torrent* ST are 
the lower courst's of those streams,^ nhtcli, having their sources in 
a country of no great dev a turn, and being not more lhan 90 miles 
in length— for the head streams oF I he Deiider cut them oft’ from 
coming from further east than about 3CT SO 1 E. long. —have not 
.sufficient water to cause them to Row throughout the whole 
year. 

Above these two torrents, Cailliaud places, from hearsay* a 
river, named Jlessenn, coming from the S, E., and having its 
conRuencu with the Bahr d Axrdv not far from the junction of 
the Yabiis w ith that river* but on its opposite hank ; that is to 
say, in about 10' 4Q f N* lat* as laid down in ibat traveller** map. 
The Hess&iu is ** said to be as large as ihe Deader. Pl ft Lrpdn 
this, the question arhes wher^ a river of such magnitude can havo 


* * 1 jflunml It . Q. S./ fell. p* 10 F fg. 

f lirucp, vu\. it. p. 419. Cakllinud mji (vul. Ei. p, 22fiu tLii Ih* D^iEtr ii never 

1 ftbmtuiely dry aI simp of ihe % eair. J Yol* in. p. til. 

4 Kuni iu Arabic mrnrui ** Red or b!nck waler. p — F. S, 

[] 'fl.mnLil It, CJ, S./ *Cll, ItLT. |aji_ S p J.1. 

\ M dAbUtdie nirulmik* Ihe ffodjguj in A Info. and the AUii* in K»Sm, ,u 

wminif Ijc+wwii iIit Dmtfsf aud BiJniii. Sit J Nouvellta .Acuialei do 

Iftli, v<H. ii p. in, 

** Veliiu ■jjfiiitiei <+ drjf"* in AratiSe.— F-3, 

* U Eie iecuEKle F quv row ditctir tmni ccmiidfitbl#qitr leDmUir, *= nonitop 

HrM#nu, Thu dm tad-Ht* ei * im qpboucbtiii 4 peu de iluliBCf de 1 Y aboLi*."_ 
1 Vojifc* k Mfcroc, *C, P ' V*L HI. 61- 
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its origin and course. If wo consider the posilioci of Mount 
Giesh* in 10 5b r N, But. and 3& 5CK E long, \ on the one side 
of which rbcs [he A hoi linking its course northwards* and on 
ihe other Bide the Rilsam running io tins S.—the sources of 
some of the head-stream* of those two rivers being almost con¬ 
tiguous;* it is impose tble that any river coming from lhe S. E. r 
and joining the Bahr el Azrek in about the parallel of 11* N. 
lat T1 should have n course of 100 miles in length; much less '250 
nii3i_s p Viucli is ihe length of the Dernier. And if* further, Wfl 
consider the paction of this Zing ini* the bead of which river is 
close to that of the Glider (lhat to say, of the upper courto of 
the Dander). and the entire course of which t am acquainted with 
from personal observation,f we shall perceive that this length of 
100 miles musi, in fact, be considerably reduced. Where* then* 
shall we hud a place for the Uv^enn of the French traveller—a 
river #i as large a* the Deuder* * 1 ? 

To enable us to answer tin* question, we must firr^t discuss 
another, viz.: whether the Abiu—thts ( * Nile* 1 of the Portuguese 
and of Bruce—is* in reality, the upper stream of the Bahr el 
Aairek ; or whether hs sources uughi not to be deprived of the 
honour of being regarded the fountains of the Blue River* in 
the same way ns they have already lost that of being those of the 
true Nile. 

For the decision of this question* it is nrcessarv to ascertain what 
is really known lo m of the course of ihe Bahr el Azrek; above 
1 1 14' N- lai. r where it is joined by the Tiltmt from the VV. 
beyond which point, or thereabout, the personal observation of 
Euro|h*an travellers ceases. In the first place. M~ CmlJmud says.^ 
lhat. from repealed inquiries of ihe natives* he learned lhat fAe 
Blue Elver comet from much higher up than Ahessinia, and that it 
winds for a distance of 30 days' journey round a mountain called 
Bjebcl Mrhet, He remarks that "ii is difficult to draw any 
reasonable conclusion from in formation so vague and probably 
unfounded and accordingly* in the construction of his mnp p he 
would seem to have disregarded it ai Together, and lo have given 
the Bahr el Azrek she course usually attributed to it , though, by 
^his so doing* the Hetsdnn .—a river " as large as thy Deader 
sink* into an insignificant ,d torrenL* s * 

In the next place. Mr, Ingiidi, who was in Sennrir at the same 

* Sire L J-im iin ilB H, Cm, S,.' woL 3l1v. p, IS- In ilic Anlwle liujfutgc lj,* wut^ 
Viliam *i*£iJ_jflci u *nd 11 ur u frTiuiinJtk». As eLi i ■ river Bcinalty pliuli in ih* : vain- 
|u]s uf Gfiiljalri. ho u In Icfltftft parfrz<jt -t>f bir*|y * of biilei betWOeii ill bfiDjl 

■did flift# ofllt Aliii* il may !,* |gtfnuiiL«d Hut tin. 1 liuwfe 1% H[puGi:Ajji r ainj derive* lit 
urigin l - u,[l drcunutiiM. 

f St* tti* Map is ' Fionas It. t» r g./ *lt h pj±t L ■ + 

l H u**^**r, 4 Helis in Ecmps, Apirn. iicvl Afrita," rtnL iLmrt Si. i., * 

| CiiHiiud r to 3. iii, |v 50, )| Ibid, 
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tiino as Cailliaud, wae told by the people of the country, m welj 
as by carevaii-merchajiis, that * ** the source of the Adit (so the 
people ofSennaar cal) the river (hat mm by their city), is in the 
Gibcl el Gumnrn f (i* e- that great range of mountains called I he 
Mountains of the Moon), about si sly days 1 march of a camel from 
Sennaur, in a direction nearly south, It receives, at various dis¬ 
tance* above Seniumr H several smaller rivers which come from 
Abjssinia and from the mountains south of Sennaar/* On a 
consideration of the whole subject. Mr. Inglish is " disposed to 
believe that the main stream of the Adit y or Nile of Bruce r docs 
not tahe its rise in Abyssinia r but rather in the mountains assigned 
as the place of ifft origin by the people of Serinur-” For, be says, 
** on viewing the edobs of water (hat runs by Senluuir, even now 
[between the ?th and )4tli of Shawrfl=7th and 14th of July, 
1S21J when [he river has not attained two-thirds of ihe usual 
magnitude it acquires during the rainy season, I run by no means 
believe that the main source of such a river is only about 300 
miles distant from Eennaar/’J 

The eviolence of n more recent traveller, M. Russegger^ is 
of even greater weight than that of the two Former authorities* 
inasmuch as he gives us the result of his own personal observa¬ 
tions ; he haring ascended the Bahr el Azrek and its tributary 
the Ttimat much further to the S. than the others, and having 
likewise gone eastward towards the Tabus, which they did not* 
The extreme gout hern limit of M, Ri logger's journey was the 
camp on (he PuLkhidiu h between the Turuaf and Yu bus, in 
10° 16 # 1 7 1 * N. lat-Jj Before leaving this spot, he went a little 
w way westwards to ihe summit of Mount Gtnvedi, to observe (ho 
surrounding r country, f * From hence. 11 he says F | 44 ive had a 
splendid prospect, . . , Towards the E, we saw some very lofty 
mountains in ihcGalla country, on she Yabusand Ruhr el Azrek. 
f)| r these, Belfudi, Beshorij and Bchunili, three mountains in it 
sou I h*- easterly direction on the right bank of the BaJir cl Azrek r 
were most remarkable for their height and immense size. On the 
horizon, pt,%ik was seen to rise above peak, and it appeared that 
in ill at direction there must exist a connected chain of mountain? 
of considerable extent and importance* 1 * This in format ion is loo 
* 

* ■ * K9MmUivr t p- 179. 

f He cnfiiCL* DjhIh-L e] KSniar. f>. ■' of the MlMn.’'—F« $. 

I W> IH2, 11«#t uf Mr. Injltib, fai eiied in Dr. Rqnfl]'! 1 NuKi* «mJ 

Aby M-iiiih, 1 j\ 70 t if^ w^w referred U> t»y mt in i ltiWr la tbe Rrv^nri id J r M , T tt-* 
(imw Anchdrarcm oF the Itali-muMi, wri Itsu m V^uili. in Cidd jargon llwflib [iWm be*, 
IS4^r JU cutjfinrLalaty of lb* * oneJuMini lO which I liad [hi itml enr(y pfriwl Aimed* 
fruen Ind^lLdat tiltive e* iilitji!r p i*f eEi e- of I great ttHthrf) bran^li of the 

m^hr cl Aiirlc, Sr« pajff '26, mj, Lif Liie jrtnAJl E&iKy, 

-j i lleuf, tdL iL port ±U r- S-50. 

II Itid., p. WO* 
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precise to admit of misconceptbn; and* accordingly# i lie right or 
eastern bank <sf the Rohr el Azrek being shut in by ihose moun¬ 
tains, the southern course of that river is absolutely determined ns 
far as 9° 35* X. lat; ns it is Laid down, in fact, in M. Russcggers 
map of East Sudan accompanying his work. 

The course of the Ruhr el Azrek being traced thus far to ihe 
south,, ne have next to inquire what are its position and direction 
higher tip lhe stream. On this point M. Kusseggcr expresses 
the opinion that **fbe identity of the Ab4i of Abessinia with ihe 
Bahr el Azrek cannot be questioned * (he course of its upper 
at mam between God jam and Shoa having, as he says. *' been 
unquestionably established ns far southwards as the ninth parallel 
of north latitude* t And he goes on to say | that Bruces 
poaltlbn of the soul hern curve of the Abai, in about IQ* N- In t * 
11 is decidedly erroneous; this curve lying, aceordinp to the reports 
of the latest travellers in Shoa and his (Riissegger s) own obser* 
rations, much further to the soulli/* 

In this remark respecting I he position of ihe soul hem curve of 
ihe Abii, M. Ru-seggcr agrees with Mr. McQueen ; who, in his 
4 Geographical Memoir/ prefixed to the * Journals of the Rev. 
Messrs. Isenberg and Krapf/ states § that "the Nile [AW1] goes 
a little farther S.. about 20 mtle% than it has hitherto been laid 
down;” in accordance with which opinion be carries the turn 
of the river as far to (he S. as 9* N. 1atj| No fi traveller 
in Shoa, 1 ' except myself baa, however, had an opportunity of 
ascertaining from personal observation the extent southwards of 
the curve of the Abai; and as its latitude at several points was 
determined by mo astronomically, 1 may. without fear of can- 
tradiclkm. assert ibat the extreme southern limit of that curve, 
near the ford of Melka- tCuki, in LfbEtn, in about 37* 30' E. long., 
is not more than 9 52 f N. lat.; while at the ford of McLka- 
A'bro, in Slunasha, in about 30" 25* E. long,, the course of the 


* * Jieli*. £e.,' veil, iL wit iL p, ?3 r f ILtil p. 73, jo. [ Ibid., n 7 A 

I il* mipa work af Mem* Joaotafflnd Krn|tf. Ttw d*l* 

of ih ma]* ti Jm-ic, IS43. In De^mthFF fuSWiiLj, it*- Eo Major flurri** 

■■ Hijgiiljuail* Lif iEihigpia, J fondm^Bil hy Mr. Mf.Qupm,ljriEixiLHicL ibf »urEj#m ett rT e 

of lb* A 1*41 tD it* ftKTaiicf petition. Th«e li ftW a 130 IrM Injjkrd Yiri*Eion brtmr* . 
thrmmp in Mpji* tJ.inii'i wmlc mud ihott in l*fid«Tg *ml Krtpf. T( iUnw, with 

ne*p«;i Eg ilk# mwt*™ limit of ciic eurfr of Efae «nic rim^bkb Tirnliou ii u piydi u» 

kdf LI de^Ff# *if 1 uNxi Eiidr. 

Tlw drS mention vf lit* [jriimii^ of tS64jjm in tlk map in Major Hinrui t-ortt ii 
Alikilhxlj iiwiUrlo mi ua m eIl-p Hib volunv* of ikio ■Jmnul ufil.e n^jl Ctftmwnlit- 
Ctll 5od*ly + H Tliifl lallfT HFH nuL publidird rail July, 1^(1; hul Mr, Ml'E^h-vh bud 
(hr ui# of rli« original draftt gf Ebe t-iire-iti- portion* u.f it u ^1^ &* Juni-, 

* Fmud ^rilaArii™, - vliL i. p, %1\ hi 4 d .. ubtieM ^ pnm*wd a. cofi/ H ^ftlrtiu, in 
tlw tame woy ** kf layi iif did uf my mnp ut ito Ski* September, IS-ll f L see ' Sljukl 
wovJ'i Mnfjaiitit' fur Jtin* p lill p to1.1t, p. 7J&), whieb Tcoeiifcd bLi budi at it* 

bum time. 
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river advances as far N- as 10* 17' N. l»Li i» diretimn. at 
this latter prmir„ being about wcst-iwrfA-fflnL Now, 1 / iif phy* 
sicalhf imtmslble for d river in tin's position and mtA this rvnr& f 
in be the upper portion of the ffahr el A-reft* which teas trace *y 
Russtgaeras far southwards as & S3 N< Lit , and there found to 
come from still further south* Consequently* that traveller w in 
error iti his identification of ihe Abai with tho upper CQ'urv of the 
Bnhr el Airek, dr Blue River* as laid down by him; and Mews. 
CaiLliaud and higluh were conerlly informed ihni the latter; river 
has iis rise in the Qalln country 10 ibe S- of Abessinia. 

It wilt, by and by, be shown that it is the DcdMsa which is 
the direct stream of the Bahr el A wfc; f bat the system of in¬ 
vestigation adopied in the present Essay requires thai we should, 
for the present, confine ourselves to tfifl Abdl« From what has 
been already advanced, we cannot come to any other conclusion 
than 1 hat this river is merely a tributary of the Bahr el A ire k; 
and thus we can readily understand, that, when \L Caillinuds 
native informant* in Sunudr dflcribtnl to him the Hesseun* a mef 
«* flB lar^e os the Dander," joining ihe Bahr ci Azrek from the 
soulb-ea?t t they meant no other than the AbiL Iji further cor¬ 
roboration of this conclusion, we find in M- Kuswggers tuap a 
dotted line, which is evidently intended to represent the course 
of a considerable stream* joining the Ba|t el Azrelj on its rig it 

bank, in about IP N. bt; am! if 1 lie line ^ the Abdl, as deter¬ 
mined by myself, be continued trom my extreme poiTst at ,Mclka~ 
A'bro, in Shfnusha, in the direction ot about WA.W it will be 
found to meet the Bahr el Airek just at the place so marked in 
Riuseggcra map a -5 the point ol junction with a tributary. ^ _ 
Regarding it, then, as an established fact* that the Ablj is not 
the direct tipper course or the Bn hr el Auric* but a tributary of 
that river and identical with the Hessen of Oailliand, otir next 
*nsk is to proceed upwards along 11 * right bulk. I he spiral coucse 
c^f the Ab4l round the pemnftila of Godjam is too well known to 
require more than an allusion to it All round this curve the 
river is joined by numerous streams* having t heir sources Hi the 
mouiUaiy-chain which forms the com ot the peninsula^ and io which p 
in the absence of any generic native name, may be attributed t he 
appellation nf T4lba-WAha4 such being the designation of the 
must elevated and best knowis portion of the entire range d It 
# is not necessary here to prticulanM these tributary stwanss, 

* _____— -.—.--- 


* Ot 1 ihr Dtcemlwr, l»43p t pU**il in ikctiWi 
nrtlir RujhI GugnjihiGd Society, a dmqk ibowm s llw 

. the CUV. r rl Am k vt M. ftnmmd* ™P- , . 

* Amharic mrini Kt A** rit« ■—*lm 11 ■ 

I ■ fronu) tt. ti- »*; voL iW. pp. Ip 30 , 30 , 


of ^rvtatf 

Emh-iJrniLlj wf ik* Abii »Uh 
f Srt pifft 36, 
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of which arc shown in (he map contained in VoLXIV. of the 
Society’s * Journal/* 

Neither is k within the scope of tho prraut E**av to give 
any description of the source of the Abdi, a spot winch Bmeo 
ha* n-nch-rft! so famous. But, white alluding to the subject, it 
would ill become me la pass it over without bearing testimony to 
the minutely accural*description of this spot first given bv Father 
Peter Paez, who visited ii in I he beginning of th* seventeenth 
cento TT-t Th* attempt made by our countryman J to deprive 
Paez of the merit of having anticipated him in' the discovery and 
description of I he source of she Abai p or supposed Nile t mat ever 


* (tcI . a i I _ [>, 2V7) ill 11 * fJm pofidofi of tW pimi^tr nf Dami.it^ o* 

ihe WfctWif nf the hngdam mf Gftm ft ftemat + If ,j boumird flp ifu T<rmci « J%* 
b £’■#« /At rcri, tiy FIlp Kilt [AtiAij ob rhe mnth, fiJid by the high mumihuiii 
uf Amid Amid on llie iiMf1h d It i* a tout JQiiilCr* in length from north to buulli^ nidi 
feOGntthiEig mgpp than 1* ill limiltli fnira fftit To TBL t H ,4tid bbH^Krtljiigly itiAl pfFbV iljeo 
I# kid dwi in hi* awfi ai bfbjj |ilu*l# ■■ fAr pawWl^ji rtrWir e/i'Ar pnu W fo <yT 
rjfrfjvw. Oti my Irtfb JMMffevrr, isatu i be prumuili from the «Jt. tuvank iIh 

rf the year 19-11,1 kund Hue province of Proper In occupy tin* |rocii« 

(itii*l ei jti jllrlhu-viJ l*j Hriice to l>nniu>t ■ and uel my ‘furEher lporurj iiii^ DAmut juid 
A fiunildkr m I he twrinniEig ef 1 fittd lbs lr«r ^«ii • ■ e■ 4■ ^ 1).11e■ ■ -r go to nffo- 

pflkrf u fht irrai uf f*roptr t nt ]frli t €0 vi Fa> mi In frnm rut to Brat* 

uni Ijing to (to ibolk u j i >, L -giiPh-wtii of th* nam bf the AI41+ i. r. |V. 

With regard lo the riven " Trmci " L #m.i ^ fjult/" mm i iui^d by [Smee .u InPcb^ Eh? 
kwinkrirt of ptmot an ito nil and *nE, I muit rtrciotk phut chinny a retideticc gf 
iii>™ month* m the psnitttul* of Ctodjum, smd f*[*ATrd jburjteji through it m taHoui 
diTveti-uni, I could tieubn- dml ikh beu «/ any ritm of ikpir nam** rielw m or ub 
joining to Diraot or 0&dj*.tn Proper, though I rn^mmitv mmiiml iftrr thm, rLrt 
bei»| kid down, from &n:i« r in ArrnwiimFh h # map, wbkh t tuul with mr. Hut in 
^ [b " Mw IN the wmtth-WYH—hnvttu il» dlltnct* 

nf KhiwuhI Mur% I tn^i with [he Tiromk (^Jauurmil R P fi. S.; rut. \iv. p. 2S) P — 
ti idemly ill* Tpmrp of ft* PbttagacK JrfuiFs. for which 3 im*ginr Dmee'i Trmri ft 
to it 1 atm Amiid ike Gull; which it the upper ooikisp &f tl w 
TUjtlie], 41 tributary of the- T.imtuir (Tbid., p. J t), 

Ai Dim iit Li iiWr altDf*th*f ig the wjiitlk and muib-wnt of I ho mum of Eh« 
AWb dill ii to iay r bryamtl i( 9 \i jj tnntufm tfc|*t Loba F in |*rCKw1hi|t fn LidlJ- 
W*jgfii (1 J^itinui ^ liklja^S rA'k) in wlkfcilK* he iu *n.t lo ttfeMbfa aw of lM 

rn ignnw hi iuKt of hu Order, mint have |mr4 by t of wtty rn-iir td| lk iou SGt m AhuHh-t 
of rkw rt*idrncm rftbs fmntU warn utTeinhui (TiHBh qU in A'^umliJ w, at 4 Uiitane# 
£lf fast than thirty mifa Apypnd fl* iw™ of ii* Jf* ir (tti^PdVDll R, G. 8L/ Val. iir. 
p. 7) ; And CTW VH nlm *| NefonA, «Jy « Jrbjw* Zb th, I™. c//Ai bnjvr 

brtw«n IE- h«d nixl X-kflTrtu* + {Sec t Andwalagi^ T .d r «in. p, 41 
It u tbrnfore r^uttp b fnllMj tg »"pj^.« tipi eJiw Jewoir* in AUvumk hud anj 


■Vf.) j.1 l* mmnm quEt* a lAIIACJ m mpiiau 

-dilUgcTilEyJti Vi-iting th. HTOJCC WbfitHV* &*y m*J h Art tbtagfat pPOlHPr .(V do fc^" 

8,«l. h*m S Ij n w, - W ^ l-a*» C r.V .Y^mm ^ 

^* r ^ I T”TT? > f,n| " “ nl " rt * #11 *» fr ^i fnw Ihr tLLjhicmn of 
Ha■ riiig MtMulf muiiWtl DiniuE, 1 

® ,l f •**«* uf, ir-f JftLLili wilbin the pailmtU of GddjuD *tn it Kullrlltt, 

Ilii^iL'hft. sirta, iiid JIyliiU At lh« liilfrr plaee . spleitiliJ rhureli m 

bepm (sbs ««tfd hy Falhst Dn.no in 1C27 t h..i wdj led ..nfinliM in I 635 . 
*Wh hr HMIH fllhsf rnsnilx,i ofhw Onlrr *srr eompsllsd to quit OUiam, A brief 
™ ln » lliu ^'tn* 1 * KiTfr, in ■ Jimmit It. <i. &; sol. irT fi 21; „ 
»nr| a ilituM ilfjf Tipi ion,, with plot*-*, will be found in ‘ Arr lurel-’fU, ' tsL xwt 

p_ ^ IflJ, 

+ Ki«hefV ^srptinfci,,’Sjrati^tr,* I., eap. til. „ 57 , ™ 

X ‘TiweV val. hi, p, ms, n 
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ram a in a sad blot on the fame to which he had siiflkient legiti¬ 
mate claims, without seeking to appropriate lo hi in self what justly 
belonged Id others, * It is not my intention here to PEiter into 
any details on ill is unpleasant subject, especially as 1 hare felt it 
toy duty, as the drat traveller possessing from personal observation 
die means of fully estimating the relative value of Brocefo state¬ 
ment* and those of Puce, to record the result of my ipMtigaUous 
in a communication which I am about to make to the Geogra¬ 
phical Society of Paris.f 

Leaving the source 1 of the Abai and proceeding down its left 
batik, we come to Lake Tsdna, also called the Lake of Dembcs t 
through the southern exiremily of which the river passes* its eur^ 
resit being distinctly visible across the waters of the lake. About 
fifteen miles lower down we reach ihe A'lata, a small stream in* 
considerable in itself, but enlitlKl to particular mention on account 
of its proximity to the cataract of '17$ Esat,. or i( The Smoke of 
Fire*” | which Europeans, from Father Jerome Lobo§ down- 
wards, have called the u Cataract of A'lataT after its name. 

The first river of magnitude falling into the Abrii on its left 
bank ia the Bd-hLLn. the recipient of tfie waters of the province of 
Amhira* and as such well known to us from the writings and 
niups of the Portuguese, Its source is at the northern foot of 
Mount Saga ml,! | at the extreme eastern edge of ihe tabledand, 
and not far from the sources of the Bcrkona and Mflli* two trihiu 
tones of she HawAsh,^f Nest in order is the Walaka (or Shurt- 
kora ?) of am oiler rizc* w hich has it* course through the district of 
that name, now inhabited by sub-1 ribes qf the 1 lYLotno Oalla* ; and 
fiiriher to the south is the Djintlna* one of tile largest t if ibui aides 
of the AbaT, which receives through it the waters of the whole of 
Shoo* Marrtfjiljiele, Mans* and Tinrulet* as far as the western flank 


* " Brui’e'i dL* honesty, which a referent +«-j Kirchcr** 1 CRUipu*/ a. IhmIe ^hkh be 
ptid-iaLily never «sr* emild mrt hoi immeilinJeU *telFCi T Cqcaplrtri j #i[HHed u wiy 
BJ I7!*0 bj Prafesrar HerUniinn, in hif 1 E4n*il AfricV ]\ IX iyj,—F, S, 

f My (wo viiiln h> thr *mtrt of siir Abli mt described in 'Jonmal R. 0 ,S-/ 
Tol. Sir, pp, L 3 und 31 , M, AruuiM d r Ahl*die and Mr, Bell hail l**h httn Eheie 
bo-fnrr me; m 4 lb* lM hm giTF* a than ■ccuuiat ofhii leialr in s M iwUwira ^JP 1 - 
lLoc* h { ^Eii.'AlrJCiiJiJriii, IH| 2 ). tuS 4 i r put L p. 22 M. Awloicte dkibiwiic h** tnw« 

been llvetCj uni hit rail is W4niel in tbr * Bui I el in ’ q|T 1h* (rrojp'o.gthfuaJ goeftty rtf 
Jfan*, 3rcl Berks, tel. Lbi_ p. a in, i ami " Numrellet AnrnJi'i dea V^ya^s/ 13 15, 
Tel. Hr p. 221, Hii n-mJirki lui \ny dFieription of the source ire commented on by 

# mv in Hir liiirer w.itli, I tdI. iii. p. 222 + t;-f. 

| A ii«crr|rfbiirj of chii caHaracI and of tt» (iriilg# Pfctf 1 it* i* ttivrfl b 1 Jeiunyil 

li. CLS n ' v«j<l. sir. p. A^f, M*f. 

§ Bruce (tuL in, p. 4^1, U Iksi nujint fu Ijoho wilh r^lWcucr En ELts 
ralnpact, than hr $» i o P*r» in wprcE of the *mjth:c of Ihe AhSi ; a* will he ihuwn m mf 
rnminiiiiPrAtiuh tu tine Shifty of Pari*, ahi^fF allLidril t*>. 

| * Jnurtialj of 3lrtSfi Isrttbr^ jukI Krapf/ il&, ^ ■ 

• i ¥«t Mwft lha( thr Milli ftb, of rl« M*p») n , rributjfjf ntth, 

•rr H, G. S., vol, xir.1>. IS; ,bJ MiMon.'Trt^inSputlMntAk-s.PW, 

*«l. i. p. 1 W, 
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tXrrri 0f rfat ETal >- river, the Bishilo, 

rarv J M\l* rST. '° "? the . ^rt* 1 (pwf. From the Jtine- 

rep'resented in an 'J Ta Busier, which is very incorrectly 

of Dr kJ H ibrir ‘Trawls.’ nod from 

»t,_ -||* 1 1 f t ®tich is scarcely less accurately laid down in 

the l ,lS ra V' 1g h,s ‘ Journals,’ wo arc made amuainted w ith 

lLZTfXtt‘"T“ """ b 10 •»» *■ SL. .£ JH 

„ rtS - - c lias Wn traced by myself throughout the greater 

hi- Winthit 5 “‘,7 a ? h ( lh Tl'"p lBrie * the P ri,,ci H °" e » 
VI?. 'Wheia of I ho Portugueso-^which like die 

?Cr liS "”** 1520 ^ his way ie 

T f >r) te south again of the Djansma is the Mdger, or Mfoir 

ffofXr ™ '** l0ft ? T“ ntainS0f Sa|4Ja * ™ *!»« ojJSita 

theTulomaond (ha iCutta GtaIUj| Where it joins the Ah ii, 
a|r ™ d y qwitt«| its Southward course, and has 
55* * westwards along the south of the peninsula of 

S !‘ f ™» table-land ,»* inhabited by 

tnbw, but whidl, as is shown in the map* of (he Porm- 
Pge. »a# formerly the counlry of the Gaf a t*of Da mot, and of 
’'amo. In consequence, however, of die irruption of rhe Gallia 
and their occupation of the districts to the south of the Aba'i the 
inhabitants of Gafa, and of Da,not were driven ac^Vhm ri^ 

knsnaS 11 ' ^ their fames and 

Of rhe various streams which flow into the Abai abus- il,» 
soul hern part of Us course to the south of Cddjam, it muy be suf¬ 
ficient o mention the Gfider. which forms t }J bo ZC 

SSJlr 1 Lfh rr . ,he K and iho “ 3 S 

J*E ZSgiXpgizs* 

?** H*w'bu il» Here* in Lfimau. 4 „<l f r . r ’ ■&> * iiajT«W 

>• a rnutakr, uolos hiipedii of tume allur Uv, r n r, f "* Het * J1,u " *>“l rhi* 
««q' i»i ucwl, ^ * ' trcr of,hl «HHMiani c , il3l wbich j ^ 

T S* ' «f [ be Phildbrie^ Sotinr * t»l a , M 






of the Aba? on iVj left Bank—the u Uabdhta.™ I 7 

" HaMhia," ivhiek has of lute years found a place in our maps. 
The first tneniiou of thy llahahia was marie by M, Jomard in his* 
very i ill e resling * 1 Notice stir !es Gallaa dr Lb union/ contained in 
the * Hullei in de la Society de Geographic de Paris/* which 
Memoir was drawn up from information obtained from a young 
Galla lad named Wan® fQuaiA)> a native of Stibich® in Lifinmtt* 
Wire eKprwIy staled that his country, Li'iurmi, was situate on 
the banks of o large river named Hah£tlia T having among its 
tributaries the Wqitttd £' f Wotirima 11 )* or, as it is written m the 
nmp accompanying the memoir, fd Ouelmll/ 1 i B r. IFftlmfiL 
From the great distance said to have been travelled by I lie young 
Gal I a from Sobichc to tJie fold of the Abil i Metka-Furij bet ween 
Gtidem and Baso; from the enumeration of the various districts 
lying ulong and on each side of his route ; from Slir espress state¬ 
ment t ] mt the MaMhia rti ns from JV. to S + ; and from llle various 
other parliculirs furnished by him to M* Joinard, the latter was 
no doubt justified iti regarding the >¥ Habdhia" not merely us 
differing From the A bit of Abc**imn t but as belonging ton dis¬ 
tinct hydrographical basin ; as being J in fact, the head of one of 
the streams flowing into ihe Indian Ocean- 

It was not long before this hypothesis was Adopted by other 
writers on geography* The Erst of these was Mr. McQueen,, who* 
in has * Geographical Survey of Africa,'! outers into ;i detail 
of arguments in Eroded to prove iliat the Li'mmu of Ware should 
bo placed upwards of a degree to the S. of the position aurilufod 
to it by M. Jomardj and nearly 2 degrees further to theW. Of 
co urn*, the peril ion of the '* Ilnkrihiii " would have lo follow lhat 
of Limmu ; and, accordingly* that river j* hud down in the map 
accompanying Mr. Mu Queen's work, as rising in about 7 JO* N\ 
lat, and 3^ 30 E- langi> and as being the upper course of llie 
** Kidmaney/I which river is shown in the same map as dis^ 
dbnrging itself into the Indian Ocean in about let. 3 5.$ 

* 2cii| Serin, tuL xiL p, 5 t ufl. t P- 2M+ 

l Se thf name 3> writlen in sk mnp; but in ci»e> bodf if the work it u “Qaile 
wmscy.'" T1k iiilhcir my* 41 Proceeding Hiitivinl from Jtihah, we And* belwixt tli* 
P4 TiiHfIi of 2" |p tfiha.t is, between Mjleriih .1 [MtdindAb] bimJ Paui. a law dell* 

ifu-cklj Luterwriril by Kwimp, llw t*tu*™ vt n Tnrpr fim* which, swconJii^ Eu the 
ililkri^ pf lk PurtU^M, m waidhrel aUl L)* E.kai dcrLlfint pogr^}ibrF E 3'.\nti t]*f, 
ftflP 1 Uie mDutibi cif the grwu rLrer QuilimiMjr"—* (ieojir. SiOTl of AfHep/ |i. 2-Mh 

It maj beprojrff Ira iiljftrrrt, 0ml in ifMlW'l Map of Africa, pubUibiHl Lei 17411, it 
j i phii^a rhe £d4* h liut 11 gib* cmin* of thiv river ■!# MiJ-jigifji, jnid it. caiiiiOt 

|j*- ilpii»rmippH! wlhEberil ii tlie Q ullli ifnane i nr river of Pa.1t.” 

s. %■ Arc AngeltT, wlio in February 1644 *4Cended ihe JuLIj or (ji>nfln.£ltie psrmto- 
Gmtwbw 11 p. ■.iy»:-* <A Tlie iiEahd «f PaEie ii in abont l D 54F S*; 

>Celindx ii in Blunt 3-S. H?ew*^mi |li»r litiiuJ^ tlut \\ in 4bnnl lil j* 

i]ie river 0»y or Onr-ay. nav tailed: hy iiiiaII crafl ebielly. . , . + Tlrf nvrr Oeajr it 
of gteat nlastk Liit hn* eery little vitrr U lh^ entrance. * . . < Thu rirW u net 
innwi: to the fbEivet flf ]wopl« un thv a* ibe ^QoilmBnej/ . ^ . Tufr c«TT«’t 

Ictitrifle of ik river Ouy will k fciuoii jjs Ca|»t- Gwen> ekni"— h United Srnfip# 
Jonffi*!/ I645 f part i. p. i27„ h. 

Mr. Arc Mrr irnwitu ^Thr Only tirerof ftnlftn Afda «ji which th^ 

* VPL. XVII, C 
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This view of the court® of the HabAhia * 1 * has been likewise 
Vdopted* with some slight modifications* by Lieut* Zimmertrami 
atld Professor Hitler * the former of whom, in his wrap annexed 
to the fritters * Bfrck in das HibQoeHknd^ makes that rm-r 
to be orr^ of ihe head-streams of the w Goschop.' f that b$ to say, 
the G&tljeht whitli river, under the name of " Gocbofch' 1 and as 
the supposed upper course of the Jubb nr Go win [f. e, the 
Wabbi-Oiweynaj K has of late attracted so much notice-* 

The 11 Ilabrilm ™ has> however; hince gleamed another position. 
According to M. Hu44CgHer f t this river is made by Professor 
Berghau!®, in his * Gmndris&e tier Geo^raphic*^ to be the upper 


Pdrtiipma lure pffirtmrrit, it 1 hr Qultmaney, * branch of the ZauLWtn, liuntnl in 
Ial T ] 0* S- —l vftaiitude only—from ihe Jutm or ‘ChwLot,* iVW<« lErith* 

fi, 127+ III Mf T CuuIrV'i Culp ID VftLxf. flf ‘JuoiW H. O, S,,’ ihf IW** M 

o0(d tbe- CuflTTUi, Aful Quil imam? it iinwn ple 111 lnuutlj, in about lb* lalilude ttOlfrJ 

by Mr- Arc An^lu. 5[f. Salt, lll rti-c Eu.ip at p_ 12 of hit * Vopgs lo Abyuinin,' hji 
down ihr !iu*jj (if Qui liman* (in she SCamhc**? hi llir Rims pcwiti«n; but in ji-. '•!», h* 
tprnki of gi ilir port df Q ailsmJTMTi,, at (hr mnulli rtf llir Ii¥ff iCunb^il,’' 

[ \\ "ben tbit Piper w *m rr*il Iwfuri* ihe Society, o*i the Ifnb Deem her, 1840, Mr, 
M.:Q Li/i*n itaJcd eIlilE, III L;i opinion, ibt KiUrflvrh-^y iuliI tbe kill r/i-r-nv on two ■ I ii- 
liihct Hvctn. Thl.i EHvtian k In fo iJnu account rd (bn When Tiiink no4 
away lo the Rotitlj by the early rapier*, nrjd war mute to til:* lb? place of lak* 
SCjicli hfae i. a* wilt be *hown in page 73), it thi quile naHirat shai the W iL*tji f a river 

running at elo gn'a4 diUAnc* to eIi^ moth pf ihc former lake, .. Id hitc lucent cotiiee- 

I qird Uf tn' it if head uf tbe K tl i niiiir, thIlecLl litu aril lum*b Eu rtibr t.U Ibdinn 
t)r«Lkn ib i puulli l of laEiludu not far junlh uf the Imn likn But lh« eoErbe-Jt iun 
Ulwrirti itc two ri«» being partly iftipuaryi it uu^l gf tgum to krr wrard 
it bhu u lake T#ana wu ihIlwI lo in [ik», and the true puiljuu of cite VV^Itbi *u 
found, to be to slip nortb of tbr Equuhr, <f iM, lb* Kifimtin** ttmter th* 

mm* Quilimantit »rjj matt ta unftmpnny Ike Ji'^Ap jurMlBfRii, B34(l to PtkEcr ihc 
r'C-L'iui iieax J\tctimfck f in alKiUt 3* S r laE r ; eIm Zcbet Iwuiijf cimlr by [Irliito to |ii|WTlfd« 
the Wn I. hi u eJ*b uasipr cuikroe of that t iwt + Th* (for ^ l>■ i e i■ 11 1 uf fba rim Kd i mine 
(Qniltmani’ or Cu^ina, haring liim -nil i“rn l\ drtoirninrcl totwm 

1^8. laE.. ih<* bjprthrtical u Quilimum " in 3‘ S. Ul, wuold uni^upilibnaMy hair* 
hn ri Abstiilniipd lougAgiLp w*r* it not for Hrace'i iSatoEiiPiit (mdL ii, u, 31S;> (]iat “ihr 
ii unicrrMa&f n/hcrai h# th* mtrof tkiM cmtttrtf f .lUilibidJ to he (Ji« bea4 
flf tb* Quit (money, wliitls |.4JMiiikg ttifutiijb Mich a Imd! nf turul [E(«iTrA] to 

ditjr Mthn.tn* pn«E tiaffl nprTsH 4 \rry cuniUlrTnldl! eummuiiicatigu with tin inluA 
CpelEiI.\ i, Jjuiirvef, th* cobn^iou Iwtwcen Ehp SCtlahi- and (hr KiLittkbifl ii □(.« 
mt Min? Af* kjpntkm' u vw rb p*rt4f th* ^™jA(n cf it it -Dnuiifevt tlmt 

(hr njra of hjcJi m dotiik h.s> <Ek wouIlL P4tif nart fctfsn Cfitert|uiM4 by tor WrrrdtfHfi vf 
Al/rni ap'i, who lullM nol wpII j*m*'* ally lioiiwltilg* nl n riv«t which pom *C a Ob- 
Iuk« uf 341 lifgnci of latitude (Iftfto milfi) aw ay fiohb tbe.r ei-iuntr^. A ueI ihp tryth 
Of Uut wiwn Bruce in AbPitJnu, bit o^n opusiDEJ, dprited no douhf ftom fvsEjv* 
■biiccrt K nfM, AM llw fact rwlty \% lhat the Zibet the jVjir .$c* fift, *| K n f thit 
Ewy)+ awl tl wai only aftir hii rvlum iiomolhut heuEupivLL (hr emir uf ihc 
Pdpl u^eh, at modilifn] by I Muir.] ' 

Wish rdVrrcirp to th«*p«Uin| w QaLEim«iin M fur lL QtiiliEEift»# + 11 l danoot do bdlft 
dun die tLe ^lUi«tb f Hfntfka of Mt T Cwlflj '“ Th* d i^pinpi«nt of proper carr.ra* 
m the Decwlnof *U UarnM and hit cdiittEiiuLtoto it to frequrnf and nunifm. giat r , 0 
enlieal riudi-cit on sik-w tlwlr initio b*concluufo notlwritj with T«trtkM la names* 
W rUltd in tbrir page* 1 Agbirimba ‘ for ‘Aftbhnbi;* * ^nrwina s for fc Cuina ? ^Suabo' 
fwf F Cu*m, + I hert' eraort, wiih bundmli imirt, bavo bfrb co^ici wirb lhuo«iii]«*i 
•w¥tlily+ ,t — 11 Juvnul H. G. 8./ voL, xr. p. lS£j. Tlw uuly hnif-tp*|J P d rwmf* whif:h 
h*ie to U notieid br me an ■ Quilmaco 1 for ‘QullLmaj*' i Kilim an- » -Tum-y’ for- 
* ■ t akui), 1 Zfcml*n ' fur ■ Znbfrr. 1 And " Al.unbi' for - Abihiu p or 1 MhlL* 

* Srr 43 , * 91 ?, t k ttrise, At./ sry|, ii + ii. P sa 

t !&dl + p, r 
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course of the Bahr el Abyad, or true Nile; which opinion has 
been adopted by M* Eusseggcr hiuttHf, ami likewise by Mr.* 
McQueen in his more recent maps in Major Harris's * Highlands 
of/Ethiopia* and 1 Blackwood's Magazine 1 for June, 1H44. 

In the first of these maps Limmu and Sdbiche were made to re¬ 
tain [heir relative position* with regard to the M Habibia;" which, 
seeing that it was from a native of Lfmmu alone that we derived 
what knowledge we were supposed to possess of that river and the 
neighbouring countries was only consistent and reasonable, 1 But 
in ihe latent of them Sdbiche is removed altogether away from the 
** Hablhia/ 1 and is placed to the N. of lhe if Gechob, 11 while Wire** 
country, Lmimu, i* m at h to extend ns far northwards as Enanea j 
ao(l m die remarks winch accompany this latest map it is staled,* 

I hat “ Enarea and Limmu are the same.*' It is added, L ‘ There is 
another Limmu .... near or the same as Siboit , which* according to 
Bruce* is lea days'journey from rhe capital of Enrirvn, and. accord¬ 
ing to the French Geographical Bulletin (So. 114), not far frmu 
Jiorro and Fazoglo. But the first L imam is the Limmu of Jbjmrd't 
Galia Own re, becatteu he staled distinctly that Subitche was its 
capital; that, in marching nonhwards from il+ he crossed the 
Wouelmae riier j and that Gin giro, tv which he had been, lay lo 
the right, or easl F of his early route; and further that the river 
which passed near Sobtiche ran to the south/f 

To these assertion* and arguments, however positively advanced, 
I reply that nothing is more certain than that Wire 1 * country is 
not “the first Lixnmu/ 1 namely, u the same asEnarea/' bui is 
the u Limmu near Sihuf acid “not far from Harm and Fazoglo” 
(Fazdkl). For the young Lfintmi Galia, Anuidii, whom M. 
d’Abbadie brought to Europe, Wtt$ indisputably a native of Eudrea, 
and his country was not the Limmu oFWiire^J 

Secondly, as regards Wine's alleged personal knowledge of 
i# Gingiro 11 Jrom having been there, all that M- Jomard says is, 
that “Ouare a aussi connaisttum dm Djemljiro qu'oa suppose sous 
le 7® parallels et sons lo 34 e meridicn, peut-etre trap a 1'tL 
Djendjiro reaiait a sa droite. II at regrettable qm Ouarb n'aitpOM 
de plus ample* nations tie ce pays intirenant, appele taiitdt Djen- 
djiro (on Gengiro) at tantot Zendeto T | II pass r jwwr renjermer des 


# 9 * niajrLwacriTfl MxgMLiw/ roV Iv. p. 73 &, } Ibitl. 

| 1 ISullfitLii/ 2nd Swrin, toL *iL p. L^. M„ (TA^Wlia *c lint d..*ubM \ht 

€lhl£qj« of Iks* Lfmnta* [ihkl 14 ml, A. £.*££ 0 ), iti urigrullj KuftiaUUtttd tiy AI+ 
Jranud (ibiil-,fvL xir. 17 ); \)ut he luti^tlfliLlv idmitlMl the £GITectQ«U a( lllV 
opinigrt of till Endued umnlijimit ■. thiii.. ml, iii. p. 4-1S), 

§■ Tl» ifelllfW Uniat 31 Yingar, Of Ylffljira, tlf EM* (taIIju U nrallnJ DjiraljffV, 
ibt Gi[i|in» of th* l p ortu^u«c. Tim nanw eIm clmup, bjr wnj af ridicule, 

*nto ZincljHv^hich ward pifuj i£ mflntej 11 lc± ,4 inherit Ttw 

have S ihrtlruLt^ in pAMiDiinclu< the dj\ wiiidi Hand ilan OuE axut in thfir lAnyiw^ 
duui^f ik GtlU mpulc iiilu Zkdei». 
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mi net."* ThU last is manifestly an observation, not of Wdre, but 
of M, Jomard,with reference to’tbe “ mines dor lie fjoshain dans 
le Dit-ndjiro,” which are more particularly noticed in the next page 
of the Memoir. Mr. McQueen appears, however, to understand 
thi* aberration as coming from Wire himsclt, anti tIsc ai>rtJ3 ,d il 
pa-'k? pour rettfrrmer des mines." as manning “be lind been sent 
Thereto stop some mines;” f and understanding it so, it 1 * not 
nhnge'ther unintelligible that he should entertain the opinion that 
Wdn^had bam to a country of which, according to M. Joma.nl * 
explicit statement, hr knew nothing except its name, end that it 
lay t o the right of his route—particulars which Wire might easily 
ban-picked up, and, no doubt, did pick up, from some companion 
in captivity frum Djindjnro, dial country being one of i hose whence 
Ahcssininn slave-dealers obtain their supplies. 

And, not to allow any point to remain unnoticed, 1 mast add 
that to draw a conclusion from the positions <it Sttbichff and the 
river Walreii, or Walntil. when these positions depend upon 
those of Lmwmi and the * Habfihiuis merely arguing in a circle; 
and scarce I v even that. since, in bis I <i.t map, Mr, McQueen lias 
severed the connexion between Liiutiiu and the “ Habihia, 
which connexion was tile v«ry foundationer bis whole argument. 
A h, however, M.d'Abbadie slates the ■*Ouelmld of Limwu" to 
b« a tributary of 'he Abdi r even I Ids argument tells against, instead 
of for, the position which it was intended to prore. 

The fuel really is, that the idea of the separate existence of 
the ■* I Luba hi a" has arisen altogether from a misconception, ns. cau 
lw demonstrated with case. Wire stairs Ids native country, 
Lfmtnu, to boon the banks of the llabithia, in the vicinity of the 
districts of Wimbor, SUnt, and Leka, and near to the desert 
country of A'ndak.J Further, from the circumstance that in one 
of hia war-songs Limmu is coupled with Hebaqtu {Ebanton)^ it 
is evident that those two districts arc inhabited by neigbbouridb 
tribe*. Now. in the memoir * On the Countries south of Abyssinia,’ 
contained in vol. Xlll. of the ‘ Journal of the Royal Geogra¬ 
phical Society,’[1 and die accompanying map. tile situation of 
Wimfaera, Sibil, Leka, ILiudak, and He bantu are all correctly 
_ determined and laid down by me-— the last district, indeed, from 
ocular obsercatimM Consequently, ihe position of Warc's countn r , 

* * B&illftm/ p, IB* ■ 

+ 14 GingiTD h* kdew, su A# W httm v*i rtrfy ta wnirt. It lay tP lb* rigbt 
uf hii kkIj* route, ihtf ii, tb* t-ii! uf Liimtti.”— * 1 OeugnijihLca,! .Survey vf 

|t. 202. 



,E Mt loner, mj ]»l»! tn klllr, Ilq! 
HlihuiiEu tiaJ nift the f«. 

Why dot* Unuaa lanf tot " 


HrkkEliUJ-^n IsiliL 
Umtnu mil tgxkr’ 


j p r S™ &ti «5 1 frleml af tive African,’ ml i. p b 1 10. * 

1 If turtim WmMimfanwvrt w* mighc ml due* Wire'i 11 Qintgu* A). 
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Lframu, called Lfmiou-Sdbo* to distinguish it from the Lfmrou^ 
of En£ma F cannot possibly be doublitd. It ib (rue khai in ihat 
nu-ifloir the llabdhia of Ware is considered to bo the Dedh&a, 
and not the Abai ;f and I should still be inclined to maintain this 
opinionwere it not that M. d’Abbadie expressly asserts that the 
" OuehmU oi" Ldniinu ” ba tributary ol the Abtih adding that shat 
river is called Abbaya (H&bahie) by the GdngasJ — (he very 
people whose former country is now occupied by the Galla tribes 
of A'piuru, HobuiiUlj LtmntUr &c, a to which \Wfcr« belonged. 
The only conclusion to bo formal from the foregoing evidencCj, 
therefore, is that the u Hab&h\a" is the Abdl qfAU l $$ initf, Ware 
being in error as to the direction of ii* course, tEio.ii which nothing 
is more natural for a person of Ilia limited means of information. 

I may almost seem to have entered more into detail than was 
necessary on the subject of the u llabnhiu but since this ima¬ 
ginary river has been adopted by so many writers of authority as 
ilie head either of ihe iY Go^diPp’ 1 ’ er of the Bohr cl A by ail, 1 am 
satisfied that good service will have been done to geography, by 
the pains thus taken to expunge from our uiaps ad traces or a 
river* which has in truth no real existence, j| 

Before lermioating our invesiigfltiQn ui die tributaries of die 
Abd i on its left bank, we have ycl lo notico a river which holds a 


MbtiiifE the Diirky. or Dunkii iithiibilkg tbs Gauntry bftiffreii th lljiitfr 

Aikd Blue Rinn,' ' 

p Have tlw Tifiu»f* «jeI SiNbitlLC nay G^tiUeTiOEi ? J ^ ^ 

l In Wili-^lhn l «ai tali iiiat Hie BwUtfci* ^ brart iW «Msat of Ab.u ; and 1 (bad 

aimiikjj; my MS. Uutr* A HBUKUhIuid of a rilcF ff'-ilmaH, ^ ** ^ !|F ^ W 1 * “ 

ijjjrjTjif; m Lkh woiilU mite it to hr* idbutarj or elve futriMrdirer, ivnJ nel w w UUer, 
Bui Iht aunruKi » Hi* frn u in cm# dw rmlttan ^ Mdimn, m the 

Talk b-nrerii iht JJrtttifc* mul A bit, mnniui shr From the eampat HUil, ui 

SViiUtUL, / id mjmt VH tJu konZn^ tit fw* ifahujh «mwW W tirbanfu, Wiiirf 
S J5 H W That, Horn iti pewitim, woul J mi-ui lo be, if Hut KUftif tin; ptaii **ei lay 
U. lliHHwr frum Sluui.l (ktt^k he l^l n person of tb« tajy mmnlttB* 

uWrvrJ. lit tLin .1 Innliiff on ll» rigM ImilIg oftbc Ikihr cl Anrk, ur Dedbrta. r nnu 

the unir .]*,[ Linnm-Snbo m will la b«rS.W" W, Lvyui.il bul«lj*. 

kiilu, ud cgutqiuiiiljrniw tgiuh tbc tillcjr ef ihrirtl. 

§ ^LcAbbn. dil fleuvr W«« m aval tie » JwKtbh tm I> t*> W** 

AbUjit (ox Sr/ tittlL, «t Gpog^Abba-i i»r k. A?.,w. '-- N vflle. ATi.u.lr. dm 

V«yn;rt, UII5, ful.ii p. 111. 4 Abba; «t unc abibrtTMtiet) an Abhajra «l« U 

Liigur (imip."— 1 Bulk tin,* 3rd toL liLf, 3 H, 

|J Mr, JcbUHtao, 5 n bii 'Trittl# in S^mlhaii Abyrtanc*." tesLii. p. 1 -k 1 14 

f jlk^F iii 4 ‘- 1 — - 1 " - l: l r - 

tUid ulln'J 1 
r iUjU Maj i] 

xk'*' were lull UfuH ikfieijr iptii— - . r 

•rci.L -M ,,. L,» u> ih« ■■ H.U Ahi a.' L uf tOune «m« itn- h. d*B; il. •sfi.lmte*. Imt i he.«»™ 
aSj i .t iiufeil - (Jr if l>j il Hurt gvEiiirtniiii m*n»a Jiypfl&filif*! rivm ^UTiiNtf rmr 
liSt^MMlGWjrt for Si* b*«4 laud tbe lMh£dfar it* ^ « u *W» STS Uw J ^ 
Mcompusynirf kui wurl5 t tlaii fiiiin}iky a T^rud uctinu un« of ib? raniuu f 

Hup ■ i thefiiliHepteEnber t lt 42 , which futEihif nmTCb Luibo^u toei?M)u to 
*Sh^, on thf tutii«r of thk mn|i t poLge 27, ly. of Hj? yf«eal . s , . .. ■ 

Tfc Irafv hvrr bejoud I.fmmu (Knarre) *ud Dj.mniA-KUltw u 5 * b 

Ivu no cDPinraka wtiatcvex witli Or# nvcl Uejood I^sheuhSqU^ nunbclv* 
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nroniinenl place in I he maps of the Po rhsguese. I til hide to the 
Jrlftlog, which jsstated by Telle?* to have Keen crossed by Father 
Antony Fernandes on his journey to Etiriren in 1613. To this, 
brief notice oF it our knowledge nf tbo Maleg i* limited* except 
that in the maps of the Jesuits it is shown 1o be joined on it* 
right bank by a river, apparently of gome sise, named the A neper, 
l\ c. A'nker.f It is important that we should endeavour to ascer¬ 
tain what this river Maldg really i% and how far we are warranEed 
in redlining it in its present position in our maps ; and for 1 1n* 

E urposo it is necessary to consider the original description given 
y Telle? of Fernandeses journey i which appears to have been 
hitherto strangely misunderstood. 

WearetoldJ that* departing on the 1 5tli of April, 1613, from 
Wambdrrema (Ombrania) p where the viceroy, Ras 8ela Kristos, 
was encampcdn Fernandes and hi* party travel led westward* for 
2 or 3 days, through the country of die Gongus, to Sbfnasha 
(Sinassd}* the principal place of that people.^ Here they had 
some ditiicidry in procuring an escort ; and when at length I hey 
did obtain one* instead of being conducted sou til ward* so as 
directly to reach the Abai t they were Eaken 3 days' journey 
further west to a plair? called Mini* at the turn which that 
river makes northward towards Egypt, and in a line almost due 
W. From its source. The Abi I, which was here large and diffi¬ 
cult lo pass, was crossed with the help of rafts and men supported 
by gourds swimming before and behind. On the following day 
they entered die country of ihc^Cafres** subject to ihe Emperor 
of Abresinia. By these are evidently meant the negroes^ or 
ShAnkalas inhabit tag the valley of the Ahai below A'gaujnider,^ 
whom Rns Seta Kristas hail only that year rendered tributary.** 
On the same day the guide whom they bad procured from Enarea 
to lake them by a circuitous route ( si per cdaroitho* desviados’ ^, 
in order that they might not fall into the hands of the marauding 
Shinkotas* led dieEn through the midst of a thick wood H very 
difficult to pass; whence, by a steep descent, they came to the 
Maleg, a large river, which (hey reached at night-fall The next 
morning they crossed the Mahjg at ft ford j and when * 1 they had 
reached I he opposite side, being no longer in danger from ib e 
ShaiikMii*, they went on more tranquilly P and soon ("logo," whir ii 

* * lliiForia d t Ya h i<i|ila i Aim/ p. dll I, 1 

4 In Ebe move muNlfFu enatiiibt nutue it €mirfcniilr written Afittu 

1 Ti-l[«,p.M 3 ’ * 

4 Tlikti fjj w^Ewdi rh* road appall to lw mueli thm urn* iu that laketi by mjsrlf 
in 1 SJ 2 . Sf( J Jmifiid It. G. $./ *ot. t\w. p. 37 , *g., 

|j " Em till dim cbi^mrtm ao Ingiu, Jiittid* hatf tun d* fwpijo Nila, a [^Bh] ■? churn* 
MuiL, t lie j* na folti qup eJJ* fin pern o Niitm * ptta. y Ejjjirto, tptqp rtufrmJt dr 
Lr*ti a Ot*ii d* Mvxt fmitS '—TH p. SI i , # # 

1 E Journal R_ G. S,/ -rai, *ii- r p. 0 r 

w * Self F*£i, in Hifcbffi 1 <Edi|Hi* ^gyptisKiH/ Sjutiiffma cap. fit. p. 39, 
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may indeed m^an “ immediately ”) watered Enure a and began 
ascettditiff a steep mountain to Gunea. Hew they were received 
by the principal chief of that kingdom, and from hence, in 6 
days* ffoinff always to the S.> they reached the cou rt of the king of 
Enarea, tributary to the Emperor of Abe^ima. 

Bruce gives* an abstract of Tolliz's te*t ai regards Fern am W» 
route* adding, “The road and the places through which yon pas^ 
are wry distinctly set dvwti in my map* and, l believe, without 
material error; it i* the only place where the reader will find this 
route, which. till now, bus never been published. ’ Ncvertheirss, 
tliiii traveller appears to hare much misunderstood the subject; 
for he says that Mina is die J£ ordiminj passage into Bizdmo on 
the way to Enina ; k *t whereas Fern antics states that he did not go 

bv l ho ordinary way, but was la ken three days journey further 
west into the country of s ite Slims tad as, and dint then lie had to 
go 11 per caminhos dV&viadof?.^ Further, in hia map Bruce places 
Gdnea nearly 150 miln to the S. of Mina, and, cc^equeniiv, 
almost at the end of the journey to En&ma, Fernanda s account 
shows, on the contrary* that it wmJust at the heytumny^ and that 
from thence he travel fed sou/hirards foT six days before reaching 
the court. J The Msdeg itself, which by Bruce is made ta take 
the place of the A'uksr (Anquer) of the Jesuits] map, is placed 
by him at a distance of 50 miles from Mina; while their Maleg 
becomes hh Bfthr el Vbyad, and Sbinasha (Sinawe) b shown by 
him as being as much as 60 miles from Muni, and only 20 from 
Wambarremii (Gmbruma). 

The view which 1 take of the subject is altogether different* 
Fernandes* when he arrived at Shirmsha, in the valley ok the 
Abai and close to the river, intended to cross there, that being 
the direct road to Euirea T § But the Gungas would not, or 
perhaps could net, let turn pa® in that direction p *n that he had 
\o proceed much further — three days 5 journey ''—westward* 
xo the country of the Shlnk^las. Here he crowd (he Abifi, 
jttst above I he point where it is joined, on the opposite bank, by 
the Male" ; and when on that opposite bank* being ad 11 within 
the deep valley of the Abai, ha luul nost to eras the neck of high 
land running out bet woe ri l he two rivers- 1 his wKs dene by as- 
sccndiiTg' through the forest which lines the bank ol the Aha i, and 


* + Tr*Ttk F fotii. p, 3IO,i^. . , , L 

-|-fii, rqj lliii* rury III * Jocmi.il H r Ct, fS.," vn! T 1LT, p r ^V-l . I h^v? 1 rrmJ LSI fl-ftUiip UljE 
the ftud hr Whisk I Inl 1 u ike AM i inSblnutia wm tbr vne td&«u bjr Fcnuuj^mt 
1 lull lluE tllrii mu I he uri pilu.1 iutll ofT^Us*- . 

* D Emthifxmkr* * Q Fndr* d carte da <1' ] * “ tm “ (, ™ T * 

o Xlud dv <ra G^i-rtiiiylur de Nnr*&, » id ™» **¥* khtdo w 

tc™ pw dado iwJUw o* Gi11 m !fsee<i« mmMjt 

dUlp-T Eei™ bexu, b™ cullitvdu* * dff mujrt* g«ktv. ,f —'p. 

§ ■ J>jlli jiiil R, G. S* + val. ii*. jv 35, *q r 
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then again descending to the Muteg. After crossing this laiter 
fiver* a Mmilur asceni had lo be made up its opposite hank* at the 
summit of which Terua tides reached Gdnea t situate* as I conceive, 
on the edge of she table-land* and being an dmba? or hill-fort* 
commanding die W, batik of die Malw, and in like manner 
overlooking I he valley or the Altai.* Thus far the nominal au¬ 
thorin' of the king of Eurirra, though already broken by the 
irruptions of the liallaa* Etppcurs to have extended; and from 
hence n six days 11 journey h always south, brought the missionary 
and his party to the capital, f 

It is unnecessary lo pursue Fernandes’s route further for the 
present* What I ms been introduced here is for the purpose of 
he! pi tig us in the identification of the AJaWg* The Father says, 
that Mink, at which place he crossed the Aba i, lay almost dm if r - 
froui I he source of that riier, which would place (hat spi.it in near 
1 J X. lat,; aial us the caufineuco of the Abdi with die Dedht^a 
li*s in about tlint parallel. it might at first sight appear that the 
M deg is no oi her than the Dcdbetft, or tile direct stream of the 
Biihr el Azrek, under a different name. Hut, on the odicr hand, 
Fernandes, when in S tuna* ha, was already lo ilie S. of 10 3(7 N* ; 
and as the direction of the Ahai there is west north-west, it is 
hardly likely, even .with his K * 3 days 1 journey further west* 1 and 
his “ftammhos ck^vmdos.' that he .should have gouts back so far 
to the north as to strike die river in the eleventh paralleL tl 
is, there Tore* only reasonable lo entertain the opinion, dint the 
Maleg is some smaller stream filling into the Abil at souse 
di^uuci': above* or south-eastward of that river’s junction with 
the Bedhesa, It is true that Fernandes calls the Malf-g a 
Cb large " river* but this indefinite expression proves nothing as lo 

* My 1-iEWKtry ifFor J j KTfrJll ifUtVIGH of .-tmittir *imalar I y plftC-ed, luohf A1 Dfil* in 
tiifif.uk of ih? AM ill mi mid Rimrhi; Selallc Alin, bclwee-n the Ahil aiul Jljkmm.i, &r 

t My awTi pu**g* of t!m Alsii* on f h* wjj from SbA* to Ovkljam (*t* 1 Jaum*f 
H r G.V to!, xsk V- 3 Ji>, W in u^rral pirticulin *u strikingly illmtntive of 

tlwiE &f FwiLudn knm Godjam to Eatrt** Ilia! ii i ■ adTinbW to give « brief *™mBiy 
of it herr. From JJIjci I ^iukiiL hr Ilka king fa Abk Mualle, line chief of tike M&gut 
GilliU, lo^lSw coniiuetnl «c«mi tiw AbfrL II j eMe chief 1 wu drt-JUrcnl Mr ™1 days; 
«n4 iIhii, hiatal of my fcwt'i inking me by I la* diml road wctlwAidi, w)iir,h would 
Inf r hren Eh rough iht wnntij of ihr JUjW GjIIjh, u 4 m aero* ihe Abil frAw iJie 
- ji.n.cEi tin of thr ievpf DjAionuk* I wm tnndr tp tom Eo lb* north, and lo enni lint Eh* 
HjJnmia and th-n the Al 4 l,qforf jAO n I hm *■ circuital- route"! had fl»t e*. 
ilrtci-nd V> iW Djlmma though 4 Eh-ck wtMid, t**l HOucnd ta^klkdll% iu iha 

fw\ brt weed tfciM Hrprifef*, ueiiJ ihffjj rgkdr^'fiEHl agnht Eg ihfi Abil, which ri t*t tai ^ 

wslh |3 w- aid 4jfiwihrk=r.-H with jfOQidi IqihH lo iht lEtuil of ihe tiack, my iu K ^e Eicing 
C4TT1^iI n\rr on a »i£t uf uni all rmft. |JJ -i! I. Ehnc fiAtlkulan lla« Ji.kj:.Lrjvp of t: - ,»; 1 A- hi II 1 , 
w»l m^ifee ii^i.iicid, to the rhk «f M^bam» uf tin riven njid 

hliic» r Afti-r CrnMain^ (Lf fc'romJ lifer, J hnd Em T^4ch ifafi iujfh ublc-liud of ficxjjrim 
by AM aiciiir, not 10 -hrep u llut by which Ibe ta»i KW r meld G^nca, ttA eom#- 
^iWnllj K^Tnueh Elw Euuger j jfm whiolk my route lit fur a caitimutih?? g^cr the raliEt- 
liJilJ of Gad jam, 4« hii wia fur iii rLav* o«rrr m ilmiW couiktry. ro which'li« ff im the ' 
generic name of EuAfto. Ai hi the ipplicMloii of ch* Hum 11 Enirfin^' iee tail 57 
i|, of ibij Efciiy. p 
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iU real size; and, indent while lie says ehat dia Abii had to be 
swum over, ho admits iliaL the Maleg itself was cross'd <a/ ajortf? 
But [his could hardlv bve been the case had it been she D?- 
dhe*a, which is a river having deep water shroughout the whole 
Veal* | since even the 1 abds which is only H tributary of it, is not 
fordable, but must be crossed by swimming or on rafts,* Besides 
which, hail Fernandes really crossed so large a river as she 
Dedh&a* lie would hardly have failed to mention his having 
reerpssed it* which he must necessarily have done before entering 
Eniroa. 

There is yet another reason for Questioning the identity of 
the _Maleg wish the Dcdhesa; namely, that at the time when 
Abessinm was first riished by the Portuguese, the western arm of 
tiie Bahr el Azruk was well known to them as the Takui (TaruyJA 
such being the name which that river then bore among the Abes 
sitiiana, I therefore, (he river crossed by Fernandes had been 
the Takui. he would assuredly have called U by that name, and 
not by that of Maleg ” That the two rivers should have got 
confounded with one another in our maps, arose doubtless iroiii 
some misconception on the pari* not of jbe Jesuit missionaries in 
A brain ia themselves, but of those of their Order in Europe who 
compiled the accounts of their travels ; and the clue to it is pos¬ 
sibly furnished bv the map of the upper course of she Abii in 
Tellez’s work-J In this vnap is shown a small portion of die 
lower course of the ^ Teeny, 1 * joining the Ab&'i on its teft bank, 
a g aiust wh ich is placed I he na me f * Ri i> Tflcw^’ N&w T jsu pposi rig 
the designer of this map. who had [he earlier Portuguese maps 
before him, So have Written Si RtoTaeaze ” instead of “ Rio Tacuy M 
bv merely a clerical error* it would have been perfectly natural 
for anoiher person copying iha map* but not having access to the 
original documents and knowing nothing of tin? ** I acuy r to 
tfnngine that the word IK Taca» ,h was not *a much an error in the 
spelling of the name as- a mistake in inserting the name itself 
against tlie wrong river, inasmuch as the fcS lacaze J! would have 
been well known to him as a tributary of the Abal on its right 
and not on i(s left bank. Ho would consequently have fell him* 
self warranted ill striking the name out* I he 1 akili would thus 
Ittive been left in the map without a name; and as She Maleg is 
nut shown in it at ad fprobably from its not being of sufficwuit 
’importance)* ilk* next step in error would have been to place the 
a am# without a river against the river without a name. 

The identification of the Maleg with one of the smaller tribu¬ 
taries of the Abal, most probably bearing in the present day a 

* * CtillWr TQt iii.pi IT. . , r _ 

f fit Rttto^ * A*W n>t iil part i fc p. TO, it Inmpil* ™ Ea “3T- 

| M Figniik Ur coinO o Kilo- -b- -hiJ* Hthisp^ F p IC - 
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Gdila desiETtttlion —m the Takui does in its actual name of 
*Dedhesa—mml be left to the researches of fufure travellers.* 

Having thus traced the Afadl throughout its eialire course, and 
being again brought back to its confluence with ihe Bahr el 
Azrekp we have next to proceed to the consideration of this latter 
liver* The facia which have been already adduced! refererce 
to M, Russe^ger 1 ^ observation of iho mountainous country on its 
right or eastern bank, are sufficient 1o prove* that, above the point 
where it is joined by the Ahil, the course of the Bahr el Aarok 
has I he same general direction lhat it is known 10 take lower 
down ; tliai Is to say p from S. to N* And from i lie consideration 
of those facts* unci from the information collected in Abesshda by 
M, tl’Abbiuiic and myself respecting the Dedhe^a, there can no 
longer exist any doubt as to that river's being I he direct upper 
course of the Buhr e! Arrek, or Blue Hirer* the confluence w ith 
it of Fhe AbCi* or H mt£m t taking place, ab is already slated, in 
about 11 _W lot. 

The course of the Dcdhesa was first approximately bid down 
by myself. In connexion with the discovery of this river 1 may 
be allowed to enter into the following details. When m Gddjam 
in 18*15, 1 obtained positive information of dm existence of a river 
of largi; size job ling the Abai to die west of 8hni&*ba t which river,, 
from various considerations^ I was induced to regard not merely 


* Oil tbe awnimpriirn i hat iht name AVe h of Elhiufiiui origin, in4 ou(hl cauie- 
qnrtnlj to be fruealtli'in fin name ippcIlaJivii sif i-.-uie urie uf Ehe principal tnhulflriei 
pf lhat rivrr. M.d'Ablmli^ uirrnigirs hr tin lire ifciLir H-sO-ttE fmrii Ihr hilfjf DldfiiA 
( D^illn*®)- Tilt itepi at lllii etymnbi^kal tour tie fart* life u 
Didfi— Ltif»—-NilM^Niki! See 1 Nmirellei AinicLr* <kt ml. Eh 

p, U>0, Ibn i^ fiKhipfittri bavc twii ovfriuekH tint M Pedbvn Fp ii u. mtidtr* 
naEne r filce Uftt .i, Wu^gcsn, itc.p and ni4tiar clbrn, wfiici, liner tbt Gdlil invaaioii* 
hakrt iijpmedrd I be original imTitc rumn- 

f S(* |>A|« U, 

I Oeic uf llbeiA eDEHiJfTftl»*i* 1 u iiitatrd ra mj trllrr nf ihr Gib Ibqi Iran bet* ] RJ2 7 
tu Uie ni^nw of Mr, fniJlilvidmMlj cplud hj i-a^r JG h j^, p ailiilL«4ome# of tb* Ha^. 1 - 

*1 Axrf k'i be Li i £ liiuiiic f^r la ibe iuiiUi uf Abmbb- Aoeibn, u it Am nmitkmnl 
in tlu-ir" Itllefn wu ihi? iimtion i if Mi, SlcQuffti, in p. 23tJ af bit * Groprapbi&it 
EiiiHsy ilf AfrifV iwbidi tutl 1 l--a.il it kill nifl ill Abefiniu). 1h.it Air. Ii^-liib J moil 
P ilJr.jly it.ilrfc, from II p*f»OPal IfciinwlMlgT. Pfld uvrn oculnr dfHIDmlrvlbin tif tf» 
■faef., I hat OkC Bihf el Alnad (U-Sitl /ipfit) ri:« ixu- mpfilb ta?n&e tbf ilihr rL 

jltwk ; r " it Iwici# rr]H';i(*d 1U iht urnc pH{ft + th&t •" ibt rite of the Ha.1 ir r| AImaiI ill 

ill junrlii-i-i witb the UUkt river Mi the +f Aptil?* Tbit would 

jn.iL* ill ' 1 fli’<dii>L’ nf thf Ii dir fl Allfk. Hi tlx S^ltir In l* i>tntrimL‘t «mnt 

in ibc n^witb uf Jfnjr+ IJnE i’lnm mjr |rr^i 114 I cxpnmiH of Him* — iki 4 tro- 
pi cal tlimaJe iu p*»\ mi ibrec (fitinriri,—ik fliwxling qf lb«? Abis lJ i,ut be-jgfta 
■ iViHHilill tbtnl tbr Runim^r i%iL»ri«* (Jwm 21 . Abd at a ir.niiils nr pftha^w 
brfejm lluU liwx the Bflhr A AbtL ihh Illtirvrfr4 to bfjjin fa Hi# at 
fiOO mil** Wev down tbe tiTracn, iba wdy amoluaaiHk Ibjat r«iJd be dfftwn from 
ihf Jirrmilc* WA-, ibtE ibe Wrilmi arm uf ihc Unbr #1 Alie^ muti bllVe lit Juurcp 
my tnudi fun bur la ik loiklli ; iuid h rl* \m\n af ih\% ttm vu iIhia mud# to 
fH lend 10 Itf Ibe inulb 41 to coincide *itlk i'iuit of tbe Gihfee (Zc-tiew) an it GO^jeb, 
there wsM na (dlemiilkve but m rrgunl .ill ibote rivets an kloa^tog hi uiib | by-ltt- 

graphinl lyrtptu. ^loce my cemnn E- Kn^Uml, bewev#*t t I hi*Tr ucntaii Kl, froni 

a ierer«ice Eo |ir. Ing] Lib'* urigioil wpsit (* A SAimi ice ef tbe bW pniii ion to Doli- 
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ns the di rect stream of I lie Bahr el Airek. but as the recipient of 
all the waters of the countries to the S. of Giidjam as far as 
Eftirua* * Kiiffn. and Yibigaro, and even further on. In accord¬ 
ance with this hypothecs I sketched & map of those countries, in 
whirls this river was laid down as forming the lower course of the 
Gddjeb (the connexion of which latter river t mth the iViYe, and not 
with the Indian Ocean* 1 had then ascertained }, and as having 
the Gibbe, the Dedh&a, the Baro, and the Giha as its tributaries. 
This map was dated the 6th of September, 1842, ft* was likewise 
a teller addressed to the Rev, J, M. Trow* then Secretary to the 
African Civilization Society and now Archdeacon of the Bahamas, 
in which my reasons were given for ita delineation in that form j 
and on the 19th of October the two, together with several other 
tetters and maps, were despatched to Captain, now Major Sir 
W illiam Cornwallis Harris* the British envoy in Slmn, for trans¬ 
mission to England* They reached his hands prior to the 11 eIi of 
November following on which day ho w rote to me acknow ledging 
their receipt; but they did not arrive in London rill more than 
*\x months afterwards, namely, on the 13th of May, 1843.* 
By Mr. Stokes, Mr* Tr&w*s successor ns Secretary to iho African 
Civilization Sodm% these documents were in part mtblbhed an 
the * Friend of the African * for Jane and July, I843>t and then 
delivered over to Colonel Jackson^ the Secretary oi the Royal 
Geographical Society, Mr McQueen having first been allowed. 


miK fie/), flat lb* lira* of the flooding of M# Ba^r *1 Abji^ lm !h*ii mUilared 
by Mt. McQueen. The American irattller fUe# no dale whoever of die Clinician 
calendar; but br tori (up. 11 h llfl). 11 Doimfl our iimv ouxuitv Halfya [Hal- 
AybIiI, the Nile, a# I A# nyV *fiht pila'flrfji]i, nwe mdctedjr *W J* 4 * f«L 

. , Thii mr-ritowrag ofllie Nik ucruitriied bjtberta «if the Babur *1 AbuuJ, 

wLi-rli,. lliif year at lewet fr cumnwrienl tin auKOirurjtum DMtlf 1 nwulh morier eIwui ihe 
Nile" ftbat ii, Hie S^lsr cl Axrek l Nuw Ihe 23-rd BhalJAi** in I he yr*r 1230 uf tli* 
Hkljrab, corrnil^cMlip nol with the ilM ni mrrin >1 by Mr. McQaftHrliut with th* 

21th .IW ] H2I - &ni3 thia dUr w ^.Ibmid by M. Cailliaud, wh-s rf*t« y (vol. H* 

p b i&l'j thus tbe rwer St Halftyali “ rcec eipbt c««LLmilre» Jwrmj (A* J 
%" Hen re tb* il*Hilir.j| of tbe Hflfcr el Amk would l*\wpl*e* + not msne lime m 
May, but MmrrdM tA* mitLUi afJm; ami c^ue.juflilly nil my artfumepii, founded» 
the OMumflimi pf Ihe rii* of tfiii r^rr In Srfmir fliw mAtflb rarhfT thm ibe AI4i fti 
Abwiinia, fall to Hie wtouwl And, in faeL Mr. lnglidi, in a lubeeqnrbl part of fcu 
wiKtk : o, IG^.Hite* lE*t th* IbJix el Arek * Ip*I it* iMipajmcy ' ph- 3 Bib uf IU- 
E *Li.liu ' r e= 11 in Ji«r r 1B21), njn'k tlwt u «Viky that pn-Wi iw th« rlter Iwbted mark* 
Uk? com rntneenirtit of it* augmtolath^ Tb ii pn-cedof the flowhng *f 
"direct rtwam of the Babr r3 before that of if- Ab^inian braorh p n accjuiktoii 

ftw by tbe &£l, Out ibo fint water* rnwibletl are fcbiwe «f fihe Dedb^pHf the wurm of 
wbiclAiver Ii* wkuml too dr^fF^i to the wroth of the Abli. 

• Thti ii nt« *ln.ti d ^ith a dew io iropLile to Sir W HI tan C. HiroJ any uriflevt 
In the Tiaimvitaivn of ray ktten, t«ii iitnply for ihr yatpaie of eipilai^nff 
bifiix-ned, TEiat lire one in fln=«rk«ni b*ek m-t tern commiiiiientea to liw Itoyai w®- 
mph-wat Jloclety wher^ arriTed in Kndnwl, ro^p Uuua a tl ™ 

TWiifoubtl«, esiUed ■ «iffloUrot «ure fur the lapet of (Jim wkieb •seumd 
between ltd receipt ip ttbm ami iti arrival in London, 
t VbL i* |\ 11, J * and W 
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as a matter of fa tout, to inspect and teke copies of them/ 
T-Vhen my pajjers reached Colonel Jackson's hands, it was 
already too late in she slv-wui for hini to make any use of them, h> 
that l hey lay by ill I nay own arrival in Loudon in the ttioislh of 
October following. As. subsequently to the Iran* mission of ibese 
doruraenta* I had collected much additional information in 
Abesssnia, I i namedlately began preparing n usemoir, which was 
dated ihe 23rd of November, 1843, 'On die Countries South 
of Abesaiata/ in which shut subsequent information w H -^ incor¬ 
porated, and which 1 requested might be substituted for the 
previous one of the Gill of September, This being per¬ 

mitted, She sub&liuitcd cumin unicaticm was read before the Roys! 
Geographical Society early In the next season, namely, on the 11th 
of IfeoemW, 18-13, and published) with a mop, in the fourteenth 
volume of the Society * 1 * 1 * Journal.* 

This explanation is due both to the Royal Geographical 
Society and So myself, on account of my previous letter and map 
of the 6th of September, 1842, which are still in the archives of 
the Society, having been brought to public notice by individuals 
through whose hands they pussed before they came into the 
Society a posnessioir—namely, by Sir William C. Harris in the 

* Introduction* to the second edit ion of ha 4 11 in h la rids of J£thropia/t 
and by Mr, McQueen in an article on African Geography in 

# Blackwood's Magazine* for June 1644 ;J from both of tv horn my 
opinion Shut the Godjebjoins the Nile instead of flairuiff into the 
Indian Omm (as I was myself die lir*t to imagine, hut in grrttrf), 
has met with express condemnation, 

Reluming to the consideration of I he Dedhd&a. it is remarkable 
that the existence of this western arm of the Blue River should 
have been recorded upwards of two centuries ago by de Bam>sj{[ 
and yet, by some fatality, that writers roost accurate description 
of it should have been altogether disregarded. He say a, 41 Wifh 


* ‘ friend of llm Afrif^' ynl. L, p. 27 j wni 1 IHackiwt'i TO 1. It, 

f* “3?, Mt. MgQuM] it iiiliCiilitii in iayiiijr ikl J “ cctriTed time 
ut n4ine£ fiutu I he Afn-'.Mi Ci ril inW ion SoL triv, 1 ’ ©F which he a mcmlirr, 

f M I huTfl ftycerlaiirrU :l..n {lie Godwb [tiniujet] dim tiol flaw lo lU NEIe, at n >■ 
made io do m a *JucA I An™ j™ p raiitrueietl hr <*w of lh« rcvietftri 
AuLbaritira." 1 —toL i. p.iiiv + The wrwv here Jilluded i» i« orw mf Majur HarrkV 

woffl: F in the * Wninii niEet Review* for Mr»K, IS44, tuL xti. pp, |S3* . 6l3 h r T7 . 

l ■* AfcUrjIljflt ihr truajKi l]icrr WU uUr df fcliF COmiUlK* til tlic iciuth cf II# At«y + im* 
eluding Kuan a , K-Ufu, kind Criagilu, cuHilrucIfii it mi.I mi ft urn Yuiib in Gitfnju ± 
5*|rf-pmLw"r fi, I SS42 . rogn brr wi(h ki™ of I be EMilhwitfEa pa wfeteli it bid iniul-e , 
- - n Th* *4mi* ddtJvtiUtafr, fflttjjjj n/ *AjcA t jv * i-n I f prwtt/rrf mu«- 10 Cwtfr^iy 
nit aihrr wMriwmj an •{. vnmirm. that fa no tify or rtdifrt ■/ £t vrdtr vyitfavad 

impveticntoti M i km tHtmpifd out# tended ta bad ini& imf/'—rol. It, p, 739. 

f 2^e 1 InframtUiuu fHifKiisij ihe CiMintrie* S.VV. at 3iioa,‘ in J Jnsurnfll U, R ? S./ 
¥ol + xli, p, i buh 3 *A Srulem^Nt af I'.m U nlitifn tu tE^ TriifLuctidrn Lriwc-cu Ha 
Writef ftinil cite ln.r«- lirili^h Potiticral Miiiiiati Id rlip Coiut uf Sboa." ]j. 7. 

|| - dcauL iiL fuh Sa, Liab, I&3&; vol s hi, part i. p, 3"0 p fdih l77f-33. 
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respect to what we have learned concerning the territories of the 
Emperor of Ethiopia* * ihe same lie between the streams of th€ 
rivers Nile, Astaborns, ami Astapus, which Ptolemy describes in 
his fourth table of Africa. These rivers the natives call Tacuy 
[Takui], Ahavv [Ab&wi or Abut], and Tagazy [Takkazie] ■ of 
which they regard (he central one as the largest, and for this 
reason i hey give it the name it bears, which signifies * the father 
of rivers,'* It issues from the lake which Ptolemy calls Coloe 
and the natives Baroena w [Bahr Tain a] And tun her mi lie 
savsj i4 Tile three rivers which water this country are not at 
their source* sufficiently large to irrigate the bud of Egypt, but 
they are aided by the waters of other very considerable rivers* 
For the most eastern one, which is named Tagazy, receives seven 
streams; the second one* named Abavy* eight: and the Taeuy 
four* it hick hove their rise in the mountain* of Damut t Bizamo w 
and Sinaxy^X independently of others which join it before it arrives 
thus Jar." 

The only objection that might p>ssibly be raised to this identi¬ 
fication of the Taktii with the Dcdhe&t or Bahr el Anek is, that 
by (hat river de Barros must be understood as referring to ihe 
Bethr el Abi/ctd, But this ob ject ion has already been met by ihe 
learned d* A m i He; not, indeed, with reference i * the Tahiti j which 
river would appear tiol to have been known !o hint, but with respect 
to the 11 Mal% H of tho maps, which U, however, substantially the 
same thing* r jhat distinguished geographer, in his 1 Dissertation 
snr les Sources du Nil, pour pronver qu'on m les a pas encore 
decouvertes/ § pointedly notices the ignorance of (he Abessiniens 
with respect to nil countries beyond their own mimedfate limiti* 
as instanced in the conquest made, in ihe year 1613, by Ru 
Skda Kristis* of the neighbouring districts of W ambera nud 
Fanikl, which before that time icm unknown to them, || Now, if 
in the year 1613, the Valiev of the Bahr el Azrek itself was so 
utterly unknown to the Abrcsiniaits that ii should be (ailed by 
them the New World, it is not lo be imagined chat de Barros, 

* Dill ill wtin|i*er f ibid., n, ItTl) In* Mji l^n AbAi; »u h tailed hr the 
Abnibiiaoit breaw ihty bad iktct tren ibe T^ttip m. tbe pteudo-N Lliu. Sr* 
■paur 30, mi*, 

* + 1 Aifr/voL ail. 1 ‘Alt. L. p. *73, 

l PnneittiHd - S:nju1ii." In tbr Ambit a eh I lAUgugr* Ibe cimnirrii ca.11 ed. 

Sbfamfr*? in Agifi Tpinlii; mid by (be ■=* Mbfpuclrr* Ssmicbo, 

§ 11 Ltfi Abakan* rii*-ini?mra pqrmiiriLt i [giwrrr c« qui i r £ \w%tiv lie Isuti On 

1it k rhijUM It P. JrTuitkitL!. Lat™, nut !Li+ Sella. Cbnitcii, dee Iwipn dr 

Tuulitil eh LEISftata] la Riam»da][+ l« pij* qai eoiiflitfEit i I'Anie- 

■uim Ter» !« e^dutil.t-tuEiiil de true VA^ethinJiw, In dfii^EU, jbi le hum dfJdw Alim* 
quL ii^uiAe lli i Ei-Duvecui Mundff, H ^ + Mtirwirc* ilr I’A-cuJ^mte MJik dr* lu*£ripn"*u* 
ei Be] Lei LetUe#/ VnL sjctL (1150) p. 02, . 

* ll Keguuraqi^ ft ab v.wiir.Urnk Toc^-il Avulini [B*di* AleinJ 

id ■ftHTam Pvf* ib Ki^bet'i + (Erii|Mu -■Egyptiaciiis SpitagtM l.Uf. 

yiL|V as. 
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whose information, derived from Abeasbian sources* was of a much 
Earlier date T * should refer to tho far more distant Bahr el Ahld 
under the name of TakuLf But there is even a more conclusive 
answer to such an objection. It is* that the position attributed 
by the Portuguese writer [q the sources of the iributariw of the 
Tiikuh in the mountains of H6mot t \ Mizdmo, dud Shtms/iu r fixes 
the precise locality of that river* determines the total want of 
comic xio fit between it and the Bahr el A by ad, and establishes its 
identity with the Dcdhe*a and with M. Russcgger’s upper course 
of the Bahr el Az:rek ( beyond the possibility of question- 

In my memoir of the 13th of November* lft43 p and lh« a map 
accompanying it, are given various particulars respecting die De- 
dhe*a, which have since been confirmed in a most striking ownmr 
by M. d’Abbadte, in a letter written from Gddjiim, in April, 
lfrl4.§ after his return from Enirea and KiUk. Of course, the 
detail* which M* tfAbbadie has it in his power to give mmt in a 
great measure, supersede ibe previous in formation collected by 
me, StiSI T 1 may be allowed to observe that my map, which was 
composed from oral information oblaiuid ill Godjam* is proved 
by that traveller to be subs'BEitialliy and in many cases minutely 
correct, so as to serve as an ilhistration scarcely less to his letter 
than to my own memoir. It is from M. d'Abbadies letter that 
the following particulars respecting the upper course of tile 
Dedh&a am extracted:— 

Ascending the right hank of the Dcdhesa, the An gar, a river 
of note in this portion of Africa, is first cornu to: it separates the 
Gmlla district of llorro from that of A'lmim. || Above the Atigar 
the Dedheia is joined by the VVurg&a,^[ ihc Walrnay,** and ihe 
Bdkak iff ami si ill higher up, in the desert of Sedecho, by the 
Aetu, and then by three other rivers, which carry to it (he waters 


* He died on the 2flib OcEobtf* IS70* Scm fab Lift, prrfl*c4 to ihe Lbfaoa editkJn 
(177R| affaii + A»W v«4r i. p. Ir ti. 

f Ip grrt do Barren uti thpi fb* AJbiiBtblfcni mil f kt X£f* ** Taovjr f * tnt 

ifae eutitpit ihuwi tbit tfaii La nwrelj i miijrifit fat 11 Tatujf f—« « . , u cLtrtbim 
do rio Kilrip qafl iUe* ch**n*pTOM j [T^rtnr], do fllW ilk teln ritneitf* wmm iuo 

dr IUH rngu. mi, fX* flaw dm gMUiifto MfrtanidM J* Dnaw4 r * XW4U$ Jw mltrrrm t.ntr* 
* eft. a ibqui Ton ebama^m did ao rig AbwTj 1 , \*v ii» akvu, pc tr 

cii^ .Vifc, Fr —*oLui. jkn L w 371. 

| Thu ii the Dimut, Mouth n/ 1\* ^1, u fbowti in the ra»jn of ih* Fein*- 

piw, uidmt the modfini pctifine/? of lk*L *ianw in tbe HHilL-ftii of il* pcninf'jL 
afG&ltou 

f * Hoard In AmuJec dm Voja^i/ IS4S. voL u* p. 107, iff, 

il In nij iwde* I Jj^d nrattdjHl die riter al running bcEwetn A We iQ 

HonVy ari4 Til]I u kiiru ire A'muru. Tim it tn^ulWj the V\.ter (AtiqufTjof itie 
ronpi uf i he Pumiffueu j and Le a ytl farther pruuf gf tfat id-natiE V of list Ddbia 

Tiir ills Ijtf X-fktii. 

SI. TnEidifrk. ib hi * 1 Gdlp, DkEioufljyf (S^e. ^Iuniefa p 1644) p, liiin, £T1 l‘Jj 1 i uru m 

y r.i±ci.g G^k ciAtited (¥thu Ajm ir hu cveic from H Urgtsm iti SiiiMj * Hu liOiiEiuv 
piKi«|yCfimi|Kinik J 

** In ffljf nwp Walmift, ff Ja raj i r»p BAbb 
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* •* 
stiffiuenis of the Betlhfoa or Bohr d Arrek. 

of the kingdom of Gera. The head of the Dcdhcsa is situate in 
about 8° Nh laL and 75 miles to ihe W\ of Sakka,* the capital* 
of Enirca. Jt rises in a swampy meadow or sort of marsh, 
situate on the same pi menu which gives rise to the rivers R&rOj 
( lajiclji. NAso, and Gddjeb — fill tributaries lo the While River, 
p- Leaving on its Left hank the kingdom of Guma, from which it 
receives the Mol hi, the IfetLh^sa first runs in a direction nearly 
» EL; hut on reaching the heights of Lidchaii4 in the kingdom of 
Lunmu or Enarca, it turns round sharply to the N- P separating 
that kingdom from tlu> adjoining one of Giirna. Its course is 
he nr very winding, mid in the dry season it is easily forded. 
Below Gum a it is joined on the left bank by the greater and 
Leaser Sidan, the Chira, and the Dnhanft4 

Thus far M.d + Ahbodie_ From information obtained by my¬ 
self. thm Lh a noted ford over the Dudhesa on the caravan-road 
to Tumi ic, the country from which is brought to ihe market of 
Rato,§ in Gddjam, the Korarima || (called by the Arab traders 
JShcti^ the u Chele" of RuppvlL**), n sort of cardamom ,ff which 
is exported from Mastin'ah to India in tome quantity. The name 
of this ford is Melka-Kwuya4i apparently the same, with ft dia¬ 
lectic variation, a* that of the McJka-Kiiya over the Huwa*h« on 
the road between Tadjurrah and Shoe. The country on ihe loft 
bank of the Dedhesa, which comprises ihe districts of Eunno, 
Turn he, mid Djimma-Dabo (or Dupo), is, among ihe Galhvs who 
frequeni the market of Bfvso, usually designated by the generic 
name of W&tieggiu It is i nimbi led by numerous independent 
Gallo tribe*, and stretches out westward* in vast grassy plains, 

, which form the cl upturn!-hunting grounds of tile Gal las of 
Guderu + §§ The ivory is brought by them for sale to Bn so. from 

* My poiihuu qHIic hufc* ii 7° liy N. l*Li untl 4(V W. ufSiltk4, 

| 11 Li laiurear do Kaldmu." % <Su* I iindefiEiiul the Abefeiniin «jnf*toi*f* ffflTa/, 
vp Siicl* mmiK, Ti 4 it a mountain* b*»l /4i of tk iahk^tand, uftf wbicli the rifpjr pre- 

oipltAir* into a Jrtrp mvLne. 

I In mr MS. [lfiffj thrrr Aik aeVt-TAi H*Ut« in vhlch UrC DllbaiJA it mrmHHKd, wh^Cn:* 

J coliduil* I hat Lt ii A rivtr of hifM tha^nlludr. 

§ &e on ac-cauIpE of rlhif niarkrt in the ' Friend o t tbr Afridi 1 Tol. L p. 131 r 

p, I-I5, ; wo\. \L p 7 fc * qq„ 

h j JiKunuJ ft. G. S,' vul. xili. p. 203. 

H Khti u f lit# Arabic lexicon^ Tbu wonl M Khtt H i* I i tile uwl by tbe Armb*. And 
myim, no card inf Eu Kamil*, /{**, m- rncbi-T PtyawM *i Hxirmvhh: it rfwa wft 
wciir in Um Rm^rV 1 JIalmi Mediti,’ NuElti raff r hm* rrrr, ii tr^ aismton tbs tbe 
ml value nf A rah [iuuh of |ilanEi, and lertril dif^re-rat pliiMi had dgubtlem the ante 
bftjne.^Fr §* PB * Riit in Abjwinvm/ tvL l p> I M. 

tf Cbinrfip«iii^4ffli pvdjwi itf Cnrliih Id l^r. IVrftFa’i ‘ Mftirrin M*4ic* T > 2mi 
|L ItJ^fl, is 3# ticurnl UJ -,j irsdaifa«-pr Caniai»L.m ■” Upf Carelarmomtar idr>nn 
of >|^nhi^lup h eliiiI lt)4- jtl'ii'DmiiTn air|ij , i^^/vijui of ■.Sijm.piaF und Smith. At ili!£tO 
t Viujk iiifiinnrd lluAt it Ifl tiifi pnihn:^ uf ill# diitrictl hfiVOCiii Tiirahc, iIluC EE [■:> iAV, IQ 
ihe •oulh anil hi^E tifllut oriviiitry. [See, on ll*i* nbjeci, Iho 1 PlnornuewfiHl#9«fiii3 1 
April iuiil 1847 r tuI. vl p. ‘Itiflp ajid p- ill, *pfJ 

It in tb# Gal La in#iuiu “ foEil T FK 

ft * J«im 1 ft, G. w T«iL iiii, \rp. 255 h St$S. 
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wh^nw it is carried to Masdwah, and (hence exported to India¬ 
na tho lower portion of its course the Dedbtba flows through a 
divert tract celled HArulak** at a short distance to the we*t of 
Limrou-Sdbo, the country of M. J omard's Gal la* Win*4 

M, sTAbhiidie is inclined to the opinion that the Dedhesa ix 
id»nrieal with the Tumnt4 The same opinion wm expressed by 
myself in niy letter of iho 6tb September, 1842 ;§ hut from what 
i* stuied in the preceding pages this opinion is manifestly unien¬ 
able. * Lower down, in shout I0 : I4 f N. lat, according to AL 
(he Dedhcsa, which has here acquired the name of 
the Balm el Azrek, receives on it* left bank the Yabin, a river 
well known to iis from the reports of the Europeans who have 
a cended the former in company with the troops of the Padtd of 
Egypt. The Ynbu* is a considerable river, having mticll wjter 
throughout the year. It i* not fordable, being crossed either by 
swimming or on rafts \% but. according to Russeggw/* it is far 
from baring the length attributed to it by CsulhainL M, Hui- 
stCgger calls this srrvam the Inhuss* Among my MS. notes of in- 
formation obtained in Gtidjaxn* I hud mention of a river in this 
direction called the Zfqims. All these are evidently but different 
forms, of the same name. Among the Shnnkalas, or Berta negroes* 
whose promrnmiion is exceedingly (hick and inarticulate,! i (he 
native name would appear to commence with an indistinct nasal 
sound;, common to many African languages——from which 
has been made (lie Yabu* of the rnap?, but which M, Ril^eggrr 
would represent by Inbti^s ; while* fmm the ready per mutation of 
the letters n and d. it lakes the form of Dab us in the mouths of 
the G a lias, from some of whom l heard of it. 

A? about GO or 70 miles b 4ow ihe 14 N*bdfli, M the Bahr el 
Azrek is joined by (he Ttimat, a river of much less importance 


* Kliuii1d.lt ii'irimt 11 a fuM or dyb H in Arabic.—F, Sv 
f h Joratn R. G. vinL nil!, p. 3-V6. 

j “ L’u homnw de Bibrii i luui ijpinS ii^u tv uroir v a ta Jonel coti d n A hilira stm la 
PUtm, nouncroiiioen pouvaif idiirtiWiT cr dfmin i ]p TumnC il* M. CalEliaud,” — 
4 ^DHTfllef. Aiinaln Vnyjtftt/ 1^S5, *ol r i?+ j, 110, 11 "Ur Dili™* parnir le 

Tmitnat tlr SI. CftiLliaml, UM11R JV 'Jt*r flFCOr* Ifa (firmer."-— 4 Bu(1fti» r ' 3nk SfF!i"ip 
T»1 .hi, p. 135. 

% 1W ia In 1 inugiitai OwTAiEiat to b* i3mt tout* com** uf ihr wntmijurtn eF 
the EUhr rl Apfk. Spt " iHtekvonl'i M iif T r vol. tr. p. 730 . In my Uemaiuf 
the 13 lh PifiT«n]ai 3 B I limited upm ihe Valiii tu betnj (Jw hswrr touto U* 
DfdhkM! which wo« Mill an *rrnt, though turn liltlr wnoiwl fraw dir fn^b, linco fhr 
urn iiv*n have a common eliiuihel fui nUuut 43 mile*. 1-H-rW* eIifj ik hr iht 

Abai. B 1 Reile. reU ri. |urt ii. p. A5X ^ Cailliauilf vol. nu p^.47. 

M In aMiuiU jiioi|jliSeE fftwn which l i «mf ftimcli jtfrinuilj n> m^IrmnuTC 

trtil En^lud in ]StO T tnvt^ which I bavt the wOttiI appretirtnl ii murt 
lb r the 1 Wiarwchaftlidw UnkchiHu^m, Ac,,' reftned In bjr M. IorultU in iila 
1 OiMfTBiNKf ia tur ]« Vo«i{t au DjjfnEir/ p. 7-h 3 brr niuiile- iir^uinn aKct ihifl jvmi- 

jjlktet m GfUrtanv h hm hi vai ti, . € 

ft 4 VwikliO in the *Proe**i!mgi of ihe PhiEolo^ilAl 5o- 

cidj/ rcl it pp. Ot atisl 07, ^ 





The ValfU£*and Yu mat -— Jtflictioti ftf Blue with White River, 33 * 

than file former. When M* CaillmuJ visited the Tiimat in this be¬ 
ginning of January] 1,842, he found it In great part dry, its bed 
meandering through an extensive plain.* He adds I hat it has 
water throughout the whole year; but on ihia point be disagrees 
with M. WcmgartsWer»t (in Auslrian gentleman, formerly in the 
tiled teal service of Ahmed PiL-hi, the hue governor of Senna r, who 
iofornwd me that the Egyptian troop* call the Yahii- a btfhr. 
or that i* to say, a river t!owing in all seasons, while 

the Ttimat h only a khor, or iim valley of a w inter bwuk- J; 
And this is confirmed by Linam , £ as woll as by Russegger, 
who s*ay* that in the dry season the Tumat hm no water at 
Fizdkh its bed being sandy j but that in the country of Berta, 
where it is rocky, the river has water at all times of the years || 

M. Kussegger adds lliat “ the Tumat cornea from the S. t and lias 
its origin in the innumerable mount si itMorrent* between Singe 
and Fazokl. Consequently p it haft not half the length attributed 
io it by Cailliaud/" The error of the Froach traveller appears 
to arise from h : s considering the Ttimat to he llie lower course 
of the Malcg of the maps. 

As below the Tumat ihe Bahr el Azrek, or Blue River, is 
joined only by insignificant widiaor w inter-tor rents undeserving of 
iui>ation # we am once more brought io its confluence at Khai fiini 
with the Bahr el A by ask or White River. Before entering upon 
the particular investigation of this latter river, ii \% proper that wo 
should discuss the much-agitated question of the relative impor¬ 
tance of the Bohr el Abend and Bahr el Azrek, and of their 
respective right to be considered os the parent stream. 

Whatever difference of opinion may heretofore have existed on 
this subject, the expeditions winch have ascended she Bahr el 
Abyad by order of the Pasha of Egypt, must be considered as 
having set the matter finally at rest, so far at least as regards 
magnitude, by proving rite immense superiority of this river over 


w Vuh iL p- 356, 

Y ]|£i tn ilkiii UnTfHer ttat t am ii*lrbl«i fat ih« raftHnulion mpeclicij the FiiLi 
ti f Spi icijt’i *■ h? tn dw M Friend vf ihc AtViowi:, - ml. i. 

ft 1 U 7 „ aln! illy fint* the *cbouut of tlie fiwe^l qi^rtiv qf * ilaVc CLLiavajj *cr@w (tw 
KukikiL UflrfK, ftr-ea in p. 120 vt ibe nmf tqlum*, 

t 4J A'd*r, tin rij] K«nM] T Tumrat."^Ru*wg^rT, xol, ii* part ii* 

[Accfrdiii^t Io lb« Amblu Ifibipuhi^ |wu]-ertj Ibr ifq.pr * rtry 

4Ff{t itl&r lunh U ih* C4Mpln5K El 4ilws u*«i f«f4 lETJ CrtiV, lUcb u til* Nile!: 
n*Ar i* the nd Fftnii for rir*j-; and kh*# (prirprzl y j wHmm * valkr bttvrrvn 

bl^h rn,mriI. llii i p the mciulb uf el fifft, anti A hjy ur |j;uU nf hlic B€Al Ibf taltrC ii ilie 
nbich ii ii enUlKWHil)' ii*hl by Arab writing WMpii aii all! m’illtd form, 
urviJ, surnffEimn pcwrnMHwa*d «Yjf) iigiiitferi heij phttu* nllc^ud tbf W q ( * immsuC 
til Kinlry,—F, S-] 

\ ■ Juumzd tt. vJ.iL hu 115 , 

On tbS eL JiDUiirf t 1839, ML Uu^grr i^HjEiiuped n^r FAWrltT, m IwJ 

ih^rETBf. IJy ititf^nff i tintf Jt, p in (L«- «ud unltr fuunJ. Swe fc 
VEht. I i r flitrt it. p. 1 Ji^Tr 
VOL. XVI| r 
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Urn better-known AbcsatniM branch. As, however, sotn** per¬ 
sons may still entertain the opinion that the Bfthr el Azrek, 
though die smaller stream, ought lo be regarded' as properly 
the upper course of the river of Egypt, we will proceed to consider 
what real grounds there are for entertaining such an opinion. 

Dr. Murray, the able and ingenuous comrantfator and apologist 
of Bruce, at the same time that he admits that traveller to he in 
error in supposing the Bahr el Azrek to be the Nit ( of the aci- 
cientsf adduces arguments in excuse, if not in defence, of this 
error, whkh deserve lo he reproduced^ In a note on the remark in 
Bruce's MS. Journal that 11 the Kile is si ill at Halfaia [L e. ^inib-s 
below i he j notion] called El Azerguo j^A^rek] r not the Nile, 1 * 
Dr + Murray observes,* +i The name of the AbjHanhn branch ex¬ 
tended so the united stream either insinuates that the colour of 
the A bay is still res tallied by she river, h circumstance which, 
considering she superior mas* of I ho western water#, white with 
mud.f is not very probable; or that the river is still conadered as 
a continuation of the Abyssinian branch, ami consequently retains 
the name of its original. All the Arabs* front Euzuclo Ed (he 
junction, know the river of Habbesh bv tlig name Bahr el Asmk. 
If they give I his appellation to the river after it has joined a 
larger branch* it ia plain they consider the larger branch as re¬ 
ceived i rno the smaller* uot the smaller as received ini o it. ll is 
the straight course winch determines these unlettered savage*. 
Many similar instated occur wit hiti our own island of rivers being 
called after the inferior brunch, because they run straight on in 
its direction ; while the greater torrents i hat rise in more elevated 
grounds are forgotten m I he course of tbese r because they join 
tlieoi in an angular position. That the Bahr cl Abiad deserves* 
from its importance* to be reckoned the principal source of the 
river of Egypt is not to bo doubted ; that Herodotus ami Ptolemy* 
who led their translators, the Asiatic Arabs, considered il as such 
is evident; but the natives of Habbush. Sennaar, and Atbara 
seem to dispute these fact* so generally shat Mr, Bruce may 
surely be excused in following their opinion. * 

This reasoning, ingenious as it is, is. novenbcless, with out any 
real found at ion. If the t4 straight course 11 and iJ the name Bahr 
cl Aarek " are to give an Inferior branch a claim to the title ^f 
i4 the Nile." to the prejudice of the larger stream, then is the JJe- 
dAt'Sti entitled to that distinction* since, os has been shown in a R 
former part of this Essay,* it is that river and not (he Ab&j, the 
river visited and described by the Portuguese Jesuits and after 
them by Bruce, which answers to these two conditions, But 

* * Life cf Snuc/ {4tu, $j. 41^ . 

f Ii it nfli lhal 1 bfl colour pf u e Dul'T tl A^yad arEnf frona thr ■conap^a.l I it* 
vf mail in ill watrn? ; ^ 
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without attempting to evade the question by a side argument 
like lib*, wl> ivill at once lake higher ground, and show that Dr! 
Murray Is mistaken as to t be fact both of the Da hr el Aarek'a 
being gam-allg recognised by the natives as the parent stream, 
an^l also of its being? the direct continual ton of the Kile, 

Our first authority ia M. Rttssegger p who state* as follows :— 
M Many IraveUcra make a cEistiucnon between the White Nile atid 
tin: Blue Nile, designations of which the native* know nothing 
Indepemlcnliy of the Arabic names * 1 Rahr el Azrek and * Bahrd 
Abjad '—the Blue and White Rivers —they apply the name of 
1 the Kile/ absolutely, to ihc H'hitc River, as beitig the toons 
important of the two lar^c streams, but never to the Blue River, 
which they regard merely as a stream of minor importance, like 
the Tnkkaxie. 1 * And again :— - ,s The principal arm of the Nile 
is the Bahr at Aby&d, which is therefore very often called by sho 
natives - the Nile/ a name which they never use in speaking of the 
Blue Biccr, They look upon the latter as altogether a subordi¬ 
nate stream. And this opinion is, in a manner, quire in accordance 
with nature; for T whether as regards the direction of its course or 
its volume of tpaier t I he Bahr el A by ad is a stream of cob* 
siderably greater importance than the Bahr el Airek/'f 

Mr. I nglish corroborates ibis opinion, and *ta!e* further that 
by the Datives of -Sennir the Bahr el Asrek is called Adit* and 
that it £i elitenn 1 he Rahar cl A bind nearly aJ right angles t but such 
is the mass of i lie latter river that ihe Nile Fi. e+ the Adit] cannot 
mingle h* waters with lliose of the Rahar el A bind for many miles 
below iheir junction. 1 * And again : ** AH be point of junction be¬ 
tween the iTihar el Abiud and the Adit, the Bahar et A bind ia 
almost barred across by an island Slid a reef of rocks; this barrier 
checks its current, otherwise it i could probably almost arrest the 
current of the Adit, It i* F never!boles*, sufficiently strong to 
prevent ihc AeIh from mingling with, it immediately, although 
the current of the Adit is very strong, arid enters (he Bahar d 
Abiud nearly at rigid angles.* 1 1 On the other hand* M. Cnilliaiid, 
in speaking of the Hapr e| Abyad shove the junction, observes 
that r § for the first 2 leagues it appears to run about S. 15* \Y„ 
forming a straight line with the Nile in the fame dimc-liam" 

I again ; , ib The direction of die White River is almost SAY.+ 
and consequently, m I have already stated, it runs in one line 
with the Nile N of the Blue River." 

*n*i at the present dav lilts natives of A be?-inki regard their 
river, the AMI. as the Nile* will be conceded; but they likewise 


* + Utuc, vid, iL |*uf I. p s sift, 
f I hi,H. p vihH Li. part ii, p. 

l " .Viw-nitif f *>t *n E*|frdkEiiili tu lyaiufi'ln, 1 p, 190, 

| I Mviw, &c. t * toIl ii, |i. ]ya. | ILiiI-h ml. iii. p, 

i> m i 
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believe it to be the Oil ton of Genesis I Bui Hie ancient Axaraites 
‘evidently thought dilTereitily, and if they Ibutw the Al4"i at all 
(which may be doubted), they looked on U only as a tributary of 
their river* the Takkaiie,* which latter was considered by them to 
be die upper course of the Nile.f This is proved by the second 
Adulttic lnscription of Cosmos iiidicoplmistes. im w liich the pn>- 
viuce of Samien (Sainen)* immediately to the W. of tine T^kknzie, 
is describe! as being u beyond the N ih." + And. in fscti a* we 
proceed up (ho river, we skill find that the native population 
dwelling on the banks of any branch on cither side assort their 
oh n riser to be ihe head of the main stream, simply because they 
are ignorant fas l he Abessiuiaie in particular are known to base 
always been§) of die existence of any larger river of which it is a 
tributary. || Wliftt we require is the testimony of the natives 
dwelling M ireen the too At ream*, and thui posting a knowledge 

■ T 4 Uhb*, in Hm C1M1 or Etbiopic Iwifiii&e, ii mft * r iuunt, but im 

apprlhnvr .%utfjbig ^ river f* ** "Mill. = 'IP'ft Ttitto** Grfvn. 1b* 
riv*r Gib*, L t. th* Me; 1-1011. t IIL'lCft = fnMa^ 1 

the rifsr Tigris, Thm th* TikkuL* nf AhruiLiia wm fk rm’f, (See 

Lm’utJ', ‘ LrSOCnn ^UEbpkum/ ikt I rf. TtiM. : Hid Df. M'mray’i EtaT* 1 , in 
¥£jS, IT. It 3 IB, of tl|f HCtifld frllUCU tpf Bruges 1 TriVftt 1 ) Aec^PtdilJgljp in the KlXtu- 
pic vrnSnur the Scilpturw, UitrtW Ofct\ whu*.- wai*i. wa* lunud iuiu bW by 

A) l m (KhA. t& liM5) P tailed , 

A* tu the meaning of lb* TftP of tbi Hebrew lett, t«c ‘Origine* U]blic* p troL t 

p, 3Afl; ajnL "Ajiatie JiPbmiV val* irii, ftHli) p. 93, f/- 

t Tl* Kttii«?ror T^libciU ii cefcbrnicd in Ab^winian wnl Anbftt) hbfrxj fin a «ie*- 
ectrfui nt!«D]pE which hr il iiiul (4 llS.Te kiiJlile to turn llw courts *sf tin? Sdfr On till* 
■ubjrcl Sir, Salt Minaf^s J “ Vuy*#e to A.bjwmW V- 473. w Th<? igtoottiwe *>f tts* 

I Line* cuuv have favoured llrt opinion of lit* putalbilily of nick an Mvkftafcittf, but ilk 
*11 probability lb® wily of n ritcr &tef which MiUli s cwutffl 

itiat dT tkw T*r:air [Titkiiir], »birb laktm in origiti in Lula .' 1 WithmU 
hiv uiiiiii im ^ l.' ike prMTwatnlily of tht undwtukiEig tbm ErppuCr%L lo LoHbsk*! may 
TrrntLik t3i*f r fruEEl fli4E ii abate it i> nmhifnl ikl llif w Ni]f" uT ibai biuliai-cb 

V n tbc T|kk»ir T n ii ev«ik nat iin S in>bablr edit ii WJM lb* Aim tif t!«l ri*er T 

now kn»*i] u ll» Tm:l In- 

£ H Afi*r ihli I mlkKwdi Atb unii TCamfl of Tflnmo, tianilit'la bihJ tfcrf cauntry 
round it. YA h^Ut>nr T Angutd* TUtna. and th* A'tiuLpiL, KiLaa, a.ml S«h^ h d w-lw* 
AVi— U,*% wi|«* rm cnofiiifaikit diBk-ultuf hc«™ iumI 

iCuVrlrd With mut in ad tbif HkIoii tbcrc il \ui\ *od TmmI, Wtd mrww ma tlrtb Ihat iba 
tiwf* ■Uti’k up to Et«if Voft*. / P aW fAr 11 tv le [taBEiuck the« tutaoii*^ bi tdtubdunl 
flm"—^ ta——Oimm iii Fdbridiui. 'flifckaGp^'litt, 

iiL c. ’ 23 h § 3 '£: tul. i'u 1 " l* n fi.-fiOS t and Vnicnilli k C^mnscrc* of ih- Aniriritii/ rub 
ii + p H 541 T it}. Tbi*¥# cati lj quf^km *t tu the f«:t ilml fAr TnMdiH u kwii# 

^ Sl« |a^ 2EI ufilrii E*hj. M- d'A hi uirl i n rtnuuU in a taler pEih!i«b^4 m use 
* AtbcimOTi” N.» r 9tfi, uf ard, 1&I3+ p, $41i, 11 1 vtinil lliat a31 Abjmiufi na±™e \hp 
Ahbaj u tbc jufiraipal bimn^li of ilk* Nil*, Iwl tbi> i* Enun ahfctf Ifimi.My tince ibf 
Kiai:i1aiUr al ihr ■nmf iltn*, that wrrt rite Ahlrtj mink lo flow through Sh*w*JSb«tj 
irilo the btuin of Ibe tiawaabp Egypliin Wwin wuolil pn-iih by druuglii,^ 

| gem when tome of tbcTTi Jmd bmocne acquaiikfcu with the etiti^ie* ef a Urgpr 
ajiUn ibev would of eamne «e no emkhs io *1 iet their homnicl^mT. Tl^n, fa ii quit* 
oukiVcui lhal the iteoyle of $nui|r ilitHild conllnwe lo eoJ] Mi* riter on wbicb that tu^n 
ILw, tike 11 Nile*" (IemM *iy* tliej cull it lb* } thgmgh ilw of liiat towi^ 

Iemow El i- Oihr rl Abvad lo be Ih* nmch lar^t item uf the Ewe. Sec Rurrl^jr 2', 

‘ Tciitcli in Nultiii' p- 36Dj bj. 
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of froth ; and upin this point ML RusseggeT* statement ftbov^ 
cited is conclusive. 

[f, on I ho Other hand, wo appeal lo thete*1imonjof former age*, 
wk ihall arrive &i precisely the same reatdt. The opinions of the 
ancient § on (his interesting question have been so ably discussed 
by d'Auville T in his 4 Meruoire sur le Nil/ * that it would be a 
work of supererogation to make &nv further statemciit liere, AIL 
therefore, that is necessary iss to refer to the work of that learned 
writer, with the remark that, as to him is due the merit of having 
first laid down ihe course of the Bahr el Abyad, in a manner 
which subsequent positive information has shown to be substan¬ 
tially, indeed almost minutely accurate, so likewise has he that of 
having demonstraied that this river is the Nik of Ptolemy. 

There is only one other point remaining to be adverted to, which 
is the fact* irrespective of all opinions, that ihe Bahr cl Abend i* by 
far the larger river. From the extracts from Bruce's MS* Journals 
which were published hy Dr. Murray 9 we have that travellers 
Testimony that the B»hr"*i A by ad is of much greater magnitude 
than the" rival stream :—■« The AbUd river is three times as 
big as the Airek (Ki)e). ,+ t And M. Lmani, who, in the year 
IH27, ascended the former river as far us Ablets, words that “ the 
Bular- Abiad is undoubtedly the principal of the iwo rivers which 
form, by their junction, the Nile of Egypt. It discharges a greater 
volume of water than the Bahr-A*rek ; and, although fcmnewhai 
narrower immediately at the confluence than it is higher up, it h, 
even in this respect, equal to (he Blue River. The colour of its 
waters is also that which characteriaes the conjunct stream in die 
dry season.” % The evidence of Catiiiaud, luglish, and Iluasegger 
might likew ise bo adduced. But we stand in no need of individual 
Testimony to prove what p in the present day, is an establbhed and 
notorious fact. The recent explorations of M. d’A round surd Iris 
companions for 1000 miles above (be point where the Bahr el 
A by ad is joined by tile Bahr cl Azrek. have irrevocably deter- 
mined that ihe former by Jar the larger river. And it must la 
borne in mind, ihat, above 9‘ 3t7 N, lot., the stream which ihcy 
thus navigated is only owe of three ; for, in atom that parallel, 
two arms branch off from tile main stream, the Snbds or Tdlfi to 
the E. and the Bahr el Ghazni nr KeilAh to the each of which 
Js nearly, if tioi quite* as large as the central sin-am ascended by 
the Egyptian expeditions* Compared with such a river as this, 
ihu «a}ir el Azruk, even with its two arms, the Dudhfea and the 
Abalt sinks into comparative insignificance. 

Whether, ilien, we eenritLr the relative magnitudes of ihe two 


* * M£molm A* rAcarifr*?* Royii* da Ummpkm ft B*I If* L»rta*, P «L ml 
t * Lifc of Bm« f J f. 4]S. I + Jsiimil ¥L G. S.; vol. it |>. 1 &- 
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mere, the dircc'iion of ihi-ir respective courses * or the volume of 
flieir waters; whether we regard ihe opinions of the ancient 
geographers, or those of modern travellers, or of natives acquainted 
with both streams—for she evidence of such as only know one is, 
of course j, inadmissible;—the result is the samt. In oil and each 
of these points of view ,t lie Ruhr el A by ad, or White Kiver, is the 
principal stream, und the Bahr el Am^, or Blue River, is the sub¬ 
ordinate or tributary. In pursuing our course* therefore, us U now 
requisite, up the former river, we may rest assured dial we an- 
ascending the Nik- 

As far as Ablets* in 13 43* N* |at M the main stream was 
ascended by Wk Liliant f as already mentioned. For our know¬ 
ledge of iu course above lhal jioint uc are indebted to the three 
expedilions imdiTtaken by command of the Viceroy of Egypt, 
between the years 1839 and 18-1:2, Without pretending to enter 
into the details of these expedition** it will be .-tiiflcient in say that 
i be fiF>t reached as far as about G° 30" N, I at,— at the time erro¬ 
neously stated to bo ns high as 3 P 33 r lat. # —the second to 
4* 4'T 42" N. lauf and 31* 33' Jong. E, of Greenwich, and the 
ibird not quite so fan Of the second, which is thus seen lo bu 
die inojit important, the results have been partially made known 
by M. d' A maud. the scientific chief of the expedition* ami pub- 


* M. Wm»f sat i {• HIir L in d*a Nil-QwrJlliuiJ/ jj r 41; suni 1 MonaUttfTicW/ S. S. F 

wl IL+ p. |0), “|jLp friic KjepfdLtiiiu iLhirijf vur lii zvm J!>Wf dtr j EUintr & 3^il 
13. ', mu 27 J j.i.u it L 540. lb re avtff-uioua i k Ike i ■ Ilfinn i baim^Ei j miL prim jit dm 

3 1 - ay iripben." 

* In ri>n«^iirncv at d^uhtfliaviis^ Ikrtt eiqitetwil by M. iri hii * Wi-«^ni- 

tdiafl I tclif HFMbArbtutijqpEi,' p. 06, ii Eu tiie ^raphteal fauin tiktdiliriL hf >1. d'Af- 
iMiuii ilijiL Iiu (kii is . wjium be Co Iulvf bcfti nikprovidfd with irutrunwnii far 

in A ii?g (W ibocF’ii.ir j ol oervAtiurti, M, J. >hhji| h-w nuni* a formal rircl jrnli »■ i on liar 
H3 bjfd in hit * Oiwrritiim wr k Vpyagw U Dirfuiu 1 (Puii, I &4«V >. p, 73, 

fk *4yi F “ TlkP ^WiT^iciiti wnt mfeU IwEw «ii Ibo 10rh ftuMmtirr, 1840, quil I hr ^*4 
FrbriJiry, L6li. nmUjctwiTii iht 5th February m\*\ ibtf til j ueia, h *\jig in hutnlirr nbutU 
rifllity, wtfrfn Khru^CiFn anil ilw fiitib**! point csplumJ, *x4 mnaiil i i i-f ISU an llie 
Tiijjyg^ up tbi Orff ^sif wliiuli 1^8 i fftf of Ijititikde and 11 of Euufilmic), ru1- 43 OBk t■)4f < 
fctiiEU down. TEntHf of Li j ci.|jfi«i nIf w^Ff hj Iww d iiT-nkCf# Mv\ |iy likr rbroimiiiflcr. 
Tbf ^a,irrnnr pinnl uf the ejtpiiditiuiit jji -1* 12 F I2 fr N. lal BT ii m tEw fiiEtlittl eilri-niilj 
df t3i* iiEAikl i>f Jrihk-iT, hrtirvcn thp Tilljigr of Wal«iy on the H^ht fcmak af ilkt M.iEi't 
til Abyaf), thil uf AW CHIP un (]sf Ipfl blit, arid tlK ***■■"!■*— uf Rvl-etiia and Knrfk 
low anil I h* iUMtlk I ftiti Ed gif i ffc* fcd dl) tike fiatnm uj ftic i*h#r pU-CiSf of nl*u rrn* iotk. 
Hike ioirrwmcnr^ with which iht oWrveri wrni |ircn njiuin^l of iHffrtiititf drc]v 
a dhfW»J«rtpF K hy Bi%drt, ArEEAnn with AftiUeiAl bwitari (mirmri arid nertniy), 
twwjdn tna^tjflic ecunpaisn, iliEtiwFinfEffP, hnrmnctnv* tiy gium«pri, ftc r ' 1 " „ 

1 ti a If Mat diffil Ik 23id JiUkUMy IjiI, iL Juuiard LclOuelie m* furti»n that be is mow 
in pnp#e«iiffl pf d'Art am4'i drUilfi map of (k rifer, Ujrf* mrfn» (neulr Uf 
EitglLJ0 in infill. uhI that bp ba.i UidhrrwiTfd 'he wlhiWaf thvinrixuial'nlLn-k 1 ^ 
lioiift which arc in cmnw nf_u!cnla1inii. Tht jmsmal nf tlw fpjuge U in ihsce wplumm^ 

Blkd WlUl ffef idwa oiliI inrEimii of like Vll!ff uf fk HVeF, mid IT Almdil ik.il j ■ bMide* 
Ekumerani hAlwmf tbc*t mid mplcufulpgic*! EkbAPrrALim^. 

I HUT* felt il nif duly lo Arid tbli knot*, in -eoiufcfqii^twe of tlir rlc^blimpHtti^ tk r 
extreme ipaint reached b^ N. d Amaikd, whbeh werr r^pEewd nl ihr. u i[ E u- 

llayal R^'giAp'iifral Swirly wlm tbli Ph]w wu rail —hdi FebruArv, Tftlt. 
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fished in the * Bulletin' of the Geographical Society of Paris,* and # 
by M. VVerne in a memoir printed in the ‘ Aligenidnc PreuBsascbe 
Zeii«ng t ’t ami reprinted by Professor Ritter in Ilia * Slick in das 
Nil-Quel I la nd.'f 

From [lie* * 1 account?, ami from the map which accompanies 
that of M. d'Arnaud, «*■ collect that from the junction of the Bahr 
el Azrek at Khartum lo about the Hth parallel d N T . kit., thetli- 
leclioti of the Bahr el A by ad is about \Y ,SA\ ,; above that ^ point 
it continues almost S. to about 11* N. laf-; thence its general 
direction is to the S, YY,; till in about 9* MV it becomes due W. 

According to our system of investigatimi, wo must here quit 
die main stream, in order to consider the tributaries which it 
receives on its right batik between die parallels of 11° and 9* N. 
Thev are three, named respectively in M. d’Arnaud’s map Pipar, 
Pjaf. and Sobol (Saiibat). The find two art- marked in the 
liutp as branches of (he Soliat. and as forming with that river at 
its confluence with the Nile a delta of upward* or 100 miles each 
way: ami, in conformity with this, 51. d'A maud stales dial the 
Sohat " a encore deux derivations Rssrt considerables plus an 
north M | Were it not for this, \ should bo inclined to regard these 
two rivers a* having no connexion with (he Sobat above, bat as 
being separate streams of no very long course, and probably 
runninc only during (he rainy season. The Sobdi itself was 
ascended by' the second expedition for upwards of SO miles in a 
direction about L.S.E., and it is described as contributing to the 
Nile nearly a mutely of its water*. | It is called by the natives cm 
its banks 'I'elfi ntid Is, and by the Arabs Ruhr el Mak.it I ah, or 
the river of fi<theth.*\ 

The most recent traveller in the countries ‘■oath of Sen mi r is 
M. Casrelli, who, in a letter from Dr, 1'erron of Cairo, dated the 
3rd of September, 18-45,** is stated to have penetrated, in coni- 


* Sccmiii Serifs, vnl . xriii. p- 3*#. iflj.i rot *it, p- *9, *n~, *" d P- 
i Su.iOl, of 21* July, t»H. „ ... 

; i 1 . X% i^, fllio ■ Moii^Jibericblc/ N T S.| toi. si. p. tb. ejj, 

i \\rrnt, in * N L^Qu*lUflndL' p-47. V Sitifn thm cpn* 

mutdrr or the tint expfditkiti, till r!«* W nanwtl el Sel^i, _ur Sthk t, 

Crb^lfyh, TrUy, w {< lioJlrtin; S*m-*, voL terns. pp. W, lily Th» la-t 

i* erlilMilv an m wrstms J f r J; «** ti.-t only M. Vf*j m r Lmt *1*5 M. 

Tbiltgiul: wJhd Ilka™ nrd d* eipedititm, ttfU Tel1/1 ritiiJ. p p. 3-'2 '. M- 

TlMhpul arrrLhHSiT 4 r« fawihet T-* t*i# S-iMt the imnr* Bln* Hiv#r usd hrtr, whirtt 
imltudniwnMwt h ifiv*E.i hy M. \\*m* iq She dmb *ir™» ..f eKw B*hr«J A**H- 
Thf oflircri of rlie Rns cftpaiiliun 4**flb* ibimriilrn tr totolJlwM vt * ■««;* 
co W (wup^tfO.which hikwwer thry go rntnayi* bullstile 4s£tnflt frpm iW or 

uul “fit**," •« tho ^ 

S*ii**> *»'■ w* P- C*p*T-i * Hw^eltei Anfwln i3« 11‘Jfipw. 1 
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puny with a body of Egyptian troops, as far as ” (he Sobaf> at 
iiear die point where the Pi pair and So bat present a bifurcation 
consequently to about l J* N- tat. and 33 : K. long. Here ^tfot* 
Sobdt was crossed and then recrotsed; a ltd on die furl her march, 
which tras mm direct it/ towards thr E., they had to cross the Sobdt 
a good number of limes, and likrwiae the TtfmatE After a very 
winding roach *be army reached Mount Dul. in about H 3:V Ik*, 
tat-, imd about '& 10^ E* long.; and from thence it returned to its 
point of departure. 

It is to be regretted that the account of this* journey hilherto 
furnished is so concise. Still, sufficient is stated lo show that the 
'* Sobil ” which M. Castelli reached cannot be the upper course of 
M the river of ilabqsh P ” which was ascended by M. d'A maud and 
his companions. For it is not to be conceived that t he immense 
stream, which is-dtssoribed by the tatter as. "contributing to the 
Nile nearly a moiety of its waters/* should have received no farther 
notice from the former traveller than I hat it was ** crossed a good 
number of times/ 1 still less that a river winch is stated lo form a 
delta of 100 miles in extent, should have its source within another 
hundred miles of the apes of ihut del 1 ,a : independently of which, 
we have (as will next bo wen) evidence showing the position 
of I he main stream in a tntnilt/ different direction , namely, in the 
5, LI The reason able conclusion is, that the Sobif of M. Caste] Ji 
is some minor tributary of tha Kol>at or Telfi of the Egyptian 
expedition, which, among the Dhiku^ lias given its name tej its 
recipient. The sources of thia tributary arc manifestly in the 
vicinity of those of tlie Yablis and Trfmat (which latter river that 
traveller in like manner repealedly crowed), that is to sav, but 
approximately only, in about 9 30 r N. hit. and 34* E- long. 

Of the upper course of the main stream of die Sub At or Telti, 
we are not furnished with any further particulars by (he officers of 
the Egyptian expeditions. It is to oilier source? that wo miiht 
look for this information. And first we are told by M- Ilu&segger* 
that three days to the S, of Singe, which place dial traveller 
afterwards found k in 10 s \& N 1 lau, is Fadassi on liie left 
bank of the Yabik; and three days beyond that is Lerba, the 
residence of I he Calk chief Werhboltdlo* In ijib same di reel ion 
Cailliauil places Gambol and Da I kite, where there are coppel*- 
mstsos i In my MS. noles^ I find it recorded, that to the W P| 
of the Ddbana, a principal tributary of lhe Dedhcsa, ihere is a 
Gal I a disirict called Gamb£t> the chief of which is Wakcmiah^ 


9 In lilt pa,wi|jlUrt abF.uJj - idviiM Uv Ul fSL Wr. f \'lJ, iii. \K 4*?* 

J Ip nij ftuEp-lMfot I hn.T£ .1 =ti,^.5 jjsfiiamiitLufl, frain YAflOlkl Abf-ililiiaiil 

Atid GilJIoj iu ti&tjam ;lfiU r ,I wwIht?, which, from ifjw&Eit ef ciiSLfit'*>0114 Giiimjfc rrajliiy* 
f*t Enide nViuLattLt. but vX FtillJE beiunn! *:> fry in lime In Eimr p U kU 1bt |!Trit nf Lcufinc* 
wLEb ni|Kd lu Ha GaJta chief Wdootilc, 
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snrnamed from his horse* Abba-Loko—"the rider of the 
Lizard (?)*'—who some time since fought with the Arab* and 
conquered them. This chief is evidently the Werkholtofio (uc- 
cording to (he German orthography Wcreholtollo) of Husseggcr; 
the position of whose residence, Lerha in Gomhel, may p from a 
comparison of the dam thus furnished by that traveller, Cailtiaud, 
and myself, be determined with sufficient accuracy, Ruraeggcr 
goes on to say, dial after three days* journey further S. from 
Leriul P over a level country, A large river occurs, which is called 
bv the Arab slave-detders who imvel thithpr Bohr el Aht^ad. or 
the While River, The sources of this river are said to be hi the 
high land of the Galina, and its course from E, to W. as far as the 
country of the Dinkas, where it lurns northwards and descends to 
Khartum/ 

Knowing as tie do, that, lo the S T of the junction of the Sobit 
with the direct stream of the Bahr el Abyad, ihe latter river was 
ascended by the Egyptian expeditions to tieyond the r>th parallel 
of N. lat.i and that in no portion of their route above that junction 
did they pn*& to the east of the 32nd meridian E- of Greenwich, it 
is a morn truism to that we shall not find the Bixjffr el Aht/nd 
anywhere to the N, or E, of those limits: consequently, the river 
In 8° N, lat Pi and between 34° and 35* E. long., designated 
« Bahr el Abyad pt by M. HuMggtjrs informants, can by no posai- 
biKty be the river "of that name which was ascended by MM. 
d’Amaud and Werue, 

Stilt, Russeggers information is too precise anti too positive 
to be rejected, especially as the position of the residence oi the 
Gal la chief Wukontile/tbe last stage on tile road to the river 
called Bahr el Abyad, u. ns it has been seen, determined from a 
lot nil v independent source : in addition to which, my memoir 
of the 23rd November, l843*t contains positive evidence of 
I he existence, in the direction thus attributed to the 14 Bahr el 
Abyad/' of the Bdrop— w n very large river/" M much larger than 
the A biii/ P —to wind i the Gal las of Guderu are in the habit of 
proceeding; in their military and elephant-hunting expedition*, 
+f the distance gone bv diem being li oilier* said 16 or 17 days 
on horseback/' Now, 300 miles (15 day* at 20 miles per 
diem) in a direction nearly W* from Gikfern, brings us to the 
** plainc convert e de bautes gram into et oil paissent de iiombreux 
\rcmpesux d'cltfpliant * n of d'Arnaud*# map, through which the 
Sobmt has it* course. Hence there can be no difficulty in iden¬ 
tifying the Eirq with the SoLat, Tel6, Td, Bahr cl Makaduh, or 


* Sh, iq |Jm tame f fleet, F Keiie H *c., + val, n. put ?i. p- In U« 

■extncl from |C HuwPfflFW'i pamphlet* tfee 'IUIhw*- Onm Lfdbi to BN u Bafcr « Abfi4 
it iE 4 l «3 to hr uElIj ihtte jfluniry : in bis 4 JW*1* it » 

V 1 Jou™l H. G- 3. p ‘ fob KiiL p. 26-S. 
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River of HibnhtOf lb* E gyps i on exped it ion % and with the " Bahr 
th Abyad” of Riissegger, A leu or from M.d'Abbadte, dated 
A'dowii, the 14th of October I844 p is precisely lo tbe same effect: 
Ie £e db A/. £*f 4md&mneni mtm Btiro* e t ^es 

Barry soil! mes Souro, pastcurs qui confitieiit Si Kaf^ * Jii ibU 
laMer particular, however, that traveller is in error* The country 
of the Rehrs or Burry does not coni)tie on Kiffa, but is 300 mUas 
distant from Bring**ihe capital of that kingdom* while* according 
to iny'ildormant ? Oiuar ibn Media t* the country of Siiro is only 
two Java 1 journey to the W. of Bunga.t It » to Ih? remarked, 
in furtlicr confirmation of the ideality of the Dure with the Sobdt 
or T* I fa that in I he same way m, according to the information 
obtained by tne* ihe valley of ihe B£ro is H inhabited by Shrinknlas 
or negroes but beyond tmm to the W- arc other I rib** of Gal Us 
speaking a different language, or at least a different dialect *o r 
in M. d'AmaiicT* map, ihe fc Pays des Dink*;" the well-known 
negro race dwelling between the Blue and While Rivers, is shewn 
as e Jit ending southwards as far as the Sobiit h while beyond that 
river Iq the W. begins the country of the Nuwrirs (Nouerrcs), a 
people (according to M. Thibaut, who likewise accompanied die 
ciXiHedidon) ^ whose complexion inclines towards red, und whose 
hair is nut woolly ; M § that b lo say, a race distinct from their 
Bf^ro neighbours* and apparently of cognate origin wiih the in¬ 
habitants of die Abrcsfaiian plateau.jj Is fa true that in M* 
d’Araaudfa table of the several iribes inhabiting rise valley of she 
Bahr el Abyad, the Nuwers are classed wiih f| the Duikas and the 
several other tribes speaking nearly the same language ;" r and 
M, Weftio says in like manlier* (hat if the language of the ]>tnkas 
w ho inhabit the right bank of itie Jkdir el Abyad, as far as ihe 
Sofau. extends* with wrtain imod\fitiatw/rs t as far up I be former 
river as t lie count ry of t he Cbirs (Tshie rr) /' * * But one of l he$a 
« modifications 11 may possibly bo, that the Nuwors whose origin, 
as a red race, is manifestly different from that of the Dmka ne* 
{?roe* r have a language of iheir own distinct from ihnt of iheir 
neighbours though they may he fa mi far wish tile latter also, and 
may uw it in iheir column uicafions with strangers. 

Though the Biro fa thus shown to be a continuation of ihe 


* " ScmvrUe* Atmalr* tic* Yor*&*i' 16 -AS, to], i. p, 

t ' JimiiuL k. K. S.; sol mils, p r Ifll | Ibid, * 

i **Pkf fl® Utibidc N. , „ . . cpmmnkqt l« \n jt d« Nuiien , , . * luewntrur 

tip lou-r ffnaia i’irt inf If Ifl cbffru* pt* rffc|Ni*, r "- h Bull* fa/ Htnl 

T l 4. iriaL 3.1*1. 

]| ft HfUiitiJ In* ]Tn]iur1iM (O iuCprCaiu mbiPtlrtT 11 jp lui'igiiqgo fif ibrw- fpd |rtw|,ilp K th< 

Xu*b ? h with tbit of th* Ci^Uu. or wirii thrt nf ihr Gtmga*, itie rtulier isiFia- 

biijicitft nf tiit sh iIs? of ike tahSi*-]#jii1 fiurn bcjnihd KiAk tu-Uw Abid. If tue ■ r iWoai^in 
Df mj fjlifleru inl'.»rTiori1i ii tv I p rtkfli IrlmiJIj, thkr Nnwi-JI are a tribe*&f fiajtili. 4 
1 ■ Bulletin/ voL mis* pp. ftl* 93, 

* * 4 Blick in iiri N Ll^Qutll luid.' p. i\ 
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Sobii or Tefcfi of M. iV Amain], it docs not necessarily follow that 
It & alone the upper course of that river. By persona reaching itf 
right hunk from die N. P like M. Russegger's Arab slaw-dealm of 
Sevifk&r awl toy Gnlla merchants and elephant-hunters of Guderu, 
it would he regarded os ihe upper portion of the main stream, just 
os the Sobrit of M + C nielli is comilclemj as Mich by die Dink as; 
sitice p in each ease, their information dens not extend boyo ml it. 
But p by persons arqUHiiited with the countries and river* lying 
fu rl her to the S- and E.. She B£ro is known to bo a tributary of 
ihe G^djub ; and as It will be shown that it ia this latter river 
which in really die upper course or main stream of the S ib.d or 
Te!fi p it will follow that the llano, like the Suljit of the Dinkai, 
b only a branch of the principal stream on ils right bank, what¬ 
ever nmv be the correct name of that principal stream* 

Of all the rivers of Eastern Africa, except tbo Nile itself, the 
Gofffeb is thal which during She la>.i few years has attracted ihe 
most aUention. Before entering upon ils particular consideration, 
it may* therefore, he nut uni rd wresting to repeat briefly the stem*, 
by which a knowledge of this river has b ?en acquired. As early 
as May, 1841, l sent homo from Shea certain particulars respect¬ 
ing the Gddjeb, which had been obtained by Dr. Krapf and myself 
from n slave of the king* named Oil bo. He described it a# 
being about 3 miles across* and as Bowing between Eoirea and 
Kifia IH to the country of the Arabs ;'** by w hich expression he 
was understood by Dr. Krapf and myself So mean, tkor it reached 
the shores of the Indian Ocean frequented by die Arabs. I was 
till rocendy under i he impression that this was the first occasion 
on which even (he mime of this river had been communicated lo 
l he civilized world; but on looking through the volumes of the 
* Bulletin ' of the Geographical Society of Pari?i e I find rhat as early 
ns the IbiSi of August, 1839, M. Autoilwd’Abbadu^ifi a memoir 
read before that Society p mentions his having been informed by a 
merchant of Den I a named :irkie. whom he bed! met with at 
Mastimh on hn first visit lo Abcssima, that - In riviere Gxwdjmb 
conic par Kafikut CEnarja dons I'Abbay/’t but without stating 
any other particulars respecting it or directing any special notice 
to it. 

m In a very copious memoir eommiameated by Dr. Krsipf to the 
Egyptian Society of Cairo in August, 1842, and published (in a 
translatkin) in tho k Monutsbvrichte 1 of the Geographical Society 
of iyrtiu,| many additional details obtained by him from l)ilbo 
are given respecting the Godjeb— called by him #H Goshop, F or 
Qochob/ 1 _and die neighbouring countries; and the same par- 


* k JuKkrna.1 B- CL K.,' n*l. *ii*T*- h A r 7 ‘ 

t * UuLlctm/ 2ihI &rrLe*. vok p. tSo # ; P*** (l*4S-3> f* 1 *%* W- 
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linil[irs H with little modi fixation, are likewise inserted by Sir 
William C. llama, in his ‘Highlands of Aiihiopia ;* * the 
river, which is called by him L ‘ Gochofr'* after Dr r K rapPs Ger¬ 
man pronunciation, being, in accordance widi I lie views regarding 
Dilbo's statement original I y entertained by Dr. Krapf and myself p 
made to flow into the Indian Ocean, 

On my arrival in Gdljam, I soon discovered, that , if Oil bo really 
know ihe true course of the Gudji-b (which 1 much doubt), his 
,f cotllftiy of the Arabs*' most mean, not the shores of the Indian 
Ocean f but Sen mir; for* from informal Ion obtained from many 
persons, both Abessinmns and G&lla^ it was made certain lhat it 
joins the " Abdl 1 ' This expression I have since found to be just 
as indefinite as the * Nile 1 * and the 11 Ruhr el Abyad rF of the Arabs 
of Senior t but 1 was not then aware of that circumstance \ anti 
having at the same time positive)^ ascertained the existence of the 
western branch of the Bine River, and being misled by Mr. 
McQueens statement in his H Geographical Survey of Africa *t as 
to the time of the latter river's flooding iu Seimur t 1 was induced 
to regnal the Grfdjeb as the upper course of tin* western branch, 
and so I laid it down [n my map of the 6th September, 1^42, of 
which mention has already been madc.J Further information, 
however, soon convinced me l hat thiSj all hough an advance 
towards the truth, was not the truth itself; for, instead of the 
Gtidjeb, with in tributaries ihe Gtbbc, IMm, and Gaba f flowing, 
together with tho Dedhdsa, to tho A hit, the Dtdh&a alone was 
found really to do so: and, accordingly, toy map of the 23rd of 
November, 1 B43 t § showed ibis latter fiver to be she direct course 
from S- to X. of the Blue River. 

The Godjeb, on the other band, in a most important map j| 
drawn under the dictation of 'Omar ibt) Nedj£t> a Mohammedan 
merchant of Derita, was made to farm si curve round Kalla and 
the adjacent countries, and to join T *lhe Abd of SecMr* 1 ^ That 
such is really the ease is expressly asserted, not onlv by Jh 
d' Abbiidie (ws we shali next proceed to shoiv), but likewise by 

* Vlit I Li. p4WiT*. 

f P, 335. S« ib* wroit in pug* of ibt [htwipE Kt.+jy. 

% S*-* I'nige 27, $ S« pa^-e 2S. 

|J The valiir of I'iiii liun ifl nieb, tllat 11 ti in. hr rp^TrtE«J kl «*» not [Hlljlilhed k% 
iIlc S^Kiety"i ‘ J.i‘.Ln..Lr Lit ill* 1 umc tint* as the tptmvk in which ic n m^tticiii^l. It 

is, bwciTTp gfrtiti l^evilh. ■ 

1 J J<hLrni.Ll It, (t. S.. '. lit, ilii. p, 2AT. In my nri5*-la*iofc F Ami 11]■■ fhllfwinff [itffc* 
il Wo&iil} t.ear Ypj^hi, < 1 Q Uw 30th J^unry, JM3:—- HWji Muh^flnwd 
Ktr, B racrchtml trading 1 lu hirtrea* iiir.mn* mv tiui iheG&ljcb tLma «b. ilaii ii L kr (i, *. iu 
1 he north) uf Kiff*, uml ■nndiWAnli p then (timing round fatrufr ta th t wwt p iiemt* 

ruiLfui rigiln iwrlljwu«Ei h mtnijciM* JjW Ab*ii or HahrtfJtr^ <*f Khartum, ln*g in fart 
rA# pi Jfjjndr Ut drew iticotkm cm rhe ground with bii nkk, at»P kti^c of i| J? 
Bahr d Arrrk. *n*i spultr qikiUf pontirelj m mttjrcr. U F »^ ini § Vfiy u.t^lligml* 
man, unS EhHiii, in Egypt, Rnml^y, | ]in4 qtirf# Dh tr](rakcJ ibi,E note until 

watiiLh ihfl liul fnw 'i&yi.— 13lli FrLruajy, 13IT. 
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M. Lefefavre p who stales* 00 the authority of a merchant of KafTa p 
named Irbot that the Gddjeb u a mile in width when it arrives m 
I ho plain country of the Shdukalas or negro vshejbre falling irdo 
White fliver* And the same is furl her virtualiy confirmed by M- 
d'Amaud’a map of the Bahr cl Abjad, contained in lhe * Bulletin 
of the Geographical Society of Pans for February. L843,t m wisich 
ihe united stream of the Gddjeb and Shoaberri (Choa-Berry) is 
laid down as the continuation of this mum stream of the Bahr el 
A by ad from ihe extreme point reached by the EgypH&D* expo- 
ihMmis M- d 1 A maud's authority for this I infer to be M. Blondeel 
van Cuelahmok* the Belgian Consul-General in Egypt* and Air, 
Bell, who were in OcSdjam in IB43 and Left that province just m J 
entered it ; since he states f that he re nested some inlormaiion troin 
iho^e geatlonsen respecting the Sidfmu, that i* to say, the pwpje 
of Ki in wdiose country the Gudjeb rises. L lie mtatHike in I his 
map is making the river to run sooth-west w arils itHtead of north* 
westwards 10 join the Bah r el A by ad. 

When my memoir of tlie "23fd of Sovetiiber* I 84d, was com- 
mnnSeated to ihe H*jnl Geographical Society, Sir W illlani Harris 
and Mr* McQueen were strongly advocating die course of the 
Gddjeb —fey them called “ GocAob "—to the Indian Ocean, and 
its identity with die Jubh or Go-win ; § and I wits assured, on what 
I considered lo he 111 iqnestiotiable authority, that it was a posi¬ 
tive fad that the Jubh or i Gochob " had been it avujattdbtf European* 
upwards from the to near /jam/, h rider these circuntstsftOeij 
though I had every reasron to credit the accuracy of dm nr s 
slatemeiUs* 1 could not fly in the face of what was so confidently 
asscried to lie a Jttci $ anJ I here Tore I had no nheruative but to 
let die question re mni it till ii should be capable of determination 
oti further evidence,i 1 The app-arancc ot that evidence was not 
long delayed. In February, 1844, the JuLbor Gowfn was as- 
ceiuWd by Mr. Henry C* Arc Angelo, who bus published * 
brief account of his expedition in the 1 United Service Journal 
for January and February* 1845. He ^v*:—" The river Job# 
i> not known to tfie native* by the name Major Harris has given 


* * BtitSrtin/ 3 nl Srdrt, vuL L p. 5 -r 

t StHUMi vol. ill. I " vol *tim. p,^ l *d. *•*> M 4S - 

, 5 U ]j.!!■ a* Mar 3rd, ISli (*^ ‘ BEucknuii** M*&uim Imf Jun*, IM4. v-l hr. 
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if, tiit-j 'GoeJiflA/* it 13 railed by ihem Gowin or Jub t and 
fomeiimes Guimrlee,t as they say it i* the principal branch of 
the Guimrlee. It may he set dmm as mi incontrovertible fact, 
t hfit no Europeans have been up the river * f/or hob' or Jkb& t for 
thy purpose that Major Harris mentions, viz., traffic in slate?; 
or indeed for any other ptiipo&g, with the exception of myself* 
up to February, 1S4L M { Mr, Arc Angelo ascended the river 
about 220 or 240 miles, on a general bearing fas well a* can 
be coHected from his narrative, which is not m ample or definite 
a* could hate been desired) of about Ji.N W..§ so that the 
furthest point reached by him does not go btyoad about 3' SKF 
N. Lai, and 41° 20* E. long. At this point the traveller thus 
describes the river:-— l| The current alter this became stronger 
every mile; ttiers was, however, plenty of water, the river rather 
narrow. * * + . Sometimes in the day the current would be 
so strong that it was impossible to gel 300 yards in lour hnurs, 
I imagine a very small at earner would do. Some considerable 
distance up there are several falls, one of which was said to be a 
very high oihj. 1, | So far therefore from the Gmvfu or Jiibb 
having been ascended as far as Endrea 7 we find lhat its first ex¬ 
plorer, Mr. Arc Angelo, whan at his furthest point, was siiil nearly 
400 miles dislant from lhal country if that the river was there 
scarcely navigable on account of the rapidity of the current \ and 
lhat it soon ceated to be so altogether. And there can hi* Utile 
doubt that, like the Ha wash and the W£bhi (if it be not the 
Wibbi itself), the GowSn or Jubb has its rise on the eastern¬ 
most limit of the mounl a in-chain of Eastern Africa, which, a# 
its declivity on that side .is much shorter and more rapid titan 
towards the N. and W^ ctinnot give rise to streams of such magni¬ 
tude m those which have their origin and course on it* wcsieru 
dank.** 

This digression concerning the Go win [ YVdbbi -G iweyn& ] or 


* Ai nfigiuMd in ihii, it » staled I iy ,l London cimrS|Xiud*ut of \t, Jgosard, iti m. 
Irlref IStb HuffmUr, In I S:— Ll I har* in my Ix^cmla a Ictier fnun u -pffuai 

. + * ■+ , w bth hu ii-tM r^iL it if river J u b in u large odw ufi/u m i [« nec»d- 
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£y .t/i-y'ur Rurria ?— 1 llulteiinV Jtd ^rriH, vul h ill, p, 67+ 

f *.r, Ciflinjilt, liw OFPUU 414 'f M. i| L Alj^* 4 if in lh« h ^UlH« du pay rtf- jj^ftti ndl 1 \ u 
rul. ITm ot 1 Hid Leti □ de "j Suckle dr G£oaT*|4lk/—F. B+ « 

[ P. L^H, 
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Oirulaji , lfc#r , i Lmi’i in ruL N, [uit i, u f cLr Sucirty 1 * 1 JwitimiL' 

[I t*. SM- 

t Afitwliiift to 1L dAbWic {' Ihillrlm d ' 3rd SerLr*. tbL IT, n. $3|), SAlfcn, the 
c*ntl1 or Enin** ii in fl' WW* N. kt. awl 31“ Iff W* lair, E. ut Firii, w 
mSs' 4ff r E. efG«rtirub, 
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Jubb vra s necessary. in order to raaove from ihe consider ill ion of 
ihe Gtidjeb one of its main difficulties, namely, the opinion—first 
advanced (but soon recalled) by myself, ami since so positively 
ant! repeatedly asserted by others—that it flow* into die Indian 
Ocean, 

Wu mar now return to the investigation of the course of she 
Gddjeb as described by T Oinsir ibn Nrdjat. In the first place k 
must be observed, dial that ititeUigwit native dee* not as^rt this 
river to lie ' the Aim of Senior' itself—that is to say, tiNfUahr 
el Abytul, or main stream of the Nile*—but says that it j&mt that 
river beyond Sirkn, a country lying a week** journey toth^ of 
Benign, (be capital of Kafa.* Now* if the course of ihe GdJjeb 
be carried round Kalla in ihe E.. S., and W.; be then made lo 
turn to ihe N.W.at about SO or 100 miles— 14 a week's journey ,T — 
to the W. of Butiga (which city is placed by M. d'Abbadie in 
7° 12' 30 P N. lat and 36° 4* long. E. of Greenwich) ; and be 
thence continued in ihe same direction, which ia that of all die 
principal iributaries of the Nile which descend from the A bos! mail 
table-land \ we shall lind that it, not lest than the B iro (M. Hus- 
wggerV 11 Bahr el Ahyad eflictlf coincides wilh the Sobut of M- 
d 1 A maud’s map* And if, m has been stated anil as will be more 
fully shown in the sequel) the Uin) is a tributary of the Gddjeb, 
it will result that Hie la Her river, and mat the former, is the 
upper course of the Suhai or Idlfiof the Egyptian expeditions. 

Within the last two ycais letters have hi™ received from M* 
Antoine d’Abbndie, coiimriinicaMiig she important intelligence of 
his having penetrated S, of GMjam as far as Eiuirea and K:HTa. 
Hilherto ihe only particulars of Ids journey imported lo the public* 
are contained in a few letters published in the ‘ AtheniBuiTi, | the 
* Bulletin * of the Geographical Society of Fftris p } the ■ NouvelW 
Armais des Voyages. 1 § and probably some oihrr periodical pub- 
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k cations. This journey has a claim to he regarded as one of the 
wo&t important ever accomplished in Africa. It i* therefore mitt 
the deepest interest that we look for full detail* respecting it r 
together with ih c map of the enter prising traveller^ route, the 
sketch of which had been unfortunately left behind at Oondur, 
when be wrote front Masuwah at die close of 1814, announcing his 
return from those countries so imperfectly known. 

M. d 5 Abbwdie wtalcs that lie cro-setl the Gddjeb within 30 miles , 
of its* source/ and he eiilirviy confirms 'Omar's statement its to 
the spiral course which that river takes round KnfFa to join the 
N i lc. f Rut M . d p Abbadic goes fu ri her, and gWes it as b is decided 
opinion that the Gddjeh is the Nik itself* Every opinion on (he 
subject of the geography of Eastern Africa, expressed by one who 
has travelled for so many years in that quarter of (he globe* and 
who has manifested so much zeal anti ability in (he inresligal km of it, 
is emitted to respect, Still, if the subject be viewed in all its bear¬ 
ings such an opinion will be found to be untenable. To dis¬ 
prove its correct n&i$ formally would only lead to needless repel i- 
tioil+ since the argiimenls which it would Ih? nee ssary lo adduce* 
are lo be found in their proper place in the course of the pre¬ 
sent investigation. Without pausing:, therefore, to cxaniiite M, 
d'Abbadk^ hypothesis in detail* but assuming that tho idendly 
of the Gddjeb with the Telfi or So bit* sn y or al all events will 
bc t sufficiently established in the course of these remarks, we 
shall proceed lo the consideration of tho tributaries of that river on 
its right bank. 

The first of lh*»e is the small stream already mentioned, under 
the name of dli Sobdt,” as having been reached and repealrdly 
crossed by M. Castelli, which has already received all the ccfiai- 
deration of which it is susceptible^:}: 

The other tributaries of me Gddjeb on its right bank* enume¬ 
rated by M. dTAbbadie in the order in which they join that river 
from below, are ibe Baro. the Birbir, the Kolrlda in die country 
of Yarnbo; ibe Odiko (Gchko) or Uaka ■; li^qo), a noble si ream 
which runs through Smka (Seka) T the couniry of the Mashaugo 
(Maehnngo) negroes; the Kesha fKecho) tnSfiro; the Ahiiw.i, 

Guma, ilirgimo, Shdcho (Chatcho)* Bandja qikI Gdra tn Gtibo, 


* it [iliiT^t bp M, f 1 Noanlln Amulei i!a Yuytfn, 1 IS 15^ 

TtlL ti p, PHAbunt 7‘ Ju" S. LaL r JLUd I" 20 r I tv, ©f SilSki- F c^iP* 

ir^ijFudj nil 3J" Uiy E r Df tti iii? i< d«iannui«d lay Lb* phiUueIh t*itr 

afai p eJ if* bdHp il KiAgbili(Kai*kiUKi\ tworiiyi* jumiiry, hm JOmilni, from i\ m sure*,, 
over *bitb btidg* that travrltcr CTP**^t iiw rivn un U=* Y*r*y from SakL* ty Uulljja, 
Bill, vi*wms *b* SHBliuuf of tLi»f l*u tentniy un [he dim-t ra*ii Utwi^ii wSiEcb t have 
nUjiy* wndemot*! Ktngk*ii loh*, tbii Iuwf pLucr ought to be at lv*»4 imy tniln 
f* 4 ,na [he iuuref of ll* fftULLjrb. 

j toihp Lime «0«t ilie fttiEerunn of Hldji M^hubmpl Nur, in jbgt I i r * 

1 Se*|>ig< 3E, *t/n 
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sincl the Birina in Kollo.* f 11 another list furnished by the same 
traveller, j the Birbir is placed below the FUra, in which case it* 
might possibly be identical with the Sohdt of M. CasleJlL 

Respecting the Biro, M. tTAbbadie remarks:*— 11 This river 
deserves speck! attention, since evert in Watlfoga it is already aa 
lar^c as the AWi at the ford of A'muru^ and the timid Ethio¬ 
pians dare not cress U without sacrificing to the god of die river. 

' ... On credible testimony it is almost as large as the G^djeb 

itself, where it joins ilie latter in the country ol Vambn/' This 
information La entirely corroborative of that col luck'd by myself 
respecting the BLiro.jl In one prussage* hi which the same traveller 
mentions the several names under which the Gddjeb passes before? 
it merges in the Bahr el Abyad, he states that it is called Biim 
in the lower j>art of it* course;*] which must be understood as 
meaning below the, confluence of the tw o streams. This is quite 
in accordance with the relation of the elephant-hunters of Gdderu, 
to which allusion has already been made.** And it is 1 tknvi-e 
another instance of the facility wish which mistakes may arise in 
information respecting rivers obtained from natives. lliJSkbhnas 
of K.ltfk cad the common stream by the name of Godjeb; but the 
Gal las of G tide ns know it—and probably also the Nile itself be¬ 
low the junetbutt—as the Baro; while among the Dink as, whose 
horizon would appear to be bounded by the Sobut, the name of 
this petty stream usurps the place of that of the common bed of 
I hose two noble river*! 

Confining ourselves for the present to the consideration of the 
BurOp we find the following rivers mentioned by AI* d'Abbadie as 
joining it on its righi bank, viz., the Bolor, Sor r \Viehi s Guniaro* 
Kdithor (Kocmor), Yubbi, Bum (Bourn), and Ghlba (Gabba)4| 
Of die miine^ of Burie, KtSnhor, (jiimaro, Sor, anil Jiotur 

are kjtown to me, from my Gal la itineraries, as those of plactx 
(which may derive their mines from streams flowing by tbem p or 
r ice terw) lying to the north of the Bum; buL the Giba aline 
was described to me m a river. On it there is a large market of 
the same name, and it nuts at a short distance beyond Kira, the 
residence of a principal chief of Wall-cgga* named Chajish^xio. It 
baa its head in the large forest in which the Gddjeb rises, 
•According so M, d'Abbadlo, 11 the B;iro* which tbe Sidamas 


* 4 Khv^Ih Ausaln i|n VoyagcV 1345* v«l, ||, jl 11 L 
t Iran*, Ttd. k p, _ l Ibid rr td.ii. p. 111. 

$ i>, MrSVa- A'IjWj 1 be funl in ShCriaslii cm the rmid bftWeeu Buri# udA^tim. 

|| Sflvpgc 

1 'NDLireMri A i malm ilei Voyapw/ ful. L p, 3IJ& H m 

■ f f Uader lljii view **f tkr ra**, cite inditimi gf e3h- tr-jUjt* tlhit (Jiev euw bum Rdr'- 
r. ffpm bjand fA r lliiru — H. ti, 8U* T^l. Jill. 2&9 * 1 }* tni^M 
^epplve itwll PFitffttw fact Will tbe-ir original «r4t wm ifte VVpA. 

*£ 1 NiiLireUe* Aun.tSn sir* Vupje* t ' vuh ji. pi. III, 
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call Rosa, Iiai it* source near to that of the Gddjeb, * dial is in 
sav. ** in the country of Giiuim, Ganisro or Giiiuru. on tile wtne 
plateau, and nt a distance of about 3 days’ journey (50 miles). T 
On its left bank, according lo the same traveller, il* tributaries are 
the Giindji, ■* which has it* source close to die spring from which 
the Gddjeb itself rises," the Siria and die Bonga. " This list, he 
aildSj “ would be much larger, were we to add the smb*tribuiaru’s 

of th^ Bam." .... i 

Of the other tributaries of the Gddj«b mi )ts right hank u&nwu 
by M. d‘Abba die, no details am given by him except ol the 
Oshko or Blifeo (Baqo, also written 13a go and Bako). 1 lie sou ret* 
of this river ie slated lo bo in I lit* centre of tins great curve ot the 
Gddjcb, at a day’s journey from Btfnga; and, in addition to the 
names uboviMUicni'i fined, it is W oah fW och) by tho poop* 3 

&r Gimm f End Wfca by tlie Sidilmas,| This diversUy uf 
in the various con[jtrie& through which it panncBp proves the B4ko 
to be A fbCtni of con^itJcrable jiipgiiil title. In Miy uatiio itsucrii- 
rics, I find mention made of the ■■ B&kW* as being n large river 
heyotid the BzlrOp m far as which (ho Gall a country known untier 
ihe eompreliensive hiie of\\ allu^ga extends; ils ftilley, hkt that ot 
1 ho Biro itself* being an iraporiatU hunting ground for elephants 
iind buffaloes. Besides calling the Baku h tributary of the Godjeb, 
d’Abbadiu states that it is tiki name by which die principal 
BtndJUir itself ia known to the people of Wallegga.f that is to “T' 
the Gil Das dwelling on its right bank. Hero wo have again 
another instance of the main stream's passing under die nun* ol 

its tributary. . 

Tb*close parallelism between the Bahr el A urek, with its spiral 
head and ite two principal tributaries on die right bank, die Dea¬ 
der and Ra'ad, running fide by side ill tilt- same direction with it, 
utid die Telfi or Gudjeb having tho same form with simitar tri¬ 
butaries, the Biko and Baro. is most striking; and it is a con¬ 
vincing proof that thus far S. (he general characters of the itioun- 
tain-eliain of Eastern Africa remain unaltered: so that, seeing that 
towards the N. the Tukkazio partakes more or less of die same 
characters, we may Ims prepared to find some not dissimilar ones 
rvproduced in the Sftoai^rri yet further lo (lie south. 

Iti urder to complete tho list of the tributaries of the Giidjeb Bn 
its right bank, it must bn remarked, that, on a previous occasion, 
M. d’Abbadie makes mention of die Gutsi|| *‘as a river flowing post 
Bbnga, the capital of Kafik," which is described by him Us 1 a 
very large stream, comparable with the Otkljeb, which it joins;" 

• * Aimvin Jrt Vsynn,’ Itii, vol, ii (,.*1 H. • 

f IbW.P-l* 1 t tbU,,* 116. • 

j IlflU., [i. 116. 

y 1 BnUctin * 1 'JiiftiiwnN, voir lie. p r 
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TAt? IMko—Scum of the Godfth. 

but this name does not appear ill that traveller's later 13 *ls dflsvgt 
up after his return from Bdii^a. It may, however, be only an¬ 
other form of the name G6dj*h : Omar called the ktonP cotinse of 
this river Gddjt% And from a young man named Dudjarno. ft 
native of Woratta, who was a long time a slave in Djimim-Kika 
and Eiuirea, and came afterwards lo YAuali, where I knew him a* 

3 Christian by the name of W alda Mikadi I obtained the names 
anil approximate courses of two rivers flowing through hi** native 
country p called Zigena and WAta, which wore slated by him to 
join the Gudjib on its right bank. These rivers are shown in my 
map of the 23rd of itfovember* 1843, and are probably identical 
with some of those enumerated by M, d'Abbadie, 

The Godjeb was described to me ns rising in an immense forest 
ex I ending between Wnllegga* Gum a* Gera, and Kalla, through 
which the caravans going to the last-named country must piis^ 
This forest is impervious to the rays of the sun* w hich is not visible 
to travellers for four or file successive day a. In it and in it* im- 
mediate vicinity ore found the ]ie;wb> of "the Biim, Gabo, Gild*?, 
atid Bedlid^a, as well that of the Gtidjeb; and at that part of 
the course of this latter river, where it w crowd on one of fbn 
cant van-rentes between Guina and KiHTa, it is but a small brook.* 
F J7ie head of the Gddjeb is placed by M . d'Abbadie in about 7*2(? 
N, kt., and 1° 21 y long. VV, of Sikkm : within 10 miles of latitude 
iiiid 5 miles of longitude of the spot where it is laid down in my 
map of the 23rd of November* 1813+ It waa described to M 
d^Abbadie ns being at a place called Gandjes, between iwo high 
kills f I mutes collines) called Boslii and Doubt (Hoc hi and Docks), 
in the country of Gindin), Gamaro, or Gamni-t 

With reference to this latter point 3 that traveller remarks:} 
■* i\ow Jt is an historical fact, that, prior to the sixteenth century, the 
Arabs were in constant communication with Ilanirge and Ddwaro, 
It was probably from ibi* quarter that they obtained their informa¬ 
tion respecting* die source of the Whili Hirer; and seeing the two 
mountains of Gandje^ they may have call' d them die mountains 
of the Gimru (Djabal el Qatar). But the Arabia word jamr, 
Of yrtmr [Kumar], sknilies ' moon/ and hence lias arisen the 
curious error of * the Mountain* of the Moon/ Si We will not stop 
fscre to discus the position of Gmiira p which country is placed by 
J Omnr iba Nedjat to the S. of Kalbt; whereas* according to M. 
d"Abbailic* it must be towards the N V1 in order that tbe sourcu of 
th. ■ Thkljeb should be found uithiu it. But we object altogether 
to his derivation of I he name l+ Mountains of the Moon." If, os he 
states, tile first mention of these mountains liad been made by die 

4 _ ___ 

*- - 

* * * Iuumn\ ft, D. &* 1 fill. r.lH, - 

4 1 Nou-TfUtt Anmta iLw Vefflge% p tab ib [*. 1 Tfl- ^ ^ 
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A rata, uiio obtained their knowledge of them prior to the sixteenth 
century from native sources, it nil! rot be denied iliat they might 
have made the expression the mountains (f Gimira, or Gdmni, 
significant in their own language as Djchel el Kuimir Jj.). 

Bui thd fact is dial the " Mountains of the .Moon” went already 
knowii to Ptolemy in the commencement of the second century 
by the name of w rif XrX?tasr o/sr. * If, then, fls M. d'Ab- 
badii- 'contends, the expression "the mountains of Gfotira " was 
first made significant by the Arabs, it would follow that rlie geo¬ 
grapher of Alexandria derived Ids Greek name through the 
Arabic language, and his knowledge of the upper course of the 
' i" fruni tile Arabs themselves. File correctness of this hypo- 
'hesis will, ofcourue, not he inflated on. If, on the other hand, 
it be admitted—and it is all but universally admitted—that the 
Arabian geographers acquired llieir first geographical notions re¬ 
specting the interior of Africa from Ptolemy, including that of the 
upper course of the Nile and its origin in the " Mountains of the 
Mooti,” wo can perfectly understand how I lie Greek name to ritf 

Xk.vii'mu lf<,s should have been translated by them j J.r 

Dji’M el Ka'viar in the same way ns it is rendered '■ Mountains 
of the Moon" in all European languages. 

It k true I hat the Arabian writers have attached a different 
meaning to the word / *<J, by reading it Kotnr as if pointed 
Vi dll a damn,a, instead of Kdmar with a fathd ; and they ha™ 
given certain fanciful reasons for the name Komr, which are 
cited by l)e Sacy in his version of 'Abdu’-I LafiPs * Description 
of Egypt’f But, in ihu derivation of the names of places, it 


* LiU. It. rap. i*. p, 1 [S (rdiL Brrtii, p, JSly 

t “Ota Mloit o«linaufea.tiil It nm.i Jr cr. mntuiHi ro, Ui m4mt, <b h « 

itelL? "**, pri* cri E it«henWo» «lt.il*.nnun»li<a, 

Ilfl Plolfmtr, qui star In «mrc» du Nil ken a.i-drli Jr 1'Wlnif, Jan. In Wirt 
I 3 iuiiu ; iir. lie k Lupr, Jj*. Ou ]cut crohr qu*ili rulHMJrul rflVetiTrnirht 

“kWWlW 1= nwt yd, nom qn’Di JofiikiU i cate raoukfn^ ,| m , Tff u ^ 

.Ilk prvn«l(wit JHIuqu* Lcofi Afrirrio * Jil Ju Nil; AlaM , v jrL* a ,*'« 

ampra da amt. MU Ln™. Jc uc cu.U j«» crprulant que ( a ; t (it I opniki d«* in- 

i i 

ei( “ icri ™' l, ATai «*i ^ PWfwntod «r mot y} AW. ata jlni,’- qid (Utomi* 
juaLfe i (fenwfiS cei!(> pmpfliidLaiSfJiL, aimj £. 4 * i’aisitur tlti AVnauj rlit mu A 1 

Jr Wit** **g»p«* V* «-*b ta^cu, 

UH togrurdr jnnni *, rt q„i (kit fe. i I'll, Jr CylSi. - p^! U j 7 h 

tvnuvn qu D rrtlr ,lr, i| y « a Lmr ■«»«. W^m ^ ^ j; tq 

immirr L _yaj prciul wti ln>m. It ajouir q U « oilmS)» » 000 ^ 3 lit Ireji jvlilc 

i uT r ‘i lrll i A !"l a \ J * 1 ^ 34 f * E ‘ i| tan , ®n dr Ranuuio^ u 3. M. 99 B, 

Mm-i. At. dr k Bibl, iui|t, n" C92, fid. Sii, ' 
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* Mount atm of th$ Motitt. 

h a rule of son ml etymology to consider > that, whenever a story 
is attached to a name for ihe purpose of aceotinling for its origifl, 
the story* instead of having given rise to the name, ha* f on 
the contrary, sprung out of it through ignorance of its real im¬ 
port** The simplest anti most natural derivation of a name will 
generally be found to bo the correct one* and we should doubtless 
he erring were we to look elsewhere than to the Greek of Ptolemy 
for a derivation of the Arabic name. The tales of the Arabian 
writers may be regarded merely as attempts to explain a word, of 
the origin and reafmeatlmgof which they had lo*E the knowledge, 
Tile Greek derivation of the name being then admitted, we have 
this alternative ns to its origin ; either there is some conn try of 
which the native namo twin a reseniblairee to the Greek word 
Selctie, or else the lf Mountains of the Moon ** derive their title 
from soine country of which die native name is In itself signi¬ 
ficant, t 

Thill a country, whose native name is thus significant, does 
actually exist* and that tin:- Nile has its rise ia that country, will 
be shown in the sequel* For the present we must confine ourselves 
to the consideration of the Gddjeb and its tributaries* 

Proceeding nest down the left bank of that river* M. d’Afatndin 


ptlur Kill ummnm pOfrtiUtran, pluiienn de «* hjibitaiils postf r?n| mt It umtiimi-E, cl 
y ftiUiwruHt dir m fraJitiueiii til* mr in toles an j*fpl i|e in taontagDa iym j*Jt 

* * 

dVui It noau qtr’rlk pnrt* de m*nt*$Hr da ffumr, Abmjlfcdo' r*jeU* 

l>uaStBV«biciit faptafoa. de crus qiu pmuoucent A awor, ft qua dfrivmL <x Horn dtf cptui 

*h tti InM. Cumin* te Aomr fit Ip plarid qpi ilgntGe vn ify'ti 

if iTJTf rwJfKr wnif/^ cm dTttn Ham mU, luivaiii Ju AffjwtjL \\ pm»|t que 

q u cii] lim ffriividu ciit cm que «lte efiuei Lir»r lirail mu i i m,ma i|r u coutmr. II 'aul rti 
■eminent avuir toulu riunir ert dfui fctTrni&3o$«% en iMttittt 1 wit* tnpci^jne dtt 
wul^Ti quVllc ilnil, i(iwai»t fui, am tiiTbui pha«a rfe U Euur/'*—► Rdafiou iid 
J'E^jrpat. par Abd-Allorif ] (lio m lBlfl), ji. 7 , #77. 

■ tlwTf vwilil be nsi dEfiLeuU^ Inciting- rcumenH-w aiaaptei of lam ^ 

Iiia^ he ffinu, u being perfectij ivnatagcml to i\t* prwrU ™e r Sir, W, J L Hum! ton, 
in Itii - IWarrh,*! in Aik Stinot,' veLii. p. 105, *7,, (nfonaiui thal it* uamc fofrJbr, 
wtferlwl to Hrldu mitt*, i* nijspi-Lieil Lj tbp noiira to br ciampacsS of ibp wcudi W-iE/, 
14 bonrif " awl Ktz. “jtirl” iLflJ a fa.tr 3s Jfllil, in conwijuriicf. about 4 beautiful jar J*, tbr 
^raugiiler of a «thr,whowq» the tovelk»L of htt limr F qtid rri 44 Jkwy. But, m 

Mr. Hdcmltofla jualty mnAf^ ibtfprl ii ocirlkii^ unirr than hit, — - 

■ind ctirriapletl fratu ihai itrn fjiy ^ Ancheiat rytkaal 1 ' 

f 4 JN-niwry-dfJ, 1 ' eacinnl !rf ennf,utid^l rrii]a liaf^b h lbieqrK¥ii ofSiili.ii ftoiisb 

lnjth «-■' > ill 'Ini Tirurly qlAf ifl Twrtiih, ,vi tin 1 firm] ; liaf ibe BuiLml of *. _ Y. Y J 

t IliWlLi% Jiltirrc^iT iE migtiE eyfla lie that llie Ac*Li. rnrraI utii^ errn^uiiiieitiw wi^i 
U te kbabitanEi of lliaf ciHi]a!ij p im t«sl to trajaikre Ttir nimf dlreclty^ dei.. 1 amt 1 hroti ck 
tlic ifiicTTecnhati of ibe Greek. 


f ^lUrtiiraAlf die j]ra« f|jit + unti Gre.^ f. k. 173, 
f 1 Nor. el Etfr, ;]u M j», r I, %t r p. pj. 
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enumerates* the Ni?o in Gdra; the Burn in Djitnitia; the 
called Gibbe by the Gallas, which separates Gjiro from 
Djnumw-Kaka ; a §ecoiia Gibbe, which, rising in &ibu> skirls the 
eastern frontier of Yumma or YFigaro (Ynttgara)* and joins tile 
Boram - the Wolga and the Borara P which collect the waters of 
Gufrigiej and others, the mention of which must be postponed 
till we have diseased the subject of the several rivers each of 
which bears the name of Gfhbe- 

As it is justly remarked by ML cFAbbailie,t ** iha basins of the 
Blue and White Hirers, encroaching as they do on one another* 
form a very intricate hydrographical system; for the Gibbe of 
Lcka, rising in 0P N. kt, joins ihe White River [m*. the Gddjeb] 
on its left bank m about the 7th parallel, while the Dedbesa, a 
tributary <of tho Blue River on its left bank, rises in the eighth 
pndJcl- The little kingdom of Emircn semis half of its waters 
to the Glbbo anti the other half to the Dedb&a, +T This is Ibe- 
rally jn accordance with my map of the 23rd of November, I S 13* 
in which the Gibbe of Sibn or of Lokaf and the Dcdhesa are 
laid down precisely ns thus; described. 

The Gibbe of Leka is further said by M. tTAbhadie to join the 
Berata, which, with the W;»|^a T § collects the waters of Guragic, 
and Hdls into the Gtidjek This again i* substantially in accord¬ 
ance with the alatement of s Omar ibn Ned jit* that "the Gddjeb 
and Gibbe* after uniting in Ddko with Another river from Hat. the 
name of which he docs not kmni', go round westwardsfl I tat 
(E'itti) being th*3 name by which Shqa Lsganeraily known among the 
Mohammedan (raders, and Gurigie being regarded as a province 
of the latter kingdom* M. Lefebvre likewise heard of this river 
under the name of G(bbe f as rising in the mountains of Agnbdjai 
(Abeze-gaye^), a district adjoining Gurdgie ; only his informant 
appears to have confounded it with the Gibbe of Leka p which is 
crossed on the caravan-route from Baso to ErtareiU** 


* < Kelli tiled AfRHJn ill* YvjignJ to], ii Ik 1 ] I 

^ ibid,, voi k jk m t 

; Tbiii Cii+iiM] ]ia* jtt J-ii? inS»tre, uni mux through I*lm jui it§ km poyiii. 

4 ita UaJga ll 4 tributary to tin? Skiraw, or t hwi^ nfftufeil i it lfti« Q6- 

iljftb, iipCrl elnfcrlj vlumo. 

| 1 Journal k, (t, S p , } vol. lilt p. !£G7. 

% ■ BvTIrtin, 1 3ad Sencn, fob *ui |i. 213. 

’* T 1 "'»Wallet woulsl Ken to bate itcmd name hoi tctj ii.WiJiml.Je j u/unwii inu 

"‘l**"? *»«“'**■ place (■ 3d Skri™, fol V p. 

* h,t ( J"’/ ,Trr > * ftf T l™*K beiwc.i KjJT4 and Djiihma. ruwlhn/ushtfse 
Cl, ™ lr '7 1 e ' »''«<■«, BS*rf> in AmWie], A«TB» [t. *:,<i „*f 

Amit, J, l}jaiLiJj4ju AgaWj.yw [.,* -A B ti^ai' l ] > Adiya, uimI JLiU- oj^I 
11 ?** . rs ,hr ^‘'11'Ot rc jiiio tbe Nitr. Hot. fr,.m tl« n,,* 

well kiu-n pwiiiOKioTnl! (W muntrie(rjtrrji - j, „ f ur 

htct nmniny I* the «nill> in bate iu emine thn>ni ! »i ibem a/tw raannjr Uiumii KaPb 
■ml Djimma. And foil her, u aeentdinjp to ibe .uirmenl of M. Lefebt^t inrarnuiit 
fttv, 4 riiijtcuf K.ilTj (ili-l. ■, the In.lje^, .hiflj liter Dow* irceiward* (□ the NiJe ;■ 
joined hj anvtlier ritor aming /ran rA* rut, K U manifel Kmu t» riter, , U ab u 
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Affluent* * Of the Godjtb im its left Bank—the OiMc. 

* 

So furt therefore, m concerns the Cibbe of Leka and tho river 
of Giinigie, whether the name of the latter be Borara nr Gibbi, 
all appears to be cjuitu dear. Blit with reaped to the Ku^aro- 
Gibbe the cast b diflhrent- This river is described by M. tTAb- 
bndic as being totally distinct from the united stream of the other 
rivers of the same name, and as having it & separate coarse to the 
Gndjeb beiwean Gtiro—which country, according to that traveller, 
is identical with the iMshnm or B6*ha of the Pnriugnese—and 
Djinima-K*ika; in other words* it u made by him to run from M 
to £L on the W. of Ysngaro or Dj and jam, and to join the Godjeb 
towwdi the S.W. of that country; while the Gibbc of Leka and 
die Bornra of Gunigie fall into the latler river on tlws opposite side 
of the same country. 

That this is really _\J. d’Abhadie's meaning will be rendered 
manifest by what he days in a letter to the editor of the ■ Aihe- 
REciini/ * namely : *■ According to my informers* the country 
culled Janiaro [Djandjam] by the Gal las. and Yam m it, or Vati- 
gara, by its inhabitants front the names of its two principal tribes* 
is bounded on the E. by the Gibbe of Lcka* which joins the 
Borara* an aftluonL of thy White Nile [t. 0 . the Gtidjeb]; on the 
west, by n atiiali stream in a desert country east of Bbdia, which 
is thus, like the Yaftima 1 comprised in the fork of the two Gibbes ; 
for the second river of this name, identical tcith the Kusaro of the 
Sitldnuis, joins the Godjeb On the IV, and S, IV- of Rtehn. " And 
in anolher place be ?ays,t u the Zebti is my Gibhe or Knsaro, an 
affluent of Ihc Gudjcb or Uma; ,! of course alluding to the 
ZAsS of Fernanda, That Father, however, csprcaalj tells ug | 
that the Zebte was tmeo crossed by him ; thu firs* time to the wrjf 
of Ojandjaro (G ingiro) in the position of M. d T Abbadte 5 s kumro- 
Glbbo. amt the second lime to I lie east of that country in the 
position of the Glbbe of Xdfka f ihns making what this traveller de¬ 
scribes as two separate rivers to be but parts of one continuous 
stream* 

iti order to show more distinctly the discordance between the 
statements of ihe two travellers* it is necessary hero to introduce 
an analysis of Fernandes's journey from Ettarea to Kambwit 
(Cambate), cm which he twice crossed tha Zcbca as above men¬ 
tioned. I To says T namely ,§ that after leaving the court of the 
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kin^ ot hii.ire’iL (which, as it lay almost due S* of the point whcrg 
*Jfi crossed she Abai at Mina, must have been far to the TV* of 
Sakka, the present Gal [a capital), lie mid his jjarty travelled east- 
^'rtrds one day, when they obtained! an escort, and then four low; 
l - * josanioy further, always in the same direction, tiki they came 
io the liLgiern confines of Enarea T A leng r $teep f ami ditfindt 
rfemwl info the mllegqf the Zehc brought them to that rimr, 
wliicti Is described as containing a greater tody of water than the? 
Ab,.i ;*as being; at the spot where they crossed it, confined be¬ 
tween -*leep rocks; and as running with great violence and noi^e, 
uiost terrific to the travellers. Ilm. much more 90 was She bridge 
by winch they 3tad to Cross tho river, winch was merely" a beam of 
wood, long enough to reach across tlic stream from the one rock 
to like oilier, I 1 rcuu the similarity of this jjas-juge of the 2ebod to 
iJiatof the AbAi at the north-eastern extremity of the peninsula 
of God jam, where the two bridges are erected over U,* St is 
evident (hat where Fernandes crossed the former river it lias just 
reached tire bottom of its great fall, or rather succession of falls, 
troin like general level or the (able-hind into the deep ravine com¬ 
mon to all the principal rivers of Abessunia ; since at thru portion 
ol its course it would admit of a bridge,, such as is described ty 
the Imycllar, but lower down, where the valley open??, the bed 
of 1 be rivcr would be much 100 w ide for such a purpose* Haviiog 
thus crossed the Zehtr ft.tr tlmjirft time , Fernandes and his party 
cuti’re*l the small kingdom of\atiguro or Djaiidjaro — called by 
the Portuguese Ixitigito y—within which country one day's journey 
brought lhem to thy capital. After a stay of some time thefe^ 
they proceeded on their journey eastwards, talking with them 
jftypk fo assist them in again gassing the Zehee on their way to 
Ku 11 ibwat (Cambate)4 On the first day's jonrn ay they earn a 
f*™ ***** ** i/iUt river* which was here much larger, and 
hat to bo crossed by means of a curio ns raft, balanced on mi 
inflated cowhide. 

According to this narrative, the Zebra must necessarily form a 
curve round the N. of Yangoro, as k i* usually shown to do in 
our map* - and that it really does so i* expressly asserted by Tolies 
on the authority of Fernandes and otkcr. 4,5 and likewise by Abba 


* s™ * Jfiunu] II. G. S. p 


* . . . . ^ 

1 Tt™* hj which 1h,B C^H3T1,t ^ h ca3kiJ « v *®* 3 % m*. 

5 Pmro |HH]UE Urin jlW rwnkb hI’mmJEiui rr rm rmr r , 

rtf«rir»4k inimcTJvi qii* aj 0'Padre AuXviam frmvtrici, mrfm srnnilkiS^a 

Tmtfcdr, com outn# wvkmu h r ctcdil* yvt tvtn kvj d&w m t prum. Cl ifb Ztl+* .!« 
S?* fcW« !K> «|»llu|ii «*f ^ rtAr R^ r tffirnmU 

*™«° ™pi»d * mi ™mii* r> Ea 

aftasr,w a*™» - t an ,t*aK 

™ mH J t0 cdrtLre diwa «r >m4A Dkfljvr, F tmfimidalHD 












Fernando?# Jourtoty to Kondnedt, and I 'assay* of t/ve ZtM> 57 
* 

Gregorius, the intelligent Abissinian instructor of the learned Job 
Ludolf.* The latter states that the Zebee rises in Enareaf bet 
tilts is only a conipreheii^ivcdesignatioiiof the entire country to the 
S. of the Abai, as may be proved by numerous msiancesj The 
Jesuit Missionary, on ilia other hand, describes the position of its 
source much more definitely. He says (hat it rises in the country 
of Bds/ta (Boxa) in the kingdom of Kn&rca (this name being 
u*ed by him genmcallv in the same way as it is by Gregorius) ; 
that it runs a fetv leagues lo the W M then turn# northtoardk, and 
$oe$ round Ytiw/aro (Ginpiro), of which it makes a sort of jtmiti- 
ftila : anti that it then turns southwards, and is said by some 
persons to he the same river as that which enters the ocean at 
Mdnbasal^l 

The course of the Zebee is here described so distinctly, that we 
ran scarcely understand how Fernandes 4tould, by any possibility, 
have been mistaken* And yet lie mu*i have been so t if the fact h 
that the Kdsn.ro or Gill be of Bdaba flowsj^rtm N r to S- on the 
western limit of that country and of Ysiflgaro, as it is made to drj 
by M. cFAhbadie. when he stales that those two countries are 
*' comprised in the fork of the tivo Gibbcs/ 1 and that the Kusaro- 
Gfbbe “joins the Gddjeb on the \Y. ami S.W r of B&ha. H " Under 
these circumstances we are bound to defer to the authority of the 
Portuguese Missionary in preference lo that of the French traveller ; 
since the former states the result of hh personal knowledge ns an 
eyewitness, whereas the latter, though he resided several months 
in EnArea and went from that country further S, into Kiffa, does 
not appear to have visited Yangaro and its river, the Kiitfiro- 
Gfbbe, 

The native information collected by myself is, besides, much 
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more in accordance with the statements of FetwidH aiul Grc- 
geriu*. than with that of d'Abbatlie, The general result of 
this inftrrmaiaon is. that (independently of the river ofGurigiV) 
there are, in addition to (he Gfbbe of Leka. twp other M reams of 
the ram*? name, beth of which run westwards to join ihe Gfbbe 
of Leka* as they are in a general way shown to do in ray 
map qf the "23rd November. 1843. The one of these rivers is 
within the modern kingdom of Endrefi, and the other in the ad¬ 
joining kingdom of Djfninia-Kfika, hoih of which kingdoms am 
port ions of the country formerly included! under the comprehensive 
name of Endroa, In order to avoid confusion* we shall designate 
the Endrca of the present day by the name of Endrea Proper 

With respect to the Gfbheof Djimma, l have a voryprecito 
uole of a conversation with Dddjamo,, the native of Wor&tta al¬ 
ready mentioned* when ho informed me that this river runs be¬ 
tween Baddi and Kaka in njftnriifl, ui th? high pftiitt amnitt/. 
just a* -only much larger than—the Veda between Yejubbi and 
Ydusb.t the cattle of the two districts feeding on m batiks. This 
description is only applicable to the ttaper course of the stream 
over the level tableland, before it begins to fall into (he valley 
where it was crossed by Fern and ch for the first time; and ns 
Djitnnia-Kika lies to the aouih of Euima Proper, this evidence 
is strongly corroborative of the fact that the Gibhc of the former 
country— M, dAbbadies Ku*aro—runs from S. to NVaixl not 
in the opposite direction. 

And as regards the Gfbbe of Enarn Proper, its head wua 
described to me by several persons p* bring situate in the extensive 
forest to the W. of that kingdom, in which so many of the prin¬ 
cipal rivers of this portion "of the table-3anti have their origin. 
Dikij a mo further stated (hat its course lbs between Sakka and 
Kda* formerly the capilai of the late king H6fo p surname*! Abb a 
G um boh and that in ib m//ey are the eotfbu woods which supply 
die market of Sitka; there woods lying so clnm? to tliat town, 
that the female slaves of die king go from thence to got in the 
crop, filing off m the morning and retumuie; loaded in the 

evening4 

It must be distinctly understood, that, for thus laying down thm 
rivers of the name of Gfbbe (exclusively of ibe Boraraof Gurigie, 
to which M. Lofefavm attributes the like name), we have the'au¬ 
thority not merely ePQmar ibn N«dkt and Dodjamo, but Like¬ 
wise of several other natives, aa well as that of M. cTAbbadie 
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himself who states (hat *' the Giibe (Gfbbe) has ttrw sources 
tiro of which arc in Endrra.' * * 

Iii my map of the 23rd Novcmlwr, 1843, folkming Lk^st of 
"Omar ibn Ne<ljat too doef^Jy—for, from the rough way Ira winch 
ihe latter map was ilrawn^ it makes no pretensions lo strict accu¬ 
racy—the Gibbc of Emirea Proper and the Gtbbe of Djiimii.i 
are both laid down as running ihroughout thuir respective courses 
from W. to E,; and they arc farther made to join thu Gibbo 
of Leka mdependemly of each other, *1lough do m together* 
Buti on a further consideration of the subject, and having es- 

S cial regard lo tba narrative of Fernandes as well as lo 
ddjuino's information, 1 am induced to regard myself as 
having Wen in error in this particular ; inasmuch as the riier 
of Djinima-Kaka should be laid don it as running from S. 
to X\ before taking its course from VV. to E*, and should bo 
shown as being joined by the Gibbc of Enarea Proper be¬ 
fore tint Sing with lire Gfbbe of Leka.f The probable result 
thereforcp after weighing all tlio evidence, is dial the Gibbs of 
Enina Proper rises iri she west of that country* and mo* cast ward* 
between Sakka and Safa to join the K&saro or Gibbc of Djiinma. 
This latter rivcr T however—being Lite Zabee of Fernandes—rises 
in Podia in die 8. of Yangum, and after a course of a few leagues 
towards the W„ turns northwards, and runs over the level country 
between Erika and Baddi in Djimnia : then, beginning to fall, as 
I* the aim wish all the principal rivers of the Ahesaininn plateau, 
and being joined by the other stream of I lie same name from thu 
W„ it skirts Enirea Proper to iht 1 5. E, or E. # ill a valley com¬ 
mencing with a deep narrow fissure and gradually opening to die 
extent of several miles, towards the upper end of which valley 
Fernando* crossed it for the first time on his way eastwards into 
Vnngaro * next* bending ils course oast Wards, it passes on to die 
X- of the Lai ter country, when 1 ! it unites with the Gibbc of Luka 
coming from the #W* P and the Baram (Gibbc ?) of Guragie from 
(he N,E. The river, being now vastly increased in size, continues 
onwards to die S., skirting Yattguro oo the H, where it was crossed 
I he second lime by the Jesuit Missionary rut his mail further 
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eastwards into K&mbwat or Adfya,* the southernmost province 
I he ancient Ethiopian Empire. 

That, at the place where the Zebce was crowed the second 
time by Fernandes, it bad already been joined by the Boraru of 
Gumpie, must bo inferred, not merely from its greatly increased 
rize, but likewise from the fact that Fernandes makes no mention 
of his having crested any other large river oil his way further 
eastwards, which ho must otherwise have done, as hit road through 
Kumlfw;it or Adfya look him into I lie immediate vicinity of Gu- 
ragie. This latter country lay, in fact, close upon his left hand 
as lie con Li lined his journey cut wards, f and he particularly men¬ 
tions an attack made on him and his companions by tt p’u-ty of 
five mounted <jiM-d'GWj, and other firmed men on foot."J 
Our subject does not require u> to say any tiling further rrepcet- 
ing the journey of Fernandes; but it may not be unimportant to 
remark that, after passing eastward* through Knmbwat or AdiVa, 
he camo to a district called Alaba,§ governed by a Mohammedan 
named Atieo; beyond which district, he says, lie had to go through 
Cafraria: that is to say, the low country, the inhabitants or which, 
if not absolutely neproet (Cafres), are of much darker colour than 
tlw Fair-comple.xioaed natives of the tablo-lond. I-lere then I ho 
Father hnd come to the dffat, or edge of the tablednnd, in nearly 
the !0th meridian of E. long., which meridian lie must have struck 
in about the 8th parallel of N. lat. 

r Till very recently the course of the united stream of the Gibbecr 
Zebce beyond Yangaro had remained enveloped in doubt and uncer- 
raimy. Tiie Portuguese concurred generally in the opinion that 
it ran to the Indian Ocean, though they were Tar from agreeing 
88 t0 position of its mouth. Some earned it to Mdobasah; 
others to Melmdah; while, on the other hand, A Imres informs 
us^i that it was supposed to run uxrttrard* to the kingdom of 
Kongo.** Bruce, when in Ahesrinia, believed the Gfhbc or Zi-bcd 
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* Cmrs& oft fa Zebi'ti or GiUte. 

Ed Ik? ihe Bnhr L a l Ahyad, which river, however, he understood to lie 
the same as the Yabiis of Fdstdkl — that is lo say p ihe Malt‘d of tllfe 
Jesuits;* in this laiter nssjjcct falling into the error of Delide, 
which is pointed out by d'AnnlLe t But after bis return to 
Europe r though he still conti in led to be mistaken in \m idem hi- 
cation of the Babr el A by ad with the Maleg, a^ is substantially 
shown fey his map, he expressly repudiates any connexion between 
the Zcbed Li ml the Bahr el Abyad, and maintains that the former 
is the same as the C| Quilimancy/'} in which be merely falls back 
upon the early error of the Portuguese, as in Oil i fil'd by He lisle, § 
There can. however, be no longer any doubt a* to the fact of its 
joining the CWdjeb. and through i) the NileJl 

Instead of Gihhc Bruce writes Kihbee, and he derives this name, 
on ihfl alleged authority of ihe Mohammedan merchants of AUes- 
sima p from the A ns ba ric 'pfL : Kelrw, " bntter/ +, |] But thus is a 
mere fancy* like Abessinian derivations generally, of which so 
many examples are found in the 'Journals' of Dr, Krapf.** If 
the name h significant (as is most likely (o be (be case),, it will as- 
cured Iy he so, not in the Amfuiric language, which was never 

praume dir tluIi icno pnwulc, nd regno di J/ajiKohp." — p. c. dr kitt^dcmi uf the 
AitfV y iCanra. Srr pge 
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spoken iti the countries through which the Gfbbe Hqiv^ hut m ihdt 
tn Uu* nil tires Vow, of these Tiiuivcs we Iih- 

(oricdl evidence of only two distinct races, namely, ihe Gbugas and 
the G*i|las. Thy fortius are n people who, previotislv to the ini- 
of the Gal Ins. extended over the whole of the table-la tid S, 
of the Abai, but who have gradually benii driven from it by the 
intrusive race, so lhat at the present day they are con0net! to the 
valt,y B of the la her river towards the N., end lo I he emmtrits 
watered hy the Gudjeb towards the S. In the dme of Fernandes 
(A d, 10 Id) the Gdngas were still in possession of Enrirea Proper* 
us well as of other portions of die table-land; and as the river 
which was then called Zebee, now bears the name of Gibbe, it is 
not unreasonable io regardi ihe latter as a Gatla designation which, 
since the time of Fernandes, has Superseded the earlier nalive 
name, m the same way as within She same short period the Takni 
has become the Dedhesa, Assuming, shun, Gibbo to be a Galla 
mxm, we finrj hi M, Tutadiek's ■Gaik Dictionary'* rlir» word 
r?/ h> mpan a 11 lake/' orStanding water/' an eonlradistin gushed 
frmti gaMtuz, a "river/ 1 or *• running stream /' and as Gibbe thus 
appears to bo not a proper name, but an appellative, %o have 
seemingly [t reason for its being applied, as «e find it to be, to 
iseveral rivers. We will now sec if any further explanation is Lo 
be derived from the earlier name 

Of several of the languages and dialect* spoken among die 
Gong as, vocabularies are given in the second volume of the 1 Pro¬ 
ceedings of the Philological Society /| but, as far a* these vacabti - 
bries extend, they throw no light ujjon the subject naw under 
considersrion. lb the Showever, of the Guriga*—or Sidamas, 
as they ana usually called by the Gaiks and* it] imitation of them, 
by the Abessinkns—come* another fur more widely spreading 
race, respecting which Mr. Cooley observes, f ** that from the 
confines of the Hottentots in die south of the equator on the 
cant era coast, and lo the Ca maroons on the western, there is but 
one family of languages which may be appropriately called the 
Zingiaa languages* ft olwithstanding thu variety ofdudecis, each 
tribe can underhand its neighbours. There k little reason to 
doubt lhat a native of Angola would be soon able to make himself 
underwood in Zanzibar." Of these dialect the SawAhtU is spokeli 
m Zanzibar and the vicinity, on tfaa eastern co*ai of Africa; and 
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in thifl language Zhra —in one of the connate tlialeeta Zihi —means 
4i Lake,' 1 * in the same tvay as Gi7*tf does in the Gallti.f In lifts 
word we have the derivation of die name of the well-known l&ko 
Zuwdi (Zuwaja) in the S* of Slioa, winch is thus seen to be not a 
proper name but an appellative, just as //tuA (UJfc^t Hnyek) b 
in Ethiopie. And hence wo ore led to the probable conclusion* that 
the name jfrW is even of earlier date ihan the occupation by the 
Gdngas or Sidimatof the countries watered by that river, end 
that this wortlj like Xutcdi itself, is a relic; of a people of cognate 
origin with the Sawihllii, whose settlements once MtmW even 
thus far to the north qf the equator. In I he absence of all historical 
evidence, or of other corrobumiiva facts, such a derivation can 
only be put forth as a reasonable surmise. The coincidence in 
signification of ihe two names Zebed and Otbbe w is however too 
close to be well attributable to mere chance ; and it is deserving 
of remark, I hut, below the confluence of iho Gibbe with the 
Ggdjebj- the united stream bears the name of U f tna or f/mo, which 
name (as will next be shown) there is reason for believing to be 
significant in the languages of WorAtta and Yangaro—bolll of tile 
Goiuja* family— and in like mariner to mean " lake'* That a 
lake, or series of lakes or marshes, tlocs actually exist along the 
bid of the Gtkljeb,between the two countries of WordUa and S ail' 
garo, is a fact which cannot well be doubted; Liui l am not aware 
uf ihe existence of anything of the sort along the courses or the 
riven bearing the common appellation of Gibbe* Should, how¬ 
ever, the fact be p lhat ihcse various wuterecourses are not per¬ 
ennial streams like the Abai, but stand in pools during the 
dry season like the March, the name would then be satisfactorily 
accounted for; but upon thif subject more information is required 
before any positive opinion can he expressed. 

Having at length terminated our inv irrigation of the several 
rivers bearing the name of Gibbe, it is necessary, before returning 
to M* d'AbWlie's enumeration of the other tributaries of the 
Gddjeb on its kft bank, to consider the question of the existence 
of a lake or series of lakes or marshes along the course of the 
Gddjjeh- On this, point that traveller saya— M Le Godjab no 
s'&panouit pus en lac dans Kaf.i ‘J but tills is directly opposed to 
the evidence of several credible native witnesses, and likewise to 
-the independent testimony of M. d'Arnaud’s map* in which ihe 

Gddjeb is laid down ns running through a lake in the S. of K;ifTa r § 
•.— «._____ _ - M _ 

* $W r JourtLil ILCin-S/ Vttt. IT^ p. SOJ 

\ In tlw K-iiir lAUjftiijjp of lit* Ca^c Colony, 14 a lake H it tA'iU (with iJik click OH 
tbe A), wmeLpcl hy line ffliAimizin kUn. &tt AjhflPi 1 Vk^uIv; of tbi Mr Lait* 

m gUAtf?*’ IB-ML« 

y h NouvoUn AueuIci da Ycrj&gg*,' 1H l,±, v^l. L p. 2iiJ. 

£ M . li ftbTTf’i ut^munt lib* in l]>e liL h ujujwr rpti quit* pmitiYtly J« Ut I be 
cm utfiic# uf inch a ktfp <>r rather of marc ilum uiii it«b like. Wt ttjt (‘ Bulletin, 1 
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Dillto, who first mentioned tljts lak^, spake &s if it were she main 
s'Tk’-sm oJ the GtSiljeb itself, which he described a# Ijeinj; as wide 
as from Angola lla to Cherkos (about 3 miles EnglishJ, and as 
being crossed in boobs capable of containing 50 or 60 persons.* 
J be situation of this expanse of water, whether it Iks regarded os 
a lake or as the widened stream of I he river, wan understood from 
Dil Iso’s relation to be on the direct caravan-road last ween Eirirea 
and KufFa. But subsequent information obtained in G&ljum 
shows that such is not the case, and that it lies further to the S., 
between Wottmo (or possibly the S. orfvtv portion of Viincaio) oti 
the one lund, aiul Iv u 11 o in die U, or S. E of lioraHsi on the other. 
An earlier statement of Jl, d'Abbadie himself may. indeed, be 
■P'oted to prove the existence of this Like. He nays—*' La plus 
grande riviere cat to Godam [Godai, i.e. Gddjeb], } mh vieitt 
I'Oumtt —Jl petit y avoir quelrpio incertitude ici, car j'sd appris 
plus lard qn'en Itmortna 4 onma' rant dire lac ,Bv “ lhnor- 
nia” ii simply men tit GaUa,% It is, however, much to be ques- 
tioned whether uma (mini a) means 44 Juke T ' in that language. 
But it may well have that signification in some other ofibe native 
longues, and probably in lltcue of Ytiiigaro and Worilta, thfe coun¬ 
ties between which ibis U'lna" is situate; and under this view 
of the subject, the whole would become intelligible anti consistent. 
To us* M. <TAbba die’s words in his letter of April, 1844S—■* Le 
lleuve lui-meme qui nous occiipe eat le GoJefo ou Godcpo des 
Sidatna. le Godjcb ou Godeb th» G alias, l<? Ontodet Yamma et das 
Yangara, le Guttta des Z>rjtrare,‘*| which, as ”uma means lake” 
might he thus explainedBetween Yangaro and Word)ta (M. 
<rAbi»adie*$ Dawaro) the Godjcb becomes '< uma/’ i.c. « a lake 
ihc fact being the same whether the word “ lima ” (or **dtno") 
to* the proper name of tile river in that portion of its course, or au 
appellative in the languages of llio two countries* between which it 
Hows. It. will be seen in my map of the 23rd of November, 1843, 
that the • lakes or marshes ” arc laid down at a short distance lo 
the toi,. of the spot wine re the Gudjeb passes between Yummro 
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and Wonhta. i»rrespoiu!ing very closely with the relative po&ilioit 
of the lake in M. a Arnaud's map. According to Dilbo + * A ‘ be* 
yond KtLiTij, the G&jieb is joined by the river C/iito s coming from 
the country of Doko^* This was understood as meaning that the 
CVraio was a sejmratc river, in the fork between which and tho 
Gudjeb the kingdom of KAffa was situate. t But M. d’Abbadies 
tow of the case* as above interpreted, is apparently the correct 
* one.J : 

In their first visit to Abesslmn, both M* Antoine d p AbBadie 
and liis brother. M. Arnault! d’Abbadie, made mention of " a 
great salt lake near Kaffaf H the suit of which is laken for sale 
to K ifTa by the people of WarutiaJ* § In Slioa as well as in G6- 
djam h I midp particular inquiries as to llie places from whence 
Endrea and Kina are supplied w r ith salt. In (he former country* 
1 was told from Tigre, by the way of Gan Jar and Gtkljam ;|j and 
this I ascertained to be the fact from personal observai ion at Ruso* 
But I there learned further, that but little of the Tigre rock-salt 
finds its way to Kaffa, that article being carried thither by the 
ScnnAr merchants by the way of Wsllcgga; and also (hat grain - 
salt (VUI^ibo) is brought to Kalla from the Indian Ocean by the 
way of Cuba, fFtwatta* and D£ko. ASy informants were very 
precise anti positive on this point. saying I hat the sea which is very 
near to Do ho, is also that of the Banians, widi w hom and wish 
whose country (Hhid) they arc acquainted* from having traded 
with them in the port* of die Red Sca.^j From these particulars 
I should be inclined to regard this 4i great sail lake ” of the French 
travellers as being the Indian Ocean, especially as I he same word 
Ixihr means both ** sea” and “ lake.” as well in the Amharic as in the 
Arabic language. But in a more recent communication/* M An¬ 
toine d’Atajbadie »ay £— 4i X think 1 have before spoken to you of 
(he lake beyond Kaffa j and as l Had always been assured that its 
waters are not drunk, [ imagined they must be salt. But it is not 
so: the water is /resA/f but sacred/* A nd he goes on to say Hint 
this lake is situate in Ddwaro fWorilla)* that "it is half as 
large as Jake Tsana* is called Chckha (Tcholcha) P *i a ^d stretches 
from E. to W*, its banks being steep hills. No considerable river 
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enters it, and mme Jtow out nf it™ * This i^ p however, opposed to 
Wl the evidence already mentioned, and especially to that of D6- 
djamo (a native of Wordtta)*whi» assured rite that the lake is a con* 
t nutation of the Gddjeb* and that it h crossed in boats on the 
way from Kullo to Wolditsa or Wolumo. 

At it®ants the further tributaries of the Gudji'b on hs left bank, 
M. iTAhhadie says* that after the Waiga and Borara (which, as 
is alpeady stated, collect the waters of Gurjgie) come" the Sdntia* 
which forma the southern frontier of T&fta, and she Wdsho, of 
which the source is in Walimo [my Woliimo or Woliitsal at 
the watershed between the basin of the Nile and that of lake 
Abbale* This lake is said to he 80 miles in length, and to con¬ 
tain several is lands inhabited by the Amro negnwv ”f In the 
existing state of our knowledge of these regions, it is not possible 
to vay whether this lake is to be ttgltdcd m on of the series of 
collections of fresh water lying along the easternmost edge of the 
fable-land of Eastern Africa, such as A'&hongi, Hulk, andZowai, 
or whether il is similar in character to lake A libel] bad, the reci¬ 
pient of the H awash, in the low desert country lying between the 
high land and the ocean.| * " * 

M. d'Abbadie remarks, in contimtatiou, that ibe country of 
the Ddfco § (Dokko) must likewise furnish affluents, the sourer* 
of which may be presumed to lie as far 8. a.^ the L 4 nl or even I he 
2nd parallel of N* latitude; but I he Ddko, whom we have ques¬ 
tioned on the subject, assure us that none of their rivers are to be 
compared to the Gfiljcb” How far the tributaries of the Gddjeb 
coming from (he S«E. anti S, really extend, there an? at present 
no means of ascertaining. But the northern limits of the basin 
of the Shoaben h of which river we have yet to apeak, must pre¬ 
vent iliat of tiie G&ljeb from extending much further to the south 
than about the 5tli parallel* unless perhap?, in the ease of some 
of its tributaries from the extreme edee or the tab led and towards 
thr B.E. 

I he French traveller,, from whom we hare m largely quoted p 
concludes by saying—" As to the tributaries of the Gddjeb on the 
left bank, below the point where its course Takes a northerly direc¬ 
tion, we may from theory be assured that they are not very mivne- 
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rous.' 1 By this M* d’Abbadie alludes to the direct stream of ths^ 
Bohr el A by ad above the 10 th parallel, with which ho supposes 
the Gddjeb lo be identical. but erroneously* The fact i% however, 
that below the point where the GAJjcb is joined by the Gibbe, 
nothing whalever h known respecting its tributaries on the left 
bank: but, from theory T there is no reason for imagining that they 
ore less numerous than (hose of the Abai on its left batik, the two 
rivers being in other respects ycij similar. 

We hate thus come once again to the Bahr el Abyad in about 
9* SKF N, lat. and 31' E* long-* where we had left it Tor the pur¬ 
pose of tracing the Sobdt, T*ufi, or Gddjcb to its source. 

Following the progress of the Egyptian expedition, we now 
ascend the Kile in a direction almost due W*, till, in about 29* E. 
Long., we come to a lake measuring from 15 to 20 miles each way t * 
abounding in fish, and studded with islands, M* Werne Blatesf 
that the name of ftiis lake could not be nseertained, because it.s 
banks were lined with sedge and shallows ■ by winch it may be 
presumed it is to be understood ihat the laud wa* unapproachable 
so as t* allow of communication with the native*** A subse¬ 
quent traveller, M. Laforgue, who ascended the river in the be- 
ginning of 1845* says that ihU lake ta colled No;% it h cvU 
ckitly the lake Kuti of the Arabian geographers—the Cuir or 
Cura of the maps.§ This lake is formed by the junction of I if o 
large rivers. The one which falls into it from the S., and up which 
the several expeditions proceeded, is considered as the main stream 
of the Bahr el Abyad or Nile : the other, coming from the W, or 
N.W ri was, by Severnl persons who had served under Mustafa 
Reg, called Bahr el Ghazni, and this name was aubsequenHy con¬ 
firmee I by that officer himself on the return of the expedition to 
Kfmrtumdl M* d’Ainaud suggests that it h the Keilih, or ML>- 
aeliid of Browne.IF 

Above lake Kura or K r o, the direction of the Bahr el AbysuJ for 
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and Kirte; but in ibc country of Bari* Barry, or Her (Bchr) r the 
extreme point attained, it is named TnbirL* Along its entire 
course the river is without cataracts, but with occasional shallows, 
and it winds among marshes and swamps* which are, in part, ihe 
beds of watercourses joining the main stream on either side during 
the fains.t Prom the character of this country, it is manifest that 
the inclination of the bed of ihe stream must be insignificant, But 
in about 5^ N. lat* iho valley of tlie river begins to he confined 
between nioiintains, and its bed rises sensibly* so that fct length 
the current attains a velocity of two miles an hour4 In 4* 42' 42" 
N. kt. and 31° 3S r lung, E. of Greenwich, a ridge of gneiss, 
running directly across the stream from E to W., arrested the 
further progress of the second expedition, die one which reached 
the highest point.§ 

Respecting the river further up r the particulars furnished by M* 
d* A maud and M. Werne, from native informal ion, differ male- 



* r several branches unite, of which the most c&nsidcrabfc one comes 
from the E» and passes below a Urge country f au has dVil grand 
pays*) named Berry, situate a fortnight^ journey to the E. of ihe 
mountains of Bellenk ; M w hich mountains are shown in flint 
traveller’s map as lying at a distance of 20 or 30 miles to (lie E + 
of the extreme postil of the expedition. This branch of the Nile is, 
in the same map, named Shoafjcrri (Cboa-Berry), and the Gckljeh 
b kid down as tributary to it. On the other hand, M. Werne in¬ 
form^ US.^J that, in the country of Berri y w hich lies ]0 days to ihe 
E, of Bari, ** there is no river, but the people obtain their water 
from wells." And he adds, that thev were informed; bv Lakono, 
the reigning ^Intta (king') of Bnri P that the river continue fl a 
month** jounieif further south before reaching the country of Amin 
(Aryan), where it divider into four shallow brooks; but whether 
these come from Use mountains or out of the earth he was unable 
to say."” 

Notwithstanding the apparent discrepancy of these two rela¬ 
tions, the accuracy of l*oth may r subject to certain qualifications/be 
admitted, if we suppose that, tm ihe case of M. d'Araaud, that 
traveller was induced to consider the Shonben-i lo be the principal 
arm by the particulars furnished to him in Egypt by Wessrs. 
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Blended and Bell respecting tbs Gotljeh, which river was described 
io (bem bv I heir native informants as being the main stream of th# 
IWm el AbyaxK This information must, however, be viewed in the 
same light as the various native reports already commented on, 
which are founded cm the belief of the people inhabiting the banks 
of each successive branch of the Nile, that their river is tile conlimi- 
utSon of the principal stream. By this observation, Ll is not in¬ 
tended to express any doubt respecting the existence of a largo 
eastern arm of the Bakr cl A by atl above ihe furthest point reached 
by the expedition: the particulars subsequently furnished by 
M- d'A maud to M* Jomard— namely* that " almost all the na¬ 
tives concur in stating that the river continue* in a S,E. direction 
for 50 or 100 miles, lust afterwards turns Io ihe IL and N T .E», 1T * — 
do not allow this fact to be questioned. All that id- contended fcr 
js p dial the river thus described is neither the Gddjeb nor, in ils 
upper portion at least f the direct stream of the Nile- As respects 
the former of the^e points* the real course of the Gddjeh is, it is 
apprehended* sufficiently established in (hraspages - t and as \o Lite 
latter* ils correctness must be admitted unless wo altogether dis¬ 
card M.tWerneV information, which wo certainly are not justified 
in doing. And. indeed, M- d'Araatad himself was informed of 
a river which comes from the south, by the people of Comboh h a, 
place distant a day and a-half3 journey beyond the furthest point 
reached by the expedition.*f 

It appears, therefore, to result that die Shoaburri of M„ 
d’A maud's nsap is another great arm of the Nile* having its course 
below mid round, consequently bet/ond* the Country of Bcrri; but 
not in it, since M. Worms expressly tells us the people of that 
country obtain tlievr water from wells and not from n river The 
distance at which it makes this circuit round Bern, namely 15 days 1 
journey, may be estimated at from ISO to 200 miles to the li.; 
so that the course of the river will be earned to about the 35th 
meridian E. of Greenwich, and irs source may be conjectural ly 
placed somewhere between the fourdi and fifth parallels of N. 
lat. Thus the Shoilb&Tt will \w seen to form a curve similar to 
that of the Abtti and of the GtWjeb; while towards the Nile its 
lower course will have precisely the same bearing as those two 
rivers and the Tnkkarie, namely from S.E, to N.W, Indeed, 
f^oni the general fall of ibe western slope of the mountain-chain 
of Eastern Africa tow ards the valley of the N ile, this last con¬ 
dition is indbpcnsablc; for it may be regarded as physically 
imp 05 t 3 b!e f shat any river joining the main stream on h* right 
bank# should have ft course of 350 miles from N*E, to &,W ns 


* 4 Mlrtiop 4 toI . iir L 4 ll p *7+ 

f jgiikfknJ d iur U Vcyip Ml Dtufuar, 1 [*. 3L 
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the Shuaberri U made to have in M, d’Amand'a map, evidently 
Qrom & desire to connect it with die GodjeL 

As regard* die direct stream of the Kile above the confluence 
of tbe Shoabem—assuming the Tuhiri to l>e ihat direct stream— 
our guide must be M. Werne* on whole authority. or rather on 
that of hU informant* Lakoiio* we have to carry it a mom I i s 
journey furl her to I be south. ] f. now, die day's journey be roughly 
estimated at IS geographteal miles, this gives 360 geographical 
miles as die length of the river above 4 4li J 4'i" N. kt.; and this 
disiLinctf, measured ia a direction due S ra brings ue to about 1° 20* 
& Ill L and 31* 4(F Ek long.* Here, in the country of Any in* 
the river is said to divide into four shallow brooks; and be* 
youd this point our i n form at itm p imperfect as it hs p ceases alto* 
get her, f 

Let us now see into what portion of Africa the head of the Kilo 
has thus been brought. 

In Kir. Cooley’s valuable memoir on 'The Geography of 
Nyas&h or the Great Lake of Southern Africa— tho lake Zum- 
heaej of the Portuguese—published in the fifteenth volume of die 
Society s 4 Journal/J public attention is again directed "to the 
country of Mono- lifotz i > which p as early as the end of the six I cent It 
centuryf* was described by die Portuguese as an Important umpire 
iu the interior ot Africa. Since that period, however* as Mr. 
Cooley observes. | * our acquaintance with it hai not only not 
gone on increasing* but iho very name has sunk into obscurity. 
*. * + * l ha in ton lint ion which we at prudent possess reflecting 
it is of but a vug ue anti general character. The country seems lo 
lie an elevated plain* the ascent lo which lies chiefly in die tern* 
tories of the ara atkd of the Wplwha /'—similar, m Us 

general character* to the ascent from the low country of the Adil 
or D[inakil to the Abesritiian plateau, of which this M elevated 
plain” is manifestly a continuation. 


* tt aiMt I» Uliitulwd th&l (til 14 4 l tnrnp nppnrri ma tLn** 

t M r UTitemt «1» BiKr el Ab^J in HI&, iiji* U»i wHuml!to 

P* topwt ertbs ik-stq Kin* U.lano K th* branch af lb<t Mill? wbicK 

ht uetiid*d T lh* E^r «| i* ir ( :njite 1 | by l\m so ihm/rwf—U ittvs lo the 

lf l a *" ? lf 6 *{*?* tb* emrm* pi>mt towclttd bj bim. S*e 

Bullclin .>1Sjiw. v<il .v, P . 111. While 4f, 4 h Amiind but Im itiioftiw feme 
jwM^Urlv ejillrd to tim&vmkArn, wbirb jdni <he SILc frara ihe «»/» M. UfcriruVfl 

|nqwn(4 irAtkj Iffiq la We brtri d™tel tu Ibe tributvie* au Ibe Mvflr+n 

tuiA, J- In* ^r^L! DoliHily *«mnat fur the aiimretiilj ronflictiiiir ImtSm-wiv of I hr Ena 

<rivcll‘ ri, but d.^ Ih™. **5T*.V«* cimeluiian 

for to U=e«, ul l ( rfi'N. OptS Nil. il .till A 
large uief, with ^tuidcnbk itxMmi Tall mg into It Iwth Oam Um coal ud fmjTn 

!□£ VCiE. 

.vir^ |1 *f , trLV“ ud5j “***** y ' taiherr ’ tr h !l “* klie 

\l * launtftl R. G. a.i to], if. p. -31^^ 
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The country of Muno-Moczt appears to lie to the N, and N-E. 
of take ZLimbed 5 and, from a constLkrationof the po>itton& of ll&M 
adjoinhig district f Mr. Cooley concludes that its northern limit may 
be “rudely fixed in the third or fourth parallel of S. laL; ' * * and 
in the map accompanying his Memoir ii is laid down as expending 
front the 30th to the 35 th meridian of EL long. But, in his 
L Further Explanation* in reference to the Geography of N’yasai,* 
contained in the succeeding Part of the Society^ * Journal, f that 
gentleman, at the same tune that ho shows, from iii&TOftttoifsub* 
sequcntly obtained, the general correctness of his previous results, 
admits that he has 4 fallen short of the truth by alkiui 150 mules 
with regard to the position of certain points on which tltose of the 
central portion of his map mainly depend, the deficiency in dis¬ 
tance being on a liaio bearing aboul N*W- Tins variation neces¬ 
sarily affects, though perhaps not to file whole extent, the position 
previously attributed to the K'yassi, or lake Zambdze, and con¬ 
sequently that of the count ry of Mbno-Modzi also; and hence the 
approximate northern limit of that country has probably to be 
advanced to within two degrees S. of the equator, while it may al 
the sam^ time he necessary to move it westwards to within the 
29th and 34th meridians of E< long. Now. this bring us pre¬ 
cisely io the spot to which, on the authority of M. W«w, we 
have already carried the head of the Nile ; so that it results that 
this river lias its origin in the country of Mom-MoizL This is, 
however, only a reproduction of the long-discarded and almost- 
forgotten opinion of the Portuguese writers of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries, who concur generally in slating that the 
Nile flows from lake Zambpze, in the empire of MJno-Meezi, 
which country they further describe as lying immediately round 
the ** Mountains of die Moon." 

It ia true ihat the river 11 Nile'' which they thus make to flow 
from lake Zambeze is not the Bohr cl A by ad, but the TaAui,t 
the western arm of the Balir cl Azrek. But this Lh an error* tile 
origin and progress of which may readily be traced; and its de¬ 
tection will serve to explain how it has happened, tbal T in the map 
of Africa of the seventeenth century, the empire of Abesstnia is 
stretched out bo far to the S. and Wras lo cover almost the whole 
of the interior of the African continent. Tile state of the case is 
briefly a* fellows:— 

By Ptolemy we arc informed § that the river of Egypt is 
comupsed of three great arms, ihe Astaboras* the Astapus, and 
the Nilas* Of these the AstapUA flows from lake Coloe, while 
the Nitus is formed of two rivers, having their sources in the 

* * * Jrtoflll ft. <3* toI. mr r p. 213, f YuS, xvl. ji. L3B P if- 

* J Df LI.tiro*, 1 Aii*, 1 TflS, iii. r*ul. il p- 

, £ Lik iv. viii. \k H3 ilertii, J*. W)* 
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4 * Mountains of the Moon/ * 1 * each of which rivers passes Ihrough a 
kike before uniting lo To mi the Nilus, This statement of Ptolemy 
form* the groundwork on which the Portuguese engrafted the 
positive information obtained by them in their possessions on both 
shorn of the continent arid likewise in Abossink. In the former 
they became acquainted with the great lake, called by them Zuiu- 
bc*e, from which the Nile of Egypt was said to flow, and which 
lake they had no difficulty m identifying with the easternmost of 
Ptolemy** two Jake*. Of the other lake described by that goo* 
grapher as lying far to the W '. they appear lo have hnd no know¬ 
ledge. In Ab'^sLitia, on the other hand, they ascertained the 
omtence of I ho Takksizk and AbiJ'i, and became acquainted with 
the fact that the tauer flows through lake Tsana; so that they 
readily identified those two rivers with the Astaboras and Astapus* 
and lake Tsana with the Coloe of Ptolemy. Thus fur all was 
clear, and (as now appear*) in accordance with die truth* Of 
1 lie western arm of the Nllttt of the Greek geographer they 
knew absolutely nothing; and of its eastern arm they appear 
only lo have learned, in a general way, that it came front lake 
Zambcfze, With its course as rhe Fial.tr el Abyatl key were 
personally unacquainted, and from the Abcssinians they were not 
likely to learn anything, owing to the ignorance of that people even 
of ihat river*a existence, t But they did learn in Abcssiimi that the 
Bahr el Arfck was, as it still is a considered by the natives to bo 
the true Nik and the Gihon J of Genesis, and that U bs composed 
of throe rivers, the Takkazie, the Abdi f and liter Takui; and as 
they ideatitied the two former with the Aatabaras and Astapus, 
it was only natural I hat they should regard the remaining river, 
the Taken. ag the Nilus. This identification having once been 
adopted, it followed as a aocesssiry consequence that the Takui 
—-the pseudo- Nilus—-must have its origin in lake Zumhdze ; and 
that it doe* m h expressly asserted by do Barros.J Bui the 
source* of the Takui are not lei* exprtsaly described by the same 
writer( as being situate in Shfnasha, and Bizd mo K nJi well- 

know a provinces of Southern Abessink ; and as the Portuguese 
wlio visited that country prior to the commencement of lhe seven- 
tcirntii century, appear not to have possessed the means of deior- 


* Lit w., cap. _ir, p. Mi (fediL Bnti hy- 131)„ 
t J 11 rtn*, pai^e J 2fl, iq-, 

l Xii* edlid Siiwi. by Mokrtif % Mjt—F. S, 

! tr£ * ******** ™*P •!»* a* prtMtnir IhW-i jnKldtm doit iW f M 

™ ■“? aLl h,J “' Uo ,lt£ ra uUl»| o qve Wft per *«»■ tm* A# u Aj^ a 

T Hf &r di Itm do I’rffltie J■ J.I.- rAaau.Ir.-i TiurEfy, qiaal nr mr-Elrm. uulri,* iji.iii 

rn. qiw chain, Airutarp, * AstaiHU, r n BBliiaei TlMMiJ, C AUiil.r 

[AULolKAt»wi, I.Y. Abii]/'— b Aita P h iuL i|F. part L p r 373. J * 

| Ibid. Sff ihr pAjaagc cite! in 'i'-K 
t i.r. tbe tiitf rot Damal, HHitL vf Abai. 
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mining the latitude so as absolutely to fix the position of those 
distant provinces- there was no good reason why ibo&e provinces 
6Wild not accompany the Tatui, in its character of the Nile, 
southwards into the vicinity of lake Zumbczc, the latitude of which 
ivas approximately known from (he settlements in Kongo and 
Sofilah. The error, great as it was. did not, however, terminate 
here. Lake Tsana (Colocjp from which the Aba j» the central 
stream of Abessinin t issued was known lo be situate in or near to 
the province of Gdtijam, which province was in like manatft known 
to border on Shinashn. Ddmot, and fiizimo; and as these latter 
provinces hod, been removed to the neighbourhood of lake Zambeze 
in company with the Takui, there was no alternative but to carry 
Gddjamt with the Abai and lake Tsana, in like manner away lo the 
S.- so that it resulted that this latter lake was made to usurp the 
place of the Zambezi and to become Ptolemy's eastern Jake** 
I n the beginning of the seventeenth century, the Portuguese Jesuits, 
uv observing fit" even roughly) the a hit ode of the pole in A be* *- 
siniiin and likewise by tracing the curve of the Aba i round Gddj*o» p 
wore enabled to correct ibis fundamental error in African geogra- 

E hy* far as llic Abn’i and lake Tsana ere concerned. But they 

ad t of course, no means of apjiTeeiaiiug the mistake with respect 
to the Bahr cl Abyail; ami as by that lime the southern provinces 
of Abessinia were overrun by the Gallas,, the Jesuits would swnn not 
even to have acquired any knowledge of the Takui or western 
a rm of die Bahr cl Arret. f Tlie confusion in the map nsmai n in g 
Ihua inexplicable, the information of the early Portuguese, which 
is really moat valuable if understood, has been tacitly allowed by 
later geographers to sink inlo oblivion. Mowevers from the i.s- 
pSoralion* and researches of the last few years, and principally 
from the positive information respecting tfie Bahr el Abynd ob- 
tnitjed by the Egyptian expeditions up that river, a new era in the 
history 0 f the basin of the Nik has now commenced, which pro- 


* Thin Tdltt Kiv* t in ipratiiaff of TVm«, -CkuLuini P*bli "Iw 

Caloe,JMm d* Ikirut 1L* rbama Duteri Tafan], a ry»|*yta punt de l»w 

Uh-ti qu« rs-iS- jiUilo aAi lug-ar jior ^tidt & NlLd **yr T Oi iloutiiaitiiiii ti t ranta M went of 

* Jciwn J*of(Kria itu f.irncj*^i lilw it* ALraia poem ilffli* Bomei ft atftfr 
r thumun Zninta f Zudbeie] a |wrte *“ P™ ** Sli1 - * dS ^ m ^ Birfl * ^ dliA 
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1 Santo* M . O tin NHa, a aiul n^w im *er!ao dt*t* 
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in lies to be far more fruitful in results than any that have pre¬ 
ceded it* not merely as regards our know ledge of the vast 
regions watered by that still mysterious river, but likewise, ifs il 
is fervently to bo hoped, in the improvement of die millions of 
our Fellow-creatures with whom those regions teem* 

After what has boon already stated, there scarcely remains room 
to doubt the fact that the head of the direct stream of the Bahr el 
A by ad* or Nib* is in the country of Mdno-Modzi; and such being 
the Case* there is nothing unreasonable in the opinion maintained 
by the early Portuguese, tiiat that river issues from Lake 2ambeze, 
situate in that country. Indeed* that swell is actually die case, is 
repeated at the present day by a native of Zanzibar, but born of 
Mduo-Mtic&i parents-—one “ of the ManmQise tribe,” us he is styled 
by Mr. McQueen, who communicated the in formal ion.* This 
individual. Lief ben Saied by name, states that “it is well known 
by all die people there that the river which goes through Egypt 
tabes its source and origin from the take” f namely, Zambezi or 

NWaasht 

Another point to be noticed is Ptolemy's well-known statement 
that the Nile rises from the Mountains of the Mom*” Jheaa 
mountains* Im says^ stretch from E. to W. across the continent 
for a distance of LO degrees of longitude, and at ihuir eastern 
extremity is one of tbs two lakes from which I he Nile issues* that 
is to say, the head of the great eastern arm of that river. And 
in describing the western shores of the Indian ocean, ho says |[ 
that on a large bay or gulf in (he coast of Africa, called SJ Bar- 
baricus Sinus/' there dw ells a nation of Anthropophagi* the western 
part of whose rourdry extends to the 3fountains if the Afoou. Our 
actual knowledge of these regions may be insuflicient to citable us 
todelormine the precise position of the country of the Anthropo¬ 
phagi: but it may, in a general way, be asserted that it h that 
portion of the bell of low land extending along the const of 
Zanzibar* which lies below tho eastern flank of tne tabled and of 
Mono-Moeri* in which lake Zambezi* and the head of the Nile 
have already been placed. * 1 ^ 


* - JhbhI It. O. V ¥hL it. p. 371* . f f ibid,, [i IH3. 

\ lf Mu Lnfonnatann uni \lmi uf Uw eaiij Portuguese be eWTret, U >ttt u ttmon ftw 
IkImtIds Jhflt Utt Egyptian «i£>edhi<*i r in the wlitwt p-jrtiuu ui vojogt, Wl Trft 
tb« Duin ebaiktu-l uf tbc Nila; and iLc Tttbtti will b* qbAj Mauil^r at U« ^rLnei|uL . 
aim** 

Vih* LT. Op* Ll ji. US (edit. Bcrtii* p. 131V 

1 Ibid., «p. tiii. p. 113 {*4iu Bert u* p, l$g), 
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bj M. dc Fuditmllfl £' UnUciu?, 1 3rd S*de*> t ul_ t n. i2£, it wilKulW Uni 

tli« noaition of iht narWiici4§Siji<ii and anje^ucntly fcLmrf (Le tuUDtrj&F tblAntbiA- 
p«pl 3 wgi ■ltd af the bli Sloiudattr vt iha Moon,* 1 maj h« deftrtaiiml with gfMt prcciiku. 
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It i§ likewise to bo remarked, that, in a passage died by Do 
Sacy from Mukrfai,* it b staled that the mountains along ltie ^st¬ 
ern fouist of Africa —o ppwite the great island (i.tf. Madagascar) in 

the ^a of Zingeb&r facing Ceylon [Sihin]*—are called iJr^ * 

and if iIils statement b to be regarded, not as a mere varia¬ 
tion and amplification of the earlier one of Ptolemy* Ehat tile 
country of the Anthropophagi reaches westwards to the « Moun¬ 
tains of the Moon/* but as the assertion of a fact, of wjiich the 
Arabian writer had acquired an independent knowledge (what¬ 
ever fanciful derivation tie nitty have chosen to give to the name 

^oaSl J-s-), it affords a further confirExtalion of the results already 
arrived at from so many totally distinct and unconnected sources. 

Thus* in the construction of this theory as lo thy position of the 
head of the- Nile, all the materials, from whatever quarter col¬ 
lected, converge to the same paint. The arch is funned, with 
the exception of I lie key-atom^ and this is supplied by the signi¬ 
fication of (lie expression ,< M6no-Jfoezi + ,r This name is a com* 
pound word* of which the latter component alone lb properly the 
naiwsjjf thu country, the former, MSm or Jfciitt, signifying “ king.” f 
Hence we hud Kongo spoken of by ALvarei as the kingdom of 
iWhinVcJtig^J and die Portuguese settlements in Africa art staled 
the country of Maui -Pulo atid so die empire of Afimo-Muczi a 
that of the king of Moe*i + Now, in the languages extending over 
the whole of Southern Africa, and of which thut of (he country of 
M duo-Modal itself b a principal dialect, the word Afetftfi, in 
various forms, means * T tbe motiru n | And as Ptolemy was told, 
and as the fact now appears to be, thnt the source of the Nile 
is in tfw mmniain&, or hill-country, of Mge'zi, wc arc warranted 
in concluding that he merely translated that expression into to 
Ttjf ieah'nhj S^or—/Ac mountains of THE Moon, W« may hope, 

* * Halation dc par A M-AlUlif, |v T. £h die hv it in ^ of liw 

pranit Kkmv. 

f Mr. Ciiolfj Byl.f 1 Journal H. G. S,,' ml. iT.jp 211)— Pl The wme Umiiiffibni, 
it, u it might perbapv be twUrr written, M>ino-M Wxi, ii i puliiicol appttill inti, 
■Ifr^a imnijibf wifflreEpjlj. + - « - Fro® Cm'cu jkp,™ to S5wnil« Ibi* word takn 
tl» UtriuLLi larnii Bffafii, Msutftr, M'latii, IUwl ISualm, whirl* kit »ighift«i wai/rfx LU 
SawifrilL The eri^Dil nveouititf. tiuwe k cr P of tlia word, wbiek ■ alwavi p^lkiMl to 
tb« iL%n?u of (Jw Un4 giving the till*, ti proKa><ly my difTtHiLt. TTw ]^tA|ibrFi »f 
iIjc PKTE}]l«fi]lk omt'iTj took ^wre to- point out the fan iHat * ttw of HomiMfll 

lies irfifcnft3Latrljf round ibe Muuntiun* of ibe Hwii/ Tt»y would have Imtu ikliglilinE 
had llrtjr knowai that Moozii ligniiiM, in 5 await i Li. oml MueAmng^ Hie town—hi IIudcIb, 
rittfi it moiigi.” 


, See <30, if. of ill's Ehat. 
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therefore, to have at I on gill found the key to the amjrcatfi mag- 
mini °F geography. And as it wilt thus result, that the source 
of the Nile is situate at a comparatively short distance fronfihe 
sea-coa^t within the dominions of the Imam of Mas-bat, the Friend 
and ally cf the principal maritime powers of the world* there 
cannot exist any oWach of moment in the way of setting at rvst 
this great geographical problem, which Far thirty centuries has 
riveted the at ten Sion of me civilized world, at the same time that 
it has baftlud the attempts to solve it made by the most cele¬ 
brated rulers of Egypt, from the Pharaohs- down to Mohammed 
‘All. 

Having thus traced the Nik lo it* source, and considered all 
its tributaries on the right bank as far as they art' known to us, it 
fe proper that we should lake a general survey of the country in 
which these streams take their rise, as the means of forming a 
correct idea of I he physical configuration of that portion of the 
African continent which forms the eastern moiety of the basin of 
the Nile. * 

Till very recently we were but imperfectly acquainted with the 
true character of the high sab led and, in which thy iimucrau£*htad- 
slreams of the great river which forms the subject of the pre¬ 
sent Essay hnvo their origin. The existence* at a short distance 
from the sea-con si, of an elevated country, possessing, in conse¬ 
quence of its elevation* a mild anti temperate climate* has indeed 
been well known since the lime of iho residence of the Portuguese 
in Abessinia from the fifteenth to the seventeenth century, Thai 
in this high country are more elevated Spots* such ns the mtiim- 
tains of SdiriMBD in northern* and of Gddjam in southern Abo^itira, 
where frost and snow exist, was likewise known to ns from the 
same sources. But so limited and imperfect was the general view 
taken of tills high land by the Portuguese, anti so utile had the 
accounts of subsequent travellers tended to exiond that view* ihat 
only five and twenty yearn ago, when that able geographer. Pro¬ 
fessor Ritter, proceeded in his usual masterly way lo generalise 
from their data, he was led to regard the A byssinian plateau as 
consisting of a mccessum of terraces rising one above the ether * the 
lowest being inwards the Bed Sea, and tile highest being in 
Euarea, when? I he lino of separation between thu waters flowing 
to the’Nib andflJose of the rivers having their course to the 
Indian ocean was considered to exist, f 

- ——— -—_ —_____1:_ '* V 
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Dr, Kiippell was the firat to show tJie erroneous nature of the 
geniral view thus taken by his learned coinitrynmn* I'ron^the 
section of the country between the shore of the Ked Sea at 
Marfvah ami the Erst bridge over the Abai, which section h 

E ubhshcd in the f M onatsbenchte* of the Geographical Society or 
terlin^t it b manifest ihat^ bo far from the high country rising in 
terraces as it recedes from the coast, it# summit line is towards 
the coast itself, and that front thence the land falls gradually 
towards the interior. This view of the nature of the country is 
entirely corroborated by the N- and S. section, continuing that of 
Dr* Ruppeil, from the upper bridge as far as the southern limit ot 
the Abai in about 10’ N. Uu and by the E. and W. section ex- 
lending from 43 E, long, to near 36 E + long., contained in the 
fourteenth volume of the * Journal of the Royal Geographical 
Society-' From these secs ions it appears that at Hilai* on the 
summit of the ascent of Mount Taranto, at a distance of not 
more than 23 geographical miles from the Red Sea at Zulkih 
(Adule) near Masdwah, the edge of the table-land has an abso¬ 
lute elevation of 9023 English feet; which gives a rise of aft much 
as f ft* l(i-15—equal to an angle of 3 a 33'— to the eastern slope 
of the table land, or, as it may be more correctly called* the broad 
mountain-chain of Afoe&inia* Ori the other hand we End, that 
at Khartum, at the junction of the Blue River w ith the Nik, in 
nearly the same latiiude as Kulak and at a distance of about 380 
geographical miles from that place* the elevation of the Nile 
above the ocean is 1 525 feel4 The fall ia that direction is there¬ 
fore only 1 in 324; which gives rather more than 1D£ P of a degree 
as the angle of the western cou ale aslope towards the ialerior of 
the continent. Consequently, on a Hue along the 15lh parallel 
or N. laL* the eastern slope of the Abcssiman mountain-chain 
towards the sea* is to the western counter-slop© towards the Nile, 
ok 20 to k 

Tliis proportion may perhaps be rated somewhat too high* in 
coTisequence of its being intimated on a direct E. and W. line* 
whereas it ought rather to be calculated on a line ia the general 
direction of the courses of the principal rivets* namely* from S. E. 
to NdV. It happens, however* that we possess the means of 
ascertaining the proportion in this direction likewise* Khartum,, 
the elevation of which city is 1525 fact a? already stated, lie* very 
nearly to the N.W. of Melku-Kuyu* the ford over the Havvadi on 
ihc way from Tadjurrah to Sboa* at which spot the absolute ele- 
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ration of that river h about 2200 feet. The h-eigTil of the casern 
edgS of the lable-land oti the summit of the eftbent of the Chdkka 
mountains behind Ankbbuf, the capital of Shoa—which spot b 
not Tory far removed from the direct line between the two ex¬ 
treme point!)—is about 9000 feet; and as this spot h 38 geo¬ 
graphical mile* from Melka-Kuyu, it gives a fisc of 1 in 3B'B3 
to the eastern slope, equal to an angle of V 4K On the Other 
hand, the distance from the summit of the Cbakka to Khartum 
being about 530 miles, the fall of the counter-slope is L in 429, 
equal \o an angle of H J + These cal cul at ions make* therefore, the 
proportion of the two slopes to be as I2'G to h 

It will be observed^ that in the latter instance the eastern slope 
is taken p not from the brel of the ocean, but from that of the 
IIswish* winch has an elevation of 2200 feel * that river being 
here the recipient of the waters of the eastern slope, in the same 
way as ihe Nile ilself is the recipient of those of the western 
counter-slope. From I he H awash to the sea is about 200 miles, 
which give* a fall of 1 in 550. equal io an angle of fJj # of a 
degree, for (he dip eastwards of the low desert country between 
the Hawaii and the Indian Ocean, inhabited by tin-BeduitTpan- 
kdli tribes,* 

As regards the western part of the counter-slope of the Abes- 
aiman chain, it would seem that the fall of the land towards the 
Nile Is there considerably more abrupt than it is on the eastern 
portion of that com iter-elope, so that the surface of the table-laud 
—the broad summit of the mountain-chain—itself approaches 
more to a level. But it is nevertheless certain that the latter is 
in no part absolutely horizontal, and that, in fad, die general dip 
westwards commences from the easternmost edge of the plateau. 

As a whole, this table-land may be described as a succession of 
extensive undulating plains, declining very gradually towards thfi 
W_ nod NrW., and being intersected by numerous streams; which 
si reft ins after a short course on the" level of the plateau, fall 
abruptly into deep-cut valleys, in which they soon roach a de¬ 
pression of from 3000 to 4OO0 feet below- the general level of the 
table-land. The valleys of the larger streams are of considerable 
width: that of the AM I, to the S. of the peninsula of Gfidjam, is 
a( least 25 miles from the extreme points where it breaks from 
the Cable-land on either side. And a_s the country within these 
valleys » exceedingly wild and irregular, possessing all the cha- 

* In llii* costly, mt abmil 25 tni]«« to il» west of Tadjilrtali, h fiuialc tim Ink# 
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racSers ofa mountainous one, nothing ii easier for a traveller, who 
has pot first taken a comprehensive view of the enlire region, Incl 
who, on crossing a river* finds him self shut up within a umss of 
broken country rising around him on ail sides to a relative ele¬ 
vation of 3000 or 4000 feet* or oven more, than to suppose that, 
in ascendiatg ibis broken country on either side, he is crossing a 
mountain-chain; whereas* on reaching the summit, he hm merely 
arrived upon the table-land. It is important to bear this iji mind 
in ihc perusal of the works oF travellers in Abessinia, many of 
whom* under the impression thus alluded to, place mountain* 
wlusro mountains, in the ordinary acceptation of the term, do not 
exist 

Humbles the inequalities of surface occasioned by the deep 
valleys of the rivers, the uniformity of the fafate-ianct is further 
broken by higher mountain mas^s, which in some parts* as in 
Samien, A'ngot, Gddjam, Miechn, KiifFh* Etc., attain an absolute 
elevation of from ] 1,000 to 15,000 feet. Aa far, however, as our 
present knowledge of them extends* these greater elevations do 
not [ami paris of any regular system, but appear to be distinct 
isolated* masses* unconnected either with each other or with the 
general bearing of the enlire plateau. 

As alneatly mentioned, the rivers of Abessinia, in the early 

E arl of their courses, flow over the level surface of the table-land, 
fling little better than muddy brooks, which in the dry season are 
nearly without water* but which during the reins overflow their 
banks so as almost entirely to inundate the plain country. Where 
they begin to break from the level* which they do by fissures in 
the reeky surface, at first only a few yards in width but gradu¬ 
ally opening to the extent of several miles, they at once form 
cataracts of 80 or 100 feet* and in some cases much more* in 
height* anti then coni inn? down a succession of falls and rapids, 
so as to descend several thousand feel an a course of a fetv miles. 
For example* the absolute elevation of the Ab4i just above tile 
cataract of Tm Eidt* or the ft Smoke of Fire/* in the N.E. of the 

E ninsLihi of Gikljam, is about 6000 feet; while at the"Broken 
ridge, 11 only 25 miles lower down the stream, it has already 
descended upwards of 2000 feet* or SO feet per mile, its height 
there being 3852 feet; and in I he next SO miles of its course it 
- falls nearly IQQQ feel more,* So too* the C bach a and Bcresa* I wo 
of I ho sources of the Djamrna, a principal tributary of the 
Aba'i, flow over the plain on either side of Angola 11 a, the Galla 
capiat of Slioa, at an absolute elevation of about 8500 feet: at 
only 100 miles from thence, the Djamnia joins the Abal a few 
mils below the ford of the Derra Gal las, on She way to Gwjatti, 
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where I found the r Walton of the lalter river to 1>@ 2ft% 
wlLffrh give* a fall of about 5600 feet, or 56 feet per mile outlie 
entire length of 100 miles** 

The fall of She I rib u lanes of I he Nila diminishes gradually 
aa (hey flow north-westwards to join the niain stream, which 
latter, skirling, as it does, the western flank of the high land, is 
the into which she Tdkknsic, the Buhr el Aarefcp the Gudjeb 
Telil or Sobdt, the SI'ioaWrri, and whatever other rivers there 
may be, are received; its current beh]g sluggish, and (as would 
appear) almost stagnant in the upper part of its course, except 
during the floods, hi the dry treason its bed would indeed almost 
seem to consist of a succession of lakes and swamps, rather than 
to be ihe channel of a running stream.t At Khartum, at the 
confluence of the Bahr el Azrck* we have seen that the height of 
the bed of the Nile above ihu ocean is only 1525 feet, anti it is 
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'the Plateau of Eastern Africa, and its Rivers. 

fttr from improbable that ewn as high up as the fifth parallel of 
N. LaU its absolute- elevation does not much eseecd 2000 feet, * 

A remarkable peculiarity of roost ot the principal rivers thus 
joining the Nile is, that they have a spiral course; *» that, after 
having formal a curve of greater orielsextent^mosilv, as would 
appear, round the isolated mountain masse-! *they retufd tipon 
themselves at a comparatively short distance from their source. 

* As instances are 10 he mentioned the Mareb, ihe Bcllegas, the 
Ahdi ( the Glbbo of B*fcha (the Z^bcti of Fernandes)* the Ijodjeb 
and die Slioaberri ; and as Ptolemy speaks * of the snows of the 
mountains of Moexi, 1P it is far from improbable that the head 
stream of ibe Nik lias a like spiral ettftree round a lofty mountain 
mass, similar in character to the snow-topped tnoimuiin* of Saraka 
nnd KiPa. 

All the streams of the plateau or western counter-slope of the 
Abessinian chain are affluents of the Nile, and their easternmost 
hraJudies take their rise at the extreme eastern edge of the table- 
land| which is the Limit of the basin of she Nile, and the water-shed 
between its tributaries and the river* flowing E. and 5.E- towards 
the Ihdiflo Ocean. On the seaward ride of this watershed, the 
declivii v being much mom abrupt and iis extent much mere limited* 
the rivers must necessarily be of secondary importance, Thus, 
proceeding from the we do not meet with a stream deserving 
of name until wo come so the Httirihh, and even that rivet near 
Attssa, lo^t in lake Abbehbad More reaching the ocean.t The 
river Haines of Lieut* Christopher T J which is the next in succes¬ 
sion* appears, in like manner* not to hare sufficient power to reach 
the sea, at least mat ut all times of the year. Further to the 3- wo 
find the river Gowiii [u e. Wibbi*Giwoyn*J] t or Jitbb, posting 
a substantive character m an ocean stream ; but this river, during 
ihc dry season, has at its mouth a depth of only iwo feet-j] At a 
f^liort distance to the of the equator is iho Uiay, which river, 
though said to be of great extent h has very little water at the 
entrance.^! Further 3* the same law appears to prevail; as is 
exempli fled in the Lufiji or Kwflvi (Qu&vi)* the Livuuia. and die 
Kwima (Cuama) or Kiliimme (QuilimurniJ, which rivers rise on 
the eastern edge of the elevated plain in which lake Zambfae or 
K’yassi is situate, and flow into the Indian Ocean. Here, how* 
ever* the southern extremity of the basin of the Nile having been 
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passed. the larger breams of the counter-slope no longer join that 
ri*er, but lake their course westwards into l\u' Atlantic, bolopgiiig 
in fact to a distinct hydrographical basin. Tims the recondite 
Jesuit, Father Athan&snu* Kircher, in his 1 Mundus Subter- 
rumni*. 1 * is quite right in ttihalancOj if not in form* in placing in. 
** the Mountains of (he Moon”—that is to say, in the mountain* 
of Mofei —the great hydrophylarium &r die continent of Africa— 
tiie central point of division between the waters flowing lo tlu? 
Hodiferraiwn* to the Atlantic, and to the Indian Ocean. 

It has already been observed that several lakes of some mag¬ 
nitude are si mate along the axis of the mountain chain— namely, 
A'shangi, Haik. and Zuwiii.t And apparently lake Zamb&ra 
or N'vaSsi is subject to She same law. 

Tins survey or the physical character of the plateau of Eastern 
Africa cautioi bn concluded without special attention being directed 
to a moat important practical result which it affords. It is, that the 
eastern coast of that cotiijnnnt presents facilities for the exploration 
of the interior very superior to those possessed by (he western coast* 
For. when the narrow belt of low land along the shores oi the 
Indian Ocean—which, from its general drying arising jioTh the 
absence of largo rivers* is far from unhealthy at most season* of ihe 
Year—is once passed and I be eastern edge of the elevated lablc- 
Land is attained, a climate is met with, which h not merely con¬ 
genial lo European constbutton** but is absolutely marc healthy 
than that of most cmmiries. I speak from the experience of up- 
waetls of two years passed on ihe high land under circumstances 
anything but favourable. Here—that is to say P on the edge of the 
elevated plateau, and not in the, low desert country along thy sea* 
coast—settlors might take up their permanent residence, without 
apprehensions as lo the effects of ihe climate at any period of ihe 
year; while traveller* might wait in safety, and even with advan¬ 
tage to their health* till suitable opportunities should present ihem- 
sHves for pellet rating westwards ins o the interior j and in the event 
of thetr having to retrace their steps, they would only return upon 
a healthy and delightful country, where they might remain till the 
proper season should arrive for their journey down to the coast. 
On ihe other band, the climate of th« western couhI, even far in¬ 
land, is notoriously such,. that few can long w ithstand its baleful 
influences; while at fa velfer is necessitated to press forwards, what, 
ever may be the time of the year, whatever the condition of this 
country, whatever even bis state of health. A ad should he, from 
sickness or any oiher tin Foreseen eircunistai]ee p be compelled to 
abandon hU journey, he must do so with the painful knowledge, 
that the furl her he retrogrades ihe more unhealthy sire ihe dis- 
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tricts which h? has to Irsv^i^fji and the likelihood there 13 of 
hi* ever reaching the coast, more fatal than all die reat, * 

[Bui while the eastern coft-sl presents ftdrtsit*|ti of climate so 
tnoch sujjerior to those of die western coast, its physical eontor- 
mation renders it impossible I hat it should possess any Hit'rof 
magnitude^ which—as 1 fondly imagined might he the case wish 
the n^cljeb, whei) I sent home from Shoa my first accounts of 
that river—" may he found to afford another high road into the 
interior of Africa."* la those instances in which rivers of ihis 
dt^cript ion. have been sup jki set! to exist, further information has 
demons!rated the futility of such supposUions. Thus* the pseudo 
Kilirn/mc, or ,J Kiliidunci, J wliich waa believed lo eater the Indian 
Ocean near Melfndah, is shown to be a purely hypothetical river, 
having no real existence whatever jt while the Jubb or (row in— 
the pseudo*Gddjeb or 4a Gochob "^-instead of coming from the 
north-tresf, far la the interior of Africa, i* now found to be noshing 
but the Wflbbv-Giweyna, and to have its sources on die eastern- 
edge of the Abessirnwi plateau.}] 

It would now only remain for us to follow the course of the 
Nile dbwjiwords along its left or weslem bant ■ but ujkjti ibis 
subject, from die absolute dearih of information, there b in truth 
hut little to say* . , 

In n letter from- M ^ Gautticr d ? Arc to M* Joniard,^ it is slated* 
on the authority of M, Thibaut, that in lat. 7 43 N. the main 
stream, wliich at I h is point has Us course from the T^S E.. receives 
three branches coming from the 8.E., S.S.W ., and >.VV. 1 hose 

trlbulanes are said to be of no great importance! and to (Wpftir to 
proceed from the neighbouring mashes. In M» d'Arnaturs map 
they are represented merely by a small Sake or pond (etong}, and 
another is shown in about 7 N. lat. nicy will, however, require 
to be more closely examined before it can be posiiively asserted 
that they are not streams of some, perhaps even considerable* 
length- Thence continuing to descend the river, we come at 
length, in lat, 9° 20' N., to die great western arm noticed by M. 
tfArnand anti his companions, to which they attribute the name 
of Bnlir el Ghax&l, supposing it to be tlw same as the KeiLiili or 
MisseUd, M. Jomard, in lib * Observations sur le Voyage au 
Darfour/ recently published Jj ha* entered into an elaborate dis¬ 
quisition on the subject of this branch of the Nile, which lie consi¬ 
der* to be oee of great mn^ nitride, and perhaps equal to the direct 
stream ascended by the Egyptian expeditioniLT[ Should ibis 
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J* 

prove to be ilie cast? (and indeed i( would appear that this yet 
ye^hred rivtr is Ptolemy* rp-mt vaten arm of the Nik), a 
fidd for investigation is her* opened, which is perhaps sen reel* 
Ires extensive than ilia! which lias formed the subject of the prwnL 

My own fiersonal explorations and researches having, however, 
been confined to the countries watered by the tributaries of the 
Nile oh its right or eastern bank, I am not ashamed to avow that 
beyortd that river westwards is to me almost a term iwoanita. It 
is, therefore, a matter not less of prudence on my part to stay my 
inquiries here, liiui it iso! justice to M, .lortinrd to acknowledge 
how much is due to the communications of so diligent ait invest!* 
gator of the course of the \ilo. 

•St. Iffildrr.d’s Court , 

2Sth October, 184b. 
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EtiTc's services to the expedition proved extremely valuably from 
lift influence be possessed over the native*. • 

Awh 24*.—Capt* Sturt and Mr. Ejte quit MaomocU and 

proceed up the river* . - 

_The night exceedingly cold, and icc found in the pans 

in the morning. At 7 am the tonometer stood at 32 . living 
been during the night al I** 3 * On gaining the upper levels the # 
surface of the country was found undulating and sandy, villi 
clumps of stunted cypresses and f us uni scattered over it. Lai* 

34° 4 r 30". 

Rose higher ground *1 about a mile from where we 
had encamped. At this particular place the high fossil formation, 
through which the river has cleaved its way, lemmata w nume¬ 
rous spurs, w ith abrupt stony gullies, instead of the bold and lofty 
cliffs which general I v characterize the scenery of the Murray lower 
down. In passing along we just cleared the heads of these 
gullies, having a thick brush of Eucalyptus dumosa dosing upon 
us to the left., the seal a soft yielding mm\ mixed with Founded 
fragments of limcslnno” Tim lake Bouncy was reached OU the 
■2.'ill, anti ihe following: two or three .lays were occupi®* in sur- 
vevine flm j iluiniiig its bournlarics. The weatbyr coniinuwl <®ld, 
the barometer stnudins at 30 66 inches. CapL Sturt observes 
fin i be csiremely small number of natives hitherto in el with, and 
attributes the decrease of the population t>> collisioo* with the 
overland parlies, L*k« Bon nor lies hi- by S, of a bend of the 
river in lot, M> 10' 8., bcitijr 2^ miles broad from E. to \V, and 3} 
miles in length from N. to S„ canmnanicatin^ with the Murray 
by a small tortuous creek named, by Capt, Sturt, Hawker Creek, 
by which ft is annually filled ; ita shore is sandy, and it is confined 
by a liftnk of sand from 25 to 30 feet in height on all sides except 
the 8. The country beyond the lake is a barren desert, consisting 
principally of cypress ridges and open saliokoeoiif plains. 

Lunar ohiervatwO* obtained Sept. 3rd gave the long- 1 J 10 26'* 

Ini. Lxung 34° I2f S* 

Qtuning Like Bouncy, the route was through a barren low 
scrub for abouL 8 mile*, till the Murray was again met with in lat, 

31° 14-, where they found am abundance of feed, the Boil being of 
n richer description than generally occurs on the hanks of that 
T iThe expedition had to tins piim proceeded without tlic 
■lightest disaster, the men contented and cheerful* the animab in 
excellent condition, and the sheep had travelled admirably. J tie 
arrangements of the camp were T that, on halting^ the dray* were 
drawn up so ns to form three sides of n square ^ the tents con¬ 
stituting the fourth side; thus the camp became a place of ^ 
defence, the men safe from surprise, the sheep forded williin 
the square, and the dogs chained to the drays. AI sunset a. 
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guard consisting of three men was mounted, and remained on 
duly ii.ll sunrise, * 

Scjtt. 7th. —After crossing nn extensive plain of polygonum, the 
party struck tlie Cawcllh the largest lagoon on the liver. Many 
natives visited the camp—men, women, and children ; and in the 
evening: there was n eorrobory. The place is about half a mile 
from the ground where the volunteer;! w r cre discomfited, and about 
a mile from Fort G'Halloran, n neighbourhood celebrated for 
various tragical events. 

10 tL —Reached the Rufus, lot. 34° A\ at the point from w hich 
Cap!. Slurl proposed sending in advance to ascertain ihc state of 
the Ana branch of the Darling, discovered by Mr. Eyre on a 
recent expedition to the N. j being anxious, if possible, to run up 
ibis ancient channel, by which the journey to Vy illioiura would be 
considerably shortened. Mr. Browne anti Flood were accord¬ 
ingly dispatched to ascertain how far it would lie possible to keep 
the banks of the Ana branch ; and during their absence Mr + 
Poole was employed in surveying the lake and the Rufus, the 
latter connecting Lake Victoria with the Murray* It was at this 
spot that the natives attacked a party of Mr, Langhonie 1 ** under 
the charge of Milder, and also Mr. Robinson's party* which latter 
would have been overpowered hut for the timely arrival of a de¬ 
tachment of police sent from Adelaide* 

12tfi.—Mr Eyre quitted the expedition to return to Mi tor undr. 
The infi iiencc and authority acquired by that gentleman over the 
natives is described by CapL Sturt as quite surprising, " an hi¬ 
ll uenec as creditable to himself as it has been beneficial to them: 
one and oil hold him in the highest respect, and regard him truly 
as their benefactor/* The hanks of the Rufus, from its j unction 
with the Murray to the lake, afforded most luxuriant feed for the 
catde. Lake Victoria, like Lake Romney, is n shallow basin, en¬ 
closed for the most part by barren sandhills, and surrounded by a 
desert country; it is, however, much larger than Lake Bonney, 
being about 25 miles in circumference. 

13M.—The weather exceedingly cold, and the nights clear and 
frosty* The winter must be severely felt by the natives, who are 
without any means of defence against the cold, arid many of them 
are prematurely cut off by pulmonary diseases. About twenty 
natives visited ihe camp, and they persisted in asserting that there 
is no water in the Ana branch, but that at WUliorara (Laidlev T s 
Ponds) there is a lake larger than Lake Victoria, with abun¬ 
dance of grass around it. The thermometer, tested by boiling 
water, gave the height of the country on or below the level of 
# the sea, * 

WfA-—Mr Browne returned to-day. He stated that he had 
come upon a salt lake about 800 yards in circumference, a third 
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of which was covered with water, and half the remainder encrusted 
with crystallized sail; lliere were also, about 2 miles beyirmck,, two 
other similar lakes, but dry and without any deposit of salt in 
them. At about 5 miles from these lakes he struck the Ana 
branch of the Darling marked where he came upon it by a line 
of gum-trees ^ its course NAY. by W, T width about #0 yards, with 
a northerly current setting upwards from tbe Murray, caused by 
the beck-floods of that river. At about 2 miles from its junction 
with the Murray it passed through a polygonum flat, in which it 
lost its character* The natives call the Darling '* Yankee/* the 
Murray " Runka/' amt the Ana branch hi Pare/ 1 

22nd —-Reached the junction of the Ana branch with the 
Murray, and found an immense body of water rushing into it 
from the river. The country on its banks is miserably barren ; 
in itself, however, it is broad, but its course tortuous and irre¬ 
gular. The whole aspect of the country is barren in the ex¬ 
treme ■ the magnificent guma of the Murray are no longer seen, 
and nothing but a stunted box (Eucalyptus) supplies their place. 
The weather exceedingly cold, the equinox Laving set iu with 
die wind from tbe SAV, It is evident that the wrulers, are 
dreadfully severe in this depressed region. Sfuvjng, however* 
turned northward r the dimale w ill soon be of it more genial cha¬ 
racter. 

2^/j.—C rossed the Ana branch close to tlie head t>r the water. 
Here a large black snake 8 feel long sprang at CapL Sturt- but 
was fortunately avoided i the men soon put the reptile hors da 
j but to the last he showed fight, Gained the Darling at 
sunset, after a journey of about 22 miles : it was all but dry, with 
no perceptible current, whilst its waters were opaque and muddy. 
Many of the fiats equalled the richest scenery in England; but 
during the heat of summer the seciio changes, and the very 
ground on which the grass at this season waves in luxuriant abun¬ 
dance, becomes hcrhlcsx and hare- Being informed by Nad buck, 
one of his guides, that a large encampment of natives was in the 
neighbourhood, Capt. Sturt adopted the precaution of doubling 
the guard* bo that a sufficient number might always l*e prepared 
to resist any attack until the whole parly were under arms. 

27th .—The Darling hereabouts, la£ 33 & 43 1 , is but a shallow 
stream. ^ Its channel is still, like that of a canal: an abundance 
of gross is found upon its immediate hanks, but the soil is almost 
pure sand. Notwithstanding the increased distance from the sea, 
the boiling-point of water does not indicate a level exceeding 100 
feet above that of the ocean. 

28l!A-—About noon a numerous tribe of natives, without women 
and children, wax met with, assembled evidently for the purpose 
of burning. Fur the first [sine rocks of ferruginous sandstone* 
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were met with in the bed of the river, protruding from the sandy 
ridges bounding the alluvial flats. * 

m lWt .—The journey wa* resumed at 7 uillie course N-N^E., 
and a distance of 15 miles obtained. The flats of the Darling 
are superior to those of the Murray, having this peculiarity* that 
they jirc entirely free from reeds, anti at ibis season of the year are 
covered with luxuriant vegetation for several miles. As the ex¬ 
pedition advanced r ihc river became clear instead of muddy, and 
there was observed a greater rapidity of current* arid quantities of 
bark and grass floating down, covering the surface of the water, 
ihe Darling was now rising rapidly, rolling it* turbid water* 
along at the rate of knots an hour* Jn one night it had 
changed from an obscure and lifeless stream to a broad and rapid 
river, having risen 3 feel above its previous level* Whence this 
flood tame it is impossible to say. There has been much rain in 
these depressed regions, and it may therefore be concluded a 
good deal must have fallen on the kills; and it may be that from 
these the sudden rise has occurred* This rise may be periodical, 
and not accidental; but it continues, and llie river ta bringing 
down 1 targe trees and drift. The marks of Hood Oil the trees near 
the river indicates a rise of 18 feet, which would cover the flats; 
but they kavE- not the appearance of flooded lands. The line of 
ike Darling does not appear capable of maintaining a numerous 
Imputation, 

30/A.—-The river Iasi night rose more Iban 4 feet; anil it b 
nmv a splendid stream, and looks well in the midst of the dense 
ond drooping timber on its banks. The country, at a short dis¬ 
tance from the river, is more open, and from some of the sand- 
rulges an extensive view may be obtained; no bills are, however, 
visible, ah hough if the thunk now pouring into the Darling corue 
from tin? ranges behind W illiorara, they must be both extensive 
and lofty. Course N.JMi*; distance gained during the day 9 
miles. 

Octr “2nd. —The river continues la rise, and has made consider¬ 
able encroachments on llie low er levels; U must be discharging 
an immense body of water info the .Murray. The river flats are 
becoming smaller, a I though still affording an abundance of feed 
for the cattle, A meridian altitude gave the tat. 33 7 14?. 

, 3rd—The road this day was over nolleu anil flooded lands, on 
which the water had subsided, and whose surface the sun has 
caused to open and yawn in deep fissures. This ground was 
much worse fur the bullocks than the heaviest sandhills, [; being 
impossible for the drivers to avo.id the boles; anil ike wheels,, 
hi l ling into I hem np in the Very axle, shook the polers to pieces, 

1 kese flats arc an alluvial deposit, a strong, stiff, IcEincious clay; 

„ ft kind of bastard-box (Eucalyptus) grows upon their outskirts. 
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Siul the polygonum is scattered over their surface, which is spar¬ 
ingly covered wiLh grass. iC But few ntlirei have appeared and 
they nre wholly intifensive : one of these, however* managed Lo 
purloin ami conceal nur butcher's-stecl whilst killing a sheep. 
The theft heirs# discovered, a strict inquiry was commenced, and 
Nad buck andTunnda, the natives who accom ponied us, were told 
that* until the lost property was recovered, they would rw.it be 
allowed any food, On hearing this, Toondn, after speaking to 
cme of the blacks, went to die tree under which the sheep hail 
boon kilted, an<^ (scooping away with his foot a little dirt, disco¬ 
vered the steel. The thief appeared ashamed, and sneaked off, 
and die whole parly soon left; neither did they follow the camp, 
owing, in all probability, to the detection of their pnculntinu. and 
the firmness and retted mu m shown in recovering the stolen pro¬ 
perty.' At noon a creek was struck, up which the floods were 
just commencing their progress: I his creek* it was asserted by 
the natives, is the eliannel of communication between the Oar ling 
(Yankee) anil Yertello Lake; the latter they stated to be at a 
considerable distance to the westward. The river continues to 
rise; the current is now tremendous, with a depth of 16/tel. 

5i&>—A meridian altitude gave the t tositionj- in point of lat. 
32^ 36'. * + 1 

7M.=Thc rise of the river continues at the rate of about 6 
inches in the twenty-four hours. Must of the large lagoons 
passed were filled by the floods, as was the angle of the river at 
which Mr, Eyre turned back on his recent journey up the Dar- 
ling r The natives are quiet and well disposed, and the influence 
of Mr- Eyre evidently extends to this part, and lie merits un¬ 
measured praise for his exertions amongst them. ff To those 
exertions! says LapU feiurt* * J mote than to our own prudence T 
must we ascribe the peaceful maimer in which we have passed 
through the tribes. Up to this moment we have mt seen a 
weapon or lost an article, the steel having been recovered. Many 
beautiful farina might be established on the banks of the Darling, 
for both iu soil and climate are favourable to tbe growth of the 
hardier tropical productions as well as to the cereal crops ; no 
blighting winds appear to prevail, and the rains continue much 
longer than in the neighbourhood of Adelaide." 

—** At noon this day our latitude placed us in 32 33* r 
and we made somewhat more than 5 miles of northing, so 
that we are now in 32° 28' lal„ about 2 miles below Laid ley's 
IN mi Is. About 2 p*ii. Mr. Poolci observed a low range of hills 
hearing N-W, by N. with two small cn -nca* Tbe reports of the 
natives of the C is-Darling country is tint very encouraging. They 
say that there is neither water nor grass beyond the hills, 
that we shall all die if we persist in poising them. This is a 
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second (Million merely of a former story► and I am neither disap- 
poin^pd nor discouraged by it." It bad been stan*l by ibe ^uMc$ 
that ahum lance of grass would he obtained at L.aidley$ Ponds; 
on arriving there it wm found that the country wit barren on both 
soles. The grassy Hats of the Darling were succeeded by a bare, 
cold, while day, which formed the hanks of the creek, and os- 
tended to the base of the sandy ridges by which ibev bad been 
approached. IiwlM of being a mountain stream it nos nothing 
more than a channel of communication between ibe Darling and 
the lakes of Cawnddlu and Mmnndichi: the current was rushing 
into it from the river with great violence, and it appeared to be 
filling rapidly. The native guides here became no longer ser¬ 
viceable, and Copt. Stun was from henceforth to rely on his own 
unaided judgment: their reply to inquiries was, "'The bullocks 
will hold their tongues out, the drays will bn upset; you will all 
die, for there is neither water nor grata on the hills, or a stick i» 
bum/' Capt, Stun adds, M We have now arrived at the borders 
uK the desert which has foiled the most enterprising and the most 
undaunted of Australian es|doren P and have now to u v if wo can 
penetrate, its recesses. J can only say, that if I succeed in thLy 
great undertaking it will be from the guidance of that Gwnl 
Being on wlmse aid and protection I have firmly relied." 

1 Ith. —Mr. Poole left this morning for the hills, accompanied 
by Mr. Stuart, taking a week's provisions. The following were a 
part of his instructions: — hi proceeding on your jouruev your 
main object ivUI bo to ascertain where there is sufficient water 
nod Iced for the animals for a week or ten da vs; and in the event 
of your succeeding in this, you will he good enough to return to 
the camp with the least j>e$.dblc delay, that no time may be lost 
in moving the party lo it- Should you be of opinion that there is 
sufficient feed and water at the head of Cawndilla Lake, it will 
lie better for yon to return, as the advance of the party even so 
far will facilitate the examination of the hills* and will withdraw 
the party from the neighbourhood of the river, Should there not 
be a sufficiency of water and feed at the place mentioned by the 
natives, at the head of the Cawndilla Like, you will proceed to 
the hills, and endeavour to ascertain if there is any valley or any 
grass at the b,'isc of the ranges, w here the mountain torrents over¬ 
flowing the plains cause: the vegetation to be more abundant* It 
is not probable that you will he able to ascend the ranges with 
the horses, but it will hi: discretionary with you to adopt nnv plan 
yon may consider most Likely in ensure success on this occasion, 
and you will be at liberty to prolong your journey if von should 
anticipate pny favourable result, and have provisions to do so pro- 
dmily; anti it will remain w ith you to ael according to your own 
judgment during your absence, only bearing in mind that the 


92 liapt, Sturt’s Exploration of the Interior of Australia. 

r 

object of your joumey 3s to find the means of enabling the party 
i(/ | iu]vnnce h and that to effect tins object every other considiyati-utt 
must be abandoned, 1 ' 

Amongst the natives of tins pari diseases of ihe eve wen? very 
prevalent, several having lost the sight of one; and Copt. Sturt 
considered them a short-hire*I people, from their want of protec¬ 
tion against the TieissiLucies of the seasons. 

I2M.—Mr. Browne started early with Nadbuck for Cawntlilla* 
to examine the place where the unlives slate there is abundance 
of grass and water. On his return at night he reported that both 
were there, but a mile and a half apart; the former in a bell 
mund the edge of the lake, the latter in the creek Will bran. 
Immediately opposite to where the party are stationed. on the 
other tide of the Darling# about a mile from it. was Sir Thomas 
Mitchell's last camp. The dray-tracks and fire-places were still 
visible i from this point the ranges could not be seen# but only 
the low sandhills of ihe Cawndilla. 

15fA.— Mr. Poole returned about noon, after an absence of 
four [lays and a half; his report was by no means favourable. 

17* A.— The drays started for CawndUh at 10 A„*r. The 
country to the S. consists of open plains of fejl clay and sand, 
with bul little vegetal inn; to the N. from ihe sand^idge* the eye 
scans a depressed region darkly covered w ith dwarf box and poly¬ 
gonum. J lie whole of the latter is flooded land# and constitutes 
the bed of Miimndichi Lake, which, like Cawndilla. receives the 
backwater* of the Darling through the channel of WiUiomx A 
portion of this flooded land was crossed by Mr, Poole on bis late 
excursion to the bibs, from the summit of which he perceived 
that it extended far away lo the N\„ occupying nearly the whole 
space between the Darling and Scropo range. Caw mH] la can 
never be more than 2 or 2^ feet deep, and when full must have a 
larger sort ace than Lake Victoria; it presents an immense level 
U* the eye. bounded partly by sandhills not exceeding feel in 
height, and partly by a dark I bus of trees. 

20f&,-— ['Ids morning Nad buck made his apjwfamnce with two 
otlier natives from Lake Victoria bringing dispatches. The 
Weather baa become oppressively hot. 

Sljf*— Cnpu Sturt, accompanied by Mr. Browne, Flood# 
Morgan, and Topar# with the light cart, left ihe camp at 8 A M., 
on an excursion 10 the distant range* seen by Mr. Poole. At a 
quarter of a mile they crossed the sand- ridge which separates 
Lawndilla from Minandichi. and descending into ihe flats of the 
latter, entered on plains of great extent, partly covered with trees 
rmd brush: course 157 U« the W , of S, Sod a red ^ndy day. 
rc^ernbhrig that ol the plains of Adelaide, bui.li jn its nature ,gui| 
it* productions. The trees were generally low. comprising new 
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species of Csfluariiui and Capparls, a few Ilakeas, and several 
fery t pretlj »ik 1 fragrant flowering shrubs At 12 miles, 

the course was chained from 157* to 135° W. of S., wiiicb was 
c^n ii mi eel the remainder of the day. From the time of altering 
the course ihc ascent became gradual; ami at 23 miles, the parly 
having reach*.! I be ridge of a sandhill, im met! lately descended 
into anil crossed the bed of a large dry creek Cuming from the 
ranges* and apparently passing into the almost interminable level 
in die W. Here were seen four beautiful haw ks resembling sea¬ 
gulls, Toper showed the way to a native well at the foot of a 
gum-tree, about 4 miles higher up the creek r where the party 
reeled. Into this well, covered with branches, ihc gravel had 
fallen, so that it became necessary to clear it out, and, after all* 
the supply of water proved insufficient. 

22nd- —Having been assured by Topar that another and a 
better w ell would be met with about 4 miles higher up the creek, 
started at :} i,m j± taking the right batik, having an open barren 
country to the S, To the N + ail appeared sterile, nor was there 
a sign of vegetation but in the bed of the creek, the course of 
which' u ^ marked by a hue of gum-trees, as is the case with 
every watercourse in the interior. Arrived at the well, a plentiful 
supply of water Vos obtained, but it ivas bitter, from the gum- 
leaves, and when boiled became as black as ink. 

23rd.—Capt. Sturt* having reason to be dissatisfied with Topar, 
and no longer reposing any confidence in him, determined on fol¬ 
lowing his own route, regardless of his guide's remonstrances. 
Reaching the base of the ranges at 10 A-W-, they ascended the 
summit, which was more level than hail been anticipated, with 
some appearance of fertility ; descending the range on the oppo¬ 
site side, and crossing the head of a creek in which there was n 
small pond of water, they began to mount ihc opposite range bv 
a stony watercourse. From the summit of a hill commanding 
an extensive view nothing cheering could be seen either to the 
IS* or N.W.; everything below was dark and tireary, nor could 
any indication be perceived of creek or watercourse. Water 
boib-d at £10 * Returned to the creek at G r.M. 

2Proceeding up the creek, appearances improved ; several 
large water-boles were passed, and there was found feed for ihe 
jcnttle sufficient for some time. The course of the creek was 
straight^ and at 7 miles it entered the ranges, haring hills on 
cither side of it* Having passed the ranges, and gained their 
northern base, nil extensive plain was‘discovered, Cooitbaralba 
bearing N* 45* K+ Leaving some detached hills on the left, I he 
course became N, by E., and at 3 miles ascended a small isolated 
bill (which the men named Ihesse's Xob) of very remarkable 
. appearance f with large blocks of rock in a confused heap on its 
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summit, which were found to consist of magnetic ironstone. The 
noddle being placed on one of these rocks lo steady it, deviated 
48" from the N. ; and it was only by raising the com pass consider¬ 
ably thru it could be made to act. 

23fA,—Having ascertained that a sufficiency of water and grass 
could be obtained for the supply of the camp, the party returned 
thitherwards, travel I trig during ibe day about 30 miles, under a 
temperature of above 100 6 * F&hr. 

—A sudden squall of wind from the NAWc&jno on about 
daylight, carrying everything away before it : the weather became 
bitterly cold, a rad the return to the camp was severe and chilling; 
the wind fairly blew through the clothes, and swept over ihe plains 
with o force and severity nut to be described, so that the party 
%vcro almost pensbctl. The thermometer on the preceding Fri¬ 
day had been at 110* in the shade. 

£W/i,—The horse-team having been yesterday sent in advance 
under Mr* Browne's superintendence* to prepare wells for the 
cattle, thq parly set forward early j about noon a pit was du^ 
from which during the day 1300 gallons «f water were drawn, the 
ordinary daily consumption being not 1™ than from 1 1[M> E« 1200 
-—an enormous quantity to supply in such a regifit. The hole was 
dug at the foot of a rock, and was only a spade deep, the water 
fi lie ring through the gravel of which the rock is compMtd, The 
cattle did not suffer so much as the hones, but the dogs felt the 
heat most severely, and one sheep died from a cnupHle-snlidk 

30^A.—Capt. Sturt, considering that it would be preferable to 
push on as rapidly as possible for the point at which he propp'd 
stationing the camp, rather than to reach it by short stages, directed 
nn early start this morning, anti fortunately fell in with a pond of 
water, where, snipping to breakfast, the animals were rested* ami 
about 5 P, M, reached the long water-hole. Here three natives 
were found, who stated that there w a its a well-inhabited country to 
the N. J 

Aoe. Mr. Poole arul Mr. Stuart went to the hills on the 

nght of the creek, while Copt Sturt and Mr, Browne rode up it 
to take bearings; Mr. Browne, having been attacked with low 
feier 4 wo* compelled to return: fid lowing the creek into the plain, 
another beautiful pond al water was discovered, a circumstance 
which afforded, much satisfaction, as ensuring the safetv of th^ 
cattle. I he weather oppressively hot and disagreeable, although the 
thermometer does not indicate a very high temperature; ihc baro- 
meEer lower thmi at any previous jwrKMl, indicating,, in anv cither 
climate than this, an approaching storm. The iky cloudless, and 
the wind from the N.K. X and even cool, but the excessive light¬ 
ness of the atmosphere acts upon the system as if it were omas¬ 
sively hot. 
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4th. —Left the long water-hole anil it* dusty precincts this 
morning, and established the camp in a free open space in The 
midst of the bill*. 

5tfA,—An excursion to the KJW. having been determined on* 
Flood, Morgan, Lewis, and Sullivan were sent on with die horse- 
team at 9) a.m. They were directed to deposit a tin box con¬ 
taining 80 gallons of water at 25 or 30 mile*' distance, taking also 
with them 46 gallons in co^ks* Their course was to be 1_40 to 
the W. of S. until they were overtaken by Capt- Sturt and Mr. 
Browne, wlm followed in the light spring cart. From the camp 
the plain was traversed for about 5 miles, when a slight ridge was 
crossed ; at 2^ miles further a small stony range was passed, the 
principal range being about 2 miles in advance^ (raining the 
summit of a hill on foot, a full view was obtained of the imprac¬ 
ticable nature of the country toward* which they were moving * 
and as there was a watercourse at the foot of the hill, trending 
rather to the S. of W P1 which appeared to join a creek coming 
Irom an opening in the ranges, ihc parly proceeded to trace it 
downhill preference to continuing the previous line of route. Alt 
elevated lahjc-lnnd appeared to have been gained, through which 
the hills protruded * it almost seemed as if all the ranges had at 
onetime been" of equal height, and that the valleys had been filled 
up to a certain level, now forming a plain pmpnrtionably higher 
than the plains crossed in approaching she ranges, 

—Sullivan ami Lewis returned to the camp this mauling, 
i apt. Sturt run 1 1 Mr, Browne proceeding to the summit of a hill 
«l considerable height (Lewis Hill),, almm 3^ miles from the 
halting-pi ace of the preceding night. From this point a very ex- 
tensive view was obtained, and the character of the country more 
accurately ascertained. It became obvious that it was an elevated 
tahlcdaitd* traversed by numerous rocky ridges, seldom or ever 
exceeding 600 feet in height from the level of the plains at their 
base. Nut one single cheering feature displayed itself. Barren 
ax the country wm> there was much grass upon this hill, with kan¬ 
garoo-grass in the watercourses. Rejoining Flood with the cart, 
the course w as N , N 7 AY\, when a thick scrub of the Eucalyptus 
dumosa, fin the summit of a range backing the one last crossed, 
presented nself; breaking through this, an effectual barrier of 
plorrp dark gullies and ravines stopped all further progress m that 
direction* The bill-formaimn had Undergone a complete change; 
basaltic rocks, passing into slate, presented them Selves on all sides. 
A small hngbt pool under a rock, which was deepened and en¬ 
larged, afforded the dearest and purest water met with for some 
time. * 

—Quitting the rocky water-bole about S a,m,, and persuing 
* the course of the creek, several water-holes were found ; but the 
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bed of the creek hid become so rocky as greatly to obstruct the 
advance. The valley or glcu expanded for a short distance, but 
again contracted f and the steep rugged sides of the biLis closed 
nearer and nearer. At one sport where there was a native well* 
the remains of a large encampment of natives was discovered. 
About 2 miles from this last sleeping-place, the rock*formation 
turned to a coarse granite, traversed by veins of quart#* large slabs 
of il^trelchcd across the creek, and immense fragments impeded 
their progress. At length, from the numerous boulders, it became 
impossible to lead even a horse any further. Flood ascended one 
of the hills to discover, if possible, any leading ridge by which the 
route might be pursued, but the line of bills ran across the course ; 
he however thought, from what he could seej that there was a 
finer country beyond the hills, and he stated that there was a lofty 
hill about 3 miles to the easiward, from which the country might 
be more accurately sun eyed- Leaving the horses, Caprt Sturt 
arid Mr. Browne started on foot for this hill, the summit of which 
was gained in |^ hour; nothing satisfactory was discovered, al¬ 
though the view to the X.W* was very extensive. Nothing could 
exceed the barren u ess of the ranges, which estended, i>mrlv X", 
nmi S , forming a dark line, and hounding the le^ el country below 
tliem as with a steep wall* The nearer plains were open* and ap¬ 
peared to have some little nutritious herbage upon them; but 
ihn exact character of the vegetation could not he ascertained. 
Beyond the plains, an unbroken line of scrub extended to the 
horizon* as dark and gloomy a prospect as man ever looked i>u; 
the barest* an nowise resembling those of Bug Land, diversified by 
a variety of hues, but presenting a single shade of brow n, while n 
stillness the most profound reigns through these dreary desert s- 
A large hill bore 7' 5 to the Eh of X. T and observations gave the 
position 31 32' 5 boiling-point 210' 25', 

&fh, —Mr. Browne and Flood staned at 7 a_m, for the purpose 
€if endeavouring to discover some practicable descent into the pi [tin; 
they fortunately hit upon apparently the only available spur* anti 
on reaching the plains turned northerly, along the base of the 
ranges, until they struck the creek, in which there was an abun¬ 
dant supply of water ami gross. The aspect of the plains was 
belter than bad been anticipated, and some lew hill* were observed 
lo the N.XAV 

Early dils morning the party proceeded bv ilic descent 
discovered yesterday by Mr, Browne, and with care the cart was 
safely got down to the plains. On looking back at the dark mass 
of range*, they were seen lo extend us far a* the eye could reach 
in a N.N.W and S.S.E. direction, forming semicircles like bays* 
and having all the appearance of a coast-hue. The course M as * 
now half a point to the K. of X. Some prickly acock* in full 
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blossom* a tree resembling a Banksla, and a new Polygonum were 
found rtu the western slope of the ranges, * 

IQtL —Started ml early dawn, observations showing the posi¬ 
tion to be 31® 23 # * Finding that the creek (named by CaplL Sturt* 
Campbell Creek) turned too much to the westward, crossed it p 
arid struck across for Ihe bills to the S.'S, \V.. nearly parallel to 
t the ranges. For a few miles the travelling was good nod firm, over 
sandy plains mixed with clay; at length the ground became co¬ 
vered with pebbles of quartz, ironstone, wbinstonc, and granite ; 
it appeared as if Me A dam had thrown there every cart-load of 
stones bn had ever filled, so much did the surface of the ground 
resemble a newly metalled road. A line of undulating hills to 
the left, composed of ironstone 1 shut out all view of the NAY* 
horizon. At 4 e.M. some gum-trees were observed, indicating 
the course of a creek (Morphelt Creek); on nearing them, some 
Cockatoos were seen, anti also the tracks of an emu. Arriving at 
the creek, there were appearances of water at no great depth; and 
on scraping off some «f the surface-gravel the ground was found 
so moist that digging was commenced in right earnest, and shortly 
a good hole of water was obtained, from which the exhausted ani¬ 
mals were freely supplied* The gravelly and sandy bed of this 
creek proves that it comes from ranges of the same formation as 
those lately crossed, U issues from a large semicircular opening 
in the hills rcsembllnga bay, the range itself having the appearance 
of a coast-Uoe, with all its indentations and projecEions. Boiling 
point 211®. Hitherto the course hail been lSi.N*W. h but for the 
last two days clouds, such as bang over large waters, were observed 
in the NAY. P in the direction of Lake Torrens, and the course 
was accordingly changed to that point. 

ISfAi—Tfo country now began to improve- the soil was be ill 
red clay and sand, but some very fine flats intervened between the 
ridges, and water alone was wanting to make the place habitable,. 
Both ridge and flat were covered with gross; box-trees (Euca¬ 
lypti) were scattered over the flats, and on the ridges the H*kea 
grew an ornamental tree. These favourable appearances were 
but of short continuance; the cypress ranges became closer ami 
heavier than before, and the flats again presented salsolaccous 
productions only* At noon tbo horses were fagged and over- 
.powered with heat, and as any further advance would have been 
injudicious, Capt. Sturt commenced retracing his steps; but in 
order that every possible knowledge of the country might be ob¬ 
tained, Mr* Browne and Flood were directed to advance some 15 
or 20 miles, and to rejoin the party at the muddy water-bole* 

* 13 iL —Morgan killed an emu, which, however, kicked the but 

ofat carabine to pieces with a single blow. The weather proved 
. terrifically bat, and Mr, Browne and Flood rejoined at 5 t\M. 

* 
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On loving yesterday they kept N.W. fur about JO miles, and 
frillri an elevation tLev judged they could set* ID mile* fu^licr. 
At 4 miles from the point from which they started, the Band-ridges 
all but terminated, and an open gmssy country succeeded* ex- 
temling os far as the eye could reach- The soil w^as the same* 
bm there was more of vegetable decay on the surface, the herbage 
tvas preen and abundant, and they passed several finis iipfTn 
wbkh there appeared to have been water but a few days before. 
J lie remainsol fuur native fires were f^und at regular inlervnls, ets 
if l c*diup to some place ; further N. ridge* trending to the N.W. 
were seen. 1 lie results of ibis excursion were on the whole sa¬ 
tisfactory* it bcinjf el ear that the same barren countrv upon which 
Mount Serle looks down docs not exist here* and it ii also mani¬ 
fest I hat the sole impedimem Id travelling is the want of water, 
e are now 150 miles to the w'eslwnrd of the lbrlinp T on the 
N. side of the ranges which lie between it and Lake Torrens, 
and, if (he hills continue, we may advance with a light party to 
an equal distance into the interior, with the certainty of finding 
Water at their base. We have discovered two I a rife creek^, with 
a supply of w ater in them sufficient to give us lime to exotftine the 
country well, and in bring*the whole party over the range*.'* 

I4th r ■—^Blowing a hot wind, (he thermometer at ] DH in the 
shade ; the beat intolerable, and the flies absolutely unbearable. 

1 7th ,— A heavy thunder-storm with rain occurred yesterday ; 
dense clouds mine from the N-W., and the sky was generally 
overcast. " Reached the tents at 5 f.m,, having ridden about 4? 
miles. Found Mr, Poole l>eller in health, and learnt that affairs 
is rid proceeded favourably during our absence. Some natives had 
visited the camp, who intimated by signs to Mr. Poole that there 
wai plenty of water to the YV. and"N.W, They did not remain, 
hut proceeded to Cawndilla to fish, so that it would appear that 
the present rise in die Darling is periodical, anil that the natives 
arc collecting from all quarters on the crocks and lagoons 

KIM.—The weather does not appear to have taken up, fur al¬ 
though it has mt rallied during the day, the w ind is high and cold, 
blowing from the S.EL, the opposite point from that at which the 
rain commenced,*’ 

j 20M-—Al noon Mr. Poole, accompanied by Mr. Browne and 
M organ j with a pack-horse and a fortnight’s provisions, quitted 
the camp on an expedition, 1 tie-hi I In wing funned a portion of 

Mr. Poole’s instructions - h appearing more than probable* 
from the observations mode on the recent excursion from which 
Mr. Browne and I arc just returned, that if we could have se¬ 
cured a supply of water to have enabled us io g*i onwards for a 
day or two longer, we should have arrived al the brink of some 
extensive inland waters ^ and the laic rains holding out every , 
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encouragement for us to mnke a second attempt to reach it, 1 con¬ 
sider i£ desirable that yon should proceed into die interior, so sdftn 
as the plains shall be dry enough to admit of your Join* so, with 
a view to ascertaining whether the conclusion at which myself 
and Mr* Browne have arrived is correct or not. You will be 
good enough to Like a NAY. course, :i$ the one which 1 think 
most likely to lend you to a decisive point; but should any fresh 
feature in ihe country, of which 1 ain not aware, show itself to 
you, and you should be of opinion that, by deviating from the 
course 1 have laid down Fur you to pursue, you will lie furthering 
the object of the expedition* you w ill use your own discretion. 

11 Should you arrive at an inland sea, or a body of water the 
extern of which you cannot ascertain, you will take advantage of 
any neighbouring eminence to obtain the fullest view of it for mv 
future guidance, and you will proceed to its shores to ascertain 
w hether m waters he saline or fresh. Should the supply of water 
which 1 hope the late rains will have secured to you fail, or should 
you find that the rain has not extended so far to the ft.VY, as to 
enable you to go to a distance such as will be conclusive on the 
points to Ti\liich J have drawn yotrr attention* you will use your own 
discretion either to return to the camp or to make for the ranges, 
and return nTang their flunk*, In the latter case, you will ex- 
ami ue any creek or watercourse on which you may fall, in order 
to ascertain whether there is a sufficiency of water and feed in 
enable me to move the party higher up to the N-. the object of the 
present expedition being in avail ourselves of the late rains to 
push into the interior as far a.^ possible.* that, bv ascertaining its 
nature and character, we may regulate our future proceedings. 
Having every confidence both in your discretion and judgment* 
I leave much to yourself, anti I authorize you to deviate hmn 
these instructions where you may feel it necessary, and consider 
that iqu have reasonable grounds for so doing/' &e. 

Mj\ Poole had not been more than 2 hours on hi* juur- 
ncy before it began to rain, and this continued without intermission 
the remainder ol the day ami night. This morning the creek was 
up, and bftd a broad sheet of water in it, and every water-hole 
was filled to the brim. The ground was now in such a slate that 
the drays could not be drown over it, and the advance of the eainn 
w» necessarily deferred. P 

22nd ~ A strong wind has surprisingly dried the surface most 
rapidly, si a as to enable an advance* Whilst the men were yoking 
the oxen* ( ajit. iSiurt rode to the ironstone range, the summit [*f 
which he found was crowned with large racks ; the N. point of 
the compos deviated 45 ft to the eastward from its proper bearing* 
11*'- drays made hut slight progress, in consequence of the heavy 
* draught. The route was on the left bank of the creek* Although 
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there had, within a few days, been &o murk water in the creek, 
autf rain had since fallen so ahunilanlK, there was not pow a 
Water-hole in its both the thirsty soil bad drunk the whole, nor 
could more than a scanty supply be obtained by digging. Boding- 
point 2IQ*. 

25iJi .—Continued the journey up the creek, the ground being 
still too soft an the plains. Ascended Lewis Hill in survey the 
country. The range dividing the eastern and western waters 
shoots its lateral branches into the broad tabled and on which the 
party were now advancing. Boiling-point on Lewis Hill 210*; 
on the flat-topped hill (Mount Kobe) 209\ An abundance of 
grass was found in all the valleys, and the general aspect of the 
country was cheering and picturesque; from its large proportion 
of wntle and unproductive lands, it must, however, be deemed a 
barren wilderness; nevertheless, it would support a population 
sufficient to form a connecting link between the province and any 
belter country to the Nf At ibis season there is an abundance 
of spear-grass both «n the hills and plains ; there is also much 
clay, the decomposition of the range* mixed with the land, but no 
vegetable deposit. The limber is stunted and useless,-ohd tbe 
other production* of the plain are mostly salsolareous. The beds 
of the creeks are entirely of gravel and sand, washer! clean bv the 
force of the w inter torrents. So dreadful was the annoyance from 
the flies, that they absolutely hindered the occupations of the 
whole parly, 

27th. —fti consequence of the jw.de of one of the dray* snapping, 
all progress was retarded yesterday; this day descended into the 
plains at 1 and reached the first creek at 6* Tbe bullocks 
suffered from the extreme beat; the sheep refused to stir, and 
the dogs collected under tbe shade of some trees. 

'2Sfh -—- Flood P Sullivan, anti Joseph were sent to ibe second 
creek (Morpbett Creek) to make a pond for the cattle, and to 
dig a well. A day of intolerable heat: I he thermometer in the 
shade at 2 p,m* stood at L13", and at sunset at lUO*. 

m *Mh -—Quilled the first creek (Campbell Creek) for the se¬ 
cond at 4 s,M v the distance being more than 25miles; the course 
was N* by W., at about 4 miles from the ranges ; re-established 
the camp at a distance of about 80 miles from the last camp. In 
the evening she wind commenced blowing heavily front tbcS.S.Iv,, 
and the weather became extremely cold, the temperature having 
undergone one of those singular changes to which this region is 
subject, w hen the mercurial column ascends or descends 50 in an 
hour^ 

Dec, 2nd, —Flood was dispatched early ibis morning along the 
base <«f tbe ranges, to see if he could find water to enable ithe f 
camp to move northwards. #t Slowly ft* we may appear to travel. 
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neither horses nor bullocks wnld have done more under such a 
temperature; and ii is only by rostering their strength thru i^is 
possible to push them hard when occasion requires; the greatest 
precaution nlso is necessary in such a country ns this j anil hml 
Flood not found water in the small creek, a retreat would have been 
unavoidable- Our present position is full 200 in lies to the west¬ 
ward of Fort Bourke, ami about 30 S.of Mount Serle, with every 
thing to hope for in from, and nothing iq apprehend in our rear/' 
Flood returned in the evening-, having found water for temporary 
purposes only; he thinks, however, that there are several large 
creeks inure to the N. While riding out to day, CapL Sturt 
came upon heaps of rounded stones, with large boulders amongst 
them : the whole surface bore the appirarance of a sea bottom : 
immediately under the hills to the westward there was a hoe of 
sandhills. One peculiarity marks the deposit of stones cm the 
main ranges and on the plains, namely, instead of being inked 
promiscuously together, the fragments of each rock occupy dis¬ 
tinct patches,—the quartz one, the whin another, the ironstone 
another, chequering the ground like a chess-board; and it would 
almost* appear as if immense blocks of each ruck had been brought 
to these plat es, and there shivered to atoms. Mr, Poole and Mr, 
Brow ne returned* to the camp. During their absence they had 
struck Dike Torrens, and it would appear that the water is not so 
salt nt this end of the lake as at the broad part to which Mr. Eyre 
descended; it may be a therefore, that there is a great body of 
water to the N.W-, of which Lake Torrens is the estuary. The 
appearance of the country was one sandy desert* undulating, but 
su uniform in culour, that it would, be impossible for anyone look¬ 
ing down upou it to observe its inequalities* 

3rd .—Flood succeeded in striking a very fine creek with abun¬ 
dance of water in it, and at no great distance from the catnp. 

Sift.—Flood and Mack, having been sent ora the 1th to 
search fur water* returned this afternoon, having found a largo 
creek coming from the ranges, with an abundant supply of water, 
and feed in the adjoining acacia scrub* ti is not, be report^ mote 
than 40 miles ip advance. He saw three native women, the first 
met with in this dreary rugiim, but be did not approach them, 

0/A.—A thunder-storm in the morning, but the clouds and the 
rain hung to the ranges. 

Moved this morning nt 7 AJi- on a course somewhat to 
the E. of N. over the barren, stony* and undulating plains* Made 
about 22 miles* and hailed for the night on the banks of \\ small 
erect¬ 
ion.— Readied the creek (named Flood Creek), and found at 
vesy superior to any hitherto discovered- ” Here we may remain 
, vqr,. xvii. 1 
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bn months without any fear of a deficiency of n*Jcr, should the 
northern interior be found impenetrable ai this seasun of the 
year/* * 

IWi.—Mr, Poole and Mr, Browne, with Mock, started ibis 
inurmug, hating a fortnight s provisions, with general instructions 
to traverse the country to the N.H. Flood was also sent aW 
the base of the ranges, Capt Sturt proused himself going to 
llie eastward of them, ti> ascertain fioin what y.mn-.s all [i„ : * lir . 
rounding creeks arc supplied. Capt. Sturt observes, *> We ore 
gradually but firmly making our wav into the interior, and, with 
the blessing of Providence, aUall, I trust, raise the veil which has 
so long obscured it. Up to this period we have had nothing to 
disturb the tranquillity of our proceedings. No natires have Wen 
near to embarrass us, nor bare we ns yet felt the want of cither 
water or feed. Vet I am sensible that this pmsjwruus state of 
thunks may change, ntld I feci that any hasty or imprudent step 
wouhl cripple my means or eihaust my forces. It is marvellous 
f° lne lh<lt ll, « P"t of the interior is not inhabited ; for. although 
it be a desert to civilised man, it must be very different to the 
savage, for here there is abundance of food' for theuj f birds 
budding in the most csposed situations. emus oit the plains, and 
the bark of the trees rough with the tracks flf the opossums, 
tv here, then, are its inhabitants? Arc they gone to a better 
country, or does the stony and burning nature of the ground drive 
them from their Wits at this season of the year? Another tse- 
culionty marks this distant regimi ; all vegetation still looks green 
mul fresh, tun! the grosses which have long sincre shed (heir simh! In 
Adelaide are not yet ripe here. Amongst them is a rye-gras* that 
will. 1 have reason to think, be valuable; there is an indigenous 
wheat, wlucb, by cultivation, may turn out well, although i be seed 
is small; and there is * fine gal. This might therefore with 
prtquicty be termed the Cereal Creek, to mark the character of 
i is vegetation. 

I J/A.—Abuul ten last nigbl a most ir^merutuus squall came on, 

wbl€b ma moment levelled every lent Ln camp, and b*nt lie 
trees to die eartb* 


A small party of natives came to the camp, but they manifested 
" rrs| 1 a , n ’ ^ remained bill a shun time, allium#]} ei'ery kind- 
ness was shown to them ; they were miserable looking creatures, 
Iiossessmg neither the elasticity nor the firmness of the 

ldfft,—Wmbingtoasoeriain the nature of the country to the 
eastward. Capt. .Sturt Il-u the camp with Mr. Stuart and Flood 
pursuing a course to the hills somewhat to tb s . S of ]' From 
one of the highest of these, three detached range* of bill* were 
seen to the eastward, at a distance of at least 10 miles, a fi immense 


JZtcurritm to the N.E+ 


4 


103 


*1 

plnin intervening* dark with brush at its further exitemhy. De- 
scendin^ from the Lius. itje parly ajfanced nbut 8 nule» r ha||iug 
ior the nigh L without water, 

NfA.—The ivim! blew so keenly that the party were gkd 
keep on their great-coals. Crossed level plains with much "rasa 
for the first 14 imies, traversing the beds of several dry lagoons 
and hoijows. Appearances clearly demonstrated that the whale 
of this part of the country is under water in the winter season. 
Filtered a dense brush of cypresses, acacia?, and ludteae for 1G miles, 
fhe temperature changed, and the stmoaphere became oppres¬ 
sively close. Arrived at a naked sandy mound, a view was ob¬ 
tained of the hills towards w hich they w ere advancing, on reaching 
w hich the view became most discouraging; not a spot «f green 
was to bo teen, and the hopelessness of obtaining w ater , of which 
they had been deprived during the preceding 2S hours, induced a 
return to the camp. Turning, therefore, to the westward, after 
a progress of 8 miles, encamped for the night, 

I6f/r.—The morning-scar had scarcely risen when the party 
mounted, anxious to get the horses lu water. Crossing the plains, 
fttrutK ii creek at 8 A.u., running up which, ns about a mile a 
sin nil pond of muddy water was discovered ; by boding* this be- 
came clear, ftnrf supplied the wants of the party. Returned to 
the camp by a N* W r course* thereby avoiding the hills. 

i7th a —This is the country of winds ami whirlwinds; it always 
blows hard, let the wind mine from whichever point of the com¬ 
pass it may. 

ItfeA*— Flood brought in part of n cucumber-vine which he 
picked up on the creek; he stated ihnt there wore several fruit 
on the stem B There are a number of night-bird* here, which make 
the most uncouth noises during the night, hut i!_y about during 
the day like common birds* 

lm—Copt* Sturl with Mr. Stuart and Flood went down the 
creek to examine it: thermometer at the camp 110 , The 
creek continued for U miles, when it was lost in the pine-scrub. 
This afternoon a comet was observed a little to the S. of W. It 
was small and dint, w ith its tail inclined to the \Y r 

2J j/—-A day of extreme heat; the thermometer 1 13“ in the 
shade, with a hot wind from the VV. The men generally com¬ 
plain of disordered bowel* ami sore eyes. Seeds are fast ripen¬ 
ing, hui it is extremely difficult to secure them ; the seed-pods, 
ripen in a day, and a single blast opens them nil. 

25th .—-This afternoon Mr. Poole and Mr* Browne returned; 
they had reached to within 5 miles of the 28th parallel* and had 
not only fpond water, but had ascertained that the ranges continue 
It* the N- They catnc hark in good spirits, hut their horses had 
not a leg to stand on, having been amongst broken stony ridges, 
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^here ihev had lost their shoes; added Ut wliicli P the weather \v;is 
exceedingly hoi, and they had bad no water the Iasi dav. Mack, 
who went with them, lost 14 lbs. in weight, The following is a 
amdenafttion of Mr, Poole * report:—** Left the camp on the 
manimg of the 1 lth p followed a N P course for 3 miles, hut, 
s ^ tf *ijr that it would lead into an arum scrubs changed it to 
N.N.E., and at I r J mite* found a small pxil of water, at which 
the party encamped, having travelled 15 miles over a barren 
stony country. On the I2th r stared at <1 a m. ; at 2 miles saw 
distant ranges, and at 3 entered the acacia scrub. At 15 mile* 
crossed a Greek, the course of w hich was to the S.W. t w ith bos- 
irccs and pelfgoaitaUp bin no water. At G miles from the hills, 
saw several places where the natives had been preparing acacia- 
se ™f for food, the pod* having been threshed nut. At 5 p.m. 
reached the hills, the acacia scrub eitending to within half i 
ume of iheisr base. I’ouud no water, and encamped in a trully. 
Ascended a hi11, and from it saw gum-trees in a plain N YV 
affording hop™ of finding water in the morning. Kith, Left fa 
gully at Sunrise and made for the gum-tree*, struck a creek with 
lie water m it, but observed mmierou* flights of pigeon^ 
to the NA\ . hollowed the course of the creek, and at 2 miles 
tound a place where the native* bad been dijftruflr for water- 
scraped a well which afforded a sufficient supply After break¬ 
fast moved to a second creek, and at 2 miles encamped on 

TiT& Vrv T, hCinff h hlV 14llj * Tilok being 

p ? l * 50 Al > A -*** tL * camp for □ bill, which Mr. 

FWfo named the “Magnetic Hill " (Mount Arfnwsraith) f„ m 

lumin ? £*"**«* from foe N. to wifoin 3* of the s !point 

£V—£ “'“T »■•“> N.N.E. l),,,U,yi,i 
i Q , ,le ' rfm ^ Cl reached about J r.*, Followed 

- own || 1P creek to the watward for 10 miles; found *«„ nflt! 

“H* hmm S tr^died 35 mile. The country consisted of 
open plains. Covered With rounded stone, and quartz. 15th 
Lhan-ed the course to N.E. through the scrub for 3 miles* 

\ " eek " e w ™ now on another with gum-trees in it 

and at a abort distance up this creek found n We , np n]v ,f 

permanm, water a, which we stopped for the ShL Mack 
' . Up , llt CIwk -^ ™P°rt«l that there were several W* 

^mils of «^er. The uppearanre of the country barren tL 

r i f ir , 1A - iOlh. I ollowed up the erffk and 

louud from 15 to W large holes <>f water. The h^.'wTre 
now beginning to suffer in their feet from the stony nature of the 
ground, their shoes bemg worn through the centre. The rock 

X lT^T,'" D “ la *«' travelled * aboutT&J 

m.l«. Jyth. Followed the creek for 3 miles, changed foe , 


J Ivtifti Arrmctm itk* 


■ 10 j 


course to 3V. for some distant hills ■ the creek fumed to the E-; 
atmiles struck a creek with large water-holes in it ; this ci^k 
differs from llmsc previously met with, iis waters beinjj muddy, 
and little or no grass In it. At L0 miles further struck another 
ertek. where we encamped for the nig]if. In consequence of 
the stony surface travel let! cnrer f the horses lost 4 heir shoes, and 
were becoming lame; the hills still distant about 12 miles. 
Resolved after ascending these hills to return home. I8ih. 
leaving Mack in charge of the horses, ascended ilie range be- 
tween l J and 10- saw ranges to the N. and N*E* From this 
|n»nt the range appeared to trend to the \_E,. the scrub fiiltuwing 
the 5in.IT of the range as far as the eye could teach. Took bear- 
tugs and returned to the ramp. Followed down the creek to its 
junction with the main creek in a N,E> direction; followed the 
in at n creek for 5 miles; the hanks low ? the ilais similar to those 
ot the Harling. The natives here appeared to he numerous, 27 
fires being found at one encampment 19th, Followed the banks 
of the creek E.S.E.; the day exceedingly lioi, the birds overhead 
gaspujg. Found a muddy hole of water, at which we encamped 
for the night, having travelled 2fi miles, 20tb, Continued almig 
the bet! of the creek through the ranges, but found no water; 
from the summit of a small hill traced its course to the X,B- 
for some miles. Left the creek on a course S. by W* At 1-1 
toilei changed to S.E., aiul at 2 miles struck a creek, and found 
sonic water at IB inches by digging. 21st, Followed this creek 
for 2 miles., left it for one of its branches in a SAY", course, then 
proceeded SAY* for the White Hill range, which was ascended 
to take hearings. At fi miles struck the main creek: course 
N,E. and SAY. 22nd. Changed the course to the S. of W mx 
struck the main creek and followed it for some distance; found 
abundance of water, and encamped. As the animals required 
rest, travelled 15 miles only. 23rd. Followed a S.E. by S. 
course over open plains covered vilh stones, rho magnetic hill 
being to the SAY,; encamped on a small] creek about 8 miles 
E. of ibis lull. Distance travelled, !}') miles. 24ill. At 8 miles 
struck the first encampment; at 3 r.u, entered an acacia 
scrub; course SAV,; ai 6 miles encamped j no water for the 
horses. On the 25th started at 5 and reached the camp at 
d P*1f P * T 

Mr + Poole returned with sore eyes, and wot otherwise indis¬ 
posed. From the rdiove account it was evident tint the Camp 
might be moved 80 miles higher to the N. without any fear of 
the supply of water failing* 

28/A.—This day the touts were struck and the parly resumed 
thfrir journey- W hile Mr. Poole led the way, CapL Sturt with 
* Mr. Prow lie and Mr, Stuart ascended a lofty lull to the eastward 
to take bearing*; they were now on the highest point of the Iasi 
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of the ranges of the chain. nnd yet were in ihe very return of bar- 
retuffits, Al 8 ivm. halted until the moon sboukl rlae F having 
travelled about 12 miles. At a quarter to 10 Again advanced on 
a V, course. At daylight Mr + Poole caught sight of the hid** 
bot in the obscurity of the early mom he heal taken bearings of 
the wrong bill, and they put insensibly deeper ami deeper into the 
pine ridges, I loping that it was onlv a narrow belt, thev pushed 
on, bui the exertion was too great in that heated ancl inhospitable 
desert. In vain did the drivers force the bullocks over one sand¬ 
hill nfier another. they Were like the successive waves of a stormv 
sea. Mr. Poole was sent on to water with the horses and sheep, 
Capt. Sturt and Air. Browne remaining with the teams* Shortly 
after arrived at a salt lagrion, on the oilier side of w hich were the 
sheep, unable to move further. 1 Fere it was determined to leave 
two o± the drays, in the hope that, by putting two of the teams in 
one, 5»[nc progress m gkl lie made, hot even then it was very 
slow. Mr. Poole's track leading deeper into the forest, Mr. 
iSrowiie was sent to the eastward to ascertain els extent in that 
direction P ami it appearing to terminate at f af a mile, the qoursc 
was changed thitherwards. The bullocks were complexly ex¬ 
hausted ; ihi'v were therefore unyoked, and, leaving all the men 
hut Mack with the drays, (.apt. Blurt drove them un to water. 
Guided by Mr. Ermvne, they cleared the sandhills at dark. At 
the end of the brush one of the bullocks fell, and ru about 3 
miles from the creek a second dropped. I1 aving reached a watcr- 
hobythe remaining bullocks obtained relief, and Capt. Sturt and 
Mr, Browne rest, having been on horseback 36 conscrmive hours. 
The westerly course hail caused all these diffic ulties hut, add* 
Capt, Sturt, ** I am not surprised at Mr. Poole s bring deceived 
liy the appearance ot the hill, for in those! dense brushes he was 
unable in gel a second bearing,^ 

30fA.—Uatcr was sent to the nearest bullock, but he tins 
already dead; the sheep all arrived safely at 11. ** [t is rrtnarfe- 

able that, notwithstanding the extreme heat «f ibe days, tbu 
nights are exceedingly cold, insomuch that we are compelled u> 
)>ut on heavy cunts. We last night gradually crept into the (li es, 
ami to-day the thermometer stands at 106* in the shade, Mr, 
PiHile and Mr. Brow no are both complaining of illness, and at me 
of the men are suffering from inflammation of ibe eve*." 11 

llihl.i, Jan. 2nd.—The three drays reached the creek at 3 a.m,, 
both men and animals warn nut with fatigue. At <1avH®hi they 
proceeded to the well which had been dugv and by » thev were 
nmch recovered. The men staled that the beat had b^-n *> 
intense that. when they stopped, the poor animals pawed the 
ground away from the surface to gel at n coder bottom. Mack's 
***** «« so bumt ‘tey Cracked, and Lewis, who foolishly 
exposed his back in the sun, got severely punished. The do®* 
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lost all the skin off the soles of their feet, ami could hardly 
cnmli one of them, indeed, fell in the rear and must have inevi¬ 
tably perished 

3rd—-The sheep have turned out a most valuable stork, anil 
are so exceedingly quiet as to give no trouble; their fleeces are 
as while as snow, and they are in excellent condition. 

6/A.—The beat is so ereal that, notwithstanding the wheels 
of the drays were lately pul in order, the tires have expanded so 
much as Id render it necessary In wedge them before moving on. 
The men are rnm plaining,. and the water is so hail that serious 
consequences are to he apprehended from remaining here even a 
day or two longer. There lias been little change of weather for 
the last month ; the wind blows from thcS.E. in the morning, 
but follows the course of the sum ; towards noon it rises, and at 
sunset moderates, 

7th.— The drays being ready, the party would have moved, 
but so terrible was the heat that it was impossible to stir before 
5 P.M, Up to that time the iron bows of the bullocks were so hot 
that they would have burnt the animals' necks. Reached the 
creek of 10, keeping the bullocks yoked that there might be no 
delay in the inorning. Near the water-hole just left there were 
srmie native huts of a very superior kind; instead of the usual 
Hun by habitation of boughs, these huls we re arched over with 
strong buibs of trcrs T on which a thick thatch of grass was laid, 
and over this n quantity of soil, go as to render the habitation both 
air-tight and water-proof* The entrances were of an elliptic 
shape; each but bad a smaller orte attached lo it, in which pro¬ 
bably they deposit their nets and stored* 

S/A,—Starling at 5 a.w., the journey was concluded an hour 
ljefore noon, thus avoiding the extreme beat of the day. On ar¬ 
riving at the creek, the fires of some natives were found still 
burning. As Boon as the camp is established. Capt. Siurl will 
himself proceed to the N., having ordered Flood to start to¬ 
morrow to seek a good line of road. The full of she creeks 
hereabouts is to the eastward, but, however promising their appear¬ 
ance may h<\ they all terminate on the plains, either by spreading 
over them, or else filling some shallow' basin* which for a time 
assumes the character of a lake or a lagoon, but is soon dried up * 
by summer heats* 

—Floml having succeeded in finding tolerable ground to 
move over, left their position for die main neck* crossed by 
Mr- Poole in his rerenl excursion, in which he considers there lo 
lie a permanent supply of water. Traversed open stony plains 
of a barren nature, and crossed a fine creek at about 8 mile*, the 
frdl of the water* being to the eastward. Mr. Browne and Mr. 

* Poole were both now tolerably well, but this seasms would try a 
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constitution of iron, Fbo same burning weather continues, be- 
ft * w .h icft * veryiUi ng i s gi vi ng way, M r Bmwn e fo u nd a Joi it c 
of niric aciil melted m his bos s nod his boots and shoes sticking 
together. The thermometer ranges from 00 1 in thg morning to 
10S° at 3 P.M,, out! U7“ a! sunset. 

L If A.—Started nt 4 a.m., and. pushing through the brush, de¬ 
bouched on open pining generally covered with fragments of 
quart*; nevertheless they hod more grass on them than those 
traversed yesterday. Keeping a liule in the right. In avoid the 
guhaes connected with some low ranges, reached the creek n! 
■I iHm > pitched the tents by a large water hole, anti found abund¬ 
ance of feed m and near the cretrli, 

I'Mh — Wmd N.W, The thermometer ai noon stood at 108° 
in the shade* Hie mountain structure of the country has coin* 
plctcly changed, the ranged rare no longer continuous, but rise in 
un connected groups, and they have also decreased in elevation; 
ihe rock formation is indurated sandstone, traversed by veins of 
quarlz or shale, bufc t notwithstanding lhat, the bills arc fast dis¬ 
appearing; the country is well watered, and the creeks are nu¬ 
merous. 


MfA.—C*pb -Sturt, with Mr. Poole and Mr Browne, Mood, 
Joseph, and Mack* left the camp at 1 f.&i., foil owing the general 
course of the creek,. Air* Pi Nile and Air. Browne had been down 
this creek, and bad found more than 2G large writer-holes in it. 

1 e priced one at about J miles from the camp, and shortly 
afterwards a considerable creek junction from the westward. 
Alter passing this water-hole we looked in vain fjr another ; the 
w hole channel of the creek was as dry a* if no water had been in 
it lor months J wan not myself surprised at the rapid disappear- 
mn:e ot (be water, although my mmman ions were, for 1 saw thru it 
■ad been exposed to the double effects of evaporation under an 
almost vertical sun and absorption in a gmvdly bed. They bad 
not, hke myself, seen rivers and lakes dry up before them, or they 
would not be surprised at w hat they now saw. Air. Poole assured 
me lb at he and Mr, Browne crossed the creek junction higher to 
the westward, And that he felt confident there was a permanent 
supply of water m it/* 

\m .—Left the Red Hill Creek at 5 a h. cm a due N. course 
for a remoter creek, arrived there about noon, anil found an abun*, 
dant supply of water, the bed bring of a shfT day. The general 
"* of this creek was E and W. Traversed barren, stony, and 
treeless plains for 12 or M miles; on the right there was a low 

™? c miwltl 5* alli ^ 1 eatiniy „f small peaks, to the Left tow 
Ld * connected with Bed Mill (Mount Poole), and in from some 
undulating ground connected with the ranges inwards which t| fev 
were advancing. The precincts of this creek were bare of yege* . 
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littion, anil resembled the polygonum flats of the Darling ■ 

24/A.—After exploring a considerable extent of count it in 
various directions, CapL Sturt returned to the camp, w be re every¬ 
thing was found in have gone on favourably during his absence, 
nnd where some decree of comfort was experienced after the ex¬ 
plore in a degree of bent perfectly astounding* On the 21st 
the weather was terrifically hot, the hones dripped with perspi¬ 
ration, the thermometer rising to 1 18^ in the shade, hut in the 
bush it hail been at 132° in the shade and 155 s in the sun. *■ It 
is nnw very evident that the ranges have altogether erased to the 
Us. and N.W., nor is it likely from appearances that they continue 
much further to the N.E L We have then the level and almost 
boundless interior before us, without a landmark of any kind to 
gLSule us, but for the present wo are locked up as firmly as if girt 
round by ice at tile north pile, it being impossible to move tu any 
distance in consequence of the dry stale of the country,” 

27 th* —“Tin- creek crossed about 4 miles to the N. of our 
amp*vw called by Mr. Poole the * Rocky Creek * (Preservation 
CrcekJ* and was found by him to contain an abundant supply of 
water in its bpAj broke up the camp and advanced [hither, fixing 
our position about a quarter of a mile from a romantic rocky 
glen o| slate, in which there was an ample supply of water for 
I 2 months in come. If unable to advance, wo can here hold our 
ground, and occupy a most commanding position, so as to be 
ready to push into the interior at a moment's notice. 

20//i.—Mr + Browne had a serious attack of illness, and for 
some hours this rooming was in excruciating pain * hr is much 
relieved. but remains weak and. exhausted» Mr T Poole left for 
Mount Poole lo take an altitude. Ihe barometer ranges from 
±£! J 9iy to W 70 . The thermometer ID 1‘ at 8 108° ut 

3 P+M. The men generally complaining of rheumatism/' 

/Vi. 4th *—Bdng exceedingly anxious tu gel one of ihe natives 
to the camp. CapL Sturt, with Mr. Browne and Flood, started, 
in the hope that he should fall in with a tribe seen by Flood at a 
creek about 20 miles distant. The wind blew from the N*E,; 
.-ind the blasts coming with tremendous beat, w ere compared bv 
Capt Sturt to the scorching blaze of a kitchen fire, insomuch * 
.that he was absolutely compelled lo turn from them* Any of the 
dogs would have died on the plain* but tbc horses stood Jt^wdL 
(crossing an extensive plain, they were l^ct by a number of large 
haw ks, which came down from the sky in hundreds. One bird 
had previously soared round them as if to reconnoitre, and shortly 
afterwards numerous dark spots were seen in iho air. which nut 
became literally specified with the birds, crossing each other a*. 

* they wheeled lo and fro ; some of them came so close that they 
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.nii^hl have been slrurfc down with a ruling-ufoip : afler a time 
ihff resumed their lofty flight. On arriving at the creel* the 
natives had left, 

I Of A.—Having been compelled to return from a proposed ex¬ 
cursion bv the illness of Mr, Poole, Capt. Sturt made further 
preparation* for a second journey to the N., and left verterdav 
■ n> in ling at daylight. accompanied by Mr, Stuart with Flood anil 
Jii-eph, and with the light carl. Instead of passing by the little 
lull, a course more to the westward was chosen, by which nn easy 
and gradual descent to the plains was obtained, A creek, pre¬ 
viously supposed to flow to the eastward, was ascertained to fall 
to the westward. At G* p.m. halted lor the nisrln >»■ a small fiat. 

1 If A.— Having Jilted the tank and casks, anil loaded the cart, 
Capt. Sturt with Joseph (and Punch, with GO gallons of water in 
the (’art, which he calculated would last eight days, allowing the 
horse .7 gallons, and Joseph ami himself 3 quarts per diem) 
started on foot. Flood was directed to return 10 the water at the 
clump of gum-trees, to await the return of Capt, Sturt and 
Joseph; Mr. Smart remaining to sketch the bills. Lnt bv Ca¬ 
pelin, 28° :w 

12/A.—Morning cool; but at noon tbo heat became excessive, 
and the horse showed great distress, refusing fits ' fund. Wc 
are now, I believe.” say* C*pL Stun, “ in the moat gloomy desert 
man ever trod; all the sand ridges are covered with tussocks of 
spinifex. a thick wiry grass generally found near the sea-coast and 
only in the moat barren si motions. Tbo character of die country 
continues ibe same, small flats surrounded by sandhills. The sand¬ 
hills are covered with hake* bushes, all. or the majority of them, 
dead - and the only shelter was, under the cart. These deserts 
arc as silent as the grave. No living creatures save ants are 
here, even die fly is absent: we have not seen a bird or heard an 
insect all day, yet the tracks of wild dogs arc every where visible. 
How they subsist I am at a h»s to imagine.” 

im—The horse showing great weakness, he was unharnessed, 
and Capt. Sturt mounted bun, though without a saddle. The 
country bore the same aspect, though it became, if possible, even 
worse. At between 9 and 10 miles got on a small sandhill: 
trntu tins there was not nn elevation of any kind to he seen. The 
country to the A , and VV. appeared to dip, yet n view of H nr 10 
miles was obtained - it was sufficient to depress the spirits of any 
one. I hey had now reached the parallel of 28? • ] Qn „ \ 4 [- ->->< 
or thereabout. No disumi peak revealed itself !n The \ T ”n~, 
reflected light showed that the sur, bad sunk behind a mass of 
waters ; the horizon was as level as that of the sea, from X round 
to V again, and u deathlike sickly hue pervaded the scerfe * 

" In point of latitude we were nearly abreast of Moretou Rav 
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ai] 1 1 more than SCO mile* to ibc westward of the Darling. When * 
the oi#cm rose we turned our back on this dreary wilderness, rlfcid 
reached the cart at midnight. 1 ' 

I If/*,—— Fifteen gallons of water still remained in the rail ; it 
behaved us therefore to make the best of our wav back : by giving 
the horse occasional rests and \ ravelling bv moonlight,, wc reaches) 
the water-hole where we bail taken in our water at 3 p_M r nn the 
1 Otbj through dreadful heat. 

I6/A r — u Reached the gum-tree* at 11 .^n lh where we found 
Mr. Stuart and Flood anxious! v awaiting us. Thermometer at 
3 i-.u. 1 10-; wind S.E: 1 

IFfA.— Leaving Joseph at the water*hole, Capt. Stun, with 
Mr. Stuart and Flood, proceeded to trace down the creek. Its 
course was 5.W. and W.S.W., sometime* spreading over flats, 
but always reforming and increasing in siie. At about 1 2 miles 
fell on n creek junction (Frame Creek) of considerable size from 
the -S, Halted at night, having travel led about o4 miles. 

13 tk *—Flood became unwell. and complained that bis head 
weis otj fire; the heat was excessive. The horse* bung down 
their heads and ref used to move. The only object being to 
trace down the creek, a* soon as Flood felt better we retraced 
our stops. From general appearances I felt assured that 1 was 
at no great distance from some decided change of Country. 
Mount Hopeless must have borne S.SAV, e! me; and, according 
to the chart, I must have been in the bed of Lake Torrens. 
Our camp is 29° 40* S. lat. p and in 1 ll- : ^4 F E- long. I run ox- 
ircmrly r:itin i k iI at my journey down the creek. It will enable 
trie to throw the party &0 or 90 miles tn advance on the first fall 
of rain," 

21rt.— ** Reached the ramp late m the day. On the I9th> 
under the shade of a tree, 4 feet from the ground, the thermo¬ 
meter sUwm! at 132% and in the sun at 157%" 

'24th .—- fl \Vc have had no rain since the ifOih of Kov-cmber p a 
period uf three months, nor is there the slightest indication of 
a change \ it therefore became a matter of grave imjiortaiice 
whether or not a further reduction of rations would be advisable* 
On rxaininin? the stores it appeared that there was a sufficient 
supply of meat for thirty-two weeks, w hereas the flour would last 
only twenty-nine. It was therefore determined to reduce the 
fInantity of flour tn 6 lbs. a-week each, and la make » corre¬ 
sponding reduction in the tea and sugar: these arrangements 
were cheerfully concurred in by alL n 

March )st .—■" Every bird and every animal has now forsaken 
* thn^e lonely arid inhospitable regions. If any of the former np~ 
pc!tr, it is only lor a moment* to rest their weary wing, mid then 
■ pass on. Birds of prey, pamds, pigeons, have migrated to the 
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, N.W. ; whilst, on the other hand, pelicans, comiornnts* and wild* 
fowl come in from that i|Unr<er ■ the first is a strong- proi/ that 
there is a better country id which these birds* go, the other is 
equally indicative of there being & desert or a sea between us and 
it. The service we are engaged on is not such ns the explora¬ 
tion of Africa or America, but it is of a jieculiar dinnuicr, r^ 
qtliring the men to throw l hem selves into situations of great 
hazard &tul difficulty.’ 1 

GfA.—A flock of pelicans flew over this morning from the 
NAV\j Mr. Browne shot one, which had a small fish in u s but it 
was loo much decomposed to determine what it was. Flood 
started down Evelyns Creek to the? eastward, to ascertain 
whether it continues beyond the flat on which it appeared to Mr. 
PiKde to terminate* 

7tk .—Another tremendous day of bent, w ith tin unusual I v 
heated appearance in the sky; windS.E. Flood returned in 
the evening, having gone 30 miles down the creek* which he 
Found took up again. At 2fi miles lie si ruck on a sheet nf water 
in its bed more than a mile long; he taw smoke to the FJ.S.E,* 
Imt met with no natives, He found great quantities" of the 
kidney-bean growl tig on the hanks of the creek* on the seeds of 
w hich a 11 uni her of tv.*-kaioos were feeding. 

9th*—^ This day completes ihe seventh month of onr peregri¬ 
nations, yet here wn are, bound hand and foot, m it were, without 
the power of moving* captive* in a large and gloomy prison. Air, 
Poole is again very unwell.* 1 

10 tL — +H The morniiiET hot and oppressive, hut at 4 p m. a par¬ 
tial thunderstorm from the NAV** the wind having previously 
brert at L, A litlEe rain fell, hut the barometer did not 

12/A.—Capi, Sturt left iln- cnmji with Mr, Browne, Flood* 
Joseph, and Mark, taking the Sight carl. Proceeded to an old 
encampment on the banks of Evelyn Creek* it being an object 
to follow it down as far as possible. A good deal of rain had 
fallen near it. and there were many ponds on the plains; crossed 
the cite naive flat in which Mr. Poole thought the creek termi¬ 
nated, Encamped for the night, having ridden about 33 miles 
in a S*E. direction, A meridian altitude of Pollux gave the 
position 2T 56'* 

13/A.—Crossed the creek, and took up a course of about S0 : M 
the trend of the creek being 76 \ Travelled sandy flooded 
ground, covered profusely with various grasses, especially rice- 
grass. Here had been the harvest-field of the natives' their 
thraibing-floors and heaps of straw- chequering the plain. “ From 
the ridge we discovered that the plain extended an immense dis- 
lantre lu the S. and .* with scarcely a tree upon it r hut inter¬ 
sected by small channels which, Unud with polygonum, divided 
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it into j|mC€s resembling fields. We discovered a fine sbett m 
of wjjter. on which were a number of ducks; Mr. Browne 
went m shoot some, but, as they were wild, he full owed them in 
the uiher cm!, and there surprised a native female with a child, 
She was apparently by herself, but there were two bo ugh-huts 
near where she w-.-ls sitting, and the men evidently were hunting; 

It was not until after we bad sell led ourselves at the water with 
the view of waiting for the men, and bad allayed the old lady's 
fears by giving her three or Jour cockatoos, that she mustered 
courage to call out, on which three more damsels made ibeir ap- 
peanuice, who had concealed them selves in the polygonum. In 
the afternoon two men came so, the one had killed nothing; the 
other had a talpero find a lizard. Although they spoke and 
understood several words of the Darling language, we could 
make nothing out of these stupid people. We gave one a Umm- 
haivk, and the other a blanket; and at sunset they obligingly 
sent their women to us, of w hom w e got nd w ith some difficulty. 
The men were kith circumcised,” 

14//j.—T he channel iif the creek Hows round the spur w hich 
runs info ,tbe flat from the in am ridge, and then again spreads 
over a more extensive plain than the first H extending many miles 
to the S.. and* forming m immense bay to the west ward. We 
now struck down the plain. As 6 miles we inrac to another 
spur from the ridge, but from it we could see no opening leading 
out iif the extensive basin before us, save (o the E,S t H .; we there¬ 
fore took that route, following it for 3 miles, when we descended 
into the bed of a large lake now perfectly dry* Traversing this, 
we again ascended a portion of ihe ridge, but here we loss sight 
of all gum-trees, and Hooded land and scrub alone presented 
itself from N. to S. No object being to be gained by Advancing, 
we turned about, and at sunset reached the water we had left in 
the morning. The natives, probably anticipating our return, had 
removed to the other aide of the water, and had burn joined bv 
another family. They sold us they had come from the S. in 
COtPsequence of the total failure of water in that rpiarier; anil they 
snid that there was no water to the eastward. When we informed 
lhem that we were going there, they shook their heads, and said 
wo should soon return. We gave the oldest a knife and sonic 
ducks, in consequence* probably, of w hich our camp w as at dusk 
again visited by their sable charmers, who manifested the utmost 
indignation al our rejection of their favours ; one of them openly 
evincing her contempt of Mr. Browne, by slapping at him the 
last part of ter that disappeared as she left us/' 

!6fA*—Having taken a supply of 46 gallons of water from the 
crock* we first pursued u course a little to the northward of E. p 
afterwards H During this day and the following we continued 
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oiSr exploration; but An ding tlie country impracticable, and that 
tb^re was no chance, even if a change of country existed, of 
reaching ike Darling* we determined on returning to the creek. 
At sunset on the 17 th we turned our horses' heads in ike west¬ 
ward : boiling-point ‘2 12^. 

2QfJL— Reached the camp early, and turned our horses out to 
join their companions. The result of this little excursion, not 
exceeding 80 miles to lire eastward and 25 or 30 to the S., has 
hern the discovery of other permanent water than that on which 
we are ■ the know ledge ihal a bur tract of good Land lies to the 
S.E, of us, and that the distant country towards the Darling is 
barren and waterless to a certain distance. 

24 th. — Engaged in taking lours : the mean places us in long. 
HI-30'hi. lai H 29 : 8, 

27th ,—The men engaged in preparing various things we arc 
likely to require. Symptoms of scurvy sre manifesting them* 
selves. Cnpt. Sturt complained of head-ache, and his mouth 
became as if he were in a state of $aUvoiiuri r small pimples ap¬ 
pearing on the shoulders and back. 

—The month of March his closed in heat and drought, 
nor is there any appearance of a change of weather/' 

[The journal here closes, and the remaining portion of this 
extraordinary and most interesting narrative is extracted from 
various letters and dispatches of Cnpt, Sturt.-—E d,] 

** More than six mouths have now passed since we pitched our 
tents in these dreary solitudes, nor have we had a shower of niin 
since the 19th of November, this being the 2nd of July, The 
sky is at length overcast, and there is every indication of rain. 

In ennsequence of myself and my officers being so constantly 
employed on detached services* we were obliged lo five much on 
salt meat, and in February the scurvy showed itsedf upon Ui all. 

W e were attacked with swollen and ulcerated gimis l violent head¬ 
aches, pains in the limbs, &t\ In my own case, the limbs were 
free from pnin p hut 1 had constant* though not profuse, bleeding 
from the nose. These syropioms did not in crease with M r, 
Browne or myself but Mr. Poole became worse ami worse: ulti¬ 
mately the skin over the principal muscles beramc black, and he 
lost the use- of Ids lower extremities. Although the more violent 
symptoms have subsided; he is still very tmwel)/ 1 

JWy —buffsnent rain having at length fallen to enable 
Capt, Sturt to break up the depot, ho proceeded on io the N,W* f 
detaching Mr, Poole, w ith a third of the ms n under his charge, 

U> return to Adelaide, both tor the purpose of diminishing the 
consul n pi ion of the remaining stock, as well a* to request tbal an 
additional supply should be Forwarded from Adelaide to meet die * 
expedition mi the Darling at the end of December. Mr. Poole, 
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though still unwell, tad recovered so far as to render ii probable # 
tb-il a few weeks of rest and a change of diet would restore In *:u 

On the IStbj Mr. Poole se! off on bis return to Adelaide, 
in one aA tbe drays which had been filled up for bis convenience, 
accompanied by Mr, Brow no during tbe first day, who returned 
to the camp on the morning of the Mtb ; in the afternoon the 
Lid who attended Mr, Poole brought the sad intellicence that he 
Lad suddenly expired, almost wit bum a struggle, between !2 mid 
^ p+m. Captain Stun and Mr. Browne rode back to the party 
the following morning, and brought tbe remains of the deceased 
in ilie depat. w here they were interred. Mr. Poole 1 * death w as 
supposed by Mr, Browne to have been caused fay sudden internal 
htcznofrhage. The command of tbe returning party was now 
^iyen to Mr. Fiesse* frith directions that should any of the men 
misconduct themselves they were immediately to be struck off the 
pay-list. 

** Wo bare now experienced a difference between the extreme 
of summer beat and of watiler's cold of 133°; tbe thermometer 
having in February risen to 15#°, and within the lost few dais 
fallen W 24". 

’* The direction in which it would be most desirable to pene- 
trate J when chi-urn stances should favour my moving, had con- 
st,indy occupied my thoughts, aud 1 felt [ could not lake a more 
direct worse, with a view' to gaining the meridian of Mount 
Arden, than by atirmpting to cross the country to the westward, 
in order to rarrUun the practicability of it to "the N. and N .W. 
of Lake Karens. I determined therefore on preceding inwards 
Lake Torrens, from ihe creek on which I intended to establish 
toy second depot, in moving to that point in a direct line, we 
found great difficulty in getting tbe drays ewer the sand ridges 
which intersected mir course for more than 60 miles. Our 
second dejn&t w ns established in lat. 2h° ffi S., and in long. I I |° 
o' b. I had employed the men in chaining from our first depot 
towards the creek to which 1 intended to move ; and by supplv- 
ing them with water, I had enabled them to complete a inea- 
surement of 62 miles, on a bearing of 305* ; but as that course 
would have taken me too far to the N + of Lake Torfeps, if 
continued, I directed Mr. Stuart to change it on our arrival at the 
end of G2 miles, and to continue the chaining to the westward on 
a bearing of 255* until l should overtake him after I had 
established the camp in its new position. Two days after over¬ 
taking Mr. Smart we w r ere stopped by the broad r drv T and sandv 
tad of an extensive lake, the men having then chained 69^ miles 
^ on tlie new bearing of 255*. Standing on a high bunk h w hi Hi 
Hoped gradually down to the margin of the lake, our view 
^extended over a great part of it. It here appeared about 12 
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B mites in breadth, mending southwards bejimd the range of 
vision i but ii came round to the westwaid, in a northerly 
direction, in the shape in which Mr. Eyre baa In id down Like 
Torrent* According to ant measurement from the old depots we 
were now in lon^. 130?" 3S f , lat. t2G n l:s\ ns given bv my altitudes 
of Vega ami Altair* on the night of August fjlh. From the 
termination of our chained line, the principal point of a high and 
broken chain of mountains bore I98 e , and! a small topped 
range was risible more to the V., hearing 23 J°; the former 
distant fi5* the latter *30 mi let. Beyond* to the S.W.. the country 
seemed to he wooded, but, if 1 except the ranges l have already 
noticed. no high fand was visible in any other directiom On 
distending into the basin* I found that it was compered of sand 
and salt, with patches of day and gypsum, anti although 
Apparently dry, that its surface was too soft in bear ray weight. 
It contained detached sheets of dark-blue salt water fringed round 
with samphire bushes; 1 felt satisfied that this basin could not be 
connected with any marc central body of w ater. It only remained 
to me, therefore, to return to thr? depdt with all speed, there to 
prepare for a more extended exploration of the N,W. interior. 
We fell in wish several tribes of natives, who were' evidently 
availing themselves of the recent rains to wander 6ver the sandy 
riilges* Returning to the depot* it was my first care lo take the 
necessary measures for its safety during my absence, I had a 
etock-yard erected, in which I gave orders that the cattle were to 
be nightly confined and mustered; and 1 marked out the ground 
for a stockade* to guard against any sudden or hostile display on 
the part of the natives. Having given instructions lo Mr, Stuart, 
la whom 1 proposed intrusting the charge of the camp, and the 
preparations for our journey being completed, I left the depot on 
the Mih of August, accompanied by Mr* Browne and three of 
the men ; taking with urn ihe light cart and two pack horses f with 
fifteen weeks' provisions. [ determined lo run on a course 
to the W . of N. t and to persevere in that course until turned 
from it by some unforeseen impediment, The twi* days' rain 
had been succeeded by extreme heat, and little or no surface 
water now' remained; such as there was being so putrid from the 
number of animalcules in if, or so muddy, as to be unfit for 
use, In a distance of 86 miles we crossed only two small 
puddles, the residue of the water in which t collected into wells, 
to facilitate in some measure our retreat* in the event of being 
forced buck. For the first 70 miles w e passed through a country 
similar lo that we had lately traversed ; it then became more 
open, but so dry tint 1 began to doubt the possibility; of getting 
on. At the distance of 86 miles, our anxiety was relieved thy 
our arrival on the banks of a large creek (Strzefeckt Creek), It 
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contained a pool of water of two or three hundred yards in length* . 
and yf nearly half that width ; its hanks were wooded and gn*sy* 
and several lar^e huts near it had recently been occupied: the 
dip of tin: country was still to the S. Crossing the creek, on the 
morning of the HHh. we traversed extensive plains hounded by 
low sandhills ; the sail on them was similar to that on the tlais of 
the Darlings It was now dur g<wn1 fortune lo intersect three 
other creeks at distances of lb or 18 miles apart, all of which 
indicated a southerly drainage. On the last of these (G’Halloran 
Creek)* in Sat. 27® 30^ and in long. 139° 32 ; * we encamped on a 
clear imt brackish pool, in which were many fish, nit ho ugh there 
were none in the fresh-water pools above. The extensive and 
flooded plains ceased soon after we left the last of these creeks, 
nnd we ascended a confused mass of sandhills* from which we 
again descended to a tract of salsohu cnns formation, in the centre 
of which was the white and dry bed of a salt lagoon; after 
passing through a low and barren scrub* at about 8 miles we 
found ourselves on the outskirts of extensive grassy plains, 
similar to tiuit on which 1 had established the depot. Traversing 
these pbpii we passed into an open box-true forest; we soon* 
however, broke through this, and were again opposed by a wall of 
santl ; high and'broken ridges rose before us of a more for¬ 
midable aspect than any before encountered* and of a fiery red 
colour, rising to the height of 80 or 100 feet; they succeeded 
each other w ith the rapidity of sea-waves. The bare sand lay on 
the summits like drifts of snow* hut they were other tvs se covered 
with spiniicx. This heavy anti distressing kind of country 
Continued for more than 16 tniles, nud we wen' ul lima tel y 
obliged to pull up for the night without either water or grass; 
the horses were worn out* nor would they have undergone a 
second day of similar fatigue ; happily, on the following morning 
we reached a small stony valley, in which we found bulk This 
valley opened upon an immense plain, in which the sandy ridges 
abruptly terminated; the plain spread out before us like a 
gloomy sea* occupying more than half the horizon from south- 
westward round to the WE- It was so thickly covered with 
stones as wholly to exclude the growth of vegetation ; the stones, 
composed of fragmenis of quartz rounded by attrition, lay evenly 
over the surface* and being thickly coated with oxide of iron, gave 
a reddish-brown and purple tinge to the whole plain. Our 
horses left no track behind them, nor was there an object on ihe 
visible horizon to direct us lit our course ; like a ship at sea* wc 
were obliged to steer by compass, and to depend on our own 
m correctness for the chance of retracing our steps. We halted on 
tbit plain after a journey of 20 miles, and on the morning uf the 
,28th pushed on* and at 10 miles* after a visible descent of a few 
vol. jcvii. K 
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* fcJi only, crowd a polygonum flat of £ mile* in breadth, which 
raff like a belt along the edge of the stony desert: from itrs flat 
we advanced on to plains, apparently of as unbounded extent, 
but very different in other respects from the adamantine region 
just passed. This new feature resembled ploughed land, the 
whole was perfectly destitute of vegetation ; a sea of earth, on the 
surface of which not a herb of any kind was growing, or a single 
atone to be seen* After wandering many miles over this singular 
region, w ith the horizon ns dear and level ns that of ibe ocean, 
we at length observed a solitary clump of trees m the distance, 
and directly in our course; at the same time some moderately 
elevated hills, raised above their true position by the strong re¬ 
fraction on llie plain, been me visible to the N. On reaching the 
trees we found they were growing on the bank of a small channel, 
and in this channel was a pool of muddy water ; having travelled 
30 miles over a ray distressing groundL, I halted for the night* 
We were obliged to secure the poor hones to the trees to prevent 
their straying for food, nut n mouthful of which was to he seen. 
Anxious to relieve the poor animals as soon as possible, I made 
direct for the hills, and. after travelling from the earliest dawn, 
reached them a Ij tile before noon* I hese hdls were nothing 
more than a recurrence of the sandy ridgesUiey appeared n> 
recommence on this as they had terminated on tint other side of 
the stony desert* leaving a broad opening of more than 50 miles 
between them* running northwards into the interior, without 
varying a single degree in their general direction i thus apparently 
traversing the continent from S. to NL, as w c had already found 
them for more than 5 degrees. Viewing the features of the 
country before me* and connecting them w ith the general charac¬ 
ter of She interior, l could not hut think that the whole of that 
part of it over which wc had passed, hid, at one time, been 
covered by the waters of the ocean, from the level of which, 
although so far inland s we Lave never risen more than a few feet; 
and that by whatever convulsion iho present change had been 
effected* a heavy flood must at one time have swept across the 
central portions of the continent from N,E. to S,W\ 

/' From the point I had now gained I was enabled to resume my 
original course ;^ after allowing tbe burses a few hours of rest we 
proceeded; at " mi Ira we entered on open boi-tree forest and 
oljout sunset arrived on the banks of a large creek, which was, 
however, quite dry - in tracing; it. we discovered a well of unusual 
dmicnbious, 22 feel deep and 8 broad. As night was fast closing 
and there w as abu ndance of grass in the bed of the creek, although 
the supply of water in the well iva$ quite inadequate to our wants, 
we pulled up opposite to a village of nineteen huts, some of wbkh 
were of large dimensions. But if tbe lord* of tbe soil bad retired. 
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from tins the birds of the forest retried to it in great * 

numkn, the woods re-echoed wilb the cry of parrotsmvl 
Ojckatoos, and ibe trees were crowded with them and other birds c 
Leaving this spot, at & distance of 2 miles, we issued from the 
wood upon the outskirts of a plain, the surface of which was so 
rent and cracked by solar beat, and so full of deep fissures, that 
we crossed it w ith difficulty. At 7 mites we struck another but 
smaller creek, in which we found a muddy and shallow pool ; as 
the horses required rest, I determined on stopping; it, indeed, 
wns necessary, ns several of them became very ill and swelled ex* 
ceedingly, A day of rest brought them round, with the exception 
of one, which we unfortunately lost. We now found that the 
further we pushed to the N.VV\ the worse and more impracticable 
the country became. We had already been lw f o days without 
water; l determined, therefore, to proceed a few miles to the ft. 
The temperature hod been gradually increasing, and was now 
such as to cause extreme lassitude both to ourselves and lo the 
horses; they were beginning lo feel the want of water, but we 
providentially found a small pond, in the bottom of which a few 
gallon? remained—muddy indeed, and put rid s but which wc 
could not reject P At 50 miles we found ourselves on the hanks 
oi a creekp of greater magnitude and promise than we could have 
anticipated (Eyre Creek), coining direct from the N+Ptf.W.; it 
enabled me to resume my original course under the happiest 
auspices. We talced this fine creek for 60 miles without any 
check; but, although its bed was full of grass, the flat through 
which it ran was barren in the extreme, and was bounded by 
sandy ridges of Increasing height, behind which other ridge# su ex¬ 
ceeded in such numbers as to render any attempt to peneEratc 
directly either to the eastward or to the westward perfectly 
hopeless. 

11 On the 9th of September we were in lat» 25 T S. T and In 
long* 138° iy 31/' E.* on the last fresh-w r atcr pond at the head 
of the creek, up which wc had made such advances during the 
last three or four days, a point to which I had returned after 
having failed in an attempt to push to the northward. In pon¬ 
dering over our circumstances 1 could not hide from mysdf the 
danger to w hich I was exposing myself of being cut off from all 
chance of retreat to the depdt by the evaporation of the water we 
had passed. The sky was occasionally cloudy, hut no rain had 
fallen since the 17th of July, whilst the increasing noonday heat 
was fast licking up the water that remained in the creeks. I made 
my cainp the centre or pivot of tny movements, and diverged from 
m it to every point of the compass. To the \Y\, to the ft .W. T to 
llm ft., to the N,E ++ and to the E,, the country was alike im- 
. practicable. The L3lk found us still struggling against diffi- 
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V cirtlica* such as were not lo be overcome by human perseverance, 
Thm floodgates of heaven appeared lo have been closed forever 
from that devoted land* so determined and settled mas ihe 
drought by which it was visited, 

“‘The increasing iiulispfistttori of Mr. Brown, and the impossi¬ 
bility of my leaving him under such circumstances, determined 
me to make the best of my way (Jack to she depot* thence again 
to try and beat my way in some other direction. We were now 
more than 400 mites from the camp, and I hoped that ere we could 
reach it rain might fall, and enable use to commence my third 
journey under more favourable auspices. Our retreat was one 
of extreme difficulty; we reached our destination on the 3rd of 
October, with the loss of only one horse, after a journey of more 
than 900 miles, and an absence of seven weeks. I bad been 
attended by a man who hail long been inured lu the bush in New 
Sols ill Wales, and who was deemed the hnirdinsl and most ex¬ 
perienced stockman in the colony; by a lad of twenty-one, whose 
appearance su sufficient to justify the expectation that he would 
endure almost any fatigue; and by a weather-beaten sailor: hut 
I may adduce ibis as an instance of the great superiority of*moral 
over physical strength, that neither of these could accompany me 
when, hi 6 ilays after my return, I again left thb cAtnp; and, on 
this last journey, as on former occasions, I was oblige to select 
fresh men to accompany me. 

“ Every necessary arrangement having been made, 1 left the 
depdt un the 9th of October, attended by Mr. Smart and two 
of the men who had not been out before. There being no water 
nearer lo us than H9 miles, it became necessary to make for that 
point (Strzelechi Creek) before [ could take up the northerly 
course on which I intended to run into the interior. We reached 
Ihe creek on the l 1th, and I was glad to find that, although it w as 
greatly diminished, there was still a large body of water in the 
pool u contained. As the creek came from the N- we traced it 
up in [hat direction for some miles I on the morning of the L'iih, 
but, ultimately losing its channel in a large box-tree fiat, we 
left it, mid traversed extensive plains bounded by low sandhills. 
After a joumc? of 36 miles I was obliged to pull up fm the 
night, although without water. In the morning we perceived from 
the top of a little bill a broad bell of gum-trees, extending from 
tbe eastward to N*W + , with extensive plains on either side of it, ' 
To the VE. a lofty and broken range of hills w as visible, but at 
a great distance, anti there was on appearance of water nr mirage 
at their base. At 4 miles from the hill we found ourselves on. the 
bank of a splendid creek (Cooper Creek), far exceeding i D ^ 
any we had previously seen in the interior. We struck the head 
of a broad terpentine sheet of water, covered with a new species 
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of iJucIi. Flooded nr white jjum-trees, of larg* dimensions, grew 
on banks; beyond which, on cither side* there was a bcti of 
open nnd passy fbrestd&nd. Descending to the trees. we were 
at once stopped by a second creek. larger than the first, the main 
channel, of which the first was only a branch. The grass in the 
channel in which we nmc were was so beautifully green and luxu¬ 
riant that I determined on remaining stationary Tor the day, to 
give the horses the benefit of it. and the rest they so much re¬ 
quired after the Long; and fatiguing journey they bad made from 
the depOs. The creek at which I w as thus momentarily esta¬ 
blished was 240 yards broad and 26 feet deep, opposite to our 
camp. It had long serpen due sheets of water both above and 
below us, and a considerable breadth of open and grassy forest¬ 
land on either side* Well lieaten paths, leading from one angle 
of this creek to the other, led me to infer that I should find a 
numerous population upon its banks. Ytt, with the most favour¬ 
able appearance*, this watercourse, like the Murray River, wa* 
in the centre E*f a desert ; for the extensive plains which flanked 
the fcHjlt of forestdand on cither side of it were sterile, and in 
many places herl>Lc*$, and the whole region was a mass of sand. 

u Leaving,the examination of the creek and ranges to the pe¬ 
riod of my return from the interior, I resumed my journey on the 
Hih t and crossing the creek, which trended to the N.W,, I pro¬ 
ceeded northwards, over gra&sv plains, somewhat elevated above 
the earthy nnd flooded flats wc had recently traversed. At 
8 in lies w'c descended to some plains of salsolaceoos character* 
but in the afternoon again ascended to grassy plains, similar to 
those crossed during the early part of the day T and, at 36 miles, 
halted nenr a small puddle left by a recent thunder-storm. 
Feeling that it was necessary to use every precaution in advancing 
into so treacherous a region, wc here dug our first well, in w hich 
we collected all the water we could. On the 15th we travelled 
for a few miles over the same character of Country, but about 
noon we bad the mortification to see once more the sandy ridges 
rising before us, nor was it long ere wc had them on either hand 
as formidable and Imrrrn as ever. They still continued to pre¬ 
serve their former bearing, running up N, in parallel lines at an 
angle of 20 to the W. of (hat point. The flats between were 
♦ either covered w ith salsolacentis plants or comprised the dry beds 
of salt lagoons. Nothing could exceed the sterile and inhospit¬ 
able character the country assumed, or the hopelessness of the 
prospect hefsire us. At sunset we halted at another puddle, but 
the horses bail scarcely a blade of grass, yet they did not dare k> 

* forsake the shallow and muddy puddle. The moon being full, 
wte were enabled by its light to dig our second well* in the event 
* of water failing us in our retreat. We continued onr journey* 

• + 


L-- fcaph Sturts Exploration of (he Interior (f Amt tafia* # 

■ riding at one lime across ike white and dry beds of salt lagoona, 
at cftliers running along the lops of sandy ridgea. At 3 P.xft we 
had a large body of water in front of us, which prorod lo he a 
lake (Lipson Lake), 12 miles in circumference; this lake was 
extremely shallow* and the water in it was perfectly putrid, so 
that it was wholly unfit for use either for ourselves or the animals. 
Barren and inhospitable as this region appeared, it was neverthe¬ 
less inhabited by a more dense population than any other part of 
the interior we had visited. Biding round the shores of the lake* 
we passed several villages, consisting of from twelve lo twenty 
huts. We did not, however, ice any of the natives ; neither were 
there signs of their having recently visited the neighhourhoed. It 
is evident. From the villages being built on the side of the lake, 
that its waiters must at some seasons be fit fur use* They were 
now partly fresh and partly salt, but both smelt and Lasted so bad 
that it was impossible to drink them ; nor could we obtain any 
other than salt water from the wells we dug round about. One 
of the results *of this second expedition was in prove the fact 
that all the creeks w hich Mr. Browne and I hod crossed in our 
first journey were branches of the main creek I had disco* 
vert'd, and that during periods of floods the intended Lite plains 
were under water: thus proving that the drainage was, as I 
imagined, from E. or W* 

^ On leaving the Sake I turned a little to the W + of N., to avoid 
the low and gloomy desert which extended northwards, and at 9 
miles stopped at a shallow puddle* the only one ive had seen 
during the day, in which there was just sufficient water for our 
present use. We were now' at a distance of 100 miles from the 
creek, and although I had taken the precaution of digging wells, 
I could not reasonably or prudently hope that the sandy suit would 
retain the water for many days ; it became therefore necessary to 
find some supply of water on which I could rely before l ventured 
to increase my distance hum our known place" of refuge. After 
long and anxious search, we found a small but deep gutter, al¬ 
most hid from our view by long grass, in which there was a small 
quantity of water. Calculating that this supply would not fail for 
some days, I proceeded onwards, ami rose at once from the Ijcau- 
"Ll f' llL and grassy plains I had just been traversing to the dreary and 
spine-covered ridges by which they w ere bounded to the S,\V_ r 
and which never ceased until we again found ourselves on the out¬ 
skirts of the great tinny desert. The appearance of this desert 
wo* unchanged;. I he stones that covered it were similar in shape 
and colour: bare of vegetation, it was not without a feeling of 
dread that I descended the ridges to commence my journey over it* 
Crossing its trackless surface in a N.N.W* direction, we reached 
a low sandhill at about 14 miles, and, keeping along its base to 
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avoid ihe stones, our horses being: unshod, balled soon after at a ¥ 
smaM puddle ; though the water it contained was inadequate to 
our W4nl4t onr poor animals being fairly worn out with heat and 
pain. On the following day we pursued our journey„ traversing 
plains anti *iiirtdy ridges, and at 7 F.M*« al 29 miles, having failed 
in our search for water, we pulled up on a small patch of 
On the morning of the 2Jib of October we proceeded down the 
little valley in which wc had slept, towards a line of bills that ap¬ 
peared to be about 12 miles distant* end on turning suddenly to 
ihe N. we found that ihe valley opened out upon the Siony desert, 
w hich now extended before us to the base of the hills for which I 
was making. These hills proved to be only sandy ridges of more 
than usual height, covered over with stones similar to those of the 
desert itself, in addition* however, to which, sharp-pointed frag¬ 
ments id indurated quartz appeared to have been driven into the sides 
of the ridges by die force of water. The whole desert, indeed, for some 
miles* presented the appearance of a vast sea-beach, on which a storm 
bad cast up every-shed rock* and half buried them in the strand, 
Frou^ the tup of the highest of these ridges, the eye wandered 
over rrdark expanse of stone; all round the visible horizon the 
line of the desert w&s unbroken—if I except at one point to the 
S E., where thi sandhills wc last had crossed rose above it To 
ihe N\, to die X*W«, and to the N. E., ihe view extended to a 
greater distance than was attainable by us in a day, but nowhere 
could we see a ray of hope. We were now nearly 40 miles from 
the nearest known water, and ihe horses bad already been without 
for more than six ami thirty hours, and were so weak and leg- 
weary that 1 doubled, when the matter was forced on my atten¬ 
tion, w hether they had strength to return lo it, in the event of my 
determining to do so from ibis [‘mint, I was in a situation in 
which a false slop would have eosl us our lives; for the loss of our 
animals, which would have been ihe necessary consequence if I 
had pushed on and failed in obtaining water, would have inevitably 
sealed our fate, 1 felt conscious I hod done all a man could do. 
For 10 long weeks I had slept under the canopy of heaven* and 
had never been sheltered during that time either from ihe scorch* 
ingrays of the sun or the still mure distressing glare of the moon. 
Of all who were with me t 1 alone had been able lo hold up against 
hunger and thirst; f had left those who accompanied me on my 
former jnurnejs sick and disabled at the depot: I had avoided 
no labour, shrunk from no danger; l yet could not bring myself 
lo retreat, but, for some wise purjiose of His own* it had not 
pleased Providence to prosper me on this as on former occasions, 
and in yielding at length lo the force of circumstances, I did so 
under the influence of a Power 1 could not resist,—a Power that 
extended His hand lo save me from that destruction in which nay 
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«impulses would othertme Have involved me. I ultimately 
decided on retreating U> the nearest water m our rear, having piined 
Sat. 25* 5S 1, and long. 139 11 26^ and we accordingly turned hack 
at noon, having advanced about 12 miles from the volley in which 
we had slept, and which we again entered about 4 f.Mj when 
[ gave die horses an hour's rest, but, instead of eating, they 
Crowded around me, as the only one who had bean with them 
and relieved their former wants for water. At 5 iwi, we resumed 
our journey and travelled until midnight; but before then one 
of my horses dropped dead, and t was obliged to abandon him ; 
the others could hardly drag their limbs along, and thus com¬ 
pelled me to halt until the dawn of day, when I again pus tied 
on. and going with Mr. Stuart in advance of the men with the 
pack-horse^, reached the point at which I expected to find water, 
but none any longer remained; tbe channel that contained it was 
dry. 

" ^ fien t hc men came up, they reported that another horse had 
dropped, but that he was at no groat distance* and might vet be 
saved if we could find water, We commenced a search .along 
the line of a little channel funned by a partial and local jlrh inage. 
Our search would have been unsuccessful if we had not been at¬ 
tracted by a solitary pigeon (the only living thing we had seen for 
some days in that dreary wild), which, topping the sandhill* be¬ 
hind us, pitched for a moment in the grass at a short distance, 
&nd then flew' awray. On walking lo the spui, we found a clear 
but small pool of water, small indeed! bat it con Earned sufficient 
to relieve us in our distress; and none but those wbn have been 
similarly circumstanced can estimate the feelings of gratitude by 
which we w r crc overcome, ^ot only was the hcirsc that had been 
left behind saved by this timely assistance, but all the animals, ns 
well as ourselves, were proportionable strengthened for the trying 
journey ^tilL before us. At this point we were in lat. 2/^ 
hmg, 139 ® 3S , and about 137 miles, from the great creek H be¬ 
tween which and the stony desert we had sunk 4 wells, the first 
and l arges t being about 22 miles from us ; m that I had no doubt 
we should still find water, but. with the exception of the little 
channel on the grassy jplain, I had no hope of finding water in 
any other place between it and the crock. a distance of near!) 100 
miles. Considering ibe weak state of the horses. I deemed it ab- 
lutdy nec^^ry to give them a day's rest. On ike morning of 
the 26th we crossed the last portion of the desert, and late in the 
afternoon reached our first well, m which there was still some 
water remaining ; the following morning, however, it was unfit 
for use, so that we could not, mod our horses would not* par take of 
it. On arriving at the water hole in the grassy plain, we fbutiftj 
just sufficient w ater to supply uur w ants, insomuch that w e drained 
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drop from it ljffore we left: bad wc been a ilay later, must • 
assuredly we should nil have perished. * 

il We had now a distance of 88 mile* to travel, nor did I ennui' 
ra^p a hope dint we should obtain water until we reached the 
creek. We kfi the grassy plains at 6 a,m* + and, passing; she soli 
lakes, continued to travel till 6 l*M- r halting- for one hour at nwra. 
VVe had now arrived at our second well, but it bail been dry for 
some days. At 9 r.M. we resumed Our journey, travelling all 
night, and retracing our steps by the light of a'lamp* tbe safety 
of our horses depending tm our pushing forward as rapidly as 
possible. At 5 A.vt, of the 27lb we gained the first well we had 
dug + ami to our infinite joy anil surprise, found a few buckets of 
water jii it, which, if not sufiirienL for our wants, were enough to 
slake I he thirst of the animals, and ensure their being able to per¬ 
forin the remaining d(V miles. At 3 a. si. we resumed our journey, 
nrul H under the Divine favour, gained the creek at 9 a»*i. of the 
tiSih w ith five of the horses, two having dropped just as w e came 
m sight of it. All of them w ere reduced to great weakness, and 
they h^d worn their hoofs down to the quick. Arrived at a place 
of safety, we had no difficulty in saving the dropped liorses, nod 
l lelt that a day or two of rest would in some measure restore 
them. " 1 

hA On reflecting over the circumstance* in which we w ere placed, 
and the work l bad yet to perform in the examination of the 
country and creek to the eastward ; considering (the thunderstorm 
of the I4i U excepted) that not a drop of rain had fallen for nearly 
four months, but that the earth had been subjected to a degree of 
lit at enough to reduce id I i t produced to powder, anil uniter the 
effects of which il wax impossible to calculate tm the deepest pool* 
Jong retaining any water, I felt 1 had no time to lose, if [ hoped 
yet to secure my retreat to the dep6t + with one place only in the 
whole distance— I 18 miles—in which we should find water": l was 
therefore unable to allow the horses more than one day's rest. On 
the 29 th* in the afternoon, 1 proceeded a few miles up the creek, 
and encamped close to a beautiful sheet of water, with abundanc e 
of grass for ihe animal*. On the 2nd of November we had traced 
the Greek upward* more than miles. The higher wc ascended 
the more ihd the sign* of a numerous population increase Now, 
however, the large gum-trees which formerly adorned its hank 
ceased, and a fine species of Melaleuca succeeded* The channel 
losll he grassy intervals in hs bed. and resembled an arm of i be 
sea. There was also a peculiar shade in die water, a large sheet 
of which we were approaching, that raised my suspicions, and 
on tasting I found it to be brackish. A bell of weeds ran round 
lliJk water at some little distance from its margin, and between 
this bell and the brink of the witter wc observed thousands of small 
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■ fish. It Ls remarkable that we had not seen my fish in any other 
of Msc pools, bui on tv in this brackish one, and it immediately 
struck me as corroborative of the westerly drainage of the interior, 
since 1 could no longer doubt that the creeks we had crossed on 
our first journey were branches of this main one, down which the 
fish must be taken in seasons of flood, 

" On the morning of the 3rd we arrived at a pool, the water of 
which was of so deep a blue that I at once concluded it was sals* 
and so we found it—so salt* indeed, that no animal could live in 
it; yet the very next pool above ibis was perfectly fresh. From 
this point the creek gradually fell off; a line of stony elevations 
bounded it to the N, + and some stony plains extended south¬ 
wards; at about 7 miles the hills receded* and a large grassy plain 
runup to the N E„ lit which the creek split into numerous oar- 
row channels. There were now some low rocky lulls distant about 
a mile from the creek; from these the vicw r to the E N,E. and N- 
was over an unbroken grassy plain (Madcay Plains); to the 
S- this immense plain was hounded by low dark hills; but to the 
N*E. and E, the plain bounded the horizon, and we miat have 
gazed upon hundreds of thousands of acres o[ cleared and grassy 
land. On descending front the hill l made for a thick clump of 
gum-trees* under which 1 expected to And water, Mid, on near¬ 
ing ihem T 'observed a party of natives approaching us, I dis¬ 
mounted and, with Mr. Stuart, went to tneei them, 1 learned 
from these people that there was no water to the eastward p but 
that they had their camp rinse to a large pooh under the trees to 
which I was going. One of these men* of whom there were six¬ 
teen, was full six feet three inches in height and all were fine 
men, t made the chief some presents, and they very kindly 
skewed us the way over the creek, fn the distance of S miles we 
communicated with fire tribe*, 1 felt assured, from my know¬ 
ledge of the habits of these people* that we had not yet seen the 
principal tribe of the creek ; and, on ascending a sandhill,, I found 
that 1 had not been wrong in my anticipations. Our appearance 
on the lop of it was greeted by an almost deafening shout from 
about 400 natives, who were assembled below. On our riding 
down, all clamour ceased, on which I dismounted and walked to 
them, attended by Mr. Stuart, No people could have received 
strangers with more kindness than did these receive u* : the fact 
is,, we had &n completely overrun the interior* that our presence 
was known far and wide. We had, in our excursions, fallen in 
with many straggling parties of natives, and had had frequent np- 
port uni ties of relieving them when pressed by thirst* and had ever 
treated them with kindness. There was an open frank manner , 
about them l had never before noticed in my intercourse with the 
aborigines. They were also the finest race of men l had seen on. 


the continent, several of them standing more than six feet high; * 
und F 5f sixty-nine who bad gathered round nnMionc were under fire 
(eel eleven inches. They confirmed the information of there being: 
no water in an y direction beyond them ; and they gave me to 
understand that all tbe water was gone to where we had come 
from; and intimated by signs that the creek rose in the immense 
grassy plain. J found it therefore necessary to torn back at this 
point—3at, 27 c 46*j long T 141 5-1'. On the 9th of November we 
reached the place from which we had started on the 2Sth ultimo, 
hut I could not give the animals any respite or rest; it remained 
to lie seen whether 1 had already delayed too long to have a re¬ 
treat still open to me. We were now 130 miles from the depot; 
the nearest and only water between us and tlie camp was in the 
large pcx>! of the first creek—if indeed my still remained in it— 
and on this question depended our safety, 

tfl Mj horses were now so weak that I was obliged to abandon all 
my heavy luggage, stores, and flour; and I left that creek which 
1 had bee[i tracing w ith such anxious expectations of success, 
doubt hi E whether 1 should reach, if I may so call it, ' my desert 
borne**" - 

** For soni^ timer 1 had felt my strength failing me from both 
paucity and poverty of food, front continued exposure to intense 
heat, from ceaseless fatigue, and! from anxiety of mind; but E 
attributed my debility to these causes, and not to arty latent ma¬ 
lady, We continued our retreat on the 9th, and reached the 
first creek (Strzelecki Creek), Sfi miles from the depot, laic in 
the afternoon, having timed oor retreat to it too closely. There 
was only just w r ater enough remaining to relieve the thirst of the 
horse* on their arrival, in that pool in which, not seven weeks 
before, we had $rcrt the wild-fowls sitting, regardless of our 
approach. We were obliged to make a small Ireneli to drain 
during tlic night what was left, but it was rathrr mud than waler, 
and quite insufficient About 9 a m, of the 10th, so terrific a hot 
wind came on, that 1 really apprehended fatal consequences to 
our animals. At noon, our now only remaining thermometer 
stood at and on my placing it in a fork of a tree, protected 

alike from sun and wind, it soon rose to 1^7 r the height to which 
the instrument was graduated, and ultimately the bulb burst from 
4hc expansion of the mercury. In consequence of the exhausted 
state of several of the horses, 1 found it impossible to proceed 
until 5 a.ii* of the 12th, when we started for the depot, after 
draining up every possible drop of water, retaining one gallon lo 
give to any horse that might fail. At 2 p.m,, and again at 8, l 
bolted for« an hour ; a little before mid nig] it mf favourite horse 
dtoppedj but on relieving him of his load, which I abandoned,, 

1 giving him some water, he revived, hut again fell at 3 o’clock 
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• with another of ike horses- It then appeared to me that my beat 
plifri would be lo push on with Mr, Stuart, and send a dra^fmm 
the camp with water for the relief nf the men, whom 1 directed to 
move quietly on + We reached the stockade l Pori Grey) at I I 
a. \t, of the I4lh, but found it deserted; the: party had fal len 
back on llse old depot* in consequence of the putridity of the 
water. The men came up at midnight with the loss of the horiea 
which had given in before I left them. Here we were compelled 
to remain four days before the animals could move, I then Again 
preceded ike men with Mr* Stuart, having 72 miles to ride, pro¬ 
mising to send a dray with water the moment 1 reached the camp. 

I rude this distance in excess:ire pain* ami after having been on 
horseback 18^ hours* dismounted, feeling very unwell* On the 
following morning T was confined to my mattress unable to move. 
My muscles had contracted and become ns rigid as boards, my 
limbs refused their office, and l was laid prostrate. Wu returned 
from this journey with the loss cif three hi uses only, after an 
absence of hie weeks, during winch we had ridden mote than 
&G0 miles- 

** Although I had thus providentially reached the depftt ih safety, 
it was nevertheless a matter of doubt whether the door was still 
open f» r our return to the Darling. The country was in so 
fearful a state from the coptinuanre of the drought, that the ortlU 
nary course of nature appeared arrested. For a period exceeding 
a twelvemonth, only two days' rain had occurred (excepting the 
thunderstorm), whilst, on the other hand, the heat had beep ex¬ 
cessive, greater, perhaps, than any travel I or was ever rx posed to 
before- The air occasionally became so rarified, that we had a 
diFKculty in breathing, and were obliged to turn our faces from 
the scorching blasts that crossed the burning region in which we 
were, on the almost molten surface of which, any matches acci¬ 
dentally dropped immediately ignited. There was a distance 
between os and the Darling of 270 miles. On our way up the 
country wc had stopped at a creek (Flood Creek), in which there 
was a tolerable supply of water, but from it wc were distant 1 18 
miles: between us and that creek there was a smaller one (Burr 
Creek), at 40 miles, in which I hoped there might still be water. 
To that creek I seal Flood two days after my return, but he 
brought back nothing but disappointment ■ it had long been dry. * 

“ We were now aware that there was tio water nearer to us than 
118 miles - and even there it was extremely doubtful whether any 
remained r Unable myself to move, at n moment w hen toy eier- 
duns and my example were equally necessary* doubtful whether 
we should not have to pass another summer in this gloomy region* 
it was under such circumstances that Mr. Browne, who aliencJi-tl 
me ms medical officer, and whose niton cion mud zeal deserve jpy - 
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warm eat commendations, volunteered to proceed to the creek, flu 
which aur topes were now centred, to ascertain if water still je- 
miiined in iu To consent to his leaving me in run such a risk 
out of the question, unless I could by some expedient or 
other supply him with ivater sufficient to ensure his probable 
safety. In this extremity, 1 directed one of the bullocks to be 
fibpl* and filling the hide with water, cent it on a dray to the dis¬ 
tance of 30 miles on uur homeward road. I then arranged with 
Mr. Brown* that he should take the light cart with one horse, and 
3G gallons of water, a day's journey beyond where the dray might 
Slop, and then, quitting the cart, ride to the creek, leaving half 
the water in the carl for his return. None of the horses [ bad 
brought back could have undertaken ibis journey, but we fortu¬ 
nately bad left a horse for Mr. Browne's which it was deter¬ 
mined be should now take; find 1 may truly say, that no men 
ever witnessed the departure of a com pan ion from amongst them 
ukh greater interest than did we the departure of Mr. Browne on 
this, to uh h most important occasion. 

‘"Du the sixth day he returned to us with the joyful news that 
we w ere just in time, sufficient water w as still in" the creek to 
supply our wauls during a passing visit, but no more; and what 
there was, he iaid* was as black as ink. Zt behoved us T therefore, 
to make all haste; but to have driven the cattle on without the 
means of relieving them once on this journey in such frightful 
weather was impossible; l therefore directed three other bullocks 
to be killed* and with their In ties we were enabled to leave the 
depdt with GOO gallons of water* at 7 p.m., of the 0th of Decem¬ 
ber* not daring to stir during the heal of the day. This remark¬ 
able retreat occupied eleven days, during six of which we travelled 
both night and day. We reached! the Darling on the 20th, 
without the loss of a single sheep, ami, under the Divine blessing, 
joined the party sent out to our relief at the junction of the 
Willmrara. 

M For seven weeks 1 was lifted in and out of the light cart ; but 
I thank God that 1 rallied under the generous diet that hail been 
sent to me by my friends, and reached Adelaide on the 13th of 
January, 1846, in comparative health.” 

Km — Opr. 3turt*-i esleufiibtM uf hii 3oii K iitiJhi nr* l:awd upan ib*t ot LaiJIf*'* 
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i iflj —On the YaAg-U&hhinng* By the Kilt lit Hon. Lord 
* CorcdEstF-R and Gapt. Cou.inson, R.X., C.B. * 

(Head MnnfrftImd, 1*17.) 

[Among the important rnulca attending the campaigns in China* may fee 
ranked the knowledge obtained of the course of this magnificent rarer 
from the sea tn Nanking. hi the autumn of I340 p Capt. Bethuiie^ 
in H. SL 5, 11 Conway/ with the * Algerine/ Capt. Mason, and fht 
1 Young Hebe/ was directed by Admiral Elliot to explore the entrance 
of the Yang-tfize^kiang t a service of peculiar difficulty, which he 
effectively performed ia the mouths of July, Aocoit, and September ; 
and penetrated a* high as Fuhshorn, 80 miles from its mouth- 't he 
talk of conducting the fleet up the river in l£42, wu* intrusted 
Ly Sir W. Parker to Captains Kdlett and Colli he on ; who au'bec* 
quenily, with the assistance of Lieut, llcweti, LH^ completed the 
survey from Nanking to the tea. 

Tlie first portion of this memoir Is the result of the labours of these 
officers j the latier part is from nn account drawn up l>y Lord 
Colchester,, who accompanied the embassy of Lord Amherst in 
lSIG t and Was by him directed to make a sketch of that portion 
of the fiver which the emhfift&v ascended from Kw&chow* at the 
outlet of the Grand Cuna], to the Poyang lake, with observa¬ 
tions as the Jealousy of the Chinese would permit.] 

The e in hunch uro of the Vang*Uz«-kUng is afadut 60 miles wide 
at Tsyng ining island, between points Conway and Voti^-ts^R- 
klan*r: it is divided into two branches by that island, which is 
entirely fdluvjriL being 3D mi lea long anti 9 broad. It was 
formerly styled Kiojig-shc* or J The Toiigtie of the River/ and was 
used m a place of banishment for criminals* by whom embank* 
men Eg were built ; thus, from being a sandy desert, it became 
very fertile, and was established about the end of the last dynasty 
(a.d. 1600) as a 11 Heeo/‘ or district magistracy of the third class. 
The cotton-emps are very abundant, and the land is lightly taxed 
in consideration of the exertions made \o recover it from the sea. 
There is also a manufactory of salt, and a large fishery . 

The eastern end nf the island (called by the Chinese Chang- 
ihway, or Deep Water Point) is in lab 3P PL, and long. 121® 
51 f E. from Greenwich, and is distant 15 miles from the southern 
bank of the river; the intervening space being much obstructed 
by sand 4>ank$, 

Twenty miles eo the E + of Taung-ming is the island of Sha- 
wemhan, which rises to the height of 1% feet above the sea; its 
geographical position being 3l y 25/ N, and \22* 1 i* E. 

The Amherst rocks and Ariadne reef lie to the southward 
of Sbaweisban; the former, which is 10 feet above the sea 
at high-water* is in lat. 31° IP j>T. p ami long. J22 e 22 p E, 
The latter has 3 feet water over it at low tide, and bears W. by 8. 
i S-, 71 miles from the former. 
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Gutxlaff Island (210 feet high) lies 52 miles to die ^ "of m 
thes*; its position being lat. 30* 47' N- and long. 122™ U« E, 

11 is 1? miles from the southern cape of the Yang-tsze-kjang. 

None of these islands or rocks are sufficiemiy large to afford 
protection in bad leather, and they are too far from the entrance 
to afford good leading marks over the bar, rendering the naviga¬ 
tion somewhat difficult. Arrangements have been made fur the 
erection of beacons to facilitate the navigation* and the Chinese 
Government have been induced to guarantee their being pre¬ 
served, Keying also has come forward most handsomely, having 
ordered the expense of their erection to he home by his Govern¬ 
ment. The most important channel into the river is along (he 
southern bank, in winch there is a depth of 24 feet at low water j 
iss trend being N*\V\ J W. 50 miles. The shoal water extends 
lo seaward, opposite the southern cape of the Vaiig-t 5 ze-klang% 
which is called Tee-pan-yen-sba, or Hidden Sand* by the 
Chinese. On the northern side, two of the sand-banks, visa.. 
Mouse and Bush Islands, tit the distance of 19 and 29 miles from 
the sand-heads, have* like Tsung-ming, liceo reclaimed from the 
sea, but f| a more recent date. The Whangpoo (or, m it has 
been improperly called, the Woosung River) joins the Yang-ls^e- 
kiang opposiEe Bush Island, being rather less than a mile wide at 
the junction; on the right is the walled town of Paouahan * the 
village of Woosung is upon the same side 2^ miles fan her up, 
and is a miserably dirty street, but derives its importance from 
being the custom-house, at which all the Chinese junks bound to 
Siam* Cochin-China, Singapore, &c. clear, both cm arriving and 
departing. 

Shanghae (in lat. 3V 15' N«, and long. 121® 29 r E.) i 5 on the 
left hank of the Whangpon ; the distance from Woosung by the 
river being 13 miles, and by land between 8 and 9, Shanghae 
is still called a boo car lake. The image of the man who h said 
to have recovered it is preserved in the temples ; and once a-year 
is borne round the walls, followed by a large portion of the 
population. This town, to which we have now access, and conse¬ 
quently uninterrupted water communication* by means of the 
Imperial Canal, w ith the northern provinces of the empire* haa 
already more lban fulfil Jed the eager anticipations of (hose who 
. from the first took an interest in the place. Floats laden with 
cargo at Shanghae can communicate with eight different pro¬ 
vinces, the most Important* rich, and populous of the whole 
empire. 

The facility of intercourse will, ere long, constitute this port a 
formidable rival lo Canton ; ns there \$ not unly the advantage of 
immediate communication with the Grand Canal, but we are also 
* brought considerably nearer to those localities which produce the 


^stlpje articles of exportation, viz., lea and raw silk. Hotwchow- 
foopon the smith-western bank of the Tae Hoo Lake, is theigrcat 
centre for colkrting the Nanking raw silk ; n is reached from 
Shanghai in a dispatch-boat in 36 hours, 

Hw uv-cl to w- ft », Lbe eastern side of the mnss of LuIIe, where 
the green leas are produced, is reached by easy water communi¬ 
cation by lx>at£ laden with cargo in 10 days. The climate tiho 
feel tig well adapted to European constitutions K and the intercourse 
with the natives being free from that ill-will which the Canton 
people appear determined to foster* will tend to render this a 
more favoured resort* 

A plot of ground, with water-frontage, immediately N, of the 
city, has been allotted to foreigners; opposite to whic h. vessels 
draw ing 1“ feet of water are enabled to anchor \ and a custom¬ 
house for the especial use of the foreign trade 1ms been erected in 
the immediate vicinity. (See note at the end of this paper,— Ed.) 

Shailgline is a city of the third duos, under the jurisdiction of a 
district magistrate ; but in the city is the residence of a Tftuutnc, 
i*r Military f mend a in of Circuit of the Department* of Soo-chou- 
foLH. Sung-kiang-fiH> T and Tac-tsang-djo w. This officer raid' s here 
in consequence of being ex officio the Comptroller of Maritime 
Customs of the province of Ki angnan ; and boriscq gently the 
superintendence of the trade with the western nations is under his 
control. 

The WoQsung river joins the Wbnngpoo to the K. of Stumghue, 
forming the northern Wuttdnry of the local ion allotted to us.^ By 
this river the grain j unks go to the Great Canal, w hich it joins in 
the vicinity of 8oo-cbow-foo- a dispatch-hunt can reach that city 
from Shanghai* in 10 hours. [ lie l aouiae once made a journey 
from Shanghai to Nanking in the winter in 9 days/ as fol¬ 
lows !— 

By Water- From Shangliac to Suo-chow , a 35 hours 
o wt SotS-dlOW t Q Cliin-kianc-foo 48 Ia 

By Land. From Chiu-kiang-foo to Nanking . 14 „ 

He wm there during the day, and, alerting in the evening, had 
a quicker return. The iron steam 'Vessels of the expedition 
pursued the course of the Wbangpoo river, in a southerly and 
westerly direction, 40 miles beyond Shanghai, in the first 30 of 
w hich they had a depth of more than 4 fathoms; at tbe distance of 
23 miles from the town on the left bank is a creek p the entrance* 
to which was defended by a battery. and which leads in all pro¬ 
bability to Sung-kiang-fo£ The latter, which most likely will be 
found within a mile of the Whangpoo, b the chief city of I he 
department : the country 111 the immediate vicinity of the river is 
a dead flat: the only hill visible, which is (S mile* from the bunks 
here, is in lot. 31* H f N,, and long. 121° 7* E. Seventeen mdes 
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beyond this creek they am veil at the fecn^Iian lakcj Lavingjfrst , 
passed over n depth of G feet, Hr re the Whangpoo ccnses.ihut 
the w^ter-com inumcaiion unites with the Grand Canal in the 
direction of Kea-hiiig-foo, and thence leads to Hang-chow-foo 
(ihe provincial city of the Che-kiang province)* which can be 
rear] led in 30 hours from Shatigbae, 

*Tbe boats are very comfortably filled up for the accommoda¬ 
tion of passengers, and usually contain three apartments. The 
bom me,! occupy a raided platform at the stern* and ihe universal 
inode of propulsion is the scull, at which from three to six men 
work I they are fined with two taunt (tall) spars, w hich are 
steppedj like sheers, in a Frame on the roof for hoisting a sail; 
and so arranged as to be easily let down, in order to pass under 
the bridges, the bright of the arches being generally loss than S 
feel imm the water, Channel*- into which the title Hows, inter¬ 
sect the country in all directions, forming the means of com muni- 
cation throughout the whole district. 

Flie country on the eastern side of the Wfiangpoo par lakes of 
I lie same character, Cotton is everywhere extensively cultivated, 
as the wtqpiiy to the sea is supposed to improve Us quality. Tlmi 
tins tract has long been gained from the sea is proved by the fact 
of there being frfup walled towns on this side, and also by the 5 l*e 
of ihe trees. A portion however (about 13 miles long and 2 
wide) has been reclaimed more recently: and the land is still 
extending, affording, without ihe outer"embankment, excellent 
pasturage for cattle; and some cart*, almost the only ones we met 
with in the southern parts of ihe empire, were seen here. 

The builds, or embankments, which arc 10 feet high and ’20 
broad P are vast monuments of the labour and industry of the 
inhabitants, and plainly prove the dense population or the district, 
whirh is amply corroborated by the constant succession of villages 
and hamlets. ’ ^ 

Returning to the main river, its width opposite to the junction 
of the Wliangpoo b 6 miles, with a depth of 8 and 9 fathoms. 

Bush Island lies 5 miles V. of Paonshan Point; the navigable 
channel is, however, confined to 2 miles by sand-ban k s, through 
which there is a channel in the vicinity of I louse Islet, which h 
used by the junks trading lo the northern ports or to Tsung 
Rung; hi it there is a depth of L>J fathoms nl low* n atcr ; it j s 
intricate, and by no means so eligible a channel Lo enter by as the 
hitiihcrn one. The same may be said of those on the northern 
side of Tsung-rmng, no less than 4 of which were explored, 
until a depth of less than 3 fathoms was attained. The difficult v 
of fixing the positions in a rapid exploring sunej of this de¬ 
scription. which must have been attended with great labour and 
* fruxiety, wv*is r in some measure* obviated by having recourse to tht* 

“ tol. xnt. t 




* artificial horizon on the ship's deck at alack tide * anti is a useful 
him lo those who may be similarly situated in an enemy's country* 
without remarkable features la aid therm and with the natural 
horizon in that ili-tle fined stale it usually is in the vicinity of large 
rivers. 

Twelve miles to ihe N* of Tsung-ming is another Urge island, 
but of this portion, with the exception that you cannot enter line 
river on this side without passing over a depth of less than 18 
feel nt low-water, little is known* The junks, however, are 
numerous, and are seen at anchor among the shoals in all 
directions 

Between ihe Ynng-tsze-kiiing and the Wliangho, or Yellow- 
River, there are & ports available for firrmll vessels, and which 
communicate; according to the Chinese maps, with the Grand 
Canal* previous to its junction with the Yellow River; but all the 

f ulols who were questioned Concerning the navigation of the 
JUtcr, desenlied u as impracticable* owing lo the strong tides and 
shifting sands ; and that the junks, when opposite to its mouth * 
were compelled to stand far out to At the mouth of the 

Yang- isze-kiang the tide flows on full and change days tTnlLL 12 
o'clock, and the rise and fall is L> feet. At WiKJsung the tides 
arc 2 boors later _ and the riser is 18 feet* * * 

\\ 0 left the maul or S. branch of the river where the Whang 
Poo joins it, or 30 miles from the mouth ; the deep-water channel 
continues on that side 17 miles further; and here is the con¬ 
fluence of ihe Lew-ho River, which is important, tin it was 
deepened and made navigable direct to Sou-chow about 10 years 
stnre by ihe celebrated Commissioner Lin. Flowing from Sou* 
chow it forms a junction with the Woonmg River at a place 
called Sha-ho; and then passing the district towns of Kwitn- 
fiban and Sinyang {which are both contained within the same 
walls), and the departmental city of Tae-txang* it reaches the 
\ P aug-ts7c, being confined near the mouth by a dam, up which the 
boats are drawn by means of an inclined plane and capstans* 
The distances of those places from the river may be assumed its 
follows:—- 

Soo-cbow - . + * ¥ 40 miles 

Kwfinshan and Simang * 22 * f 

Tac-tsang-chow « * " * 14 n 

The deep-water channel then lake* a turn to the northward, 
passing ch«c to Point Han ey (the w estern end of Tseng ming, 
and named after n young midshipman of the * Conway/ who was 
killed here in a skirmish with the Chinese, w hile landed with a 
foraging-party). Point Harvey is separated from T*ung-mmg. 
■nd is <Ttlled Clmng-an-sha by the Chinese, N,W T , 4 miles fnvn 
it. is Mason Island (so called after the Commander of the. 
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' Algerine’J, tin* clianne] be (wen tbe two being 3 ratfewM* 
™*F: ““ between Msacm Island and the N. side of the 

nvnr t) fathoms (Jeep and 6 miles wide. 

J ! «™ Himj Point [lie trend of the reach is W. by N, 4 N.„ 
and J l miles from it the river contracts its width to 5 miles, with 
a depth of 13 fathoms; this may be termed the throat; the 
dUtnnee from the sea in a straight line being 55 miles, and bv 
e . . channel 70 miles. The flood here runs only I hours": 
and some bills begin to make their appearance * those on the N, 

. i h X e " n rtl ™. and are 3* miles from the rivers 

stdH, On tbe bank, and 6 miles inland, is another and larger 
rinse; and 9 miles above Point Plover (as the point on the 
southern side of the nver at its throat has been termed) some 
low Udls Come down to t|m water's edge, which are culled 1'Qb* 

f ?!' ,r Vi° ,5?" \ an i ^ ■■ an uniwrtant com muni cation 

with the ( ,rand Can], affording the shortest nccoss to the city of 
Foochow Irom the river, the distance being about 30 mi [ns. The 
rub-aoan creek, on its way tn Soo-chmv, passes through a walled 
town, wind] it divide* into the districts of Chnng-Jeuc and Chaou- 
Nan; according to the Chinese maps, these are situated at the 
eastern foot of tip? lulls mentioned in the last paragraph. 

J bus far C apt, Betliujie's chart carried us, and we had now to 
grope our way where the officers of the Chinese empire had 
reported to their master it was impossible fur us to go ; and the 
only information for our guidance was the account of the vigil of 
ie pirate CoJpnga : who, Lc Cornpie informed us, "passed 
easily up to \ ftuking;” but at present the Chinese vessels of 
carriage do not enter the river, either because the mouth is choked 
Up, or it is disused that the knowledge of it may by degrees he 

The channel between Plover Point and Fiihshan is along the 
southern bank* hut at F uhslian at crosses over t» the northern snle 
of the river; and it was some time before a sufficient depth of 
water or the 'Cornwallis and the larger transports was dis¬ 
covered. On oar return down the river two months subsequently. 

, fre ?‘“* bai1 washed away many of the shoal*, and a good 

channel wag formed; so this portion of ihe river, from its constant 
changes, will probably be found the most difficult part of the 
navigation; tbe distance across is 12 miles, and ti,e course about 

Here, on the tV. side of the river, is the mouth of tbe Lang- 
shan creek, which leads to the city of Tung-chow-foo (the capital 
of this department), and which will probably lie found about 4 
ith <?* from iherircr; (rum it there is an inland water^emn ta uni* 


* Tbe pu-i^ borne junks termin^e ibtir Tmjage at FuMum. 
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* cation northerly, which, passing within 30 miles of the coast, nnd 
cpitlmun leafing with the sea by six estuaries, forms an ifllaud 
navigation to the eastward of the Grand Canal, which it joins at 
Wei-g&fi-Ebo ; Laving first passed the towns of Jcioknou iiml Vcn- 
citings whence it bikes a westerly direction, crossing the N. head 
of the Shay-yang lake, Yen-ching, by the Chinese maps, 
appears to have an immediate ft jm muni cat ion with the sea by iBe 
Sin-yang creek, and will probably be found a lar^e emporium, 
but difficult to be pot at in consequence of the shoals, 

Tung-chow-fw, however, is likely to become hereafter a favour- 
able mart to foreigners, as lit us far the tides—those aids to navi¬ 
gation in rivers—are felt, FCeashan, which at first appears like 
an Islet, is an isolated cliff on the S, shore, about 16 miles from 
Fuhsban; the trend of the intervening coast being thence 

it runs W, by S, i S,, and at the distance of 7 miles the hills 
again approach the river. 

The town of Ktang-yin is situated on the southern side of the 
river, and 116 miles from the mouth, being nearly environed by 
hills; a spur from which, siresching out into the river, yarrows 
its width to liltte more than a mile, and affords mi eligible 
position for defence. 

Kiamg-yin is a place of importance* and affords another com¬ 
munication with the Grand Canal at the district towns of Kin 
Kwei, and Woo-yang* which are situated at the N. end of the 
Tae-bo® lake. On the X. side of the river there in the district 
town of Tfiing-kiang-heen, situated close to tin- river's side, but 
was noi perceived by us ; it communicates with the eastern canal 
at Jookaoti, and there is also a branch which runs westerly, nearly 
parallel to the river, to Taebing. The effect of the tide ceases 
to be felt here, there living no regular daily rise end fall or 
change in the direction of the stream. 

The Tug-lStt, from Kiang-yin, takes a XV . by N. direction; 
and L$ miles above the town is Starling Island, where the navi- 
gable portion of it becomes much confined, the deep water being 
close along its eastern si Litre, 

The banks on the southern shore are low cliffs, with several 
large creeks communicating with the chief city of the department, 
Chang-chow-foo, situated on the Great Canal, and which will 
probably be found about 8 mi lea from the river* The N. shore, 
which is very liule elevated above the river, abounds with rushes, 
and is intersected ^ itl* creeks* some of which communicate with 
Tabbing, a town of the third class, about 7 miles inland: and, if 
faith can be placed in the Chinese maps* afford* another inland 
navigation, as channels branch off to Jonkaoi^ tm the eastern 
canal, and also to the city of Tac-bing, and from thence to tlie 
Imperial Canal- Surfing Island is 5 miles long, and towards the* 
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N-i>ntl is separated into 4 by narrow channel * : opposite t»"he* 
end■ of it F on ilae side of ihc river, is Shayaou i ftek, 

ivfiieli, after separating a large tract* communicate* with the main 
branch 20 miles higher up; there is a depth of 3 fathoms 
throughout it. From iki* island the river trends X. 10 miles* 
the deep water being Oft the western side; it then takes a westerly 
itirn, with a m tt Idle ground, a portion uf which Is dry w hen the 
river is low. Pursuing this coarse 8 miles it turns to the S.+ and 
the Chooshan hills, with a temple on their suminil, will be seen 
extending their spurs imo the custom side uf the river; from their 
s-iiii[toi! a splendid coup tl u t'/ of the whole country was obtained, 

I he Sbayaou creeks mentioned above, joins the main river 
immediately tfi the S k of these hills. The course of the river to 
the VV. of Chous ban is most carious, forming a circular basin 
about H in ales in diameter, which, however, was nearly filled up 
by 6 islands. The navigation, nnLwiihfiiaikditig* proved simple 
enough, as the deep water was found alucg the right bank of the 
nver: but the strength of tbe current proved a Serious obstacle* 
compelling us to wait several days for a skint of wind. Following 
the southern shore (which here presented n nearly continuous 
range nJ lulls), at the distance of 12 miles the river look a sudden 
turn to the tt ., disclosing at once Kmshan, or Golden Island, 
with its handsome pagoda and heauliful buildinga: attention, 
however, was fir$L ol all attracted by Silver Island, which lies 
exactly at the turn of the river, being separated front the southern 
bank by a channel -i cables* length wide* through which the 
Current was boiling with great rapidity. The temples on it are 
prettily situated, embosomed in trees, with which the islet is 
nearly covered ; at the water’* side was a spacious landing-place, 
or tin in riiied with fantastic gale way * p and on the main opposite, 
w Inch was a precipitous cliff, was a broad flagged quay, affording 
the junks the means of tracking their way against a current which 
even die steam-vessels found a difficulty itt stemming. Galleries 
were run along the face of the eli IT, communicating with ch*m- 
bers ho [lowed out of the ruck, the strange shaped peep-holes nut 
ul which afforded great amuse menu 

The reach now opening upon us look a W* by S. direction ; 
and upon tin southern shore,, or right bank of the river, 2 
miles above Silver 1*9and, and about dOO yards from the water. 
*idc, appeared the walls of a city* which proved to be the one we 
were in search of, w rip C lun-kuang-foo, The opening of the 
Imperial Canal was not distinguished; but we disLwred what 
pleased us nearly as mucb^large heaps of cool pded up bv the 
water-side ready for our use- Some buildings also, totally unlike 
tl*? Chinese style of architecture, and an respond mg in some 
measure with our own, caught our attention, and proved after¬ 
wards to overlook the entrance to the canal* 


* t 


1^8 


On the Titnp-tMze-kiang* 


. ft* accompanying plan of this communications of the Imperial 
Cottifl with the river will show* its connexion better ih;ni *iny 
description. 

('bin-kiang-fbu* known as well by the denomination of King- 
kow, or Mouth nf the C apital, is the residence of the Ini^iukiH 
of Circuit of the Departments of Chin-Jtiaiig mad C bang-chow. 
Here alst> is o M wanckow J nr Ear garn^n under the command iif 
a LietHOnanhfieneml. 

Kinshnn, or Golden Island, situated J * mile west of ibe city, was 
found to be in lat, 32 13* N\ and long'. 1 M' ISSindea bv 
the river* and 1.30 in a straight line from the sea ; it m near I v in mid* 
channel, whicb is hero three-quarters of a mile wide, and covered 
widi trees and building (the tiles of which are gaudily glazed)* 
and was pronounced by every one to merit its Dam a. 

I Jir southern bank of the river is beautifully diversified by bills, 
with which the city is nearly surrounded : the N* shore presents 
nothing but a level plain, fringed toward* ibe water with reeds, 
except to the N .W . ol Golden Island, inhere low dills make their 
appearance, f I ere are t be remai ns of 1 be wnl led town of K w*pk ,w w 
m^w nearly deserted, but through which the principal atm uf the 
Imperial Canal j»k«* About 6 miles PC of it is the temple of 
h;u3U-imn-sze H in the angle formed by the divilion of the Im¬ 
perial Canal into two brandies,—one leading to Kwochow from 
Vangebow-foo, which is distant about G miles, and it the chief 
mty of the department; ami the other lo Ecliing, beyond which 
^ T J 0l ? a ^tng-tsw!* forming the ufllltL coumiunit-atioEi with 
IVankmg, This temple * contain* iiOO priests, and within its en¬ 
closure stands a pagoda, ascended by J36 steps: from the top is 
an extensive view. To the \\ h the city of YangcU>w*W 
with its pag^la, surrounded by a level ami well-wooded emm- 
tty, an many placo inundated : f under foot ore the goldens 
oi the temple, conLmmug artificial rocks and pleas of water: to 
the the branches of the canal wind their way m the Yan^ tsze 

W,l 1 hlbe “ U, ? d t,f Ki '^n, and™ CJUCMIW raS 
ofhighkilb, bounding (he view in that direction. 

TLe surrounding county is cdliwtod will, riw, bera*, buck- 
wheat, nud Kriuu-icaii<r (a species of millet, from which is inaim- 
6Ctu £f “ in *mall quantities; mulberry-uees, 

bamboos. ll.e small-leafed elm, and other trees were observed 

Sut tiules west of Kwadiow commence* o hm island, separated 
from ibe N. bank of the river hy n channel about the br.'adik „f 
tlic T baton at Richmond ; it i, 5 miles long, low and flat, chiefly 

— 1 *'! fT a Uatti by , ll ' e «* embankments. 

J *?, tonnboth of the fleet postal on the southern side of it, the 
northern channel having only 15 feet in some places. 7 
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Opposite to its west end. on the southern shore, is a Iftrge* 
creef, which will probably form another inland. and communicate 
ivuh the main river near the Sekeu Wills, thus giving the boats an 
opportunity of escaping ihe strong si ream in the main branch t 
w hich generally funs 3, and sometimes attains a velocity of 5, knots 
per hour. Our large Chinese chart, which would probably have 
s<?t the question at rest, unfortunately does not extend to the west¬ 
ward of Chm-kiang-foo, 

I he mouths of the canals^for there are two of them which 
communicate with E chi tig. and thence join the Imperial Canal- 
are 13 and 14 miles from Golden Island, the river running due 
west. 

^ e w *[ e ™nr tongcr in a " terra incognita/ 1 Laving come, 
at Chin-kiang-foo, on the track of L>rtl Amherst's embassy, and 
were supplied from the Hydrographic Office with a chart of lids 
portion of the river by Lord Colchester, who accompanied that 
expedition. 

Great numbers of vessels, of different Construction, were King 
in this* channel: the salt-junks are very remarkable, being built 
nearly in <he farm of a crescent, the stern rising in some of them 
nearly 3D h e; and the prow 20, while ihe mast is 00 feet high : * 
they are said to convey salt from the coast up the Chang* kiang (the 
conventional name applied to the Yaflg-Lsze by the inhabitants), 
as high is the province of Hookwang j the return-cargo general lv 
consisting of coal. They differ much in their build from the 
junks at Shanghne, and. not having been noticed at ihe latter 
place, are probably not permitted to pass lower down the river 
than huhshaii; ninny of them had chain-cables and iron anchors 
or grapnels. 

The ri ver beyond the West Ecking creek take* a W.S.W. turn ; 
3 mites above a the most considerable range of hills we had hitherto 
seen on the IV. side of the river, cornea down to the water-side. 

Seven mile* further on the same side is the mouth of the Lew ho 
creek flowing into the Yang-tsjw-.kiang from the NAY. The 
pagoda of Lewbo-been stands on a hill, 7 miles in the $ame direc¬ 
tion. Immediately opposite, on the southern shore, are theSekeft 
hills, the highest of which is remarkable from two trees and a 
small jtiss-Lciuse on its summit, whence a fine new of the count ry 
was obtained, and the whole course of the river from Golden 
Island traced : on the N. shore another creek was seen joining the 
Lfiwhpp one -1 miles S. of the pagoda, and running into the main 
river 5 miles further up : directly at the font of the hill was a 
creek, which was traced so far in an easterly directum as to give 
riAii to the surmise that it communicated again with the river> 
fsYming a large island. 
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* 1> I he westward the view was obstructed by numerous hills, 

wtiirfh now rose on both sides of the Kiang, rendering ii doubtful 
which mj it would turn, and forming an agreeable clmnge.lo i he 
dull monotony of the level country we bail hitherto been tra¬ 
versing, * * 

Three and a half miles further, the river changed its course four 
points, the reach trending W.N, W*, the fora of the stream on tile 
southern shore bring inrntd by some bold red bluffs. which were 
named after the - Cornwallis (Sir W Piker's flag-ship), in order 
to jjerpeluate the name of the first line-of-baEik» ship that pone- 
I rated thus far from the sea, and sailed farther from saltwater 
ih^u any of her predecessors, except those launched on the Ca¬ 
nadian likes. 

Two miles from Cornwallis Bluff the island nfTsaouhea com¬ 
mences ; it is nearly 7 miles in ok lent, being separated from the 
south shore by a channel 200 yards wide, with a depth of 5 tmd 
more fathoms. 

The main branch* which is a mile wide, continues in a W*N,W, 
direction 5 miles from the bluff, and then takes a 6* IV. ^ S a turn* 
the north-western shore being lined with bills, at ilic*bnhibcrn 
termination of which was a pagoda (Pingsban) and a small bat- 
tery. " * * 

Supposing, from all accounts^ that the city of Nanking was 3 
miles inland, and deeming ourselves opposite to ii 7 the ivvo little 
surveying-vessels, - Sterling* and ' Plover/ were left here, and their 
captains returned in the iron steam-vessels to pilot the Heel urn 
Jo the interim, Lieut. R;Me of the - Plover' pushed hh researches 
3 miles further, and, coining upon the angle of a watted town, hail 
the satisfaction of discovering that the flag-ship could be placed 
w ithin 1300 yards of Nanking, the defences of w hich appeared 
well manned and armed, but. instead of interfering, or preventing 
Ins making a plan by which the - Cornwallis 4 wn& conducted at 
once to her berth, they scntmi board an officer with a present and 
a jiaper* which afterwards proved S<> be a proposal for peace. 

Thus a river-navigation of “225 miles was concluded, 150 of 
wlocii were previously unknown; and the fact that more than 70 
sm oi vessels penetrated thus far without eucoumering a disaster 
sufficient to render any one of them inefficient, will at once reflect 
creditably upon thw who commanded, and, at the same time, 
Jinive the river ndnumbly adapted for navigation, 

TLc city of Nanking, M present called feudally) Kiaugning, 
or the duel city oI that department, is a hot,t 31,700 yards or H 
English mile* in tomferenw, befog shaped something like ft 
ham that has bronem m hro difTerenl places : tW hnuctle, which 
“ nortter *' ™ d ' ljc,r ? Vards from i| ln waMsr ^ :lf , fl 
marly opposite the southern etui of Tsnoubea island, 

Commencing on the western side, the walls of the dtv which 1 
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are generally above 40 feet high, Lake a S.E. by S. tlire^ifon^ 
enekising some low hills; a canal or creek runs nearly paralkd lo 
the ivpjl. in some cases approaching close lo it; at its entrance on 
cacti side is a considerable suburb, same of ike boo sirs in which 
had more than two inches water on their floors during a fresh in 
* August. 

* I ei an angle of the wall, and not cpiile a mile from the X. 
comer, is the Esung pate, which is little used, ibis portion of 
the city being hut thinly inhabited- Two miles further the hills 
end. and the wall lakes a SwE. direction. On this face are the 
Shit-hi tig and Sanshnn gates., the w hole length of the stmth-western 
side of the city being rather more than 9000 yards. This angle 
is thickly populated, and forms an area (exclusive of the Tartar 
portion) of about 9| English miles* The canal passes close under 
ibe corner of the wall, and there is a branch leading off lo the 
westward,, which communicates with the Kiang 4 miles io the S* 
of Tsarmhea island. The wall then turns to she E. by S. for 
1600 yards* ami nearly midway is the Tsupan gaEe* opposite to 
w hich, and on the we st e rn side of the canal r Stands the celebrated 
|inrce!nii| tower: iL is of nine stories ami 2i>0 feet high* -will] pro¬ 
jecting balconies at each *Eory t the balustrades of which, formed 
of stucco, are highly glazed in gaudy colours. 

The view from the summit was exceedingly pleasing, as nearly 
the whole of the interior of the city could Liu traced* together with 
the adjacent country, the large lent-like roof* of the temples, 
ami the curious gable-ends of the pawnbrokers' shops, shone aul 
ummg the sra of houses below, which were so closely packed 
together that the streets could start: ely he trac ed* Towards the 
east end an inner wall was seen, separating the Tartar can ion mem 
from the remainder of the city, and w ithin this another enclosure, 
surrounded by water, w hich, from the size and appearance of the 
buildingfl within y was presumed lo l>c aEi imperial residence* 
Directly underneath were the large court-yards and extensive 
temples of the monastery to which the tower belongs, with low 
undulating hills cohered with copse wood in their rear. 

Further to the 12* was an ex tensive plain* crowded with hamlets 
and good country-bouses* among which, and adding greatly to the 
beauty of the prospect* canals were seen in every direction. To 
the N-E. ft high hill threw out its spurs until one of them almost 
protruded into the city; and at its base ihc mausoleum of the 
Ming dynasty, with its paved approach* guarded by colossal images 
uf men anti heart*, could be distinctly made out. 

The wall takes an abrupt turn northerly 1700 yard** then 
V easterly *2500 yards ; in the retiring angle is the Thangsi gale, and 
Jsern the Tartar city commences; then it pursues n X.X*E. course 
. 2800 Yards. On this side the canal „ which has hitherto followed 
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^hnVpurae of llie wall, rcases, in (lie vicinity of the Cbanr-jin 

* 

The N.E. face is irregular, running first NX 500 irvr.is, ami 
here the Tartar cantonment i s at: run serrated from clip \o\yn Uy 
a wall running W.N.W* until it meets ibe other from the Tbnngsi 
gat*-- the whole area of the Tartar citr being 1J ,900 yard*. The 
outer wall then goes X. by E. 320 yards. W.N.W. 900, N. hv h>. 
210, and N-N.li. 80, when we are at the NX. corner, and ©ppo- 
»te to the C lianas han hills, the summit of which it crowned by a 
small white building, whence another bird's-eye view of the city 
anti adjacent country is obtained. 

The w all, which here is lofty (10 to 50 feet), turns to the west¬ 
ward, enclosing some low hills, mid at 1000 yards is the Tniping 
gnie, forming the principal thoroughIhrc from this side of the 
tilt, ami whence a good paved mad leads to Kwanyiumuit, situate 
on the river s side, about 7 English miles distant, in the creek 
wxiicti forms the i saoulii^ island. 

1 o (he V* . of the faipipg gate is a shallow sheet of water, 
along which the wall runs irregularly, first in a westerly, then in 
a northerly direction 5300 yards, and here is the Tesbutsfgate: 
within this portion are isolated bills, with some temples upon 
them, hut there are not many houses. ' ' 

Pursuing an easterly direction 3700 yards, and N.W, by W. 

hovf arrjl £r *1 llle nortb e,M * of the city, whence a S. by \V. 
turn/U0yards brings us to the point from where we started. 

He mams ni nn ancient wall emann passing the present citv, and 
embracing an area of 28 English miles, were also traced, but in 
some instances [he verges were difficult to detect, and it never 

appears to have been of the height, or built with the same solidity 
ha ibe other. Jt 

At Rwanvinmun there u a temple on a rocky promontory jut- 
ting out into the river, and them the gentlemen of the embassy 
apjiear to have landed „ Sir George Staunton mentions a large 
slab of black marble bearing nn inscription, that many vessel* 
having been lost m the eddies of the stream during the night h P . 
yond Ihu point, dm stone was erected in the seventh year of Keen 
lung, to advise and warn all persons to anchor here,' so «* lo Vass 
to* next headland during daylight. 

A range of kills commence at Kwanrimnun, and continue 
along din shore iacmg H,c island of Tsoouhca until within a mile 

r^^L 2 °a‘’ 2<) ’ N ”“ d 1 "*- i,# " 
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The current runs si the rate of from 3 to 5 knots per hour, ren¬ 
dering it necessary to steer the vessels while at anchor. • 

On the opposite or western bank an extensive wall was traced, 
probably enclosing tke town of Pookeu. 

Tiie furthest point reached by the expedition was 13 miles 
above Nanking; where the river, having previously expanded to 
m^ri? than 3 miles, including the islands, w hich are flat and co¬ 
ver rd with rushes, again coil tracts between two headlands to a 
miles that on the right bank is called Ssnsban. 

The - Uodnte/ Captain Watson, being detached here to inter¬ 
rupt the comm unicat ion, wi messed the Chinese dredging for coal ; 
the probabilities are, however, that it was not in situ, but the 
result of a wreck. 

The climate of this part of China is said to have gradually be¬ 
come much colder in the twenty years preceding 181 G \ previously 
it had hardly ever been known to freeze or snow at Nanking, 
which it now (1810) does constantly every winter* The N.E, 
monsoon usually seisin before the middle of October. Ckcn-cu- 
tsny, in lat, by observation 31° 42' N P# and about 30 milts from 
Nanking, is a small village on the left hank of the river at the 
mouth of a canal leading to the city of llochow, a town stand¬ 
ing on a rising; ground about 3 miles from the river, and appeared 
to he a plate of some trade. The river from Nanking to this 
place is wider than below, and nearly free from islands. About 
11 miles above Ckemcu-tsuy, the Kiang receives the waters of 
the Ncrw-tu-ho, a small river flowing from the W.„ ami pacing the 
city of llan-gtjimdicen P about 15 miles from its mouth. 

About 2 miles beyond the month of the Nevr-tu-hu are two re¬ 
markable rocky headlands, one on each side? of the river, cal Jed 
Tnng leong'sban and Se-leang-sban ( Eastern and Western 1 Mlar 

Hill),* 

The city of Woo-hqo~ keen, in lat. by observation 31 2CF N. r 
stands at a short distance from the fight hank of the river; it Ls 
Very populous, and appeared to carry on a greater trade than any 
other place seen by the embassy since entering the Kiang, The 
distance from Nanking to Woo-bou-huen by the river is about DO 
miles. There are numerous islands in the river between Ckeu- 
e u - tstiy and Woo-boo- been-f 

About 15 miles above Woo-hoo-keen a considerable stream joins 
the Kiang from the \V. + said to come from the lake Chson-jiDo* 

Tnng-lmg-heen is about dS miles SAV. from Wuo-boo-hi^jt: 
though a city of the third class, it is small, the walls which sur¬ 
round it very low. the streets ill paved, and the shops inferior. It 

* S.'-h m r ;-*li.ia P aljOUl 50*0 feel Hi t||llU.1IIU, 

*“t" Lu“k-e rifti of timber, with ihedi nrcfcd u|tou tbem, dropped ihiwu Tti* rivrr by 
IfLitlflii ul olaclluti ; when AEfEL Bl ft UilLiXICCi iLcy CcIM. IflUtf Ifnilll i itMl li l —Kujf. 
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la a beautiful country, consign" of n succession of bills 
covered with firs and small oaks, and valleys cultivated wilh w^iton 
arid buckwheat "I lig right bank nf the river near Tuiig'lmg- 
heen was a steep rocky cliff of 50 lo 100 feet. Nine miles beyond 
Tung-ling-hSea h the large village of Ta-iung-chin, The I at. 
ttas luimd by the mean of several meridian altitudes. of the sun to 
bL- d£t® 45' N. I lie tca*plam and taHowMree were in iln* 
ne^libourbLMKL fu the S. is a high range of mountains called 
tlic Kew-hwa-sban, The coarse of the river continues interrupted 
by a series of islands, some highly cultivated* others producing 
reeds only. 

Gan-king-foo, the capital of the province of Gan-hway, stands 
on the lett bank ot the river, which there flows nearly due E. : it 
ls G 6 males from lun^liniir-hten. It is large and populous, and 
seems to carry on a considerable trade} near the eastern gale is a 
handsome pagoda of seven stories. 

1 ung'levr-bikin, about 24 miles S.S-W. from (laii-king-ffjo, 
*bandi on the rig]it bank of the Kiang T at the month of a stream 
falling into the river from the SLE. The nails are extensive, but 
they contain a considerable quantity of vacant ground, a ** 

A bo u I 15 miles above 1 utig-lew-heen is W T n ng ktaiig- hethi, 
on the left bank of the river* on the border of \bc province of 
Kiaog-sc, 

Eleven m iles above Wang-kiang-been t and 3 miles below Pang- 
ttdi-heen, is the Shaoii-koo-ahtiz), a remarkable conical rock about 
200 feet high* standing in the middle of the river. Its northern 
side, completely bare, anti ahn-ust perpendicular, was covered bv 
innumerable flocks nJ iLe \ ti-jing, t>r fishing cormorant. but on the 
western side is a small monastery consisting of several buildings 
rising one above the other. The only ascent is by a flight of 
sleps T Al»ne the buildings is a grove of trees, and the summit 
is crowned by a temple of two stories* w ith projecting roots. One 
o( the boats being obliged to anchor above this rock, near the 
middle of the rivet, found the depth to be H feet. 

Chm-Wg-ieuo is a ™*1I village situated in an extensive plain 
on the left bank of the river, hs lat. by observation is 47 1 

north, 

AI1011110 mile#above Chiti-kimg-Wou is the small town of IIoo- 
kort-bwn, whose walls (like those of Pang-iuh-b&jn) extend aW 
tin* summits of the surrounding hills, enclosing much unoccupied 
finund, 1 his city is bin] t at the fool of it range „f hill* extending 
alotipf the right bank of the river ns Tar ns Tdng-low-hSSn It £ 
B±t 71 miles from Gwnkiiig-foo, „d 285 from Kwadbow 
At this place the 1 ang~lszi~kia n g rewires* considerable act^sioa 
“ water from the Poyang hike, the stream issuing from the fnkc 
appearing nearly equal ,n wid ill to the river above the junction 
each about a mile broad. ' J w 
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Soon after passing Ho-Wp the embassy quitted the 
l& 2 c*kiang P after having proceeded up it about miUis ill 

Ibe course of 26 clay*, Thai pan of the river which ihey na- 
yjgaled flows in a N A direction, with a current of more than 2 
indcs an hour* till it meet a Urn lido near Nanking. Its mean 
‘breadth is fmm a mile to a mile and a half, except where inier- 
Ttjpteil bv island^ ; but m lonue places it expands to 3 miles* 1 be 
J islands are numerous, and in general flat T some highly cultivated* 

others covered with tall reeds, used f»r embankments or fuel. 
The country on the right bonk of the river i* mountainous, mod 
in many places the hills are uncultivated* hut on the leit brink 
are extensive plains in l be big best ^tate of cultivation. 

The great Lamd-mtiUi from Canton to Inking crosses the Yang- 
tsze-kii&Qg by a ferry, not far above the confluence of the waters 
from l he Poyang lake. * 

jVtfe.—With irfemieetfl ihe Port i>f Ekan&bmm ,(jur pr**mt favmnnhU |™ijm U 
mainly ■tiribaiAbfe ta the ftimMS, ducnrtbn. eaciciliatgry iMrmg at M*j*r 
Ow Madr.u Artillery* *tu Catmil «t ibil f*rrt fnrai dit |*ftod of its Wllff 
tlifehru o[m fur trails in Kvrmbec ]SlJ Se|rf«mliff ISifl.-Kp. 


IV*— Remark ,(M the hthmu* of Mount Atko*. By Lietil. 
T. Simiatt, of II.M S. 'Beacon.* Communicated by Com¬ 
ma ml cr ClHAVES, 

[Heart ilili Marcb. t&W.l 

In the ! inter pan of August 1838, I was sent by Co mm a mliiT 
Graves, in the * Beacons’ tender - Isabella,* to measure across 
tbe [ailirnus of Mount Athos, at the spot where the canal was 
cut by Xorncs. (Herodotus, vii. 22. &e.) The reason assigned 
bv the historian for making this cut was the remembrance of the 
Joss sustained by the fleet of Martionius (b.l\) in attempting to 
navigate the shores of ibis mountainous peninsula. (Herod, vii. 
22 1 vi 44.) 

As the examination of the remains of ibis work trt X^rxr$ 
occupied part of mj time during the survey of the Isthmus, I 
offer a few observations lt> explain the accompanying plan which 
was then made of it, ibe more particularly as the few remaining 
traces of ibis canal may have totally disappeared in another een- 
tnry, when the absence of such evidence might jierbaps again 
produce doubt* upon the truth of this historical record, such as 
have been expressed with regard to the veracity of llarodotni on 
thin paint, Ixtth in ancient and modem times. Fhese doubts, 
hnwtvcr, ris well [ts those of the eminent travel lev PflCocki?, ^ bo 
is one of the sceptics of nu>dern limes, have been fully cooftited 
bv the teilinionv of Choifteuil Gouffier* l>r. Hunt, rind 1. fdanel 
Leake. A careful examination of ibe locality removes all doubt* 
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Remarks on the hthmws of Mount jilhos. 


, tbc “ / ‘ h oi August no. entered the Gntf of Mount Athos. 
n . 0 '"* MonteSanlft. After passing closealong the west shows, in 
sijtLtof the monasteries situated at the base of the niasrpi fic.en i 
mountain which gives its name to the Gulf, we sailed w ,ihin the 
wooded island of MouiMane, and anchored off the S, utraniu of 
Use canal, opposite to two rueky hills, between which the canaf 
opened to the sea through a nature] valley, which descends from 
tlm Lilly ground m the centre of the isthmus. This billv ap¬ 
pearance of the isthmus certainly looks unfavourable to the cse- 
cuiom of the designed Xersc-s; but Herodotus, in his minute 
description, has not neglected to mention the undulating or hillv 
character of the part of the isthmus through which the canal was 

Herodotus <vii. 23), in his account of the manner of carrying 
on thu work of escavst w, shows that no impediment existed in 
t in nature of the ground; for wc have an illustration of the sofj- 
tieis of the material dug through in the double labour which was 
saul, to hare befallen the parties engaged in cutting it, by the 
f ? llm * m of the sides or hanks of the canal; the Pbcimiciaii* 
alone avoided this by making the MCavntun in lb? highest 
part twice the width of what it wu to Im in the lowest This 
fact is confirmed by the geology of the district, 'The pan of the 
is til nius through which the canal was cut is a bed of tertiary 
sands and marls, so that this work of the Pcrtinn kn.g, on which 
three years were spent, is realty insignificant compared wjib 
many works that arc executed nt the present day. 

J he veracity of Herodotus has probably been" questioned unnit 
two grounds; one from a false idea of the magnitude of the 
project, and the other from the apparent absurdity of such an 
undertaking. The whore facts confute those who maintain the 
former opinion. I be motive of the king, as Herodotus conjec- 
turM (tit, 24), was to show ha power and leave a memorial. 

J wo rocky lulls embrace the 5. extremity of the canal - the 

hTf’lmr " l>{ " conical form, mod rises 

to the he.glu of J5S feet, stand, on the K. side of the canal. The 

other w hich is about 30 feet high, terminates a chain of heights 
which descend from the Lulls at the hack of the modern vilLo 

ZjfT-n . En ““,fPP a «*?tly the ancient Acanthus. Btrtween 
the twohdlsis a stna 1 pool, m a ditch or water-coiw, with sleep 
dny 1 tanks. 10 feel dee,, and ISO broad. Beyond the ditch Z 
po., narrows grodually until ,t i* joined by a watercourse and * 
smaN streatn which flow min it through a valley on the YV 
of die isthmus. Tonic and small eels abound in the swanZ 

m tT’Tr I iie dilth hnwevvi > ffl 

yards beyond the junction „f the Hn , trmtlrw , : „ nnuh ' 
hollow or depression of the isthmus, through which i) ie CA[ J 
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must have been cut, but there is nothing in tins part that y|iAilcl 
k*arl a casual observer to suppose that the ditch was more vtlum 
the natural result of the winter torrents Bowing: from tbe neigh¬ 
bouring hills ; ami certainly it shows no intiicallous uf a con¬ 
nexion with an artificial cut, Further uil> however, in the more 
** - elevated pari of the isthmus, the evidences of the canal are more 

decisively indicated jei a succession of swampy hollows w hich run 
f in nearly a straight line across* and are from 2 to 8 feet deep, and 
fruin 60 to 90 broad. These hollows may be traced nearly to the 
top of the rise, w here all evidences of the canal are destroyed by 
a toad w hich leads to the promontory. Two or three other tracks 
or paths cross the site of the racial at different points, and have 
each Lad a similar effect. It k indeed surprising considering 
the period which lias elapsed since the canal was cat, that even 
a vestige of it should now remain. 

The highest part of the isthmus- through which the canal was 
cut U 51 feet above the sea, and this appears to have been about 
the original level of the ground previous to the excavation ; so 
that the greatest depth of the soil cut through could never hate 
* excee^eti GO feet, and this only for a short distance, for the hilly 
ground occupies hut a limited portion of the isthmus* Imhwpco 
which and lhe*N. shore is a small alluvial plain. The traces of 
the canal on descending to this part are Jw distinct than on the 
opposite side of the isthmus, hut still the chain of hollows which 
here also indicate it, have a decidedly artificial character* quite 
different from a natural watercourse. Through the plain all traces 
have disappeared, and also the mouths of the canal, which is not 
surprising, for Herodotus mentions the difficulty w r hich was felt 
in keeping them open, to effect which mounds were made about 
the mouths of the canal on account of the surf in order 

that the mouths might not be filled up. This plain was probably 
the meadow, m which a market w as held for the sale of provisions 
and necessaries to those engaged in the excayalions. (llt-rod. vih 

23 A 

Near the share is a small shallow marshy lagoon, which seems 
to occupy the position uf this mouth of the canal, and near it 
some Hellenic foundations were observed by Colonel Leake, 
which may liove had some connexion with it + The distance be¬ 
tween the two shores is about 2500 yards, but the length uf the 
canal rather exceeded that distance* in consequence of its being 
slightly oblique to the direct distance across the isthmus. Hero* 
dolus estimates the width of the isthmus, at the platm where the 
canal was made, at about 1 m 2 stadia, or 7’ZOO Greek feet (vii. -- . 
\ which agrees very well with the true dimension*. 

* Herodotus (vih 22} says that Sane, an Hellenic city* was situ- 
„ ated un the isthmus in which Atiios terminates. 'i he cities situ- 
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*t^:rer//iJM (cvrjfi Snnt% and on die side towards At bos (Iw tpv 

which the Persians then clfsL^rncz-tl to make insular inileud 
of continental, are these—Dion, Olopbyxus* Acrutboon, Thys*lis d 
Cleone?. t here is mi diHieulty in this passage to those wlm are 
acquainted with the language of HcniLlrHus. Sane was on the 
ml bin us, and it is a probable inference from the whole passagCt* 
that it w-qis on the S. side of the canal* Timcvdiibs [ iv. IQQ) 
snvs ± That the tract called Acte projects inwards (that is* I 

luwards ihe peninsula of A thus) from the kind's canal; and At bos. 
n lofty mountain in the Acte, terioinntes on the /Kgean Sea. It 
(the Acte) contains Sane, a colonj of Andros, by the side of the 
castal [unied to the sea towards ljubcea t and the other cities arc 
1 ky&tm and C Icons®. and Acrothoon, and Olopbyxus. ami Dion*™ 

I he inference from this passage is that Sane was within the canal 
towards the isthmus. Its site is generally suppled to lie near 
the S. extremity of the canal,, hut the spul Laiintji he clearly iden¬ 
tified by any existing remains, much less at the spot assigned to 
it in the map of the isthmus published by i\L Choiseuil Gouffier 
in 1 791# where, certainly, no such ruins are |» be seen; and ici * 
neither locality is the ground such as was generally ^hoson by 1 
the Greeks for the position of a city, and particularly met a one 
ax Sane p which resisted the army id Brnsklas, and* refused lei mb* 
mit when he had encamped under ils walls. 

In lux enumeration of the cities in the peninsula of Atha« and 
on the isthmus, Pliny (JVhf. Hist, iy, 10* ed> Hardliin) dues not " 
mention ^ane r UranojHjlis, which was founded by AI exarch us,, 
brother ot Casiandet, king of Macedonia, and which Pliny does 
men Lion, has been considered to he on the site of Sane, on the 
supposition that it merely took the name and place of that city ; 
but I accidentally found “the ruins of a city which had escaped 
lormcr traveller!, on the W . side of the canal . which may he ihe 
site of Urnnopollf* These ruins are situated on the summit of a 
hill about a mile la I he westward of the ranal. and consist of the 
walls of an Hellenic fortress, the foundations of the entire circuit 
of which are visible above the ground, and at its N\ face, near 
the foundations of a round tower, two or three courses of the 
squared smooth blocks of Limestone of which it was built appear 
above the ground. The endowed area is strewed with broken 
fragments, hut no buildings are visible. Crossing the low hills 
to the S. of the fort™ is a lung low wall with lowers at inter- 
vals ; it is evidently an ancient construction, though composed of 
small unhewn stones, and appears to have been a line of demar¬ 
cation, as well O s a defence between the territory of the cities 
within the promontory and those without, of w hich the nearest ^ 
was Acanthus. I did not observe «ny remains of a similar wall 
descending from the fortress hi the N. shore, but my examination 


i 


I 


—- Acanthus 


HO 


of the port was not sufficient in enable me to fcpeak prulti vt&j on 

the-moint. * 

Th£ territory of ibis city must necessarily have extended over 
the low ground much within the canal, for any extension to the 
westward would approximate too closely on the Acanthian terri- 
*& ’ lory j and. besides, the range of hills situated between tbcm pre¬ 

sents a natural boundary between the cities and territory of the 
t peninsula and comment. 

On the E- ride of the canal n long low ridge stretches across 
the isthmus* and juts out into the sea to the N- F forming a rocky 
point which bonitHh the bay ul ^ atnpidhi. $o named from a ruined 
metnki at its western extremity. This ridge is terminated on the 
S. side of the isthmus by the high conical hill which stands near 
the S. eitrcmilv of the canal. On this ridge are the ruins of 
two nietokies nr farms, which were formerly dependent on the 
monasteries of Pavlo and Kilandnn, situated at the foot of Mount 
Atbos + These, as well as several others in the od^hbourbood; 
were built in the form of a castle, for security.. Between ibe 
1 above two metokies and the conical Liill is a small mound standing 
* on the summit of the ridge, which appears to he artificial. CoL 

Leake has also tr marked its artificial appearance in his ' Travels 
in Northern Oreece/ This may be the mound erected hy the 
arm v of Xerxes in honour of Artaehiees, on# of the directors of the 
canal f who died whilst the king was staying at Acanthus. ^ Herod. 
“ vii + 117.) ^ t 

The Acanthians used to sacrifice to Artacbxres as a hero ; from 
which fact, and the contest of the whole passage in Herodotus, 
w r e may infer that the muund W» near Acanthus. Near the base 
of the mound are five nr six hewn bWks h which are the only 
ancient remains now visible on any part of the adjacent hills,, 
x and apparently too insignificant to mark the ruins n| an ancient 
city; and the above conjecture seems to explain their existence 
belter than that they are the remains of the city Sane* as some 

suppose. t , . 

Fhc composition of the hdls included in the present plan is 
divided between gneiss and mica slate, and tertiary beds of marl, 
sands, &c. Those which lie on the E. side of the canal arc com¬ 
posed of the firmer, as well also as the two rocky hills which 
embrace the & extremity of the canal, where the schists are 
nearly in a vertical position* and contain garnets in great abun¬ 
dance, The hills to the w estward of the isthmus os far as Aom- 
thus {Eriiso) are composed of horizontal beds of a tertiary 
deposit, apparently a freshwater formation, hut no fossils were 

x seen in it. + , * 

* The order of superposition at ilic part which I examined, was 
. first 150 fect of stratified sands and days, 100 of indurated clayi 
* VOL. xvrf. M 
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and innrls. blue and white, which was capped hv 20 or 3Q feel 
Vf jyvliiie calcareous stratified rock, in which were small flinty 
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A .—Abridged Amount o f an Erudition of about 200 miles v n 
™ h,j Governor Ingram. Communicated by the 

Hon, ifae Earl Grey. j 

[Read Mb Aprit, 1&4TJ 

On the 1 7th of December, at n™n, 1842. Governor In-ram 
embarked a| Hal hunt on board the cutler ' Emma/ for Mac 
i arlhvs Island, accompanied by tho Rev. William Pm. f uneral 
Superintendent of the Wesleyan Mission ai the Gambia, Mr, 
Thomas Chown, a merchant, and Mr, Simon I Ward, inter* 
preter of native languages to the Cobnial Government, At 
4 *.M , passed Dog Isbiut Laming Point alxmt 7, and at 8 arrived 
J <in A i i • , tvar-steamer was lying at anchor at 

Alhreib, hav M> g the tW de Joimille on and having 

. c. named that hi $ Royal Highness was desirous of visitin'- the 
town and public bmldin# at Bathurst cm the morrow. Governor 
Inpmm returned m receive him, resuming his woyigtf on the 19th, 
and landing at AI bred* at 5 p.m. nf that dsv The Govern¬ 
ment residence is described as a wretched-Wkm- dilapidated 
hudr mg. and so entirely surrounded b j trees, jungles, rank 
weeds and high grass, ilmt u could not but be «» healthy, did 
no .Is low aud swampy situation already make it so. The native 
village called Alhreda ,s about 200 yard* further from the river¬ 
side than the buildings occupied bv the French, and stands on 
higher £"'«nd, I lie party having disembarked, walked tn Jilii- 
trec. a small village, though one of the best on the bank* of the 
Gambia. Here were great numbers of very fine orange-tre.^ 
S'f”; aml groves of bananas. Many of the native Mar* 

In tl 'T 15 , 1 ' and ttwklU! face * by no means a novelty. 

In the neighbilurbcMxl were numerous ant-hills, some of them 12 

or Ij Teel high and nearly as much in diameter; the while ant 
is exceedingly destructive, frequently destroying the floors, beams 
doors, and window-frame of the bmldin-s. Re-cmharked 3' 

Creek, Moota Point, and the large native town Tanker wall. 
Hie natives have a tradition of there being a tree, haunted bv an 
evil spirit, called the ■ fWiU Tree.' on Moot a p !Wlt> that it 
occasHuially bum* at rnght. They hold it m great dread, and 
will not venture near it. Arn™l off Jam sly Cunda.and landed : 
twenty year* since tins was iLe most flourishing place on the- 
hank* of the river, being then the rendezvous of £e gold mer.' 
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'* * ... 
clinflts fmm the interior; it ia ttnw of comparativcly Utile import 

mm. 6 ; the native itiliftbilanl* arc peaceable amt wetl-dispfcml. 
Passed Tmiterb.tr, once a town of much trnde. but now rap id I y 
declining, otftl arrival at II P H. "IT Devils Point. Weather 
foggy and cold. 1 Thermometer 50*'in the forenoon, at 3 r.M. 
*65°- heavy dews during ihe night. Passe*! Ralann, a small town 
shunto) in a very picturesque spot at the fool of a high hill of 
sand and ironstone. This would be a healthy spot for Western 
Africa wen it not for the mangroves which grow on either side 
of it, which, flourishing only in swampy muddy places, prove by 
their mere jif^icncc Any place to In? unhealthy* I he iher- 
mometer at H a.m- stood at fil". am! ai 2 p.m* 74 11 . 

22nd, Passed Bye and Badiog Creeks; these are both timed 
for the nuin^rs of alli^tOR which infest them, some In-inf about 
12 feet long. In the afiemotut passed Brandy (reek# liarra- 
conda, Obaervalion and Domnasanaang Creeks on the ri^bt. and 
Bambally Creek on the left ; arrived within 4 mites of tower, 
and landed* The trade of this tom is ertwdfrable ] the 
prinr^al articles of produce bting corn, mUlet T hides* country 
clothscalled pangs or prunes, gmuisd-iiiiti* ivory, and was* 
There are several I urge native towns at a short distanre from the 
tridins port, onfl these all bear the name of Cower, L lie articles 
most in demand are rum^ LobiKta. gunjKiwder. iron-bars, coral 
and amber beads. The largest-iffled (Tsntl.ita horses are here lo 
be obtained, but the prices arc comparatively high. 

23rd- " Passlnj Cower, proceeded towards V ajiimiKWi which 
having reached within 8 miles, and while waiting tor the flood, 
dispatched the interpreter with a meun^O to A and a present lor, 
Sandehnrs the chief king of the country, requesting him to meet 
me at MacCarthys Island, Mr. Pijpi&rd brought me a message 
in reply* requesting 1 would meet faint at \ nninnrw. where lie 
would wait for me; proceeding thither with the Hood, ] landed 
ami was received fay the king- I found him to bo a man of 
superior intellect lo ihe great mass of his subjects. On express¬ 
ing iny wish to enter into a treaty with him. according to the 4 model 
agreement 1 received from her Majesty s Government#be willingly 
acquiesced ; and when pressed by Mr - m<| d myself to send 

one or more of his sons to McCarthy's Island, to he educated at 
the Wesleyan Institution, he# after some hesitation, consented- 

24ih. RE Landed this morning on ihe largest of the three Baboon 
Islands, having passed on our way the celebrated Red Hill of 
Casson and ihe village of Comoo, This hill stands about a mile 
inland, ond is remarkable for its titli deep red colour; te w- 
lirnated its height at 150 feet- 1 he Baboon Islands are of lime 
Vhluo. 1 icing inhabited only by a few natives ; they are* however, 
i n finite I v holler than the Deer Islands, which are little else than 
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jmWiue swamps, ami uninhabitable fmm their unliealihiness. 
-\l.tiU 3 p.ii, passed the native village BrcUn. and, npprdheh- 
1 e t ^ ITee K^evo Island*, we saw numbers of hipi^tumanu; 
t iev fref|uchhilj appcsirod above water, bui cU>&* to those part* of 
ine shore which were Covered with reeds and rushes, 

-iJth. rs Landed at Fort fJeor^m MacCarthv's Island, nnd viat«f 
" |iorUihu ,tf die town entirely inhabited by liberated Africuft. 
bDme ol these had prtwpored, and, hi jud^ bv the comfortable 
&nd cleanly appearance of their houses, ninny were evident! v in 
Circumstances- their wives and children wore decently 
(tressed in English costume, and seemed contented and happy. 
A large number, however, (lid not present so pleasing an appear- 
nnre, their huts anti their persona main lip sting the presence of 
penury j ext rente want, or death from positive destitution, being 
no nint n in this country. In the afternoon visited a native 
village of 800 inhabitants, about half a mile from the British 
settlement; the people were nearly all Mandinmes. and were 
orderly and well-behaved; they have various tradesmen amongst 
them, Biirh as blacksmiths, weavers, aud shoemakers, but, there 
are no regular carpenters, tailors, or builder*. Those. cAgcc-al 
m comm nice stand highest in the estimation of their countrymen, 
and are frequently also priests or marabou*. The huts which 
are generally round, are built of drv mud, or sand and mud- the 
walls arc seldom above G feet in height and 1 in thickness; the 
roofs are constructed of bamboo rafters, extending 4 or , r i feet 
beyond the walls on which they rat, reaching to within 2 feet of 
the ground. The roofs are ronicnl, the bamboo rafters bcin- 
Itoum! together at the top, ami diverging from a point until at 
the outer extremities, they arc full UO inches apart; tlirv are 
igin, and, when well thatched, an- impervious to wm, their 'alone 
being at an angle <>[ about dO, The ordirtarv sire of the huts is 
Irom 12 to IG feet m diameter: tbry are without windows, and 
arc, consequently, nearly dark within, having merely loopholes 

I tir thr JimniSsimi t] f air. ’ 1 


During thr time Governor Ingram remained at MacCarthvV 
Island, the kings of Nyarnbanttuig and Cats.bar, with their attend, 
ants, paid b.m a visit, ami a treaty for the encouragement of 
^ 5U I , P msi ™ " f llit ’ slave-trade was signed with 

J f | I - *■ “ t h “ <h -> J hatl » ™« number or visitors from among 
the black anti coloured population, who tame to wish me a happy 
new-year. thought them ns well conducted and far more 
respectful and pmtltr thin persona of Uirir dost at home When 
it is borne m Tinn 1 1 that but very few indeed among them can read 
or write, much pra.se is due somewhere for the visible improve*, 
ttiem id their bnbxs and feeling*. A few short years ago, manv - 
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of the persons who tills day called to pay mt 1 cuinpUmertfary * 
Tmts'vrcre as utterly uncivilized as it is possible for bum an beihgs 
to be now they are able to address me in my own language, 
which is also theirs, for the different tribes of liberated Africans 
communicate with each other in English only, and their children 
1inoW no other. This almost incredible change from savage life 
tn B one of comparative refinement, has been effected hi ten 
years: for the first liberated Africans sent here were embarked 
under my superintendence ft^r MaeCarthy s Island, in 1832+ 
After my visitors had departed, L accompanied the Her. Messrs, 
Fox and Swallow, Wesleyan missionaries* to Lindoe, a village 
consisting of a small row of very neat little cottages in the 
English style, built of brick, and erected by the munificence of 
the philanthropic Or* Undue, These cottages, 12 su number, 
have each 4 rooms* and their English appearance is delightful to 
wiLiil-ss in a place 150 miles in the interior ot Africa; they are 
given, rent-free, to such members of the W^layon con lies ion as 
the missionary may select from the most industrious and most 
deserving of his flock. 11 

The 1 Tonlabs are decidedly handsome, many of them Wing of 

a light copper- colour, although the majority am considerably 

darker. Their Ventures arc regular and gum, and, unlike the 
Mam I ingot-* and Jolofli, they have small mouths, European lips, 
and nose* inclining to aquiline ; hair soft and silky, but not 
woolly : well-defined black eyebrows, long eyelashes, and hand¬ 
some black eyes; talk well -proportioned, and of erect and graceful 
figure; some of the yming women arc very gixwLJookjng* nitd 
would be considered 'beautiful even in Enittpe, The FuaJahs 
wear great numbers of grec-grces or amulets, Composed of paper 
of all sims upon which portions of the Koran are transcribed* and 
covered with silver copper, or leather; 1 1 have/ says the author, 

1 seen men and w omen so laden with grec-grees, that the shape of 
their persons was not discernible, and they were apparently as 
destitute of symmetry m a rum*puncbeop/ 

Jan 4. The cutter having been dispatched at daylight, with 
orders to proceed up the river with the flood. Governor Ingram 
and his attendants followed in the boat at 2 p.xi., and at 5 over¬ 
took the cutler lying at anchor about a mile below Barsangsmig. 
On the 5th of January passed by Pbania, the place which Mungo 
Park last started front for Woollr At Fisemci the ruins oi a 
factory are still visible near tin; override; there are at present 
no inhabitants* although during the time uf the slave-trade it was 
a place of considerable importance. Anchored opposite Lower 
Coon da Point At daylight on die Gib the thermometer stood at 
5f|. Got under weigh with the flood, and. reached Coodachay; 
the brinks of the river ate here high and covered with trees and 


I 




Governor 1 kgrah> Expedition up the Gambia* fl 


JmsUfes; thousand* of guinea-fowls were observed. Reached 
FuJlah Tenda, and had an interview with ihe chief of Chacodnda, 
vto expressed a desire lo enter into a treaty ns ihe other chiefs 
hail dune : the terms having been explained "to biin by the inter¬ 
preter, be signed ihe treaty in ihe presence of ihe Alcadea of 
BLn]kEiohar anti Kiulali r I end a, receiv ing in return the Ofilitwv 
presents. ■ 

Wih. M 1 laving landed, visited several native towns in the vicinity 
of Foulah i emhi, the largest being Eankoobar, inhabited tv holly 
by SoDonkayi. On the 9th arrived ai Ennnaicnda, and in ihe 
otiemoon bad an interview with Mamadoo Wally, the chief of 
Com, with win mi a treaty for the extension of enmmerce and the 
suppression of ihe slave-trade was concluded. Leaving Batma- 
tenda, passed several leading village^ and on ihe I 1th anchored 
ufl Fatta tenda; here several of the king of Whoili'a ministers were 
waiting for n$, who reported that their master was too infirm to 
niieel us at I fiunteiul^ hui would be gLid to see us at Medina, a 
town 30 miles inland. Horses having been provided, started 
for Medina; at noon reached Jaconda, where we remained fur 
the night; this town is unusually clean, and strong ly*prbiccled 
by mud wads against any aggressions. The heal during the day 
hml been perfectly oppressive, [he thermometer "in the sun rising 
to 12-> . heating this town on the following morning, we arrived 
at Medina about 11 a.m. The soil of this part of the country 
appeared to he excellent, capable of producing anything that will 
grow within the tropics. Medina, the chief town in Woolli, is 
paHcded by a strung mud Wall, and a stockade and ditch; its 
population about 2,C RW. It is almost exclusively inhabited bf 
Sononkays, or fighting-men : these Sunuoknys arc most drunken 
fellows, indulging in the free use of ardent spirits whenever they 
have an opportunity, Having been introduced to the king, the 
rnihjm of the treaty was entered on: and the particular* being 
explained to him, he demanded what present he was to rereive ■ 
expressing himself satisfied, the treaty won duly executed with 
teriam formalities, ihe king signing it in Arabic—Mr. Fignaitl 
having previously rendered it into Mondingo, and the king's 
- Woaday repaung it to his master. Returning to Fattaseuda 
embarked and preceded up ibr river for Canuticumk; owing 
to strong freshets, and the fWl tides Wuug scarcely perequible! 
made but JtlUe way; and U was thn afternoon of ihe I7ib before 
we reached within ^ miles of that place. Preparations were now 
made lor proceeding early ihe following morning to ihe Falls of 
Bimucundm m ihe boat, all farther progress In the culler beimr 
)Ui[iiBCtJcabJe. Hicsc prepwttioitt wore. however, «e| asi*Jr in 
consequence of numerous report* itar the Smonkajs parjxSeAl 
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opposing our passage, and firing upon the boat from tbcijJinks 
nf the river* unless they received a large present of rum.' 1 * 

A consul tation being held, it was determined to al.uun.1on the 
visit to tin* Falls* anil orders were given Tor reluming with the 
evening ebb. * Landed* and having obtained an interview wuh 
Can ml ilia, mi tdd chief h a treaty resembling that made with the 
Either chiefs and petty kings wu signed in duplicate, one copy 
being retained by either party. Returning on board, the cutter 
was got under weigh for Bathurst, which place was reached on 
the + J5ih of January* 
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